20-08-06 
Rose- 
There are various notations herein. 


1/ Where words or text have been crossed out and replaced by hand use the corrections. Where 
there are notations suggesting changes but no actual changes - find a close by spot WITHIN the 
text and use (((adding whatever the notation says))) and then carry on with the text as it appears. 
This will give us both the original (with corrections replacing the original) and some notations 
about further possible changes. 


2/ There are page numbers at bottom of each page - 1 through 475 and for some reason there is a 
duplication of 26 of which 26-A and 26-B appear to be contiguous. Finally after page 475, there 
is "Chapter 28" which begins anew with page 1 (through 28) - this is I think 476 (477?) onward. 
~,, 3/ Do it in 10 or 11 point. Where there are" " marks around statements, verbiage, try to respect 
~ “appropriate punctuation even if it does not appear here. For example, "She does not wish to do 
that". is incorrect and should be "She does not wish to do that." is correct. (note punctuation goes 
inside the quotation marks). 


Happy manuscript typing! 


Bob Cooper 
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Porto-bello 


Madeline and Tommy Coleman 

a/ Possible sub-dedication to Bruce Willis (Parrot Cay) 
Jack Albershardt (spelling?) 

a/ John R. Albershardt (daughter is possibly Susan/Suzanne, Director of Films, State of 
Florida, Tallahassee): “The Provo Affair” Dunlap Int. Ltd; paperback, 340 pages; December 
1991) 

NARCS II /Drug Warriors by Robert Coram, Signet/New American Library 1989 


Cast of characters & locations: (updated August 22/24, 2007) 


Non Islands Support Cast: 
AA pilot 417 - Captain Dudley 


AA co-pilot - Yolando Barkley 
Jessica Savitch 
Peter Jennings 


Diego de Avila (Mexican island - rename Revilla Gigedo) 
Bill Conner - founder of WIV TV and radio - believed deceased 
1/ Suzanna - ex wife (1979 era) + two children 
2/ Winston Campbell (Canadian passport name) 
a/ Comandante Fiero (Mexican soldier in charge of island) (Pedro Sanchez Fiero, 
XE4PF) 
b/ Maria, maid-cook to Campbell 


On Islands - white or employed by: 
Club Med volleyball coach - Jean Jacque 


Paul Robert Monasto - Italian, Karen’s husband (38) 
Karen Ellen Monasto - Ex-CBC news reporter (36) 
a/ Anthony Monasto - ‘oldest’ (Tony) 
b/ Camille Monasto - 8 years 
c/ Bart Monasto - 5 years 
(Possible older fourth child; perhaps by Paul and not Karen) 
Polly (Paulette/Pauline) Conner - ‘widow’ of Bill Conner 
a/ Lilac - cat (one of several) 
b/ Arnold Touressant - gardiner (Miss Polly) 
c/ Gabriel - office worker at travel agency 
d/ Lannie - Haitian maid/house keeper (Lanny? decide and correct) 
e/ Allen (former husband before Bill Conner) 
1/ Insinuation there may have been other ‘husbands’ 
f/ Neil Diamond (tapes) 
g/ Greek origin porno video tapes 
Jill Murphy - Jody Millspaugh (two daughters) 
Ken Murphy - Jill’s ex-husband (private pilot) 
Patricia Pratt (nurse) -? 
Averill duPont III (client of Polly) 
Bob deNeuff (Russ Decoudres - real estate agent) (from 1972) 
a/ Lisa (wife) 
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On Islands - black: 
Patsy - immigration lady 
Valentine Sratt - customs inspector 
Mr. Swain - immigration airport boss, swagger stick 
Gus/Gustave Cornelius Harvey (elder taxi driver) 
a/ Samuel Harvey (cousin from Nassau) 
b/ Lisa (wife) 
c/ Tom (son) + 2 children 
1/ Wife Jenny, works as head bookeeper for Avery 
Sonya (sex worker employee of Polly; CG or Contact Girl) 
Avery Watson Burgess (Art W. Butterfield) (56) (returned to Portobello 1972) 
1/ Island Fuel 
2/ Island Groceries 
3/ Jenny Harvey - daughter in law to Gus, head bookeeper for Avery 
a/ Velma (wife) - Jamaican trained nurse 
b/ Celia (daughter) 
1/ Married Barbados native - John 
c/ Alton - oldest son (24) 
1/ Daughter Rose - 6 years old from Alton US affair 
d/ Norman - youngest son (US Marines) 
Rita Rigby (employee of Harvey on Portobello at telephone tap facility) 
a/ Studd Rigby (brother) (17 children; heavy equipment sriver for Burgess at dock) 
b/ 1st cousin to Minister Hardgraves 
waste Astwood (NDP party chief Potobello) (Ashwood - correct) 
ree a/ 57 children claimed as father 
b/ “King of the world” 
c/ Freedom IV (his boat) 
d/ Suspect in GDT Philathelic building fire 
DC (District Commissioner) 
Plentiful (At end of 19 tapped lines in GDT) 
a/ 2345 (one of lines into Plentiful’s home) 
Benjamin Dornfield (newspaper publisher - Island Times) (Turks & Caicos Island Gazette’?) 
a/ Nassau Guardian 
b/ Todd - son 
c/ Bill Dodd - name used by Dornfield when telephoning Internal Telephone Security 
Devices concerning exchange synthesizer 
Manuel (Manny) Morgan (GDP pretender, confidant of Dornfield) 
Honourable Orville (Burnside? ythe (CM) 
a/ Grand Democratic Part P) 
Honourable William Stanfield.(Minister of education) (Check for StanDfield as error) 
a/ Most educated of ministers - banking field 
Honourable Stanley Hardgraves (Minister of transport)(Check for Hargraves as error) 
a/ Fisherman from Middle Caica 
National Democratic Party (NDP 
National Democatic Coalition 
a/ Nat Simpson, former C 
Jack (GDT taxi driver - Haitian) 
CM Nat Simpson - caught in US DEA snare set up by Governor Clapton 
Executive Council (elected and appointed ministers of the sitting government) 
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a/ Legislative chambers (GDT) 


Provo/GDT Businesses/locations: 
WIV (West Indies Video) 
a/ FM radio station(s) 
1/ Robert Manchester, US born black GM 
b/ Cable TV service 
(TCNA - Turks & Caicos National Airline) 
a/ Islander (aircraft) 
b/ James Plasset (ground manager GDT) 
(Ramada Resort and Casino) 
(Le Club - Club Med) 
a/ G.O. (Gentile Organiser) 
(The Erebus) 
a/ Susie Turn - road leading to Turtle Cove past Erebus 
Turtle Cove (area) 
The Bight (native area between Turtle Cove and Grace Bay) 
(Sheraton Hotel - under construction, near Golden Shores) 
(Hey Jose - Mexican restaurant) 
(Grace Bay Nursery - Portobello advertiser on WIV-FM) 
South Dock (Portobello ship wharf) 
Five Cays (native village, south shore, Portobello) 
a/ Haitian tenement housing 
(Gilley’s Cafe - airport, Portobello) 
a/ Polly Girl beer 
Kitina (GDT restaurant/hotel) 
Dora’s Airport Restaurant (GDT) 
(Marshfield house - on beach) 
(Yinger (rename) (house) <—— ? 
1/ Bradley Yinger - rename Peyng Chennaul) 
(David and PetulaWhitebourn house) (very early ex-pat residents - Doc and Peggy Whithy) 
Timothy Klungess (Provo ex-pat; Norwegien - Tor Klinenberg) 
(Catholic Church Provo - part of Archdiosese from eT ran 
a/ Father MeGteskty— Catholic Priest (change name) no Maen 
Father O’Malley (Catholic church of Paul’s youth) 
(Anglican Church - across road on Leeward highway near town) 
(Blue Hills Govt. Clinic) 
Blue Hills Baptist Church (site of GDP meetings) 
a/ Comelius Ewing (Member GDP Parliament, Portobello/Blue Hills) 
(Golden Shores - resort owned by Burgess) 
a/ On land purchased from the Crown when original owner did not refile for in in 1962 
b/ Golden Shore Condominiums 
(Grace Bay) 
1967 (white man landed on Portobello) 
Gray Hills Aviation (charter firm Portobello) 
Portobello Health Medical Centre (PHMC) 
a/ Dr Habiss 
b/ Abdon St.Pierre (Haitian injured in vehicle accident) 
c/ Dr Ericcson (male) 
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Portobello Police Department 
a/ Sargeant Baptiste 
b/ Lieutenent Lasarde (hurt in crash) 
c/ Officer Jones (hurt in crash) 
d/ Arnold Watson, Police Chief 
Grand Turk Police Department 
1/ back salina streets 
a/ Lt. Prattle (officer of day) 
b/ Corporal Pratt (duty officer at airport) 
c/ Corporal McVey (2nd at airport) (Sent to South Caicos to airport) (injured trying to 
apprehend Lawrence Harvey) 
South Caicos 
a/ Cockburn Harbour 
(Sandy Point - North Caicos) 
(Kew - North Caicos Garden spot) 
BWI Trading (original Portobello store; competitor to Burgess Island Groceries) 
Fast Eddie’s Restaurant 
TTT/Third Turtle Inn (3T) 
Central Square Complex 
a/ Stop ‘n Shop Market (Leeward highway) 
b/ Dornfield office in same building 
¢c/ David Whitebourn - building owner 
(?) Marshfield (Buzzy) 
a/ Roxanne - wife 
Herbert MacPherson (attorney representing Pauline Conner; formerly Charles Scott) 
Morgan & Stenbeck (law firm renting from Avery) 
a/ Richard Mayfield (attorney) 
b/ Roland Martin (TCI’s first native attorney; GDT office) 
1/ Brother of Manuel Morgan, politician 
Dick Clark (as himself) 
Charles Scott (Lawyer - Clare Skatfeld) (Bill Conner’s attorney) 
Joshua Foxworth (Reuters reporter; UN - died 1988) 
a/ Nancy (wife) 
b/ Independent Portobello - 1985 
Dr David and Susie McClaskey - from USA - he Olympic class swim coavh University of 
Michigan 
Shawn Kenny (GDR Barrister/lawyer) 


Luscious Lane (Real estate but part of Larry Harvey telephone tapping empire) 
a/ James Lane (husband, an architect for many government projects) (38+) 
-t,  b/ Christine Keeler (mentioned witg reference to British government sex scandal) 
~ Sindy Wicker (island gossip, Fax news letter; Sally Ward) 


¥ enver (David - husband) 
0) alan Pennault (Art Pickering - change name)(Diving boat/fishing operator Portobello) 
Neville Holton (Insurance man Portobello) (correct earlier name) 
Anthony Belston (Scotia Bank GDT) 
Chad Johnson (Barclays GDT) 
DeSoto (Barclays Portobello) 
‘Laing, Buttonwood, Cooper, Jackson’ - names on list of 19 tapped phones in GDT 
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Governor Martin Burnside - present British appointed Governor 
a/ Mindy (wife) (correct where MindAy) (20 years younger than Martin) 
b/ John (son - aged 7?) 
1/ National Security (issue) 
a/ 2777 (Guv’s hot phone) 
b/ Former AG in British Virgin Islands (trained attorney) 
c/ Waterloo - official residence of Governor (GDT) 
d/ (for) ‘The Queen’ 
e/ Andrew Jackson (Jack - pilot for government plane) 
f/ Althea (Waterloo cook) 
Attorney General Jeremy McTabbish (41) (Irish lawyer) 
Chief Secretary Livingston Thatcher (45, gay) 
Robin Lewster (Head of C & W in TCI) 
a/ John Brown, engineer from C&W London 
b/ Reggie Seybold, allegedly a C& W London engineer but in fact an attorney for C&W 
Terry Clapton - Governor preceding Burnside 


aoe 


Polly’s Guests - Christmas 


> Jim Jackson (Oklahoma) (Oil) 


a/ Wanda (wife) 

b/ Shawn (son 17 years) (University of Maryland) 
Rodney Paul (vehicle distributor) 

a/ Maryanne (wife) 


~ Bill Thorp (Professor Economics University of Arkansas) 


a/ Julian (wife) 


- Stanton Wigh Third (West Texas oil) 


a/ Trudy Wigh (ex airline hostess) 


Governor Williams - Brit of 1977 
Whitehall 
a/ Commonwealth Foreign Office 
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chapter Two A 

Jill Murphy's Porffibello home was hers by divorce decree. large in the 
hills overlooking The Pond, the small two-bedroom home perched half way up 
the hill appeared to lean out over the water. The hills rose sharply here 
and the really wealthy people lived atop the hills. Jill's ex-husband was 


really wealthy; Jill was comfortably well off. Even this she hid from even 


her closest friends, including her dearest confident Patricia Pratt. 
Jill was nearing 60 with two married daughters. She was now a grandmother 


but she kept this fact within a narrow circle of friends. Because she spent 
up ee twelve hours each day outdoors, mostly in the sunshine, her skin had 
developed a deep bronze tint broken by lighter patches which she knew might 
one day require skin cancer care. She was no longer an attractive woman, 

but she was fit and physically very active. She walked with a peculiar gait 
which some described as ‘Ram Rod’; in fact the natives called her by this 
name behind her back. Few knew every step was a pain to her; the unfortunate 
after-effect of being tossed from the back of a horse more than twenty years 
pr.er. 


Jill had been married to a very successful self-made man. Everyone who 
Sey a aah: 
fyi Cook 


aknew Ken said he was intimidating and an over-achiever. Ken gave everything 


he had to everything that interested him. When she and Ken had been in their 
early thirties Ken had come home one day from an especially successful 
business trip announcing he was going to purchase an airplane. But first he 
had to learn how to fly. Jill accepted the challenge along with Ken and they 
both spent months attending the very best flight training schools in the 
United States. On graduation, Ken had advised Jill that when they flew 


togetner on a trip, he and he alone would pilot. 


20 


i , | sh ae oy ?) 
SAGA Pe 
I iv} I 4) ¢ 
' in 1 » - 
yy a 
ve. ae 
- “i 
vu is 7 an ine 
é ‘ke f / i Py 4G an nad sew cane. fi ehedlifeat, rn "yet sae 
: ; cee ‘ nite ve mi 
; : cw v1 bey ww {f ane, at! 7K AT eit sation! et) ‘ 
; ' “aise ait? mle fy sf pie hanae ti) ’ at 
‘ > dy n-th Pau rOeny vet (aes init ale: fi 
. we i We 25. rie eb the 
r iy ! ae ta stomata . 
S i a 
‘ x ). Se eat Bw isaeg 
ates Tye B GAeLG Wowd Bret so} oe 
} 
Le ioidy SRE. BAO. GV Lae 
> al = : wa 
ls POS Goon ie Deelee 
eal a 
! f os Us > 
. r (io Prins Ven es 
4 ue, ae Y& 
iy > ty. mV PS) yi ; a A f thw one: 
+, 0 ' . a peeety py veh eae. 25 “a 
Ww. Gy 7 WENA i) SOed. Faq ba tied) 
' 5 toed dy Get baked aed 6" Spereeeae 
2 : ; - 5 i ¥ one 
A Vtet a te Deas pee ee ah 
. ps 
*)i9 ¥ i mt) 
: A ios We tee Bi: Bal eee Baw ett bi ise ne 
? . — ri + “i : 1) phe 
; Se OPEL RN PAS WR ORR,” gE eer SAOLR Ts een oF, bee 
a! mo VOR AO. Hole, mee! bor per apt he 
‘ i Vis yon 
; so | Ao ’ riie-ne seman Chi et ih eal ‘a anus gird’ 
htiv, anole iaiaancovrsid wis iene ee ath ait weed nae o 
+? 
m0 iden aatnles i 


th ae i201 ty ‘nut 


< > Aid rrcy 


vig’ ri aged me ‘wy Seuony edancay 


"If you want to fly, get your own airplane!" had been the last sentence 
he ever said to her on the subject. Which is exactly what Jill did. Only 
this turned out like everything else they did "together'; Ken wanted to 
compete so badly that each trip turned out to be a two-plane race or contest 


of skills, When Jill held her own racing alongside Ken, or actually beat 
path cena gs 5 ) cece ae ae ae fbi ae 
reall iV a COL aA Ch hte Shen e 
’ fo * ° - ee eer oy ° 
him, her,victorles were always short lived. He couldn't stand to be beaten, |, 
ie j aha Ss) 


‘hora nay Ao Aesendaney attic 


by anyone at anything; and espectally not Jill. After nearly twenty years of 


competing with Ken for everything from ‘first in the shower’ each morning to 


airplane piloting and horse back riding, she threw in the towel and moved 
out; taking their two teenage girls with her. 

AS soon as the girls were in college, Jill came to Portobello. She and 
Ken had owned property there and on one lot they had buiult a small vacation 
home with a detached guest house. Ken had reluctantly agreed to deed her the 
lot with the two buildings, but he retained other land that surrounded this 


lot in his own name. 


For atts years Jill had lived comfortably from the assets she gained in 
Mei haters ne: 

the divorce and a trust from her own maternal grandmother. She water skiied 
and fished and kept herself busy volunteering her time for local functions. 
But it bothered her that she wasn't earning any money. There were many other 
white ex-pat women on the island in a similar state of lifestyle. Most were 
content to follow the endless round of dinner parties and social affairs 
that peaked easch winter season when the part time residents returned. A few 
had purchased property and they dabbled in the ever escalating real estate 
market. It was not unusual for a particular building lot to double in price 
in just a year and people like Jill who lived on the island always had the 


inside track on such opportunities. 
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In her circle of friends were many who owned homes on the island but who 

occupied those homes only a month or two each year. Most of these owners 
would simply board up and leave when their vacations were over, At a dinner 
party several years prior, one of these couples had asked Jill if she would 
mind ' watching’ their house while they were gone. It geamead like » harmlace 
suggestion at the time. 
—. Jill now ‘watched’ more than 30 homes on Portobello; and she was the 
‘resident manager for the newest and largest shopping and office complex 
since its American investor/owner chose to be absent from the island for 
weeks or months at a time. 

On this particular Saturday just before Christmas, Jill had risen at 6AM 
with a long list of things to complete before the first airplanes appeared 
around 2 in the afternoon. She had three families returning to their homes 
for the Christmas holidays. Each had been thoroughly cleaned that week: the 
telephone, electricity and cable TV had been renewed in each, and the water 
cisterns and plumbing checked out. Jill had also gone provision shopping neve 
each family, loading up on food, drink‘ and alcoholite~beverages. One of the 
homes had well maintained flower beds and Jill had borrowed from this to 
accent each of the homes. She also took an armful of flowers to the Catholic 
Church which she attended; ae would remind everyone at church that-she was 

oF psn Len atin 
eee of the flowers. \ 
‘Jill was an organized person but not infallible. Ken had delighted 
in pointing out her imperfections and she still cringed when somebody 
corrected her at something. 
On this particular Saturday, transportation was to be a problem. 


While each of the families kept a car with their homes, Jill would never 
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agree to be responsible for. vehicles. This was one day where she wished she 
could have simply taken each family’s car to the airport so it would be 
available for them to drive home. Her own Car, a battered Chevrolet, could 
carry only one family at a time; but not with much dignity. 

Most of the white ex-pats liked being able to drive old clunkker cars 
on the island. Cars they would never enter au honestly drove with affection 
over Portobello's poorly maintained, dusty, coral rock surfaced roads. The 
natives were recently addicted to fast, sporty cars, or oversized American 
chrome and flash vehicles. Today Jill wished she had a larger vehicle of 
Some sort. 5 

3 Gay 
Jill's nearest and dearest friend Patricia Pratt had been urging Jill to 
invest in a van for months. 

(loCks DT dort mindwecing: toethe airport to help you transport these 
people to their homes, but think how it looks to these people; you in that 
Old Chevy! They are trusting you with their half million dollar homes and 
they are paying you well to take care of them. I don't think you are 
handling this properly!". 

Even to Patty she could not reveal her inner-mnost fears, Over the past 
several years as the tourism industry had grown rapidly, Portobello’s 
natives had become more and more conscious of those whites in the community 
who were operating successful businesses. The all black government had 
created ‘special requirements’ for each white ex-pat they thought was 
profiteering from their tourism industry. Many of these whites, people Jill 
had known for years, had been Silently forced to leave the island and in 
each case their businesses had ended up in native hands. Jill worried alot 


Pun 
about this happening to her. Jil} had decided, with the advice of a business 
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friend, to make her business activity as low profile as possible. She always 
described what she did as ‘a hobby’, trying to separate it from the business 
be Wek 
world, She was especially wary of acting as an’agent for people's vacant 
homes but she did this anyhow because if she did not, she would lose the 
oh ee bare Ce bey 

account. Only a few of her clients wanted to rent out their homes in their 
absence since most of her clients were hardly in need of additional revenue. 
A van, appearing at the airport to haul away arriving whites would be like a 
red flag to the natives. She was already under some suspicion from the taxi 
drivers since they considered every white face exiting from the customs’ 
door to be fresh bait for themselves. The taxi drivers on Portobello, with 
the exception of their elder statesman Gus, were the most radical clan on 
the island. High pitched verbal shouting matches between drivers battling 
about who's taxi was next on the stand were a daily occurence. More than one 
tourist had wondered why in the world he had come to this island as he stood 
tasthe middle between two taxi drivers both ene to wrench his bags away 
feom-him in opposite directions. 

“No, a van was not the answer’ Jill mused to herself. ‘That would be all 
T would needsepulli upto the customs’ hali with a vam-and.gently lift a.half 
dozen shiney white faces out of the grasp of the screaming native taxi 


g 


drivers?’. 


Jill's thoughts of the day were winding down in her mind and she sipped 


ut 
(Ox 4 


PVs 


unconsciously on rum and coke. The ice cubes had all but melted now and the 
the rum and coke tasted more like rum and water. She was expecting Patty to 
drop by for a drink at any moment. The western sky was now fully pink, amd 

Jill had begged off attending another in the endless round of Christmas week 


parties because she knew she would be exhausted from the hectic day. Patty 
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ote Patty’ wasceveryone's friend. Some of the white ex-pats made 


was stopping for two reasons; she expected a drink as a reward for helping 
Jill transport the three families to their homes that afternoon, and she 
would be looking for the latest, hottest Bossi petencarry with her tG the 


dinner party. 
> aioe ; ‘ 
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uncomplimentary remarks about her behind her back, | probably because Patty 
MECH. Pie CICLO E IS Enq bce NAC < y 
had as many black as white friends and spent. as much time with the blacks as 
‘ brad 
with the whites, )Patty WaS a nurse at the local clinic, and with the detached 
alr of someone whom people depended upon for medical assistance and advice, 
sooner or later everyone told all of their secrets to Patty. She was careful 
never to divulge a medical confidence, but not above recommending to a 
friend that. they not ‘date'.a particular person 'for medical reasons'. Many 
dozens owed Patty a debt of gratitude since she had steered them away from 
potentially dangerous inter-personal relationships. It was a poorly kept 
secret that Portobello had one of the highest incident rates for AIDS of any 
location in the world. 

Nearly a quarter mile from her home, a car slowed and made a loud 
grinding noise as it bounced off the unpaved road and onto Jill’s rutted 
driveway. Jill did not hear the car but as the headlights swept across her 
poirch she was aware of a visitor. She unwound herself from the plastic 
covered love seat and told her two diogs laying by her what she was 
thinking. 

"Ooops...Patty is here. Time for a Gin and tonic!", The dogs followed her 
to the kitchen just off the porch hoping this was mealtime. Patty's G and T 
was mostly tonic this time of night. A new six pack of tonic water came out 


from beneath the counter and Jill popped the lid as headlights danced across 


a 


ie Re alt ' 
< u) ai " 
My + 7 - vl 
Par 4) 
ey 
‘ “ < 
; 
hh) 
ip 46 
vat yyy? spey @ 2elan ith « Besieges. one ‘20860 ‘owe. aoe pee 
: : arm 
" ) water! seas gs del tne ead at nog 
; ; ra] ; pe 
; ££ bie KON. SEG M6 ut a rye drf 7 ee i L aptbicole 
Vv ame 
ile 4 . : 4 
Fi : ¥ ; ee ee 
i+ “hcl ec oe? *y Lani aavsense gS . 
i : f ard st a 
‘ ‘ o ie wei 2 edit iad mi | a 
out F.) TEAe’= WGP Lie 
we ha 3 oF i at 
Me ‘ea cow bel P r ri xf 
u Th BLOG TS \ We aT) & Web le ‘ihe ‘ 
3 : ~ an | 
Ses ey |i) 
5 a nt a s2e Bey Tae add th. 
; 24 = rs ; eit) i “a Peay jenn ere | 
) ~ i 
t + J 7 .< 
' } ri | , 4 i’ ' ~— Ee 
1 
“ yy & rruy 
: i% “f 
i ue 
‘ 
\ j , ’ 4) vr 
2 i ¥ 
j ‘x ia re jza/ ‘ 1 
\ he e . apat 
Ad y; OT LSCOT Ss 
‘ { by f 1“) om 
£7 f ong 
‘ Q a Laat i tt 4 CG ee) ers re 
se iJ : ery * P i va + pe Soe. sat. ae | 
a , i, ' F 
2 ay dl? pet ants reel - don Bib L2G. 
S : ‘ 
- r =% <4 2 = : p i ; 
Amel tae cert By eat ithe, fe ke Seat eaee we 4 
i — - Sal = 
rf vedi gokyet bee tea ous” Bae ‘hile fine sean evel 
4 ; yee ; Be - y 7 re 
| r Md . 
i ‘ wi 
2 ah l 7 ie 


[ . oT 
= A BS '; 


E> & 


Sn. gy To ee at, & “Oe omgare otha ones NY te 


~ 


| rte 
oy tisd. vontgleom ee abit anideri daveoey aia Hi cnet 22 
ha a ae 
mo. sete -Staeow BO sab: xte Hen A Sica am 
a : Ls aro ae 
Wee kee fart ee bhi iil o ee Page 2 ee, 


a a 


- ih id 7 a ms 
Pail. iv, k 
ry A a ie cy, 


her kitchen cabinets. 

“Dann... another six psack they left in the sun too long!". Jill headed 
to the extra closetr off her bedroom for a replacement. 

Portobello’s merchants Claimed they were at the end, the very end, of the 
worldwide distribution system. Everything consumed came from Miami; a three 
rat day sea voyage with 20 and 40 foot containers aes re an 
ancient freighter. ‘Fresh produce’, flown in once per week, was almost never 
‘fresh’. Meat had left the Miami distributor forzen, and then sat on the 
Miami docks for hours or even days where it thawed. Once on board the ship, 
the refrigerated containers were poorly if-even maintained so at best the 
forzen goods arrived at Portobello as mush; a semi-frozen state of rethawing 
after having regained Miami air temperature at the docks. What happened to 
the meat after it finalluy arrived on the island was even worse, 


Bottled drinks often lost their a ae 


26 


a J als — : ate natigoae a I en. 
ten 


od mooted ‘hor 40) 1a ae 


H ~ 


a 60 oryent <0! te 


"Damn ... another six pack they left in the sun too long!". Jill headed 
to the extra closet off her bedroom for a replacement. 


Portobello's merchants claimed they were at the end, the very end, of the 
PbO KE Gi tad) an. olet pod 

worldwide distribution system. Everything consumed came from Miami; a three 
Pred 

or four day sea voyage with 20 and 40 foot containers stuffed onto an 


ancient freighter. ‘Fresh produce’, flown in once per week, was almost never 


‘fresh’. Meat that left the Miami distributor frozen sat on the Miami docks 
; d vip 
APO A 


for hours or even days where it thawed. Once on board the ship, the 
refrigerated containers were poorly {fevem maintained so at best the 
frozen goods arrived at Portobello as mush; a semi-solid state of refreezing 


after-having regained Miami air-temperature- at the doeks- What happened to 


the meat after it finally arrived on the island was even worse< [1 


cae | \ 


- Bottled drinks often lost-their ‘fizz’ because they sat for hours or days 


in the hot South Florida or Caribbean air before being properly stored. 


. (he really wealthy people, ‘up the hill’ beyond Jill, flew in their own 


tonic water and soft drinks just to avoid this problem. Jill knew she could 
afford to do this herself, but that would merely attract attention to her. 
That waS a status symbol she could ill afford. 

She heard a vehicle door open and the voice she heard was not the voice 
she anticipated. 

"Jill, I bring friends to you". Everyone knew Gus’s voice and his words 
were so unexpected she dropped the new can of tonic water to the floor near 
her foot. The contents were spilling on the floor when a face appeared in 
her doorway. 

"Hi, remember me...oops, us!". The man with long, thin hair was moving 


aside to display an attractive but bedraggled lady grasping the hand of a 
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small boy. 

Jill's mind went blank. Yes, the faces were familiar but she could not 
place them, She started to answer the-qwuestion when the man spoke again. 

No, Bea lly ak tn 

"We are the Monasto's from Toronto. You were Supposed to meet us at the 
airport today. Remember, we are moving here to start a cabinent making 


\{ } 


aa x ~ ioe? 


business!", | ect eh eet 
ee (ante 

slo bela 'e3 hand went to her throat and she searched her mind for some 
identity for these people. There were now five of them Standing just inside 
the kitchen doorway and Gus had lLumbered Up Wier (Stairs to istand behind them. 

‘Cabinet making business?' That was a blank. 'A mother, a father and at 
least three kids moving here to Portobello??' Another blank. Sierontoy. aac 
That at least was familiar. 

Obviously these people at=beast thought she knew them, and they also had 
expected her to meet them at the airport today. But why? 

"LOOk, it was three months ago” began Paul. “We met you at the Mexican 
restaurant and we talked about going home to sell our costes’ ions and return 
here to live”. A clue. Jill searched her mind. She often ate out at the Hey 
Jose restaurant a couple of nights each week. It was located in the shopping 
and office complex she managed and after long hours in the office she liked 

An AMR 
g0ing there ope ee ee mere And everytime she was there she 
invariably met. some island-struck person or couple. They always said the 
same things. 

'We love it here. What a wonderful place to live. We plan to go home, 
Wrap up our affairs and move here’. And she always had the same helpful 


responses. ‘Why of course I would be happy to help you find a place to live 
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here' she would say. ‘Let me give you my business card and you can telephone 
or FAX me with your requirements. ’ 


"The Mantasos?" she said out loud. 


Clam prey (oe le Nera 


"No, Monastos"” corrected Paul. "What anone ae two FAX Ree what 
about the FAX you sent to us telling us you had found a place for us to 
rent’? } | 

MPA ABA 

Jill shook her head in befuddtement. This was one of her recurriung 
nightmares; somebody showing up on her doorstep at dusk with no place to 
stay and the island would be full. On this Saturday before Christmas she 
instantly knew this was a real crisis. She was trying to explain all of this 
to the now teary eyed man when a new set of headlights bounced up her 
driveway. ‘Let that be Patty’ she prayed to her self in her most catholic 
manner. 

Paul Monasto was doing all of the talking for the family. It was now 
becoming clear that he had indeed sent two FAX messages, first confirming 
their interest in a house, and then just days ago a second FAX confirming 
their arrival time and date. Jill had responded that she had never received 
elther FAX. 

"Lady, you can't make me believe that. We have your FAX telling us about 
the two bedroom home you had reserved for us!" He was pawing through a 

5 nce Pe 
pocket filled with wrinkled sheets of paper when the ben with Pie 
presumed this to be his wife, produced a copy of a FAX from a folder in her 
oversized purse. 

Jill took the piece of paper from rie eee and trying her best to give 
back a reassuring smile, began to read: 


PAUL AND KATHY MONASTO/TORONTO, CANADA/416-889-3419 


28 


( 
9 
* 
' 
t 
? 
K 
’ 
' 4 i 
? 
a ie 
i 
ve 
j ! 4 
‘ 4 
é 
i: 
e J 
‘ 
‘ « 
' 
i 
j 
‘cere 
4 » j 
f ye y 
i 
if = 
al] ¥ 
iva a 


‘ » ane t " 


| 
g. 
£ 
ty) 
; 
{ 
a 
t 
, 
: 
i 
‘ 
rs 
ft ( 
i’ 
- 


| ra , 
“| o Dea 
e ce o ee 
mhtoud yin ide Ove om rate 4 elt bis a 4) 
x ' ‘ ui baie 
(i ~. 
Ne rips HOw ased Sa ‘ 
. 
‘uel Hie bis ete MnOee vai 
> Juma Tan’ De iar ‘1 133 Aabteica: 
ye ru OF FAS pe ee 
, 
LtP) mou isain Sect. teak Meeutar 
> ih i y iz -“MbO ; ‘ive * 
; ’ ad ititkio himtiar ey 
i << / 
<@ ad 4 
r tn vie 2 Lae Vc iam | 
' 
48 \ | i hi i ; ove whi Pi 
4 
; TIT Se weds, Fer 
P i. i i“ yh “ry tite. odesnee fen ; 
noid bed. ed sity ee lo 
’ i ; ’ : a <4 
: Chis y Dith- Weayn orate 
> ‘ ‘ ‘ 15 * mel 
. ft, ven Pah a ee OB Re Te S30. Soar 
Ns f . vie 
; eee Us © 
ayy TEMS eva diinet: sey ‘Gols PRON an Es 
; ’ a 
on Yau Veet Sep pms eek coy aaah sora 
+> VISG tie Pert teat ru: bers ‘beet 


SEA 


a 


VO *. iy 


bet. bait ist ssaqy Fe oat ei 


aaubone \ktw ahd oe oe 


‘ | 4 \ ; sway De! 


“ate tis — te 


ie a 


NOVEMBER 19, 1990 

REF YOUR FAX NOV 10, GOOD NEWS. HAVE TWO BEDROOM PRIVATE HOME, AVAILABLE 

DECEMBER 20 TO APRIL 01 AT $1,400 PER MONTH. ADVISE TF SATISFACTORY AND 

YOUR ARRIVAL DATE. WILL MEET YOU AT AIRPORT. 

And it was signed. 

J.MURPHY/PORTEBELLO/BRITISH WEST INDIES 

Jill was reading it over a third time, not believing her eyes, when 
a welcome voice broke the eee 

"Hi there Miz Murphy; introduce me to all ‘of your friends * Patty 
Was dressed in a loose silken top that revealed perhaps half of her ample 
bosom. And tight, matching silk slacks with white Mite! yes tinted nearly 
blonde hair hung over her short neck. She was, Jill noticed, perfectly 
dressed to sit down on a couch at a cocktail party so the men could stand 
above her and talk while looking straight down her top to her pantiless 
thighs. For 61 years of age, Patty was a knockout and this was one of the 
reasons Jill never went to a party with Patty. She felt she was no match. 

3US Was introducing everyone to Patty who wrapped her arms around his 
Waist and hugged as he did so. Jill was trying to figure out what to do 
next. 

Patty was a take charge kind of person and Jill's mournful eyes pleaded 


With her for assistance. 


> a 
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va - é ; ; : or K Lege me, MA. : 
"Is this the FAX?" she asked taking it from Jill's hand. She too read the 


- FAX while Karen was apologizing to Gus for keeping him away from his family 


at dinner time. Gus assured her that his business came first and besides he 


wouldn't leave them until they had a place to stay. 


"You all stay with me" he finally Said, not certain as to why he was 
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making that offer. Perhaps it was the Christmas season. Karen reached out 
and squeezed his rough, over sized black palm smiling up at the helpful man. 

"You are good enough to be a Saint Gus” she responded. Gus beamed all 
over and suddenly he felt like it really was Christmas time. This was the 
first time he'd felt that feeling in years. 

"OK, let's take it from the top" suggested Patty. “First we have five 
people from Canada who have arrived on our lovely island just. before 
Christmas. They have no place to stay. Doesn't that sound familiar???". 

Only Gus understood she was recalling the story of the birth of Jesus. 

"You apparently don't know what to do with these people” she said 
Dolnting at Jill. {Gus says they can stay at his house: and I... I have a 
party to goto. Say ¢ that weminds me, where is my Gin and Tonic?”. 

Jill scrambled to clean up the mess on the floor and found it already 
dry. Two dogs looked up at her sheepishly and she knew where the tonic water 
vene. “ThankeGod there wae no ein in what [ spilled’ she told herself. 
Seconds later Patty had her drink which she raised to the ceiling. "Now, 
Te Soe soewre ect onmor this mUrlin wham happened vo rthese: peoples 
house? Did you rent it to somebody else???". 

Normally Jill would have felt betrayed by her friend who sounded like she 
was only making things worse. But something inside of her said 'No, Patty 
is handling this beautifully so just play along’. Jill explained that 
inspite of the FAX Patty still grasped in her free hand,. she knew nothing 
about these people except she did vaguely remember meeting them last fall at 
Hey Jose. She never received any FAXes from them; she never sent them a FAX, 
And she certainly did not send the FAX which Patty had in her hand. 


"And" she continued "there have not been any two bedroom houses available 
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on this island in months. I would have never sent such a message”. 

Paul saw disaster looming just ahead. He rationalized that he might send 
two FAXes to somebody and they might. not arrive where directed, but he 
couldn't fathom how he would get one back from someone who never got his 


first FAX unless it had arrived. Instantly he determined Jill was lying and 


ne satdéso (o ested iter a? 

"Hold on" broke in Patty. “Let's save that for another day. Right now we 
have to deal with where you people are going to Suay at east "toniente and 
probably for a week or two until things quiet down with the tourists. Vig ie 
how soon before you could get these people into one of your ‘hobby 
houses'?". She loved to rib Jill about her business. 

Jill thought hard. It wasn't easy given the pressure of the moment and 
this almest strange man standing here in her kitchen Calling “her aVitvar. 
Given a choice, she wouyldn’t help them find a place to live at all. But 
there was that FAX to consider. 

"Ahhh...there is the Marshfield house but it wouldn't be available until 
mid January and that would be far more than $1,400 per month. Besides it has 
four bedrooms", 

"Oh boy, a bedroom for everyone!" cried Camille who was especially upset 
over losing her private bedroom back in Toronto. 

sper tenorea the child? "And there TS the Yingery, enor walt ao minute: 

I have it! The Whitebourn house will be empty January 3rd and it never rents 
for more than $1,500 a month. I think I can talk David and Petula into 
leasing it for say $1,400 per month if you will agree to take it for aereoay § 
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It was becoming decision time. Karen had stayed out of the conversation 
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to ae eg Instde: her stomach was tied in knots and for ‘the first time 
she trully regretted ever sasecsting the family move to this funny island. 
She took command again. 

“pl think I like that. But what do we do until Janudry 3rd?" ., 

Patty instantly eee nee this family's Strength was hidden and 
she turned to Karen and began organizing their affairs. 
, "OK, Jill has one spare bedroom and those two couches in the living room. 
Upecoard 14: work POR tonients wou cc wall? Berore Jill could answer Karen 
spoke again. 

"That's a fine idea, isn't it Paul. We are all so very tired from the 
eum ogy POL sUraveling. . 

on Ure Hho i aaa 

Patty pontinved «Now. tomorrow GUS Sand iwi opindeyousa places ta stay 
until panueny 3rd. Jill will make the arrangements with the Whitebourn's 
Or ae the Gra. Good, it's all settled. Now, Jill,.how about refreshing 
Myer ee 

Gus, Peter and Anthony disappeared down the stairs to bring up the 
family's luggage. When piled in the middle of the living room, there would 
barely be room for walking. And polite conversation over the top: of the 


stack would be impossible. 
a 


Go HAT] 


a , a p ee ae : Sy hte 
Jill, in shell shock started to refill PattyAs. drinksas Karen and 


Patty walked over to her. The children and the dogs disappeared onto the 
back Corel. 

Karen spoke first. 

"I want to thank you, both of you, for this mercy saving mission. We had 
planned everything so carefully and we thought we had done very well to get 


everything arranged...". 
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Jill interrupted when she saw Karen dabbing her cheeks with a paper 
tissue from her purse. "I know you don't believe me but I never saw that FAX 
before. I never saw your FAXes and I simply do not understand how all of 
this happened. But I can't let you go off Ande svay au Gus sr nouse....1 mean, 
Wom 1t just wouldn.s be suitable.” 

Party Was smiling. “it would have been just fine, Jill, but these people 
need a half-way house for a night or two. They left white civilization 
behind in Toronto and to drop them into the native world here without a 
period of time to adjust would have been a mistake.” 

Turning to Karen, she continued "We will get to the bottom of the FAX 
mess but it may take a day or two. Regardless, it is as Joly Saves. There are 
no two bedroom homes available tonight and unless we find something in the 
mext day or two, you will stay here with her. She vo t mind, Wiki you 
Jill?" and she turned to glare at her friend who believed that down deep 
Patty was blaming her for the entire mess, 

"Now, there is one ritual we have not properly observed here Jill. Karen, 
what. dO you and Paul drink?". Patty began to pull bottles from Jill's liquor 
closet while Karen assisted by emptying an ice tray. 

The van empty Gus returned a final time to say good bye and to renew his 
offer that the family could stay with him. Gus was already like family; 2 
was strange how this older black man, not a part of their generation or 
culture, could be taken so warmly into their hearts {mn such a short period 
of time. As Gus worked his way down the thin driveway after narrowly missing 
Patty's car, Patty announced her intention to leave as well. 

"Tomorrow" she announced to the room since nobody was near her at that 


moment "we will scour this island to find you temporary living quarters”. 
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In the meamntime you can all pitch in to help Jill get a dinner put 
together. I'm certain you will all eat and crash in short order. Me, I 
am going to a dinner party and let the men dribble their drinks on me! 
Geen tight all’. 


~end- 
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CHAPTER tHREE/ 

Polly Conner was somebody to be feared. She had achieved a social and 

ew 

business position on Portobello which @e—persan dared discuss openly. There 
Was an aura about the lady which sent fear through anyone who had to face 
her directly. When her busband, Bill, was living, she knew why people 
automatically deferred to her in public and private. It was olit of respect 
for what Bill had done for Portobello and the whole of the Turks and Caicos. 

There were white ex-pats and there were white British government 
officials. And there were black ex-pats and the black natives. Bill Conner 
fit into none of these convenient nitches. Yes he was white, and yes he was 
an ‘ex-patriot’ island resident. But if you asked a native to list every 
Single ex-pat on Portobello, most would not have included Bill Conner on 
that list. Ask them why they left Conner off the list and they would say 
something like ‘Bill Conner? Ahhh, he ex-pat but he O.K., not like rest 
of them! He like me.' 

Openly, Bill Conner was hardly a beloved man. Most of the native 
government officials were fearful of the power he could wield with his radio 
Stations and television cable network. To be sure, while he did use that 
power Sparingly and then only under what he considered the most pressing of 
circumstances, the threat of that power was always on their government 
minds. The native government personnel blamed the British for allowing 
control of the national airways to slip away in the late 1970s to a 
‘foreigner’; Bill Conner. To be sure, it had been a British Governor who at 
the time personally intervened to grant Conner the authority to bring radio 
and television to the islands. But it had been a native government official, 


With the full sanction of his national party, which sought out Conner and 
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talked him into visiting the islands in the first place for that very 
purpose. 

Conner's modest start, a small satellite dish coupled to a flea-powered 
ten watt TV transmitter housed in his teenage son’s bedroom, seemed innocent 
enough in the fall of 1979. These first-ever television transmissions 
merely relayed programs transmitted via satellite from the United States and 
the ten watt transmitter reached but a small segment of Portobello. 

The population of Portobello was perhaps 900 in 1979. Of this, there were 
fewer than 100 whites. Many of the whites had been miffed about the coming 
of television. 

"I came here because the United States has been ruined, homogenized, by 
television and the media’ one had angrily told Conner shortly after he began 
iileessrvice,) Now yourhave brought it here; I don't like it!*. 

The Portobello natives however loved it. They couldn't wait until they 
had TV sets in their homes. In just over a decade their island had lept into 
the 20th century; first roads and cars, then electricity and refrigerators, 
followed by color television and solid state boom boxes. 

Television was the major factor; with it they learned all about the 
outside world and the toys of that world. The more they saw, the more the 
wanted,and,the more they became like Americans: since vVartually all of their 
television came via satellite from the USA, 

Barly on, Conner recognized their quest to see more, to know more,and he 
had added TV channels until there were seven in all. But in his mind even 
that was not enough; though it was 6 more than the Bahamas had or 5 more 
than Jamaica. So he had switched his TV from over the air broadcast to cable 


and when he married Polly in 1985 the 32 channel cable system was believed 
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to be one of the most modern in the world. There was live European TV from 
the BBC in London, live South American TV from Venezuela and Brasil, seven 
channels via satellite from Canada and the balance representing every 
important service offered in America. It was such a diverse selection of 
television that people actually vacationed on the island to stay indoors and 
awitoh from continent to continent, source to source all day and night. It 
was a dial twisters delight. 

Polly Conner inherited the controlling interest in this cable system, 
four radio stations, and a sizeable collection of quite prime real estate 
when he died. She had been dabbling in the travel agency business for three 
years on Portobello before his death, and prior to her marriage to Bill she 
and her first husband had built up a very successful electronics 
manufacturing business at home in Wisconsin. 

Bill and Polly had been married only three years when one day he told her 
he needed to go to the states for a medical check-up, Normally she would 
have been at his side but this time he convinced her someone had to stay 
behind to mind the businesses. He never returned to the island, dieing only 
a week after leaving. Bill had called her one night to say he was coming 
home the next day; only the next day the clinic had called to say he had 
died during the night. 

Polly had at first retreated into a shell so thick that not even the 
couple's dearest friends could penetrate it. Then one day several months 
later she had suddenly reappeared in their business offices and in town at 
the bank. She made it very plain to everyone she encountered that she was 
firmly in control, of everything. To each she had said ‘And if you need 


something, ANYthing, you come to see me. Don't go to anyone else. I will 
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handle ALL of your problems. ' 

Every aspect. of the radio and televiston business now received new 
scrutiny. Polly had reports on her desk every morning: the identity of every 
new subscriber to the cable system and their location. Every new radio 
Station advertiser had to be passed by her before the advertiser was allowed 
on the radio. This was a private arrangement she had with the radio station 
manager, and those advertisers turned away never knew it was because Polly 
Conner herself had vetoed thelr use of her radio for their paid 
advertisements. 

Polly's own business, the travel agency, went into a rapid expansion 
mode. The island did not have guided tours for tourists. Polly brought in 
tour buses and hired taxi-drivers to operate them. Each driver was schooled 
on how to conduct tours, what to say, when to say it. And every tourist who 
took such a tour ended up on.a list which Polly reviewed at the end of each 
day. She knew who was on the island and where they had come from; at all 
times. Her travel agency represented Pan American as well as the air charter 
operators coming to Portobello. Bach day she had access to the incoming 
passenger lists and often her agency was also involved in the hotel booking 
process. That gave her access to their credit card numbers and with those 
numbers, her staff could quickly determine who had high or even unlimited 
Cree nicearheor VhioOse Wilh iniimi tedorediy or credit limits or $25; 000 
and up arrived on yet another daily report on her desk, 

Polly Conner was to be feared because Polly Conner knew more about the 
people on the island than anyone else. The mystery to those few who 
suspected she collected such information was simply ‘But, what does she do 


with this it?’ No-one, not even her attorney Herbert McPherson, 
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would have fantasized the truth. 

Polly Conner's 1990 pre-Christmas trip had been painful. Her first 
husband, Allen, had insisted they not have children. As a devout Catholic, 
this had been difficult for Polly to accept as he never at hinted this 
before their marriage. Each Christmas she had tried to make up in little 
ways for not having children. For example, she always purchased a LOyO.a 
real toy, for Allen. He had received electric trains, tin soldiers, and for 
each year of their 18 year marriage there was a German hand carved wooden 
nut cracker on a shelf in his den. Familiar with the routine, comfortable 
with what it did for her, Polly had tried the same approach with Bill. Only 
Bill had four children and he never appreciated fully the meaning of an 
electric train or a new German nut cracker for his den shelf. Polly was 
determined however and so each Christmas she had arranged for such presents 
to greet Bill. This was now the second Christmas without Bill. No more ‘Shia 
no Allen. When Polly had returned from shopping in Fort Lauderdale on this 
saturday flight, she had carried with her the 25th German nut cracker 
she had bought in 25 years. This one she would wrap and place under the tree 
and when on Christmas morning all of the presents for her now~annual house 
guests would be opened, she would take the unmarked box with her to what had 
been Bill's den. There she would shut the door, unwrap the nutcracker, and 
for at least 30 minutes she would hold the German piece to her breast 
and sob to herself. Then she would stand up, adjust her skirt and blouse, 
Wipe her eyes and carefully place the nutcracker on the shelf next to the 
others. On the way back to her guests, Polly would slip into the den 
bathroom to reapply her eye makeup, and straighten her hair. 


Tonight she was alone in the house Bill built, by choice. All of the 
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presents, including the nutcracker, were to be wrapped. In the two days 
remaining until Christmas there would be two more Pan American flights and 
each would bring house guests for her Christmas. She wondered why she had 
invited 9 people to the island for Christmas. ‘Never mind, it is too late 
now’ she told herself. There were meala to prepare, presents to wrap, and 
five days of business records to review. A business associate had traveled 
back with her this day but she had asked him to stay at the Ramada, only a 
few hundred yards up her beach, for tonight. Even her maid and yard boy had 
been dismissed this evenine. 

Out of habit she picked up the five day stack of papers reporting on the 
activities of her travel agency. She skimmed the reports reading the bottom 
line numbers first. Her head was faster than an electronic calculator and 
her mind was a quick access set of Statistics to the comparable numbers of 
last December; and the one prior. She smiled her private, all knowing smile 
realizing her business was running 12% ahead of the year before. Rippling 
the ‘contact sheets’ from the travel agency's special ‘private meetings’ 
task force, one caught her eye. She stopped to read through the hand- 
completed form. 

CONTACT: VAVEri hl dupont,’ LE 

HOME: Wilmington, Deleware 

ARRIVAL: 19/12/90 

PURPOSE: Wants to buy vacation home, likes south shore line. 

STATUS: Married, three children in college at Princeton 

PREFERENCES: Liked mé on top, prolonged oral. 

DATA: Ramada room 134, alone 


COMMENTS: None 
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REP: Sonya 

she gat hte form aside by itself on her oversized mahogony work table, 
There were three Aeneas on Polly's Tee Bach was locked and she carried 
the keys on a golden chain Ae erie carte her neck or in her constant 
companion waist-worn ifzard skin belly bag. She reached for the chain and 
lifted the keys from their resting amex between her two ultra-white 
breasts. Selecting the red key she unlocked one of the keyboards and 
applied power to the laptop word processor. 

As the laptop completed its RAM testing sequence Polly retrieved the 
contact report sheet and rescanned the terse report. Approvingely, she 
RiovetiietoMmersel: “Sonya is at clast learning to cutout the erap. Now 
she needs to work on her summary.’ 

Rach ‘contact report’ was an important document to Polly Conner. These 
reports formed the nucleus of her strength on Portobello. She was informed 
by them and sometimes she was excited by what they said. The information 
would be put to excellent use; promptly. The excitement would keep her going 
for a day or two until another shot of adenilin tickled her veins 
from a contact that had not yet happened. She turned to the waiting word 
processing program and selected the commands to gain entry to her outward 
bound ‘Memo’ file. 

“S#i1” it began, 

"REF A. duPont; excellent form but "prolonged oral” begs further 

detailed explanation. Please correct in future.’ 

Polly never signed her contact staff memos; a precaution against them 
being discovered by a snoop. The contact girls, or CGs as she called them, 


had strict instructions to tear all written memos into small pieces and 
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flush them down a toilet immediately after reading them. Girls had been 
demoted or fired on the spot for disobeying this routine. 

The laptop was given three new commands which would assure the memo would 
be in Sonya’'s hands by 8 AM the next morning; even if it would be sunday. 
That. realization shocked her; the Sunday prior to Christmas! She was in 
charge of the special pre-Christmas service at the SHNtr vas Only Sea siolic 
church and, she glanced at her watch, it was now 9 PM. There were Still many 
details to cover before 8 AM Sunday. She pushed herself back from the 
work table, and stopped. duPont needed attention, now; church or no church. 

Three telephones hung on the wall to the left of her table. There was a 
headset attached to each and these allowed her to move freely about the room 
while engaged in long telephone conversations on any of the instruments. 
Mechanically, a well practiced routine, she reached for the headset on the 
yellow phone and set it softly over her Fort Lauderdale hairdo. She reached 
to the wall instrument and pushed the fourth memory dial button. Then she 
got up from her leather covered executive chair and walked to a file cabinet 
ACrOSS the room. 

"deNuff here” answered the voice at the other end. 

"Bob, I am home". 

"Jesus Christ I'm glad to hear that. Things have been too damned quiet 
around here for five days! Did you enjoy Vio ras 

"Later, I have a lead for you and I don't know how long he will be here. 
His name is " and she turned to her work table to pick up the sheet of 
paper, "Averill duPont the third and he's from Wilmington. This should bring 
back some memories to you. He's interested in a building lot on the south 


shore; he's at the Ramada without his wife or three Children,” 
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"God, how I’d like to sell some property back to the duPonts! He must 
be a cousin or something. Did you know there are more than 1,000 duPonts 
now and each is at least a millionaire-". 

"Got to run Boby let me know how it turns out". And she clicked off the 
headset switch, removing the instrument delicately from her head leaving 
real estate seller Bob deNuff staring at his own handset now filled with the 


buzzing dial tone. 
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Chapter Four 

Jill Murphy instingtdyaly pulled the sheet over her head when the new 
morning sun poured through the apen wooden shutters of her bedroom window. 
She was not awake as a tiny voloa said to her "This is the most beautiful 
thing I have ever seen". Jill sat upright with a burst of energy and tossed 
the sheet aside. There, sitting up beside her was Camille Monasto intently 
Staring through the open window at the sunrise basking The Pond below in 


brilliant orange streamers of light. 


"Have you been awake long?" mumbled Jill, trying to recall why this small 
white girl was in bed with her. It all came back in a flash. 


“when you moved the sheet I woké up” said the little girl. "Ts it like 
this every morning?". 

Jill knew the answer was ‘yes, but... "y She couldn't remember the last 
time she had awoken with a small youngster in her bed. Large white men, 
medium sized black men, yes. But a small, white girl...not even her grand 
daughter had ever slept with her. 

"Let's go seé about breakfast" responded Jill; “you let me use the 
bathroom and then it will be your turn!". 

Camille was already out of bed and running through the door to the 
guest bedroom across the hallway. "Mommy, Daddy...come see the beautiful 
sunrise” she was calling. Jill could her Paul's muffled voice of protest 
through the half opened doorway. "Good God honey, do you know what time it 
1s?"y% Then Karen's softer voice. "Good morning Camille, is Mrs. Murphy up 
yet?" 

[It was only minutes past 6 AM but the winter sun was already in full 


view. Portobello had elected to remain in the eastern time zone even though 
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it should. really giGin the Atlantic, time-zone. The politicians knew most of 
their tourists and virtually all of the country’s business ties were 
associated with the eastern shoreline of the United States. So they ‘fudged! 
a little and kept local clocks on eastern time to make the tourism and 
business worlds easier to handle. Only Club Med elected to operate on 
Atlantic time; they said it gave them more useful hours of sunlight at the 
end of the day, especially in winter. The locals adjusted by always saying 
‘Club Med Time’ when they had an appointment with somebody at Le Club. 
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Jill's shower was running at full force, which was (not much force \since) 


Nk ey ay 


water Was precious this time of year, Ws ae her bedroom to check on 
the two boys, Bart and Tony, who had—beerm assigned to sleep on thé couches 
in the living room. Both boys required special, intensive care to awaken as 
the day before had been one of the most OER gt ae of their young lives. 


Karen and Jill had talked alone jus ees retiring, and Karen “had 


Sree 


a 


learned that Jill was-to attend a special pre-Christmas church service 
this morning. Jill had invited them to join her, and Karen's instant 
reaction had been 'Oh no!'\ She had tossed and turned for almost an hour 
thinking about that response | Nr haart 

TH nia wer : 

“She and Paul had—been married in a non-sectarian chapel. They had never 
attended church in 13 years of marriage, nor during the three prior years 
when they had lived together. She had grown up in a fam lye that.on ly 
attended church on Easter and occasionally at Christmas. She had to dig 
deeply to remember what kind of church it had been; resbyterian as it 


turned out. 


Paul on the other hand had been raised in a BER AGL Catholic environment. 
ian} 


He had- <i a choir boy, a server and he had carried the cross into the 
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church in front of the priest for several years. When he ran away from home 
and Catholic high school at 16, he-had vowed he would never set foot in a 
Catholic church again. This was a cause of serious friction between Paul and 
his family; each of his brothers and sisters were raising their children in 
the same Catholic setting they had been raised in. 

Karen knew Jill’s invitation was more than simple courtesy. She had 
casually mentioned Paul's upbringing as a Catholic in their conversation and 
she quickly noticed how Jill's tired eyes had flashed with excitement. Now 
with the morning sun greeting their first full day as a family on 
Portobello, she vowed this was a time to forget the past and start anew. 

"Wake up Bart; you too Tony” she nudged gently. "We are POLNSEtLOMcnuren”. 
Both boys sat up sleepily and rubbed their eyes. 

"Church, Mom?" asked Tony through a stifled yawn. "You did Say echumch! 


"Yes, I said church; Catholic church. Come on, let's get these covers 
picked up so Jill won't have to do it. Then you can help me find you some 
church cloths in these bags!", 

vamille came into the living room to report, "Daddy says he's going to 
Sleep some morey Bart corrected her before Karen could speak. 


"We are going to church; Catholic church” he exclaimed proudly. Camille 


looked at her mom for confirmation and bolted back to her parent's bedroom. 


Leith $ oft 
CP bay 4 pel rs 


Paul was not ready for the words he heard her say. Karen was right behind 
her but too slow to stop the announcement. 

"Daddy, daddy, we are going to Catholic church. Oh, it will be just like 
a real Christmas with church and everything-". 

"Bullshit, over my dead;", Karen interrupted him with a terse “shhh" 


and her fingers to her lips. Jill was just exiting the bathroom sandwiched 
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between the two bedrooms and she ad caught only the tail end of the 
conversation. 

"Good morning you all!" she announced witisle fluffing her hair with a 
towel. "The shower is ready for the next one; please remember how short we 
are of water and Keepevyour shower short ts With that she popped back into 
her bedroom and closed the door behind her. 

"So’ thought Jill,’ Karen decided to go to church afterall. It remained 
to be seen whether Paul or even the kids came with her. Wouldn't that be a 
feather in her cap if she showed up with five new potential! Catholics in 
tow!’ With a regular attendence of fewer than 50 et—her-chureh, the entire 
congregation was under pressure to keep the church open. AS 42 part of the 
Archdiosese from the Bahamas, it wasn’t Bea yesiimot. loved church eet the 

Vere re con 


Bishop -had told them the church would continue to provide a priest and 


Support but only if the congregation beat the bushes for new members. They 


{| 
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had tried enticing the French speaking staff at Club Med to attend, placing 
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printed cards in every hotel room, Polly Conner had far more announcements 
on radio and TV than she should run given the size of the Catholic group on 
Portobello. They even had lists of people who have been brought up Catholic 
or who had attended the church elsewhere. Fach had been visited and 
me 

revisited withtinvitations.to attend. [t wasn’t working very well, and with 
the exception of Polly Conner's uncanny ability to reach visiting Catholics 
there on vacation, and to talk them into attending, the church was not doing 
well, 

"Wouldn’t Polly Conner be jealous when gin appeared with five people!" 
she mused softly to herself. 


"Paul, hear me out" began Karen. “When Jill invited us last nightatetotd 
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her no way. But I couldn't sleep for the longest time after I did that. I 
know how much pain you have from your childhood. Maybe it wouldn't be the 
Same now you are a father yourself. Please, please, let us go just this one 
Sunday. Remember we did come here to start a totally new life. It would mean 
so much to the children and I know Jill would be very grateful if we went". 
"Karen, the last person I feel obligated to at the moment is Jill. If she 
hadn't screwed up, we'd be in our own home right now and none of this would 
have come up. Having said that, the rest of your argument is sound. This is 
Sweeties tis Sua brand new start for all ci vs, andl guess it wouldn't 
hurt if we all went to church with her. Just don't expect me to carry the 


cross down the aisle! "y 
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Karen did something she rarely did. She threw both arms around Paul .and << 
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grabbed through the sheet at his testicles,” laughing loudly’ They rolled 


over on the bed giggling and professing their love for one another as 


f 


Camille, torn between Staying and watching her mommy and daddy, and being the 
first to tell the boys something important finally raced to the living room 
to announce the decision. 

"Daddy is going to church too!" she screamed. In her bedroom, buttoning 
up a white cotton dress, Jill broke out in a wide erin then she heard the 
news Per ote hee oeen Goon. 


Portobello's Catholic church had been built on preperty donated 


da \ \ 


~=by—the government, Just across Windward Highway was the Anglican Church; ©, 
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We ; ‘ as ° 2 BS : Lf ye" , ‘ , 
a few hundred yards on towards town a church, being built by the island's 
(or ef D om e ; 
most successful native businessman; Avery Watson Burgess. Theirabuilding was 


unlike most Catholic churches because the Bishop of the Bahamas and the 
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Turks and Caicos Islands believed the community needed a community center 
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) (with the priest at the alter when Jill entered. Tyo white men, visitors 


more than they needed another church, at-—this-stage of development , 

After spending $115,000 for the building, the money had run out so the 
building sat on barely graded bush and rough ground, and there was no formal, 
nor dedicated parking area. Because the building was off the highway a 
considerable distance, people could not park on the highway. So those who 
camé late were always subjected to pulling their vehicles off the road into 


Che bush. Jill and the five Monastos arrived 45 minutes before the service 


\ st 
y eT 3 
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Was scheduled to begin. Polly Conner was already there and she vas) talieing — 1 
pes x\Cx® \ 

Polly had rounded up and brought with her, sat towards the rear of the 

Oblong hall, 

"Why good morning and Merry Christmas” greeted Polly. "I Suppose we have 
you to thank once again for thes lovely floral arrangements!", Jill beamed 
With pride and to make certain the Visiting priest knew she was responsible 
for the flowers she replied "Why yes, I searched all over the island 
yesterday for these blossoms: they do add a nice touch, don't you agree?" 
addressing the priest directly. 

"Bless you my child" said the, priest: HOU a-day younger than foo. "T ie 
am amazed how such a small congregation can maintain such a functional Vey 
facility. I am Father McClaskey ", bowing slightly towards Jill. 

Paes Murphy sne replied, and SUA ars e elance at Polly to. see 
if she was paying Seo turned to the Monastos. "This is the 
Monasto family; they arrived only yesterday from Toronto and they have 
immigrated here” she said proudly. "This ts Paul, his wife Karen, and these 


aré Bart, Camille and Anthony”. 


Anthony corrected Jill. "Tony" he Said, not sure whether he should reach 
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out to shake the priest’s hand. He had never been in a Catholic church in 
Dette; tor that. matcer, only one church atwall. ‘nd ‘hig parents didn't 
know about the time he had stayed over with his friend Donny and attended 
church with them. 

Polly Wae 2agiig dust) Witte Piercing stare. Welcome to Portobello” 
she said to the family and turning back to Jill asked, "My goodness, I didn't 
know we had a new Canadian family migrating to the island. Why didn't you 
Pelee cuout tiie pefore, Jill yerolly was making a mental note to find 
out how her intelligence network had missed these new arrivals. 

Jill looked away from Polly's eyes and out the window. "Well, it is too 
fong.4 story for right now; let’s just say they are a Surprise to me as 
vee,” 

Polly was not satisfied. "Tell me Paul, what do you plan to do here?” 
She was disregarding Karen and the children for the moment. 

Paul bit his lip, remembering his brief recognition of Mrs. Conner at 
the Re ae arrived. There was an aura of authority about the lady 
and he knew there had to be good reason why so many of the ex-pats he and 
Karen met during their fall visit spoke of her only in guarded terms. 

He took a deep breath and let it go. 


"T am a wood worker and I have operated businesses in Canada building 


mt er » 
,y [Vi 
hi 


cabinets, furniture and kitchens, he started. "We wack | a iat ierets fhe 
housing boom we saw when we first came here three months ago tells me there 
is a need for this sort of business here”. 

"T see" answered Polly. "But you do realize that the government maintains 
very close reins on new businesses here and during the past two years there 


have been .onty a handful of new businesses approved for immigrants?"s Polly 
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disliked the term ex-pat and she would never be heard in public describing 
people as black or white. 

"Yes, we know that,’ responded Paul. He was suddenly very nervous because 
this lady had instantly pinpointed the one Dart GL tae which concerned 
him the most. He had a plan, and even a handshake agreement to deal with the 
closed-shop policy of the native government, but he worried whether he could 


count on this agreement. Suppose he had uprooted the family COMths distant 


an ihe ) 


potnt and LC all tell apart? 

"I think we have that covered" and he winked at Mrs. Conner before he 
realized how foolish that must appear. He thought Pees change the 
Subject and blurted out, "I believe you operate the radio and TV here; Karen 


is a very experienced radio and television broadcaster. You two have that in 
ictre (A haere a 


NA i ao " 
¥\ re 


common". as 
ne xi : NeesiNhe 
i ye 
Polly Conner meted his emotional outburst away—for—future reference and 


turned with sincere interest a eS Choosing. her words carefully, she 
Sked Kewen, "Will you be looking to resume your broadcasting career here?". 
Karen was caught totally unprepared for this twist in the conversation. 
pwelin mo, J -don'@ think so. Moving here is such 2 change for our family 
and the children will need lots of specialized care at least during the next 


few months, And, Paul and I work together as a team. Besides, Paul didn't 


AN oN 


\ G + . © © * C 
telt-you I haven't been active in broadcasting for more than a decade". 


The church was beginning to fill now and Polly Conner had details to tend 
to. She elected to cut the conversation short. 

"Paul, if you need any assistance, please don't hesitate to call on me. 
sometimes just being established here can open doors for a newcomer. Karen, 


[I'd like to talk with you more about your broadcasting experience, When you 
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~ét settled, please call me. And children, welcome to Portobello®, With that 
she turned quickly to the priest and Sena SLE Meer the service's 
sequence, 

Jill knew she had been ‘dismissed’ and nervously she helped the Monasto 
family find five chairs. Polly Conner went through the ritual steps related 
to the service but split her mind into two segments; a trick she had learned 
while in business with her first husband. In the second segment Polly tried 


to piece together the Monasto puzzle. 


Cx ays 


’Families arrived new to Portobello each week. White families only <earne 
now after arranging a relationship with a native person. She hadn't 
exaggerated the government policy regarding immigrant buSinesses to Paul. 
So who was Paul's business partner? Which local native businessman needed 
cabinets and interior finishing work in homes he was building? She'd call 
Avery Burgess immediately after church; he would probably know. 


"Karen's background was especially interesting#, Of all fs sienees 
activities, the four radio stations created the biggest headaches. The 
government wanted her to employ only native announcers and news people. She 
Radeiest Stedeae ticsttbecaiise her Bil nad alac tried and failed TOCr ta 


native help that could be relied upon. Her radio stations were the day to 
c 


i 


day pulse of the community since the newéspaper was at best weekly and often 
it slipped two weeks between issues. Nearly one year ago, after going 
through five natives in ten months she had called on some favors through her 
native friends and gotten government permission to bring in an experienced 
Stateside radio person. She had started by bringing in a black American, 
calculating his skin color would make him more palatable to the natives. 


Unfortunately this fellow immediately decided he was far brighter and far 
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more worldly than the natives and his arrogant parted brought howls of 
protest from black and white alike. 

‘Cod how she missed Bill in a situation like the radio stations faced. 
When he was here, he did the news and ran the radio stations himself. The 

| ire 
whites knew he was white and the natives didn't think of him as white; just 
as their friend Bill Conner. How could he just up and leave her without 
warning or notice? She could never forgive him for that!) 

‘Now her radio stations were on their second white ex-pat manager in 
6 months and the present one was a closet boozer who often disappeared just 
when he was most needed. Just last week he had allowed two advertisers on 
the radio after she had said no -on both, and he had run a news story that 
her dearest native friend, Avery Burgess, had found offensive. 

*Yes, she needed to find a better person to head up the local radio 
operation. She would check out this Karen Monasto person the very minute 
her contacts in Toronto were in their offices Monday morning. ’ 

Her next- step plans in place, Pauline Conner ‘clicked off' the magical 
second channel of her mind and concentrated on the pre-Christmas service now 
underway. There was an encouraging turnout on this almost holiday Sunday. 
Every folding chair was fikted a perhaps 20| people stood at the back of 
the room, many around the double door entry way facing the rough sand lot 
outside. The first and second readings were noW over and the ea a iece 
was telling everyone how pleased he was to be here on this beautiful island 
to help them celebrate the holiday Mass. His message waS preparatory to the 
birth of Christ and he talked of Mary and Joseph at this very moment in 
time heading towards Jerusalem where the Christ child would be born. He 


looked across the sea of faces, mostly white except for the occasional black 
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faced Haitian who had stumbled into this early service out of ignorance for 


the special Prench mass to be held at. 10:30, and suggested to the 
congregation since few if any of those listening were natives to this land, 
they too were ‘on a pilgrimmage’', perhaps like Mary and Joseph. 

When she heard those words, Karen began to cry and giant tears trickled 
down her cheek. Up to this point Paul had stared straight ahead, lost in his 
own thoughts and never once looking at his wife. Karen was unfamiliar with 
the ritual of the Catholic church and had been unsure when to stand and when 
Poms teat irsty Paul had Berenice this and he took ee hand just after 


Yu 
the service began and eee bressure On hem hand to, tell ae what to do next. 


Instinctively he sectehiael into his back Pocket and pulled out a fresh 


\ ; 
\ a a fou 


hankerchief pressing ees Karen's hand, as te held it tightly. He still 


\ 3 mu ; « we ¢ a . - * . 
dtd not look at her and she took the hankerchief-and dabbed away the tears 


“ ” aN 
a es \ 
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that-were now falling freely. otanding at the rear so another could be 
seated, Polly Conner noticed Karen dabbing her face and after studying the 
couple for a moment correctly deduced that Karen was carrying a large 
burden. And that deduction she filed away in her mind, certain it too would 
prove to be useful in the future. 

At the end of the service the Priest placed himself at the door to speak 
With each parishner as they left the church. As the forward -chetr rows 


emptied Jill busted herself straightening the chairs and picking up the 
English language handouts placed on each eketr before the service. She 
noticed the Montasos were not moving towards the door with the rest and 
called to Anthony and Bart. 

"Do you boys want to assist me? We need to pick up these handouts, 


ye“ 


straighten the chairs, and then pass out the yellow sheets at the back of 
{\ f\ 
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the church.” The yellow sheets were in French as in less than 15 minutes 
“Ved, PHS Tiere 


Kav Ve oy 
the room would be fuld4ebed again with French speaking Haitians who lived on 
qs 


the island. 


Both agreed in an instant and Paul decided helping out would be better 
; ze hy ie rely Wy ay rm aa wy GN i a1 


than standing ec what to do next. Camille and her Mom 


gat down tO wait for the cue to leave with J2i 


Polly Conner excused herself from her position at the back of the Church 
next to the priest and walked towards Jill. When Jill saw Polly coming, she 
took a deep breath and started counting to 10. She had reached 8 when Polly 
was close enough to speak. 

rh, Canewe talk tOr 2 moment?" she asked. Jill dreaded the taquisition 
she knew was coming and she beckoned to Polly to follow her into the 
Priest's quarters at the rear of the church hall: 

"T know what you want to ask me" Jit) beean” “and I-can honestly say I 
don't know the answer!". Polly smiled to herself because Jill was such a 
defensive person around her. she knew just how to get Jill to Chur SUC 
things a more controlled person would never tell her: 

Mihve ln, lecan o imdeine what you can be referring UG Oe ee as 
totally unprepared for "The church looks so nice today, you did a wonderful 
job with those flowers. I wanted you to know how much the Church board 
appreciates your devotion.” 

Jill was so relieved at what she heard that she immediately opened up 
like a faucet that had lost its pepcock. 

"Oh Polly, yesterday was such a hectic day. I had three families come 


back to their homes and I needed help getting them from the airport. And I 
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found these flowers in the yard at the Thompson house and before I knew it I 
had cut more than I needed for the Thompsons and I thought, well, why not, 
I'll just take them to the church rather than waste them and ....” 

Polly reached out to squeeze Jill's hand. Her next statement was a 
calculated gamble but she knew it waS going to pay off before she even 
finished it. 

"And then you had the five Monastos show up and you didn't expect them 
and before you knew it...”. 

Jill never let her finish. "And before I knew it they were all staying at 
my house because they had no place else to stay. Patty practically insisted 
they stay with me and I barely even know them. Now they are there, and I 
don't know what ta do next |* 

Polly listened carefully as Jill told her the entire story, including the 
mysterious FAX messages, 

"Surely you can see how it must appear to Paul and his family, however" 
she said to Jill; just to be sure that Jill understood that if this did 
haceen ca dll ear “iieecir) tookedebaditonr Jal ie 

"Of course I do; that’s why I allowed Patty to talk me into putting them 
up for the night. But I have my own guests coming tomorrow; they can't 
Stay with me untill January 3rd." Jill almost added they couldn't stay even 
if she would like the money they could be charged, but at this point there 
seemed no correct way to bring up charging the Monastos. 

"Can you put up with them for the rest of today; until tomorrow 
morning if necessary? I think I might have an answer but I need a few hours 
ti work t out. e 


Instantly Jill totally relaxed. Her deep sigh told Polly all she really 
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wanted to know. "Yes of course I can! I mean that would be fantastic. You 


are a real friend" and she did something she had never done before. She 
reached out to caress Polly's hand and kiss her on the cheek. 

Jill rounded up the Montasos and no sooner had she walked them to her car 
then she started telling them of Polly Conner's promise to ned oe Tits 
Obvious to Paul and Karen a big load had been removed from Jill's mind but 
both wondered why this frightening lady had taken an interest in their 
welfare, 

"18 this the sort of thing she often does" quizzed Pauls.) mean, she 
told me to call her if I needed anything and even suggested she might help 
me with my permits and stuff if I needed help. She hardly knows us...". 

Jill wanted to tell Paul her own version of the real truth about Pou iy 
Conner but thought better of it. Afterall, if she said what she was 
thinking, Paul and Karen might not allow Polly to Helpeout . soushe Carer iiisgy 
chose her words, certain that at some point they would be répeated by either 
Paul or Karen to an inquiring Polly Conner. 

Well, here a2 no person on this island you could better choose to be 
your beneractor. If there isa a solution to be found to a ditticuit ) problem, 
Pauline Conner will find its y She didn't add ‘especially if that solution 
somehow pereritg Danae Conner’, "Now, suppose I show you all how to get to 
the beach and you leave me alone for a couple of hours to throw together 
one of my famous bar~b-que dinners?" 

"Oh boy" shouted Camille "this REALLY is going to be a perfect Christmas. 
Can you imagine my friends at home when I tell them I went to the beach 
swimming two days before Christmas!" 


end~ 
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Chapter Five 

Portobello's Catholic church held services only two Sundays a month; 
Sharing the visiting priest with.a similar outpost on Grand Turk, the 
nation's capital island. Normally Polly would have gone directly from church 


to the travel agency to spend several hours looking over its’ internal 


operations. Because tourism knew no holidays, Polty Nad ao small. staff 
working even on Sundays. Today however she opted for the security of her own 
office at home on Grace Bay Beach. The Sunday staff at her office knew to 
expect her, and they had begun to be concerned when she didn’t show up. 
Finally one decided to call her at home to see if she was going to drop by. 
The phone was ringing as Polly entered. 

"Pauline Conner” she said tersely. 

"This is Gabriel, Mrs. Conner. We were wondering if we should expect you 
here this morning?". 

"No, not this morning. Perhaps this afternoon". She really had no 
intention of dropping by in the afternoon either, but she didn't want the 
staff to relax. If they thought she might drop by, they would be more 
attentive to what was happening throughout the day. 

"Is there something you need, now?" she asked. The emphasis was on the 
"now’ and Gabriel fully understood that he was not to trouble her with the 
hundred and one details she would want to Know about at another time. She 
had been out of the office for nearly a week and this happened so seldom 
there was a mixture of ‘we can do it by ourselves’ pride and fear that they 
COulasnolLyi nt hie minds: 

"No, everything is under control” he reported. "If we need anything 


special, we will call you at home". Polly replaced the phone on the cradle. 
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\ 
Then she went to a file cabinet to place her church related paperwork away 


and glanced at her watch. "Almost Lig she said to the empty room. One of her 
three pedigreed cats stiffiled a Jonas. Mee enee chair. “Avery should be 

home now; down you go Lilac” she Keacthiean picking Uprine: i lace poine lent 

tan animal and setting her on the floor at her feet. 

Avery's private, unlisted telephone number was in the #1 memory position 
on her yellow telephone. She opted to use the handset. A very deep, slightly 
accented male voice answered. 

"Burgess here”. 

Avery Watson Burgess had taken an instant liking to Bill Conner when they 
first met in 1979. Burgess was a native islander born on the neighboring 
backwater island of North Caicos. He had left the islands in his late teens 
to learn a trade, and finally had ended up in Jacksonville, Florida where 
his skills as an air conditioning and cooler mechanic drew him to the 

Tike IN 
merchant marine field. He was, the perfect self made man; with a nest ege of 
no more than 20,000 veey hard earned American dollars, Burgess had returned 


to his islands in 1972 to enter the fish packing and export business. 


Today ‘'AW', as his closest friends addressed him, had a net worth even he 


f\ 
r\> Of ECE s 


y 


failed to properly aesess. Barclays Bank, the nation's largest, routinely 
IS 
loaned him as much as ten million dollars for site drafts and to short term 
finance his extensive food, fuel, auto and household import businesses. And 
Free ASS 
he usually kept ¢hat much or more on deposit in their bank to finance his 
real estate and other dealings. Nobody, not even Avery, knew how much land 
he owned.but even the most conservative estimates valued it at well over 


two hundred million US dollars. On a scale of comparative wealth, AW was at 


; 2 ed aie 
least 100 times more wealthy than the closest native rival .and, his 
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influence in political and business circles was unmatched. Reece ene valoaol 
Avery Watson Burgess was a ‘marked man' living a lonely, almost secluded 
lifestyle. 

"God bless you, Avery; this is Pauline”. 

Laughing a deep, throaty laugh because of the telephone blessing, Avery 
knew Pauline's voice as well as he knew that of his own wife. 

"God bless you my child ... and welcome home. How was your trip?" 

Polly paused, briefly, and then told him how hard it had been to do 
Christmas shopping alone; how much she missed her annual shopping trips with 
Bags) 

"Of course there will never be another Bill” Avery started “but you 
really must consider taking a man again. It is not good for a wholesome lady 
such as yourself to continue to live alone". Avery and Polly both knew that 
Polly was only alone when she wanted to be alone; her list of ‘midnight 
suitors’ was legendary, although only descreetly known within a small inner 


Circle of island society. Polly also knew this is not what Avery had in 
ToRTUBZEWES Mul? flume dea bu SieleSs 
mind; twice in the past year Awery had attempted to put Polly with seriously 
CAC tm) 


i eg oS : 4 ve Pre 2 eee ee |b 
wealthy potential island investors. Avery fteured. Lf he could get Petty <i 


cee, LF be oe 


married to someone with really big dollars, it wouldn't be very long before 
: st (4 
Rely would be managing her new husband's affairs. Then, if the dollars were 
large enough, Avery would have an inside track on building his much dreamed 
about 100 million dollar deep water port facility for Portobello. He never 
revealed this plan to anyone; not even Polly. But it was never very far from 
the surface of his mind, either. 

"Do you have a new 'prospect'" teased Polly? 


"No, there are very few men I would deem adequate for you, my dear. But I 
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never tire of the search. At least one of us is looking!" he teased back. 


"Avery, I have a mystery and I know how you like a mystery”, The truth 
ATV s 


was they both liked mysteries and often they would share confidences and 


f' CA Vi i Un 
then race with one another to unravel the truth, bebind-the mystery. The 
A 


first to call the other with the ‘solution’ was the winner. Neither kept 
score, but both knew Avery was the clear leader in their little ongoing 
CONnveste 

Polly proceeded to tell Avery of the Monastos. She skipped the section 


dealing with the FAX and concentrated on Paul's unknown benefactor. That 


det 
’ \ 
be 


was what ‘intrigued Herat iy St 208) aol ke 

"So Avery, who on this island needs Paul Montaso's skills and who might 
have gone to government for the residency and business permits? " 

Avery paused several seconds. Polly knew his very bright mind was 
rolladexing through all of the native and probably the ex-pat builders ag 
well. 

"Tt doesn't have to be a native” he suggested. "Did he give you any clue 
arralai! 

"None; but he clearly was upset when I mentioned the problems with 
permits and I think he felt I had pinned him to the floor before the referee 
started the match”. 

Aven 

He laughed again. Hé delighted in Pauline. Very few of her close friends 
refused to call her Polly. In Avery's mind, Pauline was a much more 
appropriate name for this clever lady. He also enjoyed her oblique reference 
to the art of wrestling since he, along with every other native, had an 
jntense, almost religious, interest in televised wrestling. 


"To be honest, if he is any good, every builder here would need him. I 
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could use him in the new shopping center, for example. But I assure you I 
have heard no rumblings about his coming until now. It is strange that both 
yous and I, missed this one. What does that say about our abilities"? 

Avery had ears and eyes planted throughout the community. He deferred to 
Pauline's abilities to gather information on tourists but when it came to 
residents, he was unmatched, 

"T am disappointed you know nothing. But to bentrank. with ‘you; it ieinot 
Paul I am interested in; it is Ravens Hees oitiey 

Avery was caught by surprise. Polly had failed to explain about Karen's 
broadcasting career and she did so now. 

"Well, you know how much I hope you will soon find somebody for those 
Stations. I actually pray that you do when I retire each night!" 


a Cent 
wre Dep SrOes4 


Polly kmwew this was a gentle reminder about the several times in the past 
year when her radio station's newscasts had broadcast stories that upset 
Avery. In each case she had been able to shift the blame to oe incompetent 
Station manager but she also knew Avery's patience might one day wear thin 
With these embarassing episodes. The last thing in the world she wanted was 
than she, he was the nearest thing she had to a father-figure in her life 


since her own dad had died 15 years ago, 2 
Wwe 


"Can you unravel this mystery, today?" she asked, Ai @ think there is 
f 
something worthwhile here I'll find them a place to live and go from there. 
If on the other hand this Monasto guy did his homework improperly and he is 
going to be leaving with about as much notice as we got on his arrival, I 


don't wish to waste my time." 


"It ts Sunday and running down those Grand Turk bureaucrats today could 
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take a while. Give me ,an hour and fi witli ical? you -back,” 

"God bless, Avery". And the telephone went dead. 

While she had been on the telephone, Polly had been aware that just 
outside her beachview window her trusted Haitian gardiner, Arnold was 
marching back and forth. Arnold knew never to bother ‘Miss Polly’ when she 


was on the telephone. So he had worked out a ploy; when he needed to 


ALA WA ft LA 
ya city TYMAICL 


speak with her, he would simply watk back and forth in front of her window 
Ue She could le shintinto her ibusy Ife. She got up, aed headed for the 
hallway and the outside beachfront door. 

When. Bill Conner settled on Portobello in 1979 with his then wife Suzanna 
and their two children, there were maybe ten people from Haiti on the 
Palani aha niaens Tom yeoOnmLles thylamr ocrhe south offbortobell > and “tn 


Pe re 
those 11 years since Bill landed here, many thousands of Haitians had landed 


as well; by both water and air. They were a mixed blessing. 


Nobody accurately knew Portobello’s population these days; even the 1990 
government census had failed miserably to enroll most of the Haitians. And 


that was understandable since very few of them had the appropriate work or 
residency permits. For many years the government immigration personnel had 
conducted token sweeps against these people but unofficial-'Official' policy 
was ‘Let them in, keep an eye on them, and if they cause any problems, ship. 
them out’. 


The Haitians were faced with the same problem every other poverty striken 


m 


“~Yn 


group had faced from time eternal. First, they were in a country because 
they could do better here than at home. Second, they knew they were here 
against the official government policy and this put them at the mercy of 


those who might employ them. But earning $40 American a week here was far 
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better than possibly earning 40 cents Haitian a day in their native land. 
The clustered together in tin sided shacks and plywood packing crates often 
sleeping twelve to fifteen people to a room barely large enough for a single 
cot-bed. Thef€ shanties had no bathrooms, no water, and only the occasional 
lightbulb when they had been able to run an electrical extension cord 
through the bush from a real house in the vicinity. 

They lived on the fringes of all three native villages; Five Cays, The 
Bight and Blue Hills. Native entrepreneurs had learned to be Caribbean ‘slum— 
landlords' and many hundreds of plywood and packing crate houses had been 
built to house the Haitians. The natives didn't really care how many people 
crammed into one of these rentable shanties; as long as they got their $40 
to $50 per week per shanty. A shanty which Haitian labour could put up in 
two days at a cost of $300 rented as fast as it was finished for $50 per 
week, So many natives were enjoying this additional income they formed a 
power block with government to keep the immigration goon squad from causing 
too many problems with deportations. 

Within government, the rapidly growing health department bureaucracy and 
the British administered police department were left to cope with the 
thousands of illegal emigrees. Because of the crowded, unsanitary living 
conditions, and the island's partial reliance on well water, the health 
department fought a continual battle to keep sewage out of the drinking 
water. The British administered medical clinic got all of the Haitian health 
problems because it charged no fee, or a very token fee, for a visit. With 
several private doctors, and a privately run foundation clinic for the 
balance of the island residents, the Blue Hills Government Clinic was the 


front line defense force against the intrusion of Haitian bred and spread 
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CLR a? 

orsibidtay, the islands had a mesasureable but not significant AIDS 
Pee he Minister of Health played many games with the official end-of - 
year Statistics and it had been Bill Conner who noticed in the last year he 

Qucye) 
lived how the end of year report of 'AIDS cases’ «quoted precisely the same 
number of cases for the year as there had been AIDS-blamed deaths for the Sunc 
year. Conner had questioned this similarity in a radio editorial and Bee 
ed led to the revelation thet the Chisf Medical Officer had his owniway of 
counting people with AIDS. He had explained to the local newspaper "How can 
you be certain of an AIDS diagnosis, until the person has died? We only 
(h TTHE KecA8§ Suse 

count those who die.” ontetabtty, then, the Turks and Caicos had a very low 
AIDS incident rate since the ‘walking wounded’ were not considered to be 
‘victims of AIDS' as long as they continued to live. In the most recent 
years, after the revelation foreed=by Conner's radio editorial, a new policy 
had evolved. If Berean AIDS was likely to expire, and they were not a 
Turks and Caicos Islander, they were deported by immigration; usually to 
their country of origin. If a Turks and Caicos Islander had the disease, 
and death was near, the government tried to ship them out to the Bahamas, 
explaining ‘care is better there’. In that way, those who did not die in the 
islands did not have to be entered into the Chief Medical Officer's annual 
Statistics: 

The truth of AIDS was far less clinically perfect. World Health 
Organization studies reported one person in 4, 25% of all men, women and 
children, in Haiti carried the AIDS virus. Unless you foolishly believed 


those with AIDS stayed home and only those without AIDS fled to the Turks 


and Caicos, that suggested to many that at least a quarter of the Haitians 
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living on Portobello were AIDS carriers. Even the most optimistic government 
stuldied admitted there were more than 3,000 Haitians in the country. Or 750 
carriers of AIDS in that segment alone. 

Polly Conner was a walking encylopedia of disease threats. She knew these 
numbers and she worried, alot, about what might ultimately happen to her 
tiny, adopted country. When the 1990 end-of-year report would be issued, she 
like many others would be shocked to learn that inspite of the government 
containment and ship out policies, the country had recorded more than 70 
AIDS deaths in the most recent year. AIDS was a direct threat to Polly, 
personally, because she was not always as careful as she might be. 

Arnold Touressant had been the Conner's gardiner for six years. He had 


his work permit and he had a blood test to reveal the presence of AIDS each 


y s~ 
(AAS fp 


vear. Folly Conner now saw to that. Arnold lived ,in a one room shanty in The 
Bight, the native village nearest to the Conner home ,and he rede a small 
Honda motorscooter back and forth to work six days each week. He had 
saturdays off. 


Arnold earned $150 per week. He was paid as much as any Haitian gardner 


on the island but even if he could have earned more elsewhere, he would 
gyn 
never, leave ‘Miss Polly’. He was provided with a motorbike, a TV set and 


free cable’ for his shanty home. ‘Miss Polly’ paid his medical expenses, 
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sending him to the private clinic, and his annual permit fees. To Arnold, 
working for ‘Miss Polly’ would be a job for as long as he lived on 
Portobello; all his life if possible. When she had first arrived, he had 
called her 'Mommy' as most Haitians still called their female employers. It 
was a particular expression of family ties important to the Haitians. 
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He called Bill ‘Daddy; but she had put a stop to that and coached Arnold and 
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the maid to properly address them as ‘Mr. Pye snow Nassevolthy's 

And he lived frugally, sending home as much as $100 each week to Haiti to 
support his wife and three children there. On the average of once each year 
Arnold would approach Miss Polly to ask for a loan; an advance really. He 
had borrowed as much as $2,000 at a time from her and she deducted just that 


€ “(> 


amount, $75 each week, from his pay to repay the loan. She had never charged 
Arnold interest and with that money he had one year added two rooms to his 
home in Haiti, another year paid for emergency medical care his oldest son 
needed, and in the most recent year his wife had undergone surgery in Haiti. 

"Miss Polly, come. I show you”. Polly followed the thin man around the 
corner of the house to a flower bed. “See? Not good!". He was pointing to a 
bed of Azaleas planted with seeds Polly had supplied from a stateside trip. 

"What are those bugs, Arnold?” 

"Not good; plenty problem. I no have ..." and he forgot the word for 
insecticide spray so he improvised with his hands and his mouth. 

"See?" he asked pushing his hand in and out to simulate a sprayer being 
pumped up and following this with a "pfooosh" from his mouth, 

Polly could not help laughing. Arnold often amused her because he was so 
intent on every aspect of his job. The flowers had a few bugs, to be sure, 
but they were probably in no danger of being eaten alive. Still, she always 
deferred to Arnold on matters relating to gardening. 

"Arnold, I will get you spray tomorrow. For right now, get down on your 
knees", and she dropped down by bending her own knees to illustrate, "and 
pick them off with your hand. Then put them in gasoline. You do understand?" 

" Oh yes, yes. I understand. No problem" and he broke into a wide, toothy 


smile. It was always a mystery to Polly why Haitians had such excellent 
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teeth when she knew they had no real dental care, and sucked on sugar cane 
by the hour. Her maid had been observed to use as much as a full cup of 
Sugar in a simple loaf of bread. 

The crisis resolved, Polly thanked Arnold for bringing it to her 
attention and went to her bedroom to change out of her church attire. She 
glanced at a clock and whistled lowly to herself. Almost noon and she had 
five people arriving on the 2:30 Pan American flight. She would have to get 
things organized. From her closet she brought out more than a dozen mostly 
unwrapped gifts for her guests. The German nutcracker was in the pile. From 
another closet she brought out boxes of ribbon, bows and rolls of Christmas 
paper. 

Polly greatly enjoyed wrapping presents. It was quite the opposite of a 
chore to her. Each present had been individually selected, many months 
before on her short trips to the states. She knew by mid-July those to be 
there for Christmas and in the event plans might change she had a drawer 
filled with generic presents and cards. She was more than half way done with 
the wrapping when one of her bedroom extension phones rang. The light told 
her it was the yellow phone; a special line used. only By a few close 
business associates. 

"Pauline Conner” she spoke into the instrument. 

"Avery. Part of the mystery is solved. Do you want to take notes?" Polly 
knew this indicated facts and some figures would follow. 

"Bless you; of course, go ahead" selecting a sharpened pencil from the 
holder next to her telephones. 

"Paul Robert Montaso is a white Canadian male 38 years of age, Karen 


Ellen Monasto is a white Canadian with one American parent 36 years of age. 
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tL dbeskipsehe details on their fourjichiidren,..«” 


Polly broke in. "Four, there are only three here..." 


\ Ns al 
"T'm told there are four; well, Keven has four children. Actually I did 


not learn she and Paul had four. Going on ... Paul applied for a work permit 
September 15, 1990. His lawyer is Charles Scott; we both can guess what that 
means. The application was initially denied and then a letter was filed 
through Scott signed by Lawrence Harvey, our illustrious Minister of Natural 
Resources. On the strength ha ee the work permit was issued, but [ 
cannot obtain a FAX copy of the letter until offices reopen tomorrow.” 

Avery paused to allow Polly's note taking to catch up. 

"Is that it?" she asked. 

"Almost, but not quite. There is a hold on his medical approval. It may 
be a technicality but for some reason the work permit is approved with a 
condition that his medical tests are satisfactory. For some reason the blood 
tests did not satisfy them. There is probably nothing to that; we both know 
how unfortunate the skills of the Chief Medical Officer's office are these 
dayau. 

"That is all useful Avery, but where does that leave us? We can’t really 
tell who his business partner is, can we? What about a business license?” 

"No business license, granted nor on application. That means he is 
probably going in with someone who is already in business. I disagree we 
have no clue; the letter that turned his work permit came from Larry Harvey. 
f thinks that? eoaaclue.!? 

"Because...?" 

"Larry has the contract to complete the new government low cost housing, 


as you know. He is virtually finished with that work and from what you 
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suggest about Monasto his work skills are too good for interior finishines 
jn low cost government housing. Consider, however, what Harvey is going to 
do with that hanger he has rented at the airport where they turn out those 
pre-fab walls and rooms. In another two, make that three, weeks they will be 
out of work. Supposen Harvey wants to put our Canadian in there to produce 
kitchen cabinets, vanitys and the like for the housing market? It is not a 
bad idea, even if I do suggest it myself. I wish I had thought of this, 
aot Weil Vice 

"Assuming you are right. If you are wrong, then you still thought of it, 
first te, 9 Sade 

Avery laughed his deep, robbing laveh again. “You certainly know how to 
butter mip. an old man , Pauline. I hope this helps; tomorrow morning I'll 
check out the recent filings on mortgaged property. Larry Harvey is no fool 


and if he is going into the cabinet business, he has financed a bunch of 


equipment® and whoever sold it*to him will have the mortgages on rile. 1'11 


fh “SA> f 
F , F lben.c ‘ 2 : Vee At: ; 
let you know what I find. out. Is there anything else I can hetp with?” 


"You have been a big pélp. Actually, there is. I might be able to handle 
finding them a place to ee on my own, but ~ should at least ask you If you 
have any suggestions. I have never seen the island this tight...”. 

“VV taevou say untia January Sia?” 

"T believe it is until the 3rd and then Jill Murphy says they can move 
into the Whitebourn house.” 

"Just a minute; this darned computer is too fancy for an old man...OK, 

I have it. We have a unit at Golden Shores I can make available by noon 


tomorrow. Let’s see...two bedrooms, kitchen and all of the amenities". 


"And the price?" 


7 7 
9 af & 
; ; a 
1 | 
H » foo 
+ * 
i] 
eS A 
7 ’ 
Ue 
7 


‘ i a 5 wa Ses 2 ; Mio ee Ge i 
; Ona e “6 Rilide Srow ela ogasgon JUSTE! seayaine 


woh Vata seatod Jasmrisvos. gad wal er 


; ; ; : = +i i . 
ey PIO" Mi! 0- DO70SY Bt On Iegnsh Tens sie oo 


Y 4 7 J ma . y bsg a =n a bs 
a bn (Ov) ‘eddenk of amos bar wile, deknenn 


c. : 
| ae ' Thee Yay ete een a yt le ID to TT) 7 
4 j ast EY  <e7ertlue Oe oo 
- * ‘y 
‘ i J Fy t La 4 (] i } y ve ee =a ) te no 
<7 ¢ = 
z L ¢ ’ e | 
= wa 4 E 
{ 7 
Cs 
' OY Sy Leak eh” 
= Se 
fore a i 
‘ = £5932 ha 
esl Ss 
3 ' rt f Ad ay Pes Bs a SW h 
, f-3 bal aa io tie @ Jez su 
aie’ ts SERB? Yasodesedy duo oeds 
A Rear ) , actos eirmod SE Bre 
‘ mf » +) { i t — We 
¥ / A { i AW Fie: 1 ulths KG Lis 
- y a Neh : 
=, =a a —- » 4 4 oy. bp 19 p= > i 
Yue M2 ML Y Ses eT Oks 0b ee Shr tov sel ; 
j Arg 4 es 
: } 13) ee ’ 4) eg if) BRS =" GA) Ut yn 
‘ ( 
HY PREC). it 7 » ESS. 290 YW pev-eell of dagig « rats g0 Thary 
' y << =| J : : 
2 bp . 
bf tit ray Fok.) Fe ; . 
io “boslel oly tease yweven evel 1) Vediate swe wre evel a J 
~ } i By 4 i - ! : A 
ihe od, Dhol VA 4 ‘ . SS ou ‘ P ‘ 7 ‘ 
Sie Bae Ce sie Nee foe Sept” es 
‘ Li ; : ’ ' é 
F + ae ‘ ee 
sed) 4 * fewog) iby Bas ny 3B . r A r% “t 4 
fi; & WitytuM CLIO oS? Bite Bye mag eit a wl st eval ied ”™ . 
: ; 


; é | i wei rcaescnehes a Tf oe" Bind, 
sen BIO np Bi yOupI oog Bh Tenigntis bentyl aud Cat a ani 

OH YG ‘Olosl lars onan asc; 2 eprtoae netted 3h Shit 
Lila ons ens ‘pdt te bus amt a 


aA} 


‘ww 


“hoe sezoine to pay for it?” 

"The Monastos of course. 

YJUSt checking. Can you think of any good reason I should extend them a 
discount?” 

"Tf you are asking if I want them to have a discount, the answer is no, 
not at this time. They are just an interesting couple, to me, Lore mower 

"Right. Tell you what, tell them $80 a day which is far below market. 
But you have to promise me something.” 

"What'a that". She knew this was the bottom line coming. 

"T want Paul. I could use him in the shopping center. But we have to be 
careful not to get under the skin of Larry Harvey.” 
"\ deal. Provided I get thexlaars Karen. OK?" 


"pone. Merry Christmas Polly”: 


< a ; te ara ay aia 
' Polly stood up from her satin covered bedspread and smiled. The 


hall clock, Bill's from his Dad, was striking bells signifying it was 2 PM. 
Polly grabbed her waist bag and headed for her car. Pan American waited for 
no-one. Not even Polly Conner. 
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Chpe UISsics 

According to local newspaper publisher, Benjamin Dornfield , the last year a 

y 

Christmas morning dawned to a cloudy or overcast sky was 1953. Dornfield 
published statements like this to re-enforce his instant grasp of the 
countrys history. Ini truth, Dorntield had’grown up as a Turks and Caicos 
Islander away from home. His parents had immigrated, along with thousands of 
others, to the Bahamas in the 50's. The native government had been trying, 
with small SUCCESSES, LO lure its native-born back for nearly a decade. For 

ea Soe 
every aie Caicos-Islander alive in the islands proper, there were 3 
someplace else and more than half of those were in the Bahamas. 

Dornfield was 40 years old; he had been ‘home’ since 1984. He learned 
what little he knew about journalism by working first as a copy boy and then 
as a field reporter for the Nassau Guardian, His Bahamian journalistic 
career was undistinguished and he had returned to 'the islands’ mostly out 
of hatred for the Bahamians. 

L >) Gn4 

Dornfield's pre~Christmas {issue of his weekly Turks-and-Caicos Times 
had forecast a prifght, sunny day for Christmas. Each year he repeated the 

oe ; 
story that the last not bright and sunny Christmas had been in 1953; and 
eben had the records to challenge his fantasy. 

Actually the weather in the islands was exceedingly predictable. There 1s 
a wet season, mid-May to Mid-July, a second wet season from mid-October to 
mid-November. And there is sunshine; virtually all the rest of the year. 
And two unknownst: Hurricanes in the late summer, and northwesterlies in the 
months of January and February. Northwesterlies are the tail end of North 
American cold fronts. They turnetii the winds around, from the trade 


easterlies to the northwest, for a few hours, or a day at most; and they 
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also producetl a non-wet cloud cover. The hurricane season was over; and 


Dornfield, if he actually thought about such things, was betting no early 
northwesterlies would appear over the holidays. Once again his record was 


’ 


intact; Lt.wassa picture-postcard perfect aye ihe Caribbean. The winter 


(Gud ar) 
7 ° P 4 (J , , 
sun would warm the miles of pure white, fine fand beach to, 85 degrees by 
Lc ; : eg: , 7 4 a re * ‘i | a “ a | . * i - a ; 77 
mid-day and artistic white scattered puffy clouds would float lazily from 


east to west across the country in the afternoon. 

Camille Monasto awoke first. She was sharing the bedroom with her younger 
brother Bart; Tony was asleep on the couch in the living room and her mom 
and dad had the other bedroom. The family had moved into the luxury beach 
house barely 200 feet from the pele clear, aqua-marine waters of Grace 
Bay at 12 noon sharp the previous day. Now, they were Alin tae paredi ce! The 
entire taniiy had-eoneterocery shoppines in ithe Car, they borrowed from that 
nice older black man Mr. Burgess, Monday afternoon, and her mom and dad had 
walked alone on the beach for hours while she and her brothers had frolicked 
in the calm waters. Mr. Burgess had told them there was nothing, absolutely 


nothing, to be afraid of in the water except he had cautioned, '*Bo not step 


had asked," you do have snorkel masks and fins?”.” When he found out they did 
not, he sent them to the man he called the yard boy to locate some sets. 
Her mommy and daddy were the happiest she had ever seen them that EES comnien 
and evening. And that made Camille and her brothers just as happy inside. 
"Bart, Bart...get up!" she commanded, shaking her brother's arm as it 
dangled over the edge of the bed. "Bart, let's go swimming, now!" she cried. 
Bart's arm shot upward in defense and he opened his eyes with a start. It 


took him a minute to focus on where he was. "What?" he yawned, "Go 
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swimming???™.' Then he remembered where he was. And, what day it was! 

"Uhat about Christmas?" he shouted. “Let's get mom and dad and open our 
presents first!” Camille had completely forgotten about Christmas when she 
first awoke. The beach lined with palm trges and the bright yellow sun were 
about as far removed from her idea of Christmas as any scene eowld be. 

But now she remembered too and she yanked up her brother's hand with a, Come 
on, let's get mom and dad!”. 

The prior evening, after tucking the two smaller children in for the 
night, Karen and Paul, assisted by the oldest, Tony, had unpacked one of 
their boxes into which Karen had carefully placed selected ornaments and 
Christmas decorations from their past life in Canada. Bach child nadia 
favorite ornament and Camille bad a nativity scene she was strangly 
attracted to&. Each was unwrapped lovingly from the protective bubble wrap 
and then Karen had unfolded a tissue paper Douglas Fir tree and taped it to 
the sliding glass doors leading to the beach. With tape and pins, all 
carefully packed into the box, she created a Christmas scene. 

The last newspaper wrapped package in the box had been a surprise even to 
Paul. Inside were the family Christmas stockings which she had saved despite 
Paul's urging to throw them out. Then she sent Paul to the bedroom and asked 
Tony to turn away as she went through her own suitcase to locate the special 
stocking stuffer presents she had been hoarding for two months. 


ak Why ps vod : 
C “Tony, awakened by the commotion from his parent's bedroom sat up to the 


wa 


picture of the family’s paper tree blocking his view of the palm tree lineg 


beach beyond the sliding doors. From the yelling and screaming he knew his 


mom would pop around the corner quickly, probably followed by his father. eee 


Scooping up his pillow and cotton blanket, he dashed for the single bathroom 
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Karen passed him on his dash. “Good morning and merry Christmas, Tony” 
she~eaid reaching to plant’ .4a kiss on.his: pre-teen forehead. But he vas too 
fast for her and slid by at breakneck speed closing the door behind himself. 

Karen smiled to herself and surveyed the Christmas scene. Paul, 
struggling to pull on his own shorts, came up behind her and wrapped his 
arms around her waistfrom behind her. 

"Not bad for a couple of Itallan Canuks in Paradise” he said lovingly, 
reaching his right hand through her drawn robe to rub her left breast. “What 
say you and I amble down the lovely beach and find a lonely patch of sand?" 
Karen took a deep breath and twisted in his grasp to face her husband. Paul 
knew the manuever and he never lost contact with her breast or the nipple 
which was growing progressively harder as he caressed it lightly. The robe, 
however, had lost its tie and Karen, now naked in front, was exposed to 
Paul's bare chest. She could not help herself; this crazy Italian with so 
many personal faults had to be one of the most caring lovers in the world. 
She was victimized by his touch the first time they met some 16 years 
before. He still had the same effect on her. 

They kissed long and deep and Karen could feel herself subcumbing to his 
rapidly moving tongue now buried inside of her mouth, when reality struck. 

"Mommy, mommy...can we come out yet?" shrieked Camille. 

"Yeh, can we come yet?” added Bart. 

Karen used both hands to push Paul away and then rewrapped the robe and 
afixed the tie at her Waist. "I guess ‘coming yet’ is a priority around here 
right now,’ she teased Paul. "Come on, we have three, well two anyhow, 


anxious siblings to deal with. Let's do Christmas first and then I'll give 
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you 4 special present later; down on the beach,’ and she winked at her 
grinning husband. 
The Grace Bay white sandy beach covers approximately a third of the north 


shore line of Portobello, all at the east end. No natives had ever built 


along this sandy shoreline because in decades and eons past the infrequent 


AA 

° A 5 = 5 ‘s 2 i Ss L& 

hurricanes that struck this island always ripped this shoreline to shreds4 72, 
St Ee, 4 j 

fed Et 

The natives, dependent upon the sea for their hand to mouth existence, had 2 St 

* 2 t 

es 


built the three native villages back away from the shorelines on ground Teh ‘ 
enough to escape the (figh) nurricane tides that always came with each storm. 
A few of the stone and mortar homes built in the mid 1800s by the earliest 
blacks to arrive on the island still stood on these ridges; proof that even 
without modern equipment and materials, the natives knew how to protect 
themselves from nature. 

The white developers saw the 7 mile long Grace Bay beach with quite 


different eyes. This was the last, totally undeveloped, major stretch of 
white sand in the northern or western Caribbean. At least they thought so. 
So when the developers had arranged to trade a promise to build a seaport, 
an airport, and roads on Portobello in exchange for 4,000 acres of 
government owned land, they had asked for and received every inch of the 7 
mile beach as well as the property for almost one half mile behind the 
beach. There had been a few problems between the government in Grand Turk 
and the natives of Portobello over this land grant to the developers, of 
course. The British land registry system allowed natives who had lived on or 
farmed parcels of land for two generations or more to take that land in 
their own names. To be sure from time to time in the past, there had been 


Wi 
brief occupation or use of some of the land which ‘the Crown' wanted to deed 
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to developers. All of this came to a head a few years before the actual 
developers had appeared on Portobello. Until the early 60's, the Portobello 
natives had been as remote from the government. in Grand Turk as the Alaskan 
natives were from Washington. The government ignored the most western, 
isolateds 4gland in the chain as best they could; and the Portobello natives 
reciprocated by ignoring those who lived’east of the bouy’; in Grand Turk. 

But Grand Turk was as anxious to find a developer for Portbello as the 

huh? 
white developers would ultimately be to have the {sland. So the British had 
pea Netaee | 
decided to ‘tidy up' the land records on the island in 1961 in preparation / 
for what they hoped would one day become a development program. 

Gustave Cornelius Harvey counted cousins throughout the Pelandecialt, 
One of his cousins was Lawrence Harvey, the present Minister of Natural 
Resources, Gus didn't think a great deal about his bloodlines shared with 
the Minister because in a small country where travel had been Cit PeudyerOr 
every generation but the present one, almost everyone was related to 
everyone else at least at the cousin tevel. Cusjwas the wirst Portobello 
resident to ever be named to the British government's token he@une uae 
To ease the creation of a land registry system in the islands, the Brits 
decided to create a council made up of one native from each island. 

By appointment, Gus had represented his island while the white British land 
at 
surveyors, sent out from Whitehall in London, mapped fiery toch ef-hts 
tetand. Using these maps, British civil servants then entered into one-on-~ 
one negotiations with efery family head on the island. These had been very 
difficult times for a man who lacked writing and math skills. On the one 


hand , he had to explain what was happening to his fellow islanders, and make 


them accept the inevitable. On the other hand he was proud, so very proud, 
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to be the first Portobello native to actually be invited to sit in the halls 
of government. 

A few of the natives figured out that if they protested loudly, they 
would end up with more land. So they complained about land parcels which 
might not have actually been farmed and to silence their protests and to get 
on with the registry program the Brits had given in on numerous parcels. 

Additionally, there were those islanders who were now gone; typically to 
the Bahamas. The Brits had published a notice in the Nassau Guardian every 
week for two years advising Turks and Caicos Islanders Living there to 
contact the government in Grand Turk if they had land in the islands which 
they believed they owned. Many, at the time, did not understand the 
significance of the announcement and so many parcels of land that might have 
qualified for a native owner had ultimately gone ‘back to the Crown’. And 
then, in some cases, to the white developers. 

On Christmas morning 1990, Gustave Cornelius Harvey awoke to find a man 
sitting in his living room, It was 5:30 AM and Gus did not recognize this 
man, whom he judged to be in his 30's. 

"Tl cousin Samuel; my daddy your daddy's brother" the man had said. "I 
borne Nassau and I come home”. 

As Gus was becoming acquainted with his new cousin, Lisa was scrambling 
around their modest kitchen preparing food to go to their son Tom's home. 
Lisa Harvey was also Gus's first cousin but that had not stopped them from 
becoming man and wife 40 years earlier. In their community, at the time, 
the only person you didn't marry was your sister or brother. 

"Gus, I want daddy's land" Samuel was explaining. "He farmed north but I 


no know where. You help me?" A sharp pain went through Gus's 
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chest; all of the ugliness and heartache of that terrible two years in the 
early 60's came flooding back on him. 

He chose his words with care. 

"North? I don't remember where your daddy farm. Yoursure) 

"veg, sure. Daddy tell me he farm by Bight, near beach. He have well on 
farm. People at Bight use his water”. 

) Cus tried to imagine where that would be. The oldest well on Portobello 
was half way between The Bight village and the beach front. This was land 
where the Sheraton hotel chain was now building a 200 room hotel and casino. 
Covernment had recently closed the wel] because Sheraton was complaining 
about the natives, actually Haitians now, who were always coming into their 
private property to tet chepaus cofewater: 

"When your daddy leave?’ asked Gus, testing the man's memory. 

"Before I borne. 1 35. What that be?". 

Although Gus had begun to learn to count with beer bottles as a guide, 

) and for many years any number bigger than 100 was a hurdle, his stint with 
the 'council' and those years in the 60's had taught him to use a calendar. 
He had faced many problems like this when he served on council and the 
question of when land was abandoned had always been an important one in 
determining if a family's legal right to property had expired. 

"Thig 1990" Gus said, slowly. "So that be" and he turned to his bible 
with a 50 year calendar taped @nto the back cover. His finger started at 
1990 and he counted backwards. A amile came to his face. "That be 
1055, porebehone,,” 

"Why you ask this” Samuel said. "Daddy dead. I only son. This land mine”. 


"Maybe" replied Gus cautiously. "You let me check this. You have more 
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family here?" 

"Big famlly. You know, you same family!” the man said proudly. "You 
seat@tey Love hey. Loday ii 

"No, not today. This Christmas. Not tomorrow. You come back one week and 
t help you." Actually Gus already knew the answer but this was no business 
for a Christmas morning. Even if Sam's daddy did once farm this now-hotel 
land, and if Sam’s grandfather also farmed this land, by missing the Nassau 
Guardian announcement in the 60's, they lost their rights. Then it occured 
to him that Samuel's grandfather was also his grandfather. As he bid Samuel 
good day and 'God Bless’ Lisa appeared carrying a tray filled several layers 
past. the safe point with heavily fried chicken, fish and dozens of 
plantains. "I am ready,” she declared. "You bring presents.” and they walked 
out of their 80-year-old house Gus had inherited from his own father and 
Madesausharpeurn wo rthe lett.-ahere, less than 100 feet away, was the home 
Cts son ,Tom, where their two grandchildren were anxiously VWaigaine tor then 
to appear so Christmas could begin, It was 7 AM. 

The Burgess family straddled two cultures. Avery and his wife, Velma, 
had both been born on the island of North Caicos. Today, North Caicos was 
described as the ‘garden spot' of the Turks and Caicos. The literature 
said North Caicos has the best soil and the rainfall pattern Condusive to 
growing vegtables and fruit. To be sure, intthe 406 and 50s, North Caicos 
had grown so many vegtables that a short lived canning plant located on 
South Caicos had canned and exported North Caicos peas, beans and corn. 
Avery Burgess was born in Kew, a small faming village, in 1934. Velma was 
born in Kew 1936. Both were members of relatively small families; unusual 


since the typical North Caicos family had 8 eqouldaberel ey, 
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Avery's past, before he voluntarily elected to go to the United States for 
technical training in 1960 ,was largely unrecorded. He served in the native 
staffed police department, in the capital of Grand Turk. He fished and he 
cultivated the family produce garden. 

Velma was more sure of her own future and more vocal about it. By the 
time she was 20, Velma had managed to find her way into a rare opportunity; 
she was sent to Jamaica for a three year course in nursing. When she 
returned to the islands, the British government pressed her into a mid-wife 
position first on rural Porwbello, later on her home island. Velma was 
energetic, out-spoken and for a Turks and Caicos woman in the SO Sia ve 
radical. Avery was attracted to her because he knew this woman was going 
someplace. But he didn't quite know where. Her education fascinated him, and 
when they courted she encouraged Avery to read and study; anything that 
interested him. "Being a policeman is not bad" she would Say, "But there are 
many more opportunities to help our people if you have resources*.” 

Avery and Velma would marry and shortly thereafter Avery would find an 
opportunity to go as a green card worker to the United States. There he 
learned a trade and once schooled in the mechanics of cooling systems and 
air conditioning, he found work with the United States merchant marine. 
Velma would enroll in more advanced medical training and at the same time 

vac evel Fe) 
she began to take optional courses in business administration. The Burgesses 
had a plan. Nobody outside of the two knew how close they came to not 
returning to thetir homeland. 

The couple, childless by decision, were slowly saving money. Both worked, 


both contributed at least a quarter of their pay to a growing savings 


account, One day Avery came home from a merchhant marine CripetGs BUrOpe vO 
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tell Velma some very exciting news, 
"How long have we been in the United States?' he asked, already sure of 
the answer. Velma computed. 
'S years, two months, and 15 days'. Avery was beaming. 
‘Do you know’ he began’ we can now qualify to become U.S. citizens?' 
It was the dream of every alien, including each Turks and Caicos 
) Islander. And so they had grasped that opportunity and without telling a 


soul, not even their own families, both Velma and Avery Burgess had become 
United States citizens. It was while the couple were studying their U.S. 
history lessons that Velma had uncovered an interesting new opportunity. 

‘i think there is a way for us to become citizens, and not give up our 
Turks and Caicos citizenship’ she announced one day. There was, and when the 
Burgesses returned to the islands in 1972 (?/check earlier date) they had 
indeed returned as citizens of the islands. But tucked away in their bags 
were U.S. Passports as well. They now had the best, they thought, of two 
worlds. They returned with a US dollar nest egg, and impeccable American 
beliefs. Both firmly believed in the American system of free enterprise, but 
their roots in the Turks and Caicos were: still firmly planted. These roots 
would serve them well. 

Christmas at the Burgess household was a mixture of their two worlds. 


: dP ; om bale 
ee When he had turhed 0, Avery Burgess had felt a calling from 'The Lord’. He 


y 


Kh , ee i es 
a Sy had always been a religious man but until he was (fifty his religion was 
VO ) ng CHL 
As Srat rr‘ 


always playing second fiddle to his free enterprise spirit. Until “Asveeyouers 
© (Lrery | 

; ha looked upon religion as a cross between a devotion and another 
opportunity to make a buck. He had sent himself to many U.S. evangelical 


seminars hoping there he would find a place where he could ‘minister’, and, 
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make a buck.(But something inside of him said ‘no, this is not the way tc 


The Lord’. and go he had started and then stopped several projects which 
would have allowed him to follow the evangelical path to religion. There Py; 
been the plan he hatched with Bill Conner, to build a powerful shortwave 


radio station to preach the message of the lord to the Caribbean. ee 


been his plan to build a 200 room hatel which would be leased as a pack4age 
to religious groups from the United States and Canada. re been 

etal? 
his plan to create a small church on Portobello and then offer to ‘ordain’ 


others as ministers. While there studying under his guidance, they Hoa 
CO In cottages he would build for this purpose. Bach plan had been 
formulated and Velma had ‘run the numbers’ on each with her ever-present 


desktop calculator. Then at the last minute, Avery had Stopped, Gach: sri 


att Christmas 1990_at the Burgess household was the third they had spent at 


their palatial Grace Bay beachfront estate. Avery began building the home in 
1985 , i took two Wong years and the design of the house and Avery's 
preoccupation with it and its furnishings had placed a severe strain on his 
marrige to Velma. 

'Tt 1s the will of The Lord that I built us this home as a symbol to our 
Turks and Caicos Islanders of how hard work and study, end trust am The 
Lord, pays off’ he kept saying. Velma was not so certain their fellow 
islanders, many still without electricity and inside toilets, would take to 
a 9 bedroom home with 15 bathrooms and gold plated bathroom furnishings. 
Avery had been like a man possessed for those two years, The house began as 
a five bedroom, 4 bath upscale home. Each month he changed his mind and each 


month the house grew. When Avery added a room or two with new plans he said 


came to him ‘during the night, from The Lord’, the native carpenters on his 
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staff would tear down a wall or two and restart the changed portion. It 
didn't take very long before those who worked for him on this project, no 
matter how loyal or indebted to Avery, were talking behind his back about 
his ‘whims' and ‘expensive tastes’. Long before the Spanish roofed home was 
completed, the native community had decided Avery had gone ‘coconut’. 

It meant he was black on the outside but white on the inside. Since he owned 
the only realf super market on the island, and he owned the only authorized 
fuel supply company, importing Shell O11 products, along with the only auto 
distributorship and all of the downtown buildings where banks, real estate 
companies and lawyers rented from him, the house was simply more proof to 
them that Avery Burgess had ‘turned white’. 

This ig precisely what Velma had feared would happen. By the Christmas of 
1990, the Burgesses had almost no native friends remaining. To be sure, 
everyone on the island always addressed thenwith dignity but they no longer 
were invited to informal native gatherings and the white community, with the 
exception of a few close business associates, feared them even more than the 


blacks. 
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staff would t down a wall or two and restart the changed portion. It 


didn't take ve long before those who worked for him on this project, no 


matter how loyal or indebted to Avery, were talking behind his back about 


his “whims” and xpensive tastes’. Long before the Spanish roofed home was 


completed, the native community had decided Avery had gone ‘coconut’. 


It meant he was black on the outside but white on the inside. Since he owned 


Quy 
the only realp su market on the island, ard he owned the only authorized 


fuel supply compa importing Shell O11 products, along with the only auto 


distributorship and all of the downtown buildings where banks, real estate 


companies and lawye rented from him, the house was simply more proof to 


them that Avery Burge had ‘turned white’. 


’ 


This is precisely t Velma had feared would happen. By the Christmas of 


lmost no native friends remaining. To7~be-st*ee, pce 
Whe 


ays addressed them with spe ea ree no 


1990, the Burgesses hac 
everyone on the island a 
longer were invited to informal native gatherings; and the white community, 
with the exception of a few close business associates, feared them even more 
than the blacks. 

Christmas was lavish and Avery wanted each of his three childrem, and his 
grandctdaughter, to know they were 'special people’. Avery's oldest son, 
Alton, was now active in the family business enterprises. Avery's oldest 
child, a daughter raised initially in the image of her mother, had done her 
best to place a distance between her paternal family and her new married 
family. She had married a Barbados native whom most. fathers would have been 
proud to welcome as a son~in-law. But Celia's husband was not one to bow and 
scrape to Avery and this angered the senior Burgess from the day they first 


met. Avery had attempted to subvert his son-in-law, after he failed in a- bee 
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bid to break up the wedding. He tried putting the sonein-law in the air 
Owe wiricn 
freight business; a-business he did not control on the island. The son-<in-+ 


law had almost. bitten on that one, and then backed out when he realized that 
aoe ietely 
if he accepted the generous offer of backing, he would be selling outato his 


father-in-law. Celia and John were on Portobello for Christmas but they did 


eee Go CAVUying 


U-d- 
heen born in-the-Yeited States; she-saceted 


not plan to stay long. Ge 


aw Uv passport, and she. and her husband would stay there, for the time 


being. Celia, the apple of daddy Avery's eye until she married, was now only 
marginally holding on as a member of the family. She had failed to live up 


to her daddy's plans, hopes and expectations. 


The youngest Burgess son was home from bootcamp for two weeks. He had 
eueartu dl Uta 
been sent first to one school and then another in the States | aad he-failed 
rae (er a) pee from 
Gr wae ato -teave-each. Finally his parents had persauded him he should 


join the U.S. Marine Corps. Norman aspired to be a part of the family 
enterprise, but he knew he had to grow up before he would be invited to do 
SOK 

Avery had a special surprise for the assembled family at the 12 noon 
Christmas dinner. He had, with some mystery, invited a guest to dinner. 
Actually two guests; a couple who had been staying at the Burgess Golden 
Shores beachfront facility. Since the Christmas dinner was a Strictly family 
tradition, nobody in the family could even guess why these outsiders, white 
at that, were coming to dinner. 

Arising, Avery picked a gold plated ice tea spoon and Pe against the 
the crystal glass before him. The room immediately hushed; the family knew 
something important was about to be said. 


"I wish to welcome to our humble dinner table Doctor and Mrs, David 
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McClaskey," he began. "We all know Doc and Susie; they have graced us with 
their presence at our beach front resort for, let's see now...” 

"Four years running,’ the doctor filled in. 

"ves, four years. In that time we have come to know them and to count 
them amongst our dearest friends.” 

Son Alton impulsively emptied his wine glass as his father spoke. 
‘Dearest friends’ was pouring it on a little thickly, even for his old man. 


% 


'T wonder what he has in mind for them?’ he mused. 
"As we all know, Doc is the coach of the University of Michigan swim 
team, And Susie is a special instructor for the U.S. Olympic diving team." 

Velma had no idea what was coming. Avery had not the slightest interest 
in swimming; like most natives he lived adjacent to some of the most 
luxurious swimming-water in the world but seldom if ever even dipped his big 
Ler 

Avery turned to his eldest son who was sitting to his right. Next to his 
son was a 6 year old girlf, Alton’s daughter from a mis-managed love atiair 
that occured while Alton was in school in the states. 

Uork tw prt frtrce ( Celea, fro 
"Little Rose here is the{ apple of my eye.) She is the next 
generation of Burgesses and when she is old enough to sit in the chair Velma 
now occupies, Rose will be in a world we cannot even imagine today." 

Alton felt a light starting to glow in his head and he reached for the 
filled glass of wine sitting before his daughter; a symbol of her belng a 
part of the gathering, but certainly not intended for her to drink. He 
began to sip the wine. 

"T have listened to Doc and Susie describe how in the United States 


the trully spectacular athletic achievers, those who become Olympic caliber, 
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always start out very young with intense training and professional handling. 
We all saw how Jennifer Capriati took the tennis world by storm this past 


year; she began playing serious tennis when, I believe, she was four?" He 


—s, 


? pee ae + a ae | om 
turned to his daughter Celia for 4 fod of agreement. Celia was the most 
Se ee 


athletic of the family and she was a fair mixed. doubles tennis player. Celia 


ee ~ 


\ 


smiled and nodded _agregnent., 

"Susie tells me little. Rose displays remarkable coordination in diving. 
We all know that when Rose is here, it is impossible to keep her out of the 
swimming pool, and off the diving board. Susie has worked with Rose several 
hours each day this past week and she proposes to me that we put Rose into 
an intensive training program to see if she has what it takes to be an 
Olympic contestant. Tell us what you suggest, Susie." 

Susan McClaskey had learned never to count her chickens prematurely. 
When she caught her husband and Avery discussing the concept of training 
young Rose for the 2002 Olympics she had to pinch herself to be certain she 
was really awake. Her masters thesis had dealt with ‘super achievers’; young 
athletes who seemed to have special skills in their chosen fields. It had 
been her thesis Summary that each of these mid-teen-age sports superstars 
had several things in common. They were all very dedicated to their sport. 
Rach had begun serious training at a very young age and they all had parents 
willing to sacrifice their own lives for the child's development. As a 
special Olympic coach in diving, she was living out her own childhood 
fantasy. She had grown up with the determination to succeed, and the 
training from a young age. But her parents had failed in their devotion and 
she turned out as a mediocre diver with superb understanding of the 


mechanics of form diving, but not the ability to reach stardom herself. 
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Now this very unusual man, almost out of the main stream of the Freal 
world’, was giving her the opportunity to take a youngster and mold that 
youngster as she saw fit. Avery had told her that no expense, no tool would 
be questioned. And he had offered she and Doc a very unusual opportunity. 
There was no way they could lose! 

"Rose has natural balance and she will hopefully have the ideal height 

) and size of a top-flight diver. She is a bright girl and with the help of 
(Corcentreen 7) 
each of you, she can develop the stamina and single-purposeness of mind 
Porechieve cur jJO1ne eoal. Doc andviowiliMcresate awrainingiand development 
program for Rose starting immediately. She will come to live with -" 
Avery interrupted her with a word. 
[Slop 
"Oh yes, you should explain this part,” she said shoei gbly. 
"Rose," he said turning to the child, “Your: roots noe the Turks and 
Caicos Islands.” That her mother was 4 U.S. citizen of mixed Mexican and 
: black heritage was not a consideration. "Your father will one day be the 
'y @) 
most important businessman of his generation in this country. What I have 
started, Alton will carry on. I, your grandfather,” and he turned towards 
Velma now, "and Grandma Mel, will give you the support and inspiration you 
will need to become the best woman diver in the world.” 
Turning backitot Alton pee wengion. 
"Next week we will break ground on the five acres just behind our home" 
and he swept his arm towards the south, oP a complex that will include a 
full Olympic swimming pool, diving platforms and training center. I will 
equip the center exactly as Suste and Doc require. Every available 


electronic aid to assist in evaluating and recording Rose's development 
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Will be there." He stopped and looked over his Xfamily™. 


"T will also build a home there for Doc and Susie, to their 
specifications. They will create their own schedule to be here perhaps as 
much as 4 months each year. 

"Now, Rose” he said pointing his bulky forefinger at the silent youngster, 
"T am sure your father will agree that this is the most wonderful 
opportunity you could possibly have. And he will support this plan to the 
extent that you will be allowed to return to Michigan with Doc and Susie 
and there you will have private school tutors arranged around a schedule 
determined by Susie's training program.” 

The intensity of his 56 years bore down on his 24 year old son. Alton was 
certain he knew what his father wanted him to respond, but he also knew that 
if he guessed wrong and spoke the wrong words, his own life might never be 
the same again. Literally, the next sentence he spoke might well be his last 
as a favored Burgess. He avoided his father's glare and sat his daughter's 
wine glass down slowly. 

He would later say he was inspired, perhaps by the stare his older sister 
was fixing on him. She, afterall, had faced a similar decision time when she 
brought John home as her financee. And she had blown it. 

Alton smiled, and picked the wine glass up again as he pushed himself 
back from the table. He rose to face his father at the same level. Slowly he 
Pie tedGrne: winees lasssto hisveye level and pointed it straight at Avery. 

"I propose a toast to the first Turks and Caicos Islander to become an 
Olympic Gold Medal winner; Miss Rose Burgess in the year 2002!" 

The entire family began clapping, even Rose who barely understood what 


was happening. As the clapping subsided and the room broke into a babble of 
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voices, Susie McClaskey reached along the starched linen tablecloth to grasp 
Doc's hand, He turned and looked her straight in the eye, leaned forward and 
kissed her lightly on the ear. “Merry Christmas...and a Happy 2002, 


darling”. 


Polly Conner had been preparing the Christmas dinner meal since mid-day 
Z nine tery wits 

on Monday. There would be mt houseguests, Bob and Lisa deNur ft, who lived on 
the island, and herself. Her live-in maid Lannie, a Haitian who had been 
with the Conner household for seven years, now knew the Christmas routine. 
Polly never allowed Lannie to help her with a meal unless it was a special 
meal. Polly was well known for entertaining in exquisite forayeenat dinner 
parties, seldom more than a dozen people, always carefully selected to 
srovide maximum diversity of thought and opinion. Polly did not consider 


herself an intellectual; although Bill had been quite a thinker. But she had 


learned from him how entertaining people's minds can be if properly 
stimulated. She delighted in bringing together individuals or couples who 
were aS opposite as humans could be. And then she would sit back and soak up 
the information while watching the sparks fly. 

Polly's Christmas house guests was such a diverse group. There were three 
couples in the group; she smiled when she thought how she had made love to 
each of these men and she waa wondered which one would be the first to send 
his wife off on a contrived trip to some other part of the island so as to 
have Polly alone. None of the three knew about her affairs with the other 
two, of course. i 


Jacksons from Oklahoma. Polly counted Wanda and 


Jim amongst her eee not dearest friends. Jim had been a close business 


associate when Polly was married to Allen and although Allen and she seldom 
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contacted one another anymore, Polly stayed close to the Jacksons. With them 
was their 17 year old son Shawn. Polly had not seen Shawn in perhaps five 

| Was 

years and she peaked pleasantly surprised to see how he had matured into a 
most handsome young man, with his mother's sense of irreverance for 
conventional life. 

Before they gathered for dinner, Polly had placed small handwritten 
namecards at each setting on her marble top dining room table. There were 
~,. chairs but the table was still not crowded. 

Bob and Lisa deNuff arrived nearly 30 minutes early. Bob explained he had 
a choice; arrive 15 minutes late or 30 minutes early. "If you will let me 
take my scotch into the den where I can join Peter Jennings and the news, 
I'll see you as soon as it ig over" he offered. Bob never missed the ABC 
World News and Polly mentally pinched herself for Stating an arrival time 
that conflicted with the newscast. She did know better! 

As Bob excused himself from the kitchen and walked past Polly towards 
the den, he leaned towards her and said quietly so Lisa might not hear 
"duPont was good; $650,000” and he smiled. Polly's mind produced her 

Ay 
'Tinder's fee commission’ within two seconds; $13,500. Well, that was a nice 
extra Christmas present! 

Lisa sipped on a diet Coke and spoke about her grandchildren ag POLLY 
busied herself with the finishing touches on the Ady derves tray. Lannie, 
try as she might, could never get the presentation part of dinner quite the 
Way Polly demanded although Lisa suspected Polly would always tidy up a 
serving plate no matter how skillful Lannie might be. 

Polly's house guests this time were all staying in the "Annex', a quaint 


term Bill had invented in 1980 when he built the four-building complex. This 
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building, close but respectfully removed from the 4,000 square foot ‘Main 
House’, had five separate individual and private apartments in it. Lannie 
lived downstairs in one of these; the other four were upstairs where the 
building~long front porch provided a spectacular visual setting across miles 
of sand lined Grace Bay. 

Rodney and Maryanne Paul made the short trip to the main house first. 
Rodney was a specialty vehicle distributor in South Florida. The couple 
Yves in Boca Raton and he had met Polly when she came to Florida to 
purchase two tour buses for her travel agency. He had found her well 
prepared and she knew precisely what she wanted and what it should cost. He 
also had discovered they shared the same birthday and had in fact been born 
less than 100 miles apart in rural Wisconsin. Ultimately they would share 
more. 

Close on the heels of the Pauls were Bill Thorp and his wife Julian. 
Thorp waS a professor of economics at the University of Arkansas. He was 
Dorn wim Cal ltorniia dandvaveraduate of USC, Bill obtained his doctorate in 
Arkansas and stayed on to teach where he met Julian as a student in one of 
>. classes. Polly had first encountered Bill on a red-eye airplane flight 
between Tulsa and Miami. The plane had a scheduled landing in Atlanta and 
because of plane malfunction Eastern had elected to put all the Miami- bound 
passengers up in Atlanta overnight. Thorp was fascinated with this lady who 
seemed to have a written her own textbook to business and he had fallen into 
her bed in Atlanta to learn more. 

Rodney was acting as master of Polly's bar and the last parts of the 
elaborate dinner were falling into place when the final five ambled across 


the courtyard. Stanton Wigh the third was never timely for anything. His 
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father had developed the art of living a oe life after Stanton the 
first had discovered millions of barrels of high grade crude oil beneath his 
otherwise valueless west Texas ranch. ‘The third' was now refining both nis 
grandfather's oil and the lifestyle he learned from his daddy. Trudy Wigh 
had been an airline stewardess when she met the third and she quickly 
adopted her husband's attitude that anything worth while would come to them; 


why bother looking for it? Stanton was but 30 and he had met Polly at a 


Pscoteque at Virginia Beach over a labor day weekend in 1985. Polly had 


fallen all over him in the darkness of the night and they never made it to 
her room at the Sheraton Beach resort. This was Stanton's first experience 
making passionate love on a third floor outdoor walkway overlooking the 
ocean below. It had been further proof to him that good things always found 
hime ne never hadi to: look for mthem. 

The Jacksons were just a little bit nervous about being on Portobello, 
and staying in Polly's complex. They saw one another at least once each year 
but always before at some point inside the United States. They Red never met 
Bill Conner and while they had heard a great deal about him, all favorable, 
pad ee. 
v ey, still Saw Allen routinely because of their business. Both Jim and Wanda 
knew Allen would pump them for details of Polly's lifestyle when they 
returned home. Polly knew this too; in fact, her desire to Cup ker. SuEcess 
into her ex-husband's face was precisely why the Jacksons were here this 
Christmas. 

"We can eat now,” announced Bob deNuff dejectedly, appearing in the 
doorway. "The news is depressing," he added, to nobody ineparcacular, 

"Alright Lannie, let's get this party moving," announced Polly. "If you 


all will go to the dining room and take your seats we will begins» 


‘on 


Ee 


Lg SR OF RGR aENY wand AT184F he 


2A0E NISL 


ie ‘tte ptosltoe | hae aia & a 
. i | 


migyti io. 16" seven bade onal 


“8 st) aie aneh ti ‘hendvoatl o 
sri ey ve ; ¥ ig 

ATi eayet' JEOU, Bl ci 
ae = 


ot elnsesth] attr bam Liga 


: . et es hat 
a ak LEST ry cya aera ai) ' i 1 | 


‘ 


Oe, % er, ye : 
inne Ses Sly Lee © Sea 
AY ira ta: Ie Cheha + Sn bball 


cat ieee oe aaa ly ae 


pagaaese eft otnie vovey Sf 


: ay 0 
ies eo pose ea 
ay 


fy tol oT er eat 


j . 
l thine 5 ; : 
Xs : 7 
- a 
J > 
* Ls =e. ta A 
tony miter) mee SAG +} 4we 


| ; om, 
moa Gh er ia a 
S 


etd of 90d! & Sen aise BAO! 


‘4 se 
rs . ~ j ‘ : 1 ? 
omy, ail Ketan Yh OD ar 
E j of 
oh tee” deg ies * Ose & 


breve: tee - weal: Bl Tw be? 
Set vii 7) an fh iO? ah a ; 


rd ek sedet aot indy qmiq Divo 
Se 


Polly's dining room was her statement about her own success. When she 
arrived on the island in 1985, this room was a learning center. Bill's two 
children had gone to school in this room for a number of years before 
leaving for California and private schools when Bill divorced his first 
wife. Polly knew she must have a formal dining room and she wanted no 
reminders of Bill's prior life or children around. The room had been gutted 


and reshaped in her image of upper midwestern elegance. There was no. room 


Ys measure on Portobello; not even at Avery's house. 


se Oe 7 i Ap RTE) Peano t: 
An interior decorator had been westted from Virginia and a 20 foot sea 


container followed, filled with objects of art from Greece, Turkey and the 
eastern mediterrean. 

A massive marble-topped table dominated the room, directly under a glass 
chandeler weighing nearly 1,500 pounds. The roof trusses were rebuilt to 
support the massive bulk. Gold, gilt-edged breakfronts, each handcrafted in 
custom design by the same craftsman, lined one wall. Softly lit to insure 
each piece inside was properly on display for admiring study, Polly proudly 
placed more than 20 years of collecting ornate glass and silver pieces on 
open view. 

Kach corner of the room was marked with an ultra-modern glass pedestal, 

qwo 
just waist height. Atop = pedestals, lightweight pewter castings of the 


ont THE Timo, Aphrodite , me Ge0dss oF FERriesy. 
heads of young Greek gods, Inspite of the individual pieces in the room, it 
I 


R 
was actually almost simplistic. The 15 foot ceiling, the soft mauve 
Wallpaper and the heavy linen accent drapes with matching valences gave the 
room an instant feel of wealth. 


Eleven people were seated. Polly walked to stand behind Bob deNuff and 


asked for attention. "Everyone here knows one another, except for Bob and 
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Lisa. This is Bob," she said placing her hand on the older man's shoulder 
"and here is Lisa," pointing to the woman directly across the table. They 
are my dearest friends on the island and Bob can tell you more about 
Portbello than anyone else here because he has been here since 1972." 

And with that the happy meal began with each of the house guest families 
in turn toasting their hostess. When finally it came time for Bob deNuff to 
offer his glass in toast, he stood with some difficulty trying to recall a 
Yrse he had learned as a schoolboy. Unable, he made up the best 
approximation he could of the forgotten verse. 

"May you all enjoy the spoils of your holiday here and may each of you 
find in this room the true meaning of life”. 

And he sat down. By this point so much wine had been consumed by all but 
Lisa, who no longer drank, that every utterance was either priel bane or 


outrageously humourous. By ten PM those few still able to speak without 
slurring their words were urging those who could only speak with slurred 
words to ‘say goodnight’. Lannie immediately moved in to clear the table and 
begin the several hour exercise to save the leftovers and handwash, dry and 
<p 
put away the special holiday china Miss Polly had set out. 
Seventeen year old Shawn had never gotten drunk before in his Pires we 
mother was mortified that he had picked this evening to do sa and then 
passed out at the table before sliding down out of -nis'chair-and ca. the 
floor. When she and Jim had excused themselves to carry their son back 
upstairs to their Annex apartment, this had set the scene for the balance 
of the houseguests to also call it a night. 


The deN@ffs, with Lisa driving and Bob slumped over in the front seat, 


pulled away as Polly stood alone waving them out of the driveway. All of the 
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rest were down the sidewalks to their Annex quarters; following the 
Jacksons' lead. Polly was suddenly chilled and she wrapped her arms around 
her own waist and rubbed the sbeeely protruding boundary between her small 
waist and the start of her thighs. Instantly the blood in her body seemed to 
warm and without hesitation she turned and headed directly to the privacy of 
her bedroom. 

GQlasine the heavy,-soelia: ocak door ‘behind her, Polly went directly to the 
vis and reached beneath a corner of the heavy cotton bedspread. A small 
drawer with a lock appeared and from her bedside table she took a key and 
unlocked the drawer.The exterior size of the drawer was an illusion; 
pulling on the drawer handle revealed no drawer at all. It was a hinged door 
and as it folded down more than 6 dozen spiral notebooks were revealed, Each 
had color coded binder tape. One notebook, laying alone, had no tape at all. 
Polly lifted this one and placed it on the bedspread before her. 

ry 

Five years-prior to her divorce from Allen, Polly had begun to keep a 
detailed daily log. At the time she didn't know why she was doing this; and 
she told no-one that she did. 

) Many people keep a dairy; Polly told herself in the beginning this was 
merely her diary. But as the volumes grew and the problems between she and 
Allen also grew, the diaries took on new meaning. When Allen had taught her 
how to operate two parts of her brain in parallel at the same time, she had 
practiced this by dealing with the ‘live events’ of the present on one side 
and used the other side to file away the word-for-word utterances of Allen. 
At night she would click on her ‘secondary mind’, as Allen called it, and as 
if taking transcription from a dictating machine, write down exactly 


everything she had heard Allen say hours before. 
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Ultimately, when she and Allen would divorce she had confronted him with 


sar aN ae ) 
carefully selected excerpts fait, the fasttivvesyeans onptheim livectogzether. 


Allen's business fosition, his ability to structure the economics of their 


divorge as he might have wished, had been considerably diminished by Polly's 


verbatum recall of his promises and statements of thé fflve prior 


Sali. 


Allen never did know this was all the result of him teaching her the twin- 
mind technique. He had even accused her of bugging his office and recording 
Peir conversations without his knowledge. She never told him the truth. 

| Polly opened the notebook without a colored tape binding; this was her 
current book. A paperclip marked her last entry and she opened it to this 
page. Pen in hand she summarized her day. She started with: 

Pee wASeNOT THE MOST MEMORABLE CHRISTMAS OF MY Lives I THINK I TRIED TO 
DO TOO MUCH BY MYSELF AND T°LEFT NO VIME FOR THE THINGS THAT REALLY MATTER. 
I AM GOING TO BED, ALONE, AND I ACHE. I CANNOT BELIEVE I HAD ALL DAY WITH 
RODNEY, BILL AND STANTON AND NOTHING HAPPENED ALL DAY OR TONIGHT. 

Polly wrote for nearly an hour; her frustrations with her lonliness,; her 
Own rating of the dinner party. Of that she wrote: 

ELEVEN OF US DRANK WINE. I COUNTED 16 EMPTY BOTTLES. I WILL NEVER MAKE 
THIS MISTAKE AGAIN, 

When finally she finished, noting for the record that Bob deNuff now owed 
her $13,500 for the sale of property to that duPont fellow, she reread her 
notes, closed the notebook and secured it behind the locked door. 

Folding the bedspread to the bottom of the bed she uncovered deep red 
sheets that almost shone in the subdued light. Polly went to her bathroom 
and prepared herself for bed. First she showered and then she sprinkled her 


firm body with powder. Critically, she stood before hed full wall bathroom 
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mirror and carefully examined her body. She had smaller than expected 
breasts for a woman 5 foot 7 inches. But the nipples were oversized for her 
breast size and three separate tones of brown radiated from the now tenge 
nipple tips. 

Polly had i sireas a body that would trouble her as it matured. 
The first time she made love to Allen, he had quickly satisfied his male 
craving and then rolled out of bed and reached into his pants pocket, 
punning to the bed he demanded that she also get out of bed and stand 
Berore him. As she did so, trembling, he opened the palm of his tight hand 
to reveal a cloth dressmaker's tape measure. Silently, Allen motioned for 
her to raise her arms as he carefully measured and then noted aloud her 
measurements. 

MoMecet Soo swalsl. 24:e and. bios 40", 

Polly had been humililated. Her thick hips had been a constant source of 
concern since she was a new teenager. Allen was not the first man to make 
love to her but he had been the first one that ®counted*. Now, Standing 
before him naked and trembling as his wet sperm oozed down the inside of her 
ee he had ‘taken her measure’. 

Mle jel. Marny you; he had said as if ordering a 8teak dinner, “But you 
must add at least one inch to the top and take 2 inches from the bottom. The 
middle is OKY." 

That was it; that was his proposal to her. He fucked her, forced her to 

ERP EPL SIN) | | 
Stand before him as wet skerm trickled between her tirttghs and stated the 
conditions of the marriage he offered. 'Bigger tits; a smaller ass’. 

She had been so frightened and so ashamed of her body that her response 


had been "Must I do this before you will marry me?? "He didn't smile as he 
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placed the tape measure around her neck almost as a ebro Suddenly 
pulling down on the two ends until the neck loop cut into her skin he had 
given her the rules of his marriage. 

VNo, we will be married next month. But, you will work on these points 
and we'll see how you measure up from time to time.” Polly had lived in fear 
of that tape measure for the next 18 years. Even after she divorced Allen 
she had nightmares where a tape measure without end grabbed her ankle in her 
gcroom, yanked her across the sheets and then wrapped her totally like an 
Berne an Mummy . 

All of these thoughts flooded through her mind as she stood before the 
mirror squeezing her nipples between thumb and forefinger of two cupped 
hands. Loosening her hold on the nipples her hands slid slowly down her 
chest cage and through the concave inset that marked her admiréably tiny 
Walst. Now her hands slowed and hesitated. The hips were ahead. Her eyes 
focused on the mirror; two scultured hands lingered at the base of her waist 

Juss aSonv a 
and «ne two protruding hip bones that were below. 

Shortly after Bill died, Polly had worked herself into a terrible period 
uf depression. Time and an operation had brought her out of the depression. 
& doctor in Sarasota had given her a new mental picture of herself. Just 
hours before the Tu ae a had once again measured her breasts and hips, 
alone, in the privacy of her hospital suite. The breasts were still 33: her 
hips still 40. For years she had tried diets, exercise, and messeurs. 
Nothing had changed her measurements for more than a few days or weeks at a 
time. If she added weight, her hips grew at precisely the same rate as her 
breasts. If she lost weight, the breasts disappeared but the hips never 


dipped below 40. 
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Bill had been far less critical than Allen and he even said she should be 
proud to be "past 40 and still with the same measurements you Hace acai. 
But she had long before Bill dispatred at only wearing loose, flowing 
dresses and skirts, and draping a towel over her swimsuit covered body at 
the beach if there with anyone but Bill. 

After the operations, the days of being confined jareely to a hospital 
bed with bandages covering her breasts and hips had been the longest days 
of her life. The breasts had been exposed first. She stood for our . pours 
before the mirror clutching the white dressmaker's tape measure and sobbing: 
Over and over again she had measured and remeasured her bust inee ooo ee 
real 35!' she had moaned through tear stained lips until weak from exhauston 
she collapsed back into the hospital bed. Two days later the bandages were 
removed from her hips. She had expected sizeable scars from the liposuction; 
there was only a redness. The doctor knew his patients always most wanted to 
be alone after the initial unveiling and he had accomodated her. The hardest 
thing she had ever done in her life was to wrap the tape measure arcune oer 
buttox and draw it up tight. Her eyes had closed and her hands had trembled. 
Twice she lost her grip on the end of the tape and it fell to the floor. 
When finally she took several deep breaths and gained temporary control of 
her hands the tape measure had magically slid past the familiar grasp points 
and drawn to a taunt posture at 38 inches. Polly had fainted dead away and 
minutes later the nurse found her naked, collapsed on the floor before the 
mirror with the tape measure Still tight about her buttox. 

Her slender fingers now rolled over her front hip bones and gently 
traveled around her thighs to her buttox. She squeezed her own bottom 


impulsively to assure herself it remained firm. A final glance into the 
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mirror, Polly turned to leave the bathroom switching off the het, 

She knew without looking exactly what her watch would say to her. 
Polly owned more than a dozen watches; some very expensive, some gifts from 
lovers. The Casio dive watch she wore dally had an elapsed time feature as 
well as a count down function. Standing before the edge of her bed she 
selected the count down timer display, in the:dim light she could see it 
showed 1 hour 12 minutes and the odd seconds} RemAin salg 

She drew a deep breath and ran her fingers across the blood-red satin 
sheets Lannie had been instructed to place on the bed that morning. What 
came next was a ritual she resorted to only when all else failed. 

In one hour and approximately 12 minutes it would be 72 hours she had her 
last sexual experience. It, too, had been alone. In 45 years, 32 of these 
with a consiousness of her own sexual needs, she had learned painfully that 


unless she experienced an orgasim or a strenuous sexual act EVEN) 3 dave. 


Apoid ome A% gu MOT Lape Oy com ear ude 


her life would turn to unbearable hell. The count down timer on her Casio hr 
waS a needless reminder that she had barely an hour to Slide in under the Qu. 


wut 


deadline of her biological clock. 

Before exposing herself to the feel of the satin sheets she pushed two 
buttons on a box by her bedside. One started a series of pre~programmed 
steps with her in room security system. The deadbolt lock, pushed by an 
electronic plunger, secured the door. Simultaneously the lights went to a 
very dim level, and a dedicated VHS tape deck in the back of her walk-in 
migeee loaded a carefully selected pppoPsraphic tape into the machine while 

2? mutch) 
an audio casette deck switched on Johnny Mathis crooning a ‘fuck-me' tune. 
The. Secana button started a timer which appeared as a count-up display on 


was alkecoy Ng 
the TV screen which sew revealed “two young Greek men with their heads buried 
A 5 
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red satin sheets. 
Christmas day 1990 was almost over. 
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long haired woman laying on 


Diego de Avila appears on almost no maps. More than 700 miles off the 
western coast of Mexico, due west of Acapulco, are three islands with 
Virtually no economic, political nor military value. They are so far from 
the Mexican coast as to escape detection by those who travel north and south 
between California and the Fanama Canal. The islands were not discovered nor 
were they charted until the same year as the California gold rush; more than 
yo years after Mexico proper had been invaded by the Europeans. 

A small Mexican military garrison of typically fewer than 30 men normally 
occupies Diego de Avila. Additionally, there are two government sponsored 
meteorologists and a civilian staff of five to prepare meals and tend to the 
laundry of the occupants of this forgotten island. No-one who 1s there for 
the military believes he has been appointed to the island aS a ‘reward’. 
Nobody ever requests service on Diego de Avila. 

Winston Campbell's Canadian passport says he was born in Regina, 
Saskatchewan in 1938, Winston is the only non-Mexican living in this island 
group. In the spring of 1988, Winston had arrived from Acapulco in the 
Company of the son of Mexico's ukén erbsident. A General in the Mexican 

oo 
Airforce flew the duo to the island&’ only eiratrip in a Mexican Airforce 
14 seater executive Jet. The balance of the plane's capacity had been taken 
with crate after crate of wooden boxes, all tightly sealed by black metal 
bands and each carrying a U.S. and a Mexican customs cleargnce tag. 

Campbell had been moved into the only private residence on the main 
island; a three bedroom bungalow built in the 1970s by the Mexican 
government to house t és Prepident Escobar during the only occasion anyone 


es 
in such authority had ever set foot in the islands. Comandante Fiero 
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had been given verbal and written instructions concerning the Canadian, and 
loosely translated they were: 

1) He can do anything he wants to do, anytime he wants to do it. 

©) If he requests something from you, whether it be a need for assistance 
or 4a material request, do it. Promptly. 

3) Ask him nothing; do not allow anyone to interrupt him or enter his 
residence unless he approves it. 
¥ And the fourth point. 

4) We do not expect Senor Campbell to learn Spanish to speak with you, or 
your replacement. You are to learn English, 

The Comandante knew an order when he heard it. He also knew he might 
spend the balance of his military career in these forgotten islands if he 
qidn’t. follow hie instructions precisely. 

The sun was balancing with its lower lip sitting directly on the deep 
blue ocean to the west as Comandante Fiero saluted briskly to the Canadian 
greeting him in the doorway. The formal salute over, the two men grasped one 
another's hands and shook vigorously. 

| "Welcome to my humble home for Christmas dinner” said the Canadian. "I 
am pleased for your company.” 

"T too am glad" beamed Fiero. "I have present for you” he said offering 
one of the two packages he carried. "And this. It came today on the supply 
plane" handing Campbell a second box which the Comandante had observed bore 
a Canadian shipping label. 

"Tl have a present for you, also” smiled Campbell, separating his two 
parcels by placing one on the dinner table and the second on a counter 


nearby. "It is here, and we will open our presents before we eat. May I 
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get you a drink?” 

This Canadian had one of the largest liquor supplies he had ever seen in 
Giselife but he seldom if ever saw the man drink. That was one of the many, 
many mysteries about this man. 

Botgeyes?... a rum and coke if you please”. 

"T must congratulate you on your steady improvement in English" 
complimented the Canadian while dropping ice cubes into the thick stubenware 
pass. Sava eon you buy tiewhhl besarCanadianedrinks | Gcotchsand+water"™. 
| The Comandante saw the Canadian every few days, but they seldom did more 
than exchange pleasant greetings. The Comandante had taken seriously his 
instructions to learn English but he regretted how seldom he had the 
opportunity to use what he was learning. The casette recordings and the 
shortwave radio broadcasts he routinely listened to were helpful but no 
substitute for talking directly to another in English. 

"How are you doing with your country chase?” Campbell asked. 

The Comandante broke into his most relaxed smile. Bueno. ..good’* he 
thought ‘now we will have serious talk’. 

When Campbell had learned the Comandante was interested in learning to 
speak English, and he also learned the man had an unexplained interest in 
electronics, he suggested that perhaps the Comandante would like to combine 
the two and become a ‘Ham’ radio operator. “You will learn more about 
electronics and, you will have the opportunity every day to speak English 
with people all over North America; even the world#,” he had explained. 

And so he had. From the dozens of wooden crates Senor Campbell brought 
with him and the still dozens more to follow on the twice annual supply ship 


from Acapulco had come more electronic equipment than Fiero had ever seen in 
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his life. Far more equipment than his own headquarters communications center 
in Acapulco owned. Out of one crate the Canadian had taken several small 
metal boxes covered with knobs. In still other crates he had found spools of 
wire and strange white ege shaped pieces he had carefully explained were 
¥insulatorst. 

There had followed the most exciting four weeks of the Comandante’s life. 
He and the Canadian had moved the metal boxes covered with knobs to. his 
¥fice and outside they had strung lengths of wire and those insulators to 
ae antennas. Then the Canadian had patiently day after day helped the 
Comandante understand what each knob on the equipment did, and how a person 
operated the equipment. Comandante Fiero still shook with excitement when he 
relived the first time he held the microphone in his own hand and spoke 
halting English to a man in Houston, Texas, 

"I have now worked 210 countries” Fiero said with pride. "Just last week 
I received my DXCC Award from The League" he continued. Fach mail and 
emergency supply plane to the island brought him dozens, often hundreds of 
the much coveted ham ‘QSL’ cards from people he had contacted around the 
world. When you make contact with 100 different countries and have the 
required QSL cards to prove this, an international body awards you with a 
cervidicates sthe (DxXCOvAvard, « 

"I have it here” he smiled reaching into his briefcase. Campbell took the 
piece of parchment. paper and read it over quickly. 

"Granted to Pedro Sanchez Fiero, XE4PF, this recognition” and his voice 
trailed off as his lips silently read to himself the balance of the award. 
He handed it back to the Comandante and extended his hand. 


"Congratulations!" and the two lapsed into what hams the world over call an 


106 


3 - 
'% od 
. en 7. 
7 ’ 
- ois 


siaurmos erasYsupheed eb min ads: shine A sor ae 
fatten neokk? Bert napbhhelltot mies a0 to rity birt 


may Se? Bf SSRIs Tg TeSe Wie -adoany Asfe ob 


f eres bho es + ae oo 
. re i Th 1 ow -_ =ic a a) 
E y 
a 3 — +4. 73 
; SUS Tt gana , JETae j & 
i 
si eax “Lett aco oye 
s¥ Pe : j 
a i 
4 fey 4 Teh 
} -r, + Of iin rs. 
; ( 
4 e ot as 4 t tes e*s Pes 
t A a ae * 
: ba =i F 
at (oss ei thy 
»| 7 ‘ rt) ¢ e ¥ A ma ; a li 
LL 
i ie ‘ rts tetiz Ke 
- ' 
4 FS a Ts 234.) ry yd Eng! eal} 
» , « | . . 7 - 
alae | . = P J P re . 
vib Shere Le oe Boa? et Ba H€7i ME 
: 7 : : Bie ad) 
} ‘ F a a 
‘ * = - - 
— Ac as, + ‘ a ) FU S Sei Be re a* zs a 
ae) ul . y -waas in 4 reitre.-Wa 4 45% “i % wh a4 
r x , : roe - é . =) . ' 
_ ; + f ae \ 


me hs vbsuntiato-et *eugbad SE ait SevA OO eee 


Ba A 1 ; : Jas 

" 3 amen’ } sei? 3 5 Psas fe Z f: Si} 4 es Ag 
x ere ay Sen ail Ploeg eck Save“ ae? met 

_ a = —> 7 =i a ‘ 
cm) simths Jedoriie oor dale 2 Joes. mie vor 
ny thaws. Yo Deonsateait me Ae tit eatin id Epis eg 
ot emai & a, ; ; j a6 oa - F 
dy , . -Abseuh oaKay odd ag 
(pl 

sd jaan ove kad etek eat Ho ina, boat site od “sry 


} 


re Sale e343 a 


i bts 


‘eyeball session’, one-om one rather than through the medium of the ether. 

Presently a large wall clock announced it was 8PM. 

"Oops....time to enjoy our Christmas dinner Pedro” noted Campbell. "I am 
sorry but I have a radio schedule myself in two hours so even tonight I must 
watch the clock. Shall we go to the table?” 

As the two men arose from the overstuffed chairs of the living room and 
walked to the dining table at the far end, a Mexican lady in her 30s began 
% bring the dinner to the table. It included a small turkey with oyster 
Stuffing, sweet potatoes and corn on the cob. 

"T thought you might enjoy having a typical Amer...aaah, Canadian 
Christmas dinner". He poured two glasses of red wine and proposed a toast. 

"lo your next 100 countries" he offered. 

"To the baby Jesus" responded Pedro. 

"Before I cut the turkey” suggested Campbell, will you please open your 
present?" It sat directly in front of the Comandante and when he reached for 
it he knew he would be forced to stand to lift it. ’What could be so very 
heavy?’ he wondered. 

"You may wish to slit the paper across the top to inspect it" Campbell 
offered "Lt 18 quite heavy; vactually,.70. pounds.” 

That was a clue, Pedro thought. But surely it couldn't be! He was anxious 
and the ribbon holding the paper in place was very tight. As Pedro struggled 
with the obstinate plastic Campbell handed him a sharp knife. 

"Try this" he offered. 

The ribbon cut, the paper fell away from the cardboard box. The letters 
on the outside revealed to Pedro that inside was the very thing he wanted 


most in the world. The top opened quickly and there was a thick spiral bound 
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instruction manual. The photo printed on the top of the manual told him 
everything he needed to know. 

"An Alpha! A 2,000 watt amplifier " he said, over and over. Tears welled 
up in his eyes and then streamed down his cheeks. There was no embarassment 
however because a Mexican man is not ashamed to cry when he is happy. 
Regaining his composure he pushed back his chair and rose to stand. rampbel | 
instinctively rose as well and the two friends hugged one another. 

4 Carefully Pedro chose his words. 

“This 1s wonderful” he said, sobbing again. "You have changed my life and 
I will always be grateful to you". The two hugged again, and then separated 
to sit down. Campbell said not a word but proceeded to cut the turkey while 
Pedro thumbed through the instruction manual for the gadget in the box that 
would give him one of the strongest shortwave ham radio signals in the 
world. 

When the dinner was completed and Pedro had left with his 70 pound 
amplifier, Winston Campbell set the fine bottle of Mexican wine he had 
Gmeeeivcuecrom Pedromior Christmas to. the side of the dinner table. He 


glanced at his watch and it said 9:50. He had ten minutes. In another room 


2 
his satellite connected FAX machine was poised and ready for him to sit down 
at the keyboard for the 10 o'clock long distance meeting. 

His eyes glassed over as he stared intently at the brown paper wrapped 
parcel Pedro had delivered. It had apparently been opened by the Customs 
people of some country; Canada where it started, the U.S. as it went 
through, or Mexico. Perhaps all three. The string holding the brown paper 
wrapper in place had been cut and retied in several places. 


He knew what it was. He didn't have to open it now. But in just over two 
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hours Christmas would be over and it was, afterall, a Christmas present. 
Campbell rose and walked to the counter to pick up the package, as Maria was 
stacking the last dishes in the sink. He reached in his pocket for his ever 
present Swiss Army knife and Snapped the string. The brown wrapping paper, a 
grocery store shopping bag turned inside out he noted, fell loosely from the 
package. 

The box inside had once been wrapped with Christmas paper; pieces of the 
&per stuck on with Scotch tape revealed parts of a Santa Claus head and 
aineee of relnodeer. The unmarked white box had a sticker on the bottom; 
"Product of West Germany’. 

He lifted the hinged cardboard top and inspected the handmade German nut 
cracker laying inside on a bed of white tissue paper. ‘Yes, that is the one 
I selected in the catalog’ he told himself. ’And it appears to have arrived 
intact’. He had just time to carry it into his bedroom and place it on a 
snelf as his alarm watch struck 10 PM. 

Pausing at the doorway to stare at the shelf, he counted to himself. 

Six German nut crackers all in a row. 
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Chapter Bight / 

The Monasto family were one day away from their first Portobello 
anniversary; a week tomorrow. And Paul was growing more anxious by the day 
to stop being on holiday and get on with his business, He waited at the 
Portobello airport for a Turks and Caicos National Airlines 141 seat 
‘tslander’ to fuel so he could load on board for a flight to Grand Turk. 

Like many islands in the Caribbean, virtually all commercial and 
government activity grinds to a halt between Christmas eve and the day 
following New Years, It was a revelation to Karen and Paul that during this 
arene of all tourist weeks of the entire year many shops and restaurants 
closed, and even taxi operators simply stop showing up at hotel stands. 

Paul had tried to contact Lawrence Harvey to arrange a business meeting 
from the day they moved into the temporary quarters at Golden Shores. It had 
taken him four days to run the man down and each day had been increasingly 
frustrating. More so because he soon suspected the man was home, on Grand 
Turk, when he called and was avoiding him. 

"Going to Grand Turk?" asked the young man standing beside Paul. 

"Yes, for the day” Paul responded. 

*T almost missed the plane” the young man began, oblivious to the fact 
oe the plane might be another 30 minutes or even an hour before it 
departed on the 40 minute flight. "I couldn't get a taxi to come for me" he 
added. 

"It is amazing how this island Just shuts down and boards up tight 
at the height of the tourist season” replied Paul. "I guess it has always 
been that way and nobody wants to change simply because there are tourists 
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"How long do you think it will be before we leave?” the man asked, 
shifting his eyes around the almost empty terminal building. He was eyeing 
the open door at Gilley's Cafe, in the corner. Paul noticed where he was 
looking and offered "If you want to pop into Gilley’s I'll come and get you 
when it 1s time to board”. The man agreed, thanked Paul and strode briskly 
inte the bar where he ordered a Polly Girl beer’. 

Harvey had finally allowed Paul to talk with him, and showed only slight 
interest in Paul’s recitation of how complicated it had been to wrap up all 
of their Canadian affairs in a few weeks of intense effort. ‘Come to Grand 
qr and meet me in my office Friday morning’ he had directed, Paul had 
asked ‘what time?' and Harvey had simply replied ‘take the first morning 
flight’. Paul was now growing concerned that if the ‘first morning flight' 
turned out ta be an hour or more late, his appointment might be off. The 
Longer TCNA took to get their plane ready for takeoff, the more nervous Paul 
became. By the time the plane finally flew at 10:30, some two hours after 
its scheduled departure, Paul was talking to himself, out loud. 

“Tf you are going to speak to me, speak louder" the man next to him 
shouted in his ear. The noise inside the plane was deafening. Paul smiled 
at the man he had rescued from Gilley’s Cafe and closed his eyes in thought. 
b) 'I have uprooted my family from Toronto. We are here with everything we 
have; barely $4,000 in cash and that will disappear in less than a month at 
the present rate. The kids need ta go to school, Karen needs a home she can 
call her own, and I need to earn enough money ta keep us here. If we don't 
make it here, now, we are doomed as a family.’ 

The plane lurched sideways and Paul elanced at the turquoise Water below. 


Small sand bars protruded here and there above the light water chop. He 
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could see no real islands as he stared to the south. 

'I met this Harvey fellow at the Erebus. Everyone there had been paying 
the man homage, as if he was all powerful and all knowing. We talked because 
he said he was in the house building business and I said I was a cabinet 
maker. It took less than 30 minutes for me, talking to this stranger, to 
agree to bring my family back and go into business with this Harvey guy. 

We shook hands and that was it. He sent me FAX instructions telling me what 
to do, how to complete my work permit and residency applications. I did 
exactly as he said and that attorney Charles Scott had done the rest, 

©" stupid can I be? How desparate can I be?’ 

| Paul could feel the Islander aircraft excuting a manuever. He looked out 
again and saw the edge of a small island below him. That would be South 
Caicos. The locals called it 'the drug island', apparently because it was a 
known trans shipment point between Colombia and the states. 

Graning his neck, Paul could see out the same front windscreen as the 
pllot. A long, thin island lay directly ahead and the plane was on a visual 
course aligned with a runway that crossed the short way across the island. 
That «would be Grand Tiirk, Paul decided: 
| Grand Turk had once dominated these islands. It remained the capital but 
3 the last decade as Portbello had rapidly developed Grand Turk had lost; 
population, investment, and now even influence. The British Governor and his 
Queen-appointed staff were still here. So too were all of the government 
leaders. But Since 1989 there had been a steady movement of government 
personnel to Portbello; each department was racing to establish their own 


sub-offices there. Each month there was less and less reason to travel to 


Grand Turk from Portobello for government business. The present 
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administration led by the Honourable Orville Burnside Smythe was doing what 
they could to stem the tide of abandonment of Grand Turk. But inside 
Smythe's administration he had ‘loyal ministers' including Harvey who were 
up to their collective necks in business activities on Portbello. Only 
Smythe himself had not figured out the grass was truly greener on Portbello. 

Harvey had been swept into office in the 1988 election that saw 8 of the 
nations’ 11 elected legislature seats filled with members of the Grand 
Democratic Party: GDP for short. The Islander touched down on the west end 
of the runway and braked to a halt less than half way along the 6,000 foot 
eves strip. Ahead Paul could see the east end of the runway ran almost to 
the edge of the island itself. 

’Boy' he thought to himself ‘this island is really narrow!’, The plane 
began moving again as the pilot applied power and brakes to opposite sides 
of the aircraft, spinning it to the left and towards the terminal building 
just north of the runway. 

"Not much of a facility” suggested the man to his left. "And I thought 
Portobello was smalli". 

Paul nodded and smiled. The building looked forty or fifty years old; 

a new section, mostly rough finished plywood and cement blocks, had been 
Packed on to the west end. A sign over the doorway into the newer section 
proclaimed ‘International Arrivals', The pilot veered right and stopped less 
than 50 feet from the building. A handcart for baggage was being pushed 
towards the plane by an indifferent native. Nobody seemed like they were in 
much of a hurry here. 

Paul carried a thin plastic letter sized pouch: inside were his plans and 


cash flow prajections for the cabinet making business. He followed the 
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pidgeon English signs through the small building to a taxi stand in front. 
The airport seemed to have more people than Portobello, but it was only a4 
fraction of the size so perhaps it was just the confined quarters. Two men 
lounged against a 15 year old Buick Electra arguing as he exited to the 
street. area, Both looked up and one said ‘Taxi, sir?'. 

"Yes, the Ministry of Natural Resources please” he answered. The taller, 
thinner of the two broke away and directed him to a fairly new 12 passenger 
van parked away from the sidewalk. 

"Anymore with you" the driver asked. "Not with me, but there were others 
@i the plane" Paul responded. "Right back” said the man and he disappeared 
into the building. Presently he returned with the man who had started the 
trip in Portobello. 

"We drop him first" announced the driver; "he going to see Shawn" 
suggesting everyone must know who Shawn is. They circled the small parking 
lot and drove past the entrance gates, Paul read the sign to himself. 
"Welcome to Grand Turk...for the Rest of Your Life’. 

"My name Jack” interrupted the taxi driver. "Anything you need here, 
anything, you ask me. I get it for you or take you there", The other man 
said nothing, Paul answered "I have an appointment with Lawrence Harvey and 
\ after the appointment I will need to come back to the airport”, Paul 
was uncertain how difficult it might be to get a cab during this holiday 
period, and felt he should arrange for one now. 

"No problem; I take you back. How long you be?". 

"I really don’t know." He glanced at his watch and it said 11:15. "TI 
mipposes| o8elockor so,” 


"OK, I meet you. If you need me sooner, you call 2277 and they reach me 
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on this", holding up a handheld radio. "2277; OK?” 

"Ow, thanks you." 

The taxi driver didn't look or actually sound native. He wae very black, 
but his facial features looked more, well, Haitian. Paul was beginning to be 
able to tell Haitians apart from Turks and Caicos Islanders. They were 
driving down a pothole filled street passing Stray donkies and horses 
that Paul had been warned roamed Grand Turk at will. ‘The kids would like to 
see this' he thought to himself: ‘it is just like living in a eglant 
farmyard’, 

« Presently the taxi pulled off the road and Stopped. "Shawn here” and he 
peinped to a small white building with a modern facade. The original 
building had to be at least 200 years Old. A small sign bolted Just to the 
right of the door said "Shawn Kenny, Barrister/Solicitor"”. 

His companion climbed out of the taxi's front seat as Jack came around to 
collect the fare. They exchanged a few words Paul could not understand and 
the man turned to wave goodbye to Paul through the front windshield, 

"Next stop, Harvey office" announced Jack climbing back inta the van. 

"He know you here?". 

"Yes...well, I hope so” admitted Paul. The late arrival of the airplane 
> concern him. In less than two minutes the taxi pulled off the road again 
and into a small parking lot. A two story building with well worn wooden 
siding and broken roll-out window panes surrounded them. "Harvey up there” 
Jack pointed, almost directly above them but through a dingy stairwell. 

"You go down there, up and come back here" indicating an office straight 
overhead, Paul asked how much the fare was. 


"You pay me later, when I take you airport. OK?" 
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"That's fine” and he waved to Jack before setting off up the unimpressive 
Stairway. ‘This is like sections of Toronto I would never go into’ he 
thought to himself. ‘These people really don’t have much money for 
government t' 

One door read MINISTRY OF NAT. RESOURCES and he entered. The office was 
empty; the three desks barren of all but the most simplistic office items. 
One had a decrepid manual typewriter and two to three year old copies of 
second rate U.S. magazines were plled on the tiny wooden stand next to the 
only waiting chair in the room. An oversized color photograph of a black man 
@ul judged to be In his 30s hung on the wall: on the opposite wall a much 
better qual{ty photo and frame of Queen Elizabeth the II. 

Paul stood there for a moment wondering what to do next when the muffled 
sound of a voice, apparently talking on a telephone, crawled under the 
transom of a clased door towards him. He recognized the voice of Harvey but 
only caught the occasional word. Paul stood waiting for the voice to stop, 
and looked around to see if the in-use light was shining on any of the 
telephones. The British phones gave no such indication, Presently the voice 
grew Silent and Paul walked to the doar where he had heard the sound, and 
knocked. 

‘ "Who there?" came the response. 

"Paul Monasto” he replied. There was a long silence, some noise inside of 
the room, and then a terse command. 

“Some Ans 

Paul opened the door to find Harvey sitting behind a4 desk filled with 
seemingly hundreds of manila file folders; each stuffed with sheets of 


paper. The floor around the battered wooden chair Harvey sat in was also 
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covered with file folders. Harvey was 40ish, and overweight; as Paul 
remembered. 

"ft am Paul Monasto and I am sorry-" 

Harvey cut him off, “No matter, sit down.” 

"I am grateful you can see me today: I didn’t realize this week was a 
holiday-". 

"No matter; now, to business.” 

Paul reached into his plastic case and brought out the ten sheets of 
paper he had prepared with Karen's help. There were lists of equipment he 
@uid require and lists of basic materials. He had previously sent all of 
this on ahead from Toronto using a FAX service. He handed these sheets to 
the Minister. 

"I believe you have these~-.” 

“They are here” Harvey interrupted, sweeping his eyes across his desk as 
if looking for the FAX copies he had received, 

Paul took a deep breath. This was not the same man he had met in the 
Erebus bar. That man had listened patiently to his story and proposal, and 
had been much more accomodating. 

"Mc, Harvey, I am here to go to work, I want to go to work, now. I have 
i family and we need to get settled. But first I have to work." Harvey 
looked at Paul and turned to stare through the broken glass windows at the 
street below. Then he turned back to Paul. 

"Your personal affairs are yours to resolve. The equipment you have 
requested is already in my Portobello shop. I have a list of people who have 
cabinet and kitchen work to be done. There is a directory of the Florida 


suppliers I use as well. All you have to do is go to the people on the list 
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and work out the details of the work they need done. Then order the 
materials you will need from the suppliers, and build what they need. There 
is nothing else to discuss." 

"These lists~?" 

"Here" Harvey responded reaching almost magically half way down one of 
the many piles of manila folders and sliding a single folder from the stack. 
Paul took the folder and began reading the contents, Harvey interrupted his 
concentration. 

"There are two things I require. First, you must always obtain no less 
yan 50% of the total job as a downpayment. You will give this money to my 
office manager on Portobello and he will handle our finances, You will be 
paid 20% of each job for your own and you will receive half of that when you 
hand over the 50% deposit. You will receive the balance when the job is 
completed and the work has been paid for. If people do not accept your work 
or refuse to pay the balance in full, you will have nothing more comine) Por 
Cipiosioo. tse that clear?” 

Peek SO, mul 

esecond, you do not work for me. You work for my office manager. You are 
to tell no-one, not even your wife that you work for me or that I awn the 
_dginess, Is that clear?” 

"Clear, but I am afraid Karen-". 

"Karen is your wife?" 

"Yos, f am Aafraid~”. 

"Then you will correct her when you arrive on Portobello. If I ever learn 


you have told somebody you work for me or I own this business, we are 


finished. Is that clear?” 
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"Yes, clear." Paul was quickly learning Harvey didn't want him to add 
very much to their conversation. He did want him to agree to everything he 
said, At the moment there was little else he could do. 

"You must never call me at this office; never. You must never come to sees 
me at this office, again. Is that clear?” 

tueat, 

"Good, now that we understand let. me say I am pleased you are in my 
country and have brought with you so many skills my country needs. There is 
one more thing.” 


"Vas?" 
»y 


"You will be sent one or two men next week after the holiday period Is 
over. These are men I have selected to become your apprentices. See that 
they both learn your trade; promptly.” 

Tei bey 

"They are my cousins.” 

The tone of ‘my cousins’ was so emphatic Paul knew instantly that these 
men were his cousins first, apprentices second. He was about to get two 
helpers he didn't want, probably couldn't train, and who would report 
everything that went on to Harvey. Worst of all, he couldn't fire them 
Focause they were Harvey's ‘cousins’. 

Paul rose to leave, sliding the new manila folder into his plastic case. 

"You can leave that" Harvey said. 

"The lists?" questioned Paul. 

"No, the folder. The lists you will need,” 

Paul laughed out loud; of course manila folders were a priceless 


commodity in this office and Harvey was obviously a very careful man who 
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guarded everything that came into his possession, 

“Thank you for your time: when will I see you-?" 

"I am on Portobello each week. I will see you there. But remember-." 

"Yes, I don’t work for you and you do not own the woodworking shop" 
completed Paul. 

Harvey smiled and extended his hand. “Charge big dollars for your work: 
most of your customers will be rich whites" he said without regard to Paul's 
Skin color, It was obvious he did not consider Paul white and rich. To 
Minister Harvey being rich was more important than being white. 

"I always charge top dollar" and he turned to leave the cramped office. 
Harvey Was already dialing the telephone behind him as the door closed with 
a 2oud ol unine 

Paul Stared at his watch: not yet 12 noon. What he needed most was a 
Staie ar ink. 

For the past five days Karen Monasto had all but ignored the clock. 

The children had risen when they wished and on their own dashed from the 
building to the waiting sandy beach in front. She and Paul had slept, late: 
often to 10 or even 11. She had fed the family when it sald it was hungry, 
put it to bed when it was tired. There was no routine at all, and it had 
been a wonderful feeling of freedom to do as they wished when they wished. 

This morning had been different. She had set the alarm for 7 to be 
-ertain Paul got to the airport in time for the 8:30 flight. She had forced 
the children up and made each clean up their sleeping areas. Then she spent 
the morning organizing their bags and boxes after insuring that everyone got 
a proper breakfast. Karen expected Paul to return with much enthusiasm, She 


actually expected he would begin work the very next day. It was time to get 
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the family off the holiday routine and closer to a normal schedule. 

Her watch said it was now 12 noon, She had sandwiches prepared in the 
refrigerator and was walking to the front sliding doors to call out to her 
children as there was a knock at. the back door. 

"Well, good morning Mr. Burgess" she said, opening the door. "Please come 
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pee 

"Thank you Karen. I wanted to check on how you were getting along and to 
ask if there is anything [ can help you with." 

Karen had developed an instant liking for this man. He was so helpful and 
friendly and nothing seemed impossible to him. They were still using a car 
he had insisted they borrow the day they moved in and he had sent over 
plates of cookies and even ice cream on two occasions, 

"vou have done so mich for us, already" she began. Avery waived her 
aside. 

"Tt gives me great pleasure to do things for others. I still remember how 
difficult it was for Velma and I when we returned home nearly <0 years ago. 
I like to help because in this life one hand washes the other" and he 
emphasized the point by taking Karen's hand and rubbing it with his own. 
Karen glowed warmly inside. 

"Paul is in Grand Turk" she began, and then remembered Paul's 
instructions not to say where he was. ‘Surely there was no harm in telling 
Mr. Burgess', she told herself. 

"Il expect him back before dinner; something to do with his business." 
"May we sit down?" asked Avery. "Tell me about his business." 

Karen quizzed herself. ‘What could she say? He already knew Paul was a 


cabinet maker. And they were starting a new business here.’ She decided the 
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best approach was partial truth. 

"Paul has some arrangement to use a shop facility which {s about to run 
out of work” she began. “I think it has been used by the people building the 
lower cost government housing.” 

‘L Seer said Avery. "But ISs this Pani ’s business, alone?” 

"Not exactly" began Karen, nervously twisting a towel she still carried 
between the fingers of her hands. Avery noticed her hands. 

“Tecon ay mean tc pry” began Avery "but I need cabinets made myself and I 
would like to diacuss this, with Paul. Does he have work already lined up?" 
ica vive dont krow sn: he will Know more when he gets back from Grand 

Turk. He is meeting with-" and she stopped herself. She had almost said 


‘his bus{ness partner’. 


"He 1s meeting with people who need work done" she continued. Plustered, 
afraid she had already said too much she rose from the Cauchy "May =I, ofer 
you some iced tea, or anything?” 

"Thank you, no. This is not a formal social visit and I have promised my 
grand daughter I would watch her dive in the pool so 1 must be going,” With 
that he rose from the couch and took Karen's hand. "Ask Paul to come see me 
when he returns; and if you need anything-". 

"I enjoy our visits; please come again” and Karen watched the large man 
walk out the door and disappear towards his own villa several hundred yards 
away. 

Paul had been in luck, When he left the Stairway to the courtyard below 
the Minister's office he spied Jack's van parked almost where it had let 


him off. Jack waived at Paul beckoning him to come over, Jack was talking 
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with two smartly dressed policemen. Paul stopped a few feet short and 
listened to the conversation, 

"Police take it" Jack was saying. “Everyone know that.” 

"No mon, no policemon take.” 

Jack threw his arm in the air to show he didn’t believe what the man was 
saying, and headed for Paul. "You ready now” he asked? 

"Yes, I guess go. But the plane doesn't leave for nearly two hours,” 

"You want see Grand Turk" Jack suggested, always ready for an extended 
tour fare. 

"How about some lunch; can IT buy you lunch” he asked? 

"OK, what kind food you want?” Jack had a feeling this man had not been 
to Grand Turk before, 

"Something native; fish" Paul suggested. 

hit ina eaia wack and the: tvo climbed. into his van, The: Kitina hotel, 
operated by an American ex~-pat who was married to a local woman, Was not 
particularily known for its fish nor native food, But 1t was the most 
expensive place on the island and if this man was buying; Jack started the 
conversation again. 

“You see Harvey?” he asked. 

"Yes, he was there; alone.” 

"This holiday week; I afraid you come all way and not see him.” 

"Me too" Paul confided, “Say, what were you discussing with those two 
policemen?” 

Jack laughed loudly. “They tell me no policeman steal smoke; I tell them 
everyone know they steal,” 
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"Steal smoke? You mean grass, marijuana 
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"Yeh, grass. Last week police find two batls grass on fishing boat from 
DR, They take and lock up. Last night both bails gone. Police say somebody 
break into police station and steal, I say police steal themselves," 

"But you were telling those policemen that; you were accusing them of 
stealing the grass?" 

"Not. them; they only patrol, not bosses, Some detective or inspector} 
that who steal.” 

The van pulled off the road and stopped. "We here; Kitina." 

The Kitina is on the west side of Grand turk, less than 200 feet from the 
ragecd beach, Unlike the Portobello white sandy beaches, Grand Turk's are 
not protected by reefs, and constant erosion chews away at the sand. 
However, the relatively shallow water ends abruptly near the beach and 
divers find Grand Turk's diving wall one of the most spectacular in the 
western hemisphere, The Kitina survives because of this wall diving and 
because it is the only reasonably comfortable hotel on the island. But the 
tourism business of Grand Turk 1s hardly a fraction of that on Portobello 
and although this was the busiest week of the season, Paul and Jack found 
the hotel's dining room virtual by empty. 

Jack followed Paul’s lead and ordered a draft beer, He had been planning 
how to resume their talk, 

"You know Harvey?" 

"No, not really. He {s just somebody I met on Portobello, once." 

"The politicians here very dangerous" Jack went on. "They all want one 
things money," His next question caught Paul completely by surprise, 

"You give him money?” 


Paul stared at the man for a few seconds and then turned away from Jack's 
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piercing eyes. When Paul did that, Jack instinctively knew he was not going 
to get a truthful answer. 

"No, no money. I have no business eater UM 

Jack smiled and took a long double mouthful of the draft. 

"Then I warn you. Politicians only see white man because they want your 
money. If you not pay him yet, you pay next time. Only one group worst than 
politicians? that our police.” 

Paul was very upset by what he heard. He admitted to himself he, like 
most whites coming to these islands, pictured the natives in his mind as 
simplistic, almost childlike. Now this nearly complete stranger was telling 
him to be careful and it shocked Paul to hear Jack saying very incriminating 
things about the country’s leaders. 

“Jack, you barely know me. We haven't said but a few hundred words to one 
another. Aren't you afraid I will run back to Harvey and tell him what you 
are saying: shouldn't you be more careful what you say and whom you say it 
Lo?? 

Jack set his beer down and stared intently Into Paul's eyes. This time 
Paul did not look away. "You worry about me?" 

oo. 

Jack laughed and it broke the tension, "Then I tel] you not worry. I am 
not Turks Islander. I come here from Haiti, long ago. Nobody mess with Jack; 
he know too much!” 

"Tg that what works heres knowing so much you are feared, and left alone? 
T really need to know because I have moved my family here and I want to 
survive,” 


Jack became very serjous again. “You move here; you mean here, Grand 
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Turk, or Portobello?” 

"Portobello," 

"that where you meet Harvey?" 

"Yes" and Paul knew he was letting his own guard down, 

“Harvey has much business Porto; he taking people here mad. 'Those who BO 
into business with him could be in big trouble. You understand?" 


af 


I understand; and I thank you for the warning. I guess I have to tell 


you what type of business 1 am in because you will find out anyhow." 


Jack smiled and sat back in his chair raising the draft again to his 


"OK, 1 am a cabinet maker and I will build kitchens and cabinets on 
Portobello,” 

"Harvey build houses there, Now I understand," And he surprised Paul 
again, 

"Harvey get you work permit, yes?" 

"Well, he did help but I filled out the forms and filed them myself,” 

"Let me tell you attorney you use: Charles Scott,” 

“How did you know that?” 

macott only attorney in lglands now who get white man work permit, 

ny Government give no more unless politicians approve, Only Scatt handle those 

to get through, I understand this," 

Paul's head was swimming. If this cab driver he barely knew on Grand Turk 
had it all figured out, how long could he keep his word to Lawrence Harvey 
that. no-one ever know about their relationship? He drained his beer and 


motioned for the waitress, "Scotch on the rocks” he ordered, 


Avery Burgess was sipping a diet cola and munching on a fresh lobster 
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salad under an awning adjacent to his 60 foot backyard pool, His grand 
daughter Rose and Susie McClaskey were doing muscle building exercises at 
the far end of the pool. Avery had requested a demonstration of the 
practices Susie would be doing with Roge since they would be leaving for 
Michigan in two days, Susie considered this a command performance and she 
glanced frequently at Avery to be sure he was watching, She heard the 
telephone chime sound off and saw Avery fumbling on a small shelf under the 
lounge table for a telephone. It was the ‘yellow phone’ and she knew this 
meant Avery's private line. Susie was not surprised to see Avery turn his 
back to them and hunch over with both elbows resting on. his knees, Avery 
held some of the most intense telephone conversations she had ever 
witnessed; especially on the yellow telephone, She slowed down the exercise 
pace to save herself and Rose for the return of Avery's attention, 

"He Is in Grand Turk,’ now" Avery was saying, "I suspect he is meeting 
with Larry Harvey. I have double confirmation he is somehow fn business with 
Harvey,” 

Two days prjor Avery had received a copy of the letter Harvey wrote to 
immigration urging they approve Paul Monasto's application for a work permit 
and for work related residency. He had also found ‘charge filings’ for 
nearly $70,000 in shop wood working equipment, recorded by a Miami firm 
against Lawrence Harvey to Insure Harvey couldn't sell off equipment he 
hadn't yet paid -for fully. 

The voice on the phone answered Avery. 

"ft have some interesting information as well" said Polly. "It seems 
Timothy Klungess fs rebuilding his kitchen and he is expect{ng to start next 


week using a brand new cabinet maker here. We can both guess who that is!” 
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"Has Tim met this cabinet maker, yet?” 

"No, that's the really interesting part. It seems Timothy has arranged 
for this work through someone he describes as being ‘politically connected’. 
I asked him how politics would get. him quality cabinets and he just 
laughed.” 

"Hunmm, I stopped and spoke with Karen Monasto just a while ago. She 
promised Paul would come to see me when he returns from Grand Turk.” 


"Do you have a plan?" 


"Not yet, but I will tonignt. Do you have one?” 
3 Polly took a deep breath and pushed a cat off her lap onto the floor, 
SS 
"Perhaps. But when you talk with Paul, please remember Karen is reluctant to 
go to work as long as Paul is the breadwinner. And I want a shot. at Karen, 
If either of us has a plan, it has to include making Karen fend for herself 
so she comes to me for work." 

*"t understand fully. But this is going to be difficult. You need Karen 
but Paul has to fatl first. I need Paul because he is good at what he does; 
or at least I assume he is good. This could be some challenge, my dear." 

"Will you call me after you talk wlth him?" Polly asked. 

"Or course.” 

a) "God bless" and the phone went dead. 


end/ 
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Chapter Nine 

"Polly, are you in there?” called out Rodney Paul entering the rear door 
on the Conner main house. Rodney thought he could hear her voice coming from 
the office. He started in that direction. The vacation had been almost 
everything he had expected. He knew Polly Conner was an unusual woman with 
resources but until he and Maryanne arrived on Portobello he could not 
imagine how extensive her businesses. He didn't know about the radio and 
television, for example. Nor her apparently multi-million dollar real estate 
ventures. He still didn't know much; just the little bits and pieces he had 
picked up while nosing around her buildings and overhearing her on the 
telephone from time to time. Only one thing had been missing, so far. 

"Polly, are you in there? May I come in?" he announced approaching her 
partially shut office door. He heard her say 'God Bless’ and then in an 
instant she replied to him. 

"Ts that you Rodney; by al] means do come in.” 

He pushed open the door and she whistled softly. He smiled. Rodney had 
packed a very brief swimsuit which he had not worn up to now. It revealed 
everything he had to reveal and he felt something growing and pressing 
against the Spandex material. Polly noticed it all. 

"Something on your mind?” she teased, pushing the white cat on her lap to 
the floor. She did not get up but she did swivel the chair to face him. 

"Well, actually, yes. There is. The girls have walked down the beach with 
Bill and Stanton to inspect Club Med. I told them we might have some vehicle 
business to discuss. Do you have the time?” 

Polly grasped her wrist with her right hand and rubbed her wrist. Her 
palm was already sweating profusely. 
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"Did they just leave?". 

Rodney took a half step towards her and stopped. He felt his blood 
pressure building and he too rubbed his palms, on the spandex. Both hands 
were very wet. 

"About ten minutes ago; I stood on the balcony of the Annex to make sure 
they wouldn’t turn around and start back.” 

"T don’t think we should have our ‘vehicle discussion’ here; there can be 
too many interruptions. Let me change my clothes and we'll check out that 
van I bought from you; OK?" 

"Do you want me to get it out of the garage?" he offered. 

"l want you...I want you to get out of the doorway so I don't have to 
walk past you to go to my bedroom. Why don’t you get the van, then? Stay in 
Mendes WEL oineyow thereri al drive. 

Rodney was pleased she shared his craving. He had been almost afraid 
Polly had invited him here only for buSiness. He smiled and turned to leave. 
“Yona ber long ey, 

"Rodney?" 

"Yes, what?” 

"Has anyone ever told you not to wear that brief a bathing suit when you 
expect to have a hard-on?" 

He laughed and looked down at himself. There, protruding above the draw 
string was the circumsized head of his penis. 

"Don't lose it; I will be just a few minutes.” 

He retraced his steps to the back door and could hear, and feel, her 
walking behind him towards her bedroom. The Ford van he had sold to her some 


two years ago had a special meaning for both of them. When Polly had come 
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into his business to order the twin tourist coaches they had spent most of 
one day designing the near~-custom vehicles. At the end of that day there 
would be a dinner party which he and Maryanne planned to attend. It had been 
a good business day; this lady was spending more than $100,000 with him and 
he had been fascinated with her business savvy. 

As they had walked from his office towards her rented car she spied a new 
Ford van parked in his lot. 'May I look at that?" she had asked. He had 
Started to tell her the sad plight of the vehicle as they approached it from 
the rear. It was a custom ordered by a man who was arrested for drug dealing 
the day he was to take delivery. Rodney had a deposit that covered the 
customization but the vehicle was far too elaborate for the typical weekend 
traveler. He could still remember her words when he opened the 
rear door to reveal the unexpected interior. 

‘Oh my God, it is perfect!’ she had said with great excitement. Then she 
had thrown her arms around him and hugged tightly. This had surprised him 
because up to this point Polly had been very businesslike, 

‘Can we take it for a ride?' she had next asked, climbing through the 
rear door and dropping herself into the oversized velvet covered swivel 
chair just inside. He could still picture how she squirmed in the 
chair and drew her long legs up to her chest revealing muscular, well 
proportioned thighs. 

Their test drive had lasted three hours although the speedometer 
indicated they had gone less than 15 miles. Rodney had driven towards the 
beach and parked far from any tourists because Polly had asked him how it 
might drive in sand. When he finally arrived home two hours late for the 


dimer party he had an entirely new perspective on sex. 
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The van looked almost aS good as the day he sold it to her. He smiled to 
himself because of the price she had paid for it. He lost no money, but she 
essentially got the customization free. Opening the van door he realized his 
penis was still protruding out of the top of his swimsuit. ‘It gets no 
longer than this’ he thought to himself, pushing and tugging until it 
somehow was totally covered. 

He Started the motor and glanced at the speedometer. Less than 10,000 


miles and now two years old. ‘This may be a small island, but she doesn't 
drive it alot’ he decided. He backed it from the garage and pulled up in 
front of the rear door. Placing it in park, he moved to the passenger bucket 
seat just as the house door opened. He expected Polly and was surprised to 
see Lannie. 

"Miss Polly go?" she asked. 

"Yes, with me. We have, uh, some business to do" he added. 

Lannie smiled and said softly to her self “business” as Polly slide past 
her and down the two steps to the concrete driveway. 

"Is this suitable for a business meeting?" smiled Polly opening the 
driver's side door and pausing for effect. 

He didn’t know how she had done it. In just a few minutes Polly had 
changed from a cotton top and loose fitting shorts to a below knee length 
black-black cocktail dress. She even had 3 inch spike black heels on, and: 
stockings! 

"won't we look strange, I mean me dressed in this?" and he looked down at 
his brief swimsuit just in time to witness the reappearence of the 
circumsized head. 


"Nobody will see us; nobody!" and she slid into her bucket seat. Rodney 
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Stared at the long slit in the dress that revealed every inch of her right 
leg and thigh. 

"My God! Matching garter belt." Both of his hands came together across 
his groin. “But no matching panties!”, 

Polly kicked off her 3 inch heels and drove barefoot. "I never could 
drive with those damned heels" and they headed out of the complex and 
towards the south. 

"Anyplace special?" he asked, still with his eyes locked on her bare leg 
and thigh. "This looks like a good place; why not stop here?" 

They were barely 200 feet through the massive Pave Of Folly Ss property. 
She laughed and smiled. "Over there" she pointed "on the south Side, I own 
9 acres at the very top of the tallest hill on that part of Portbello. It ig 
a very special place to mé because it is at the end of a deadend road, and 
from the driveway I have cut you feel as if you are on top of the entire 
world. 

They drove in silence, each thinking their own private thoughts. Rodney 
waited until Polly had turned off the main highway and was obviously heading 
for her hill before he reached across the space between the bucket seats to 
take her hand. 

she didn't resist and for several minutes they held each other's hand 
so hard that both hands were drenched in perspiration. Shortly, there bodies 
would join their hands. 

"POuULY, ft think about vou orten” Radney began. 

"That's sweet of you" Polly responded. She didn't really want to talk; 
between her thighs a pool of her ag Fluid was already drenching the bottom 


of her dress 
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"You are the most unusual woman I have ever met and —". 

"Rodney, don’t say anymore. In sixty seconds we will be there. I want you 
to clear your mind of everything except what we are about to do." 

The van turned to the right and began a steep climb along a coral covered 
sand based road. There were no power lines, no houses. The area was not 
impressive; until the van climbed the last 50 feet and swung abruptly up a 
newly created driveway, Rodney could not control his reaction. 

"Oh my...look at this! And you own this?" The view was 360 degrees; 
shallow turquoise water to the south, rolling hills all lower than this one 
to the west and north with the ocean beyond. To the east, a small marina 
across flat lands and then the ocean again. 

Rodney’s eyes were glued to the majesty of the scene. "I own all of this” 
she said in a matter of fact tone. "Now, for the next little While, you own 
all of this" and she flipped her dress away from her left leg and gently 
stroked her own thighs with the tips of her long fingers. 

Rodney snapped abruptly to the reality of Polly. With her left hand she 
was pulling on her spike heels. The tips of her fingers on her right hand 
moved Slowly away from her thighs to her lips. She moistened each finger 
individually and thrust her hand past the top opening in her dress finding 
her left breast. Tenderly she rubbed the full breast and then the nipple. 
Her shoes now on she leaned towards Rodney and reached out for him with her 
free hand. 

As he slid out of his bucket seat towards her he was vaguely aware that 
his swimsuit had caught over the top of the seatbelt latching mechanism. 

The last sound he would remember for the next hour was the spandex material 


ripping as he fell into the narrow area between the two seats. 
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The rear of Polly's van was littered with pieces of her clothing. The 
heels had caught just on top of her bucket seat as she had fallen on top and 
then crawled beyond him to the overstuffed chair at the rear. Now she wore 
only her black, lacy garterbelt and tattered remains of her light black 
stockings. The dress was wrapped around a second chair and there on the 
floor halfway to the rear the torn remains of Rodney's bathing suit. It had 
yet to occur to him he had nothing to wear back to the Complex. 

Inspite of the open front windows, the van reeked of strong body odors. 
Rodney was beneath her in the chair with their limbs so interwoven an 
observer would have been hard pressed to identify what belonged to whom, 

Polly began to unravel and Rodney suddenly wondered what time it might 
be. His head turned and eyes squinted to focus on the digital clock 
the drug dealer had ordered, against the wall. He Started to move, himself, 
as Polly effortlessly dropped to the carpeted floor beside the chair. 

"No, not yet" and she softly pushed on his stomach. With both hands she 
massaged the lower abdomen and skillfully wrapped her fingers around his 
penis. Then she pushed his legs slowly apart and lowered her lips to 
the tip. Her lips sank the full length and stopped against his groin only 
when they ran out of penis to envelope. Her hands gingerly massaged his 
balls. 

Rodney threw his head back involuntarily and his body grew rigid. 

The sounds from his lips were not words. He struggled to form words but the 
lips would not cooperate. To himself, as blood rushed through his body he 
thought in self defense. ‘I am empty; there is nothing left. She will be 
disappointed.’ Polly seemed to sense his thoughts. Her lips stroked the full 


length and she pulled away from the tip, kissing it gently. 
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"Just one more time Rodney; I won't be disappointed. I promise!" and 
she kissed the head again and pushed her lips all the way to his heavily 
haired groin. 

Polly’s hands moved with such skill and composure Rodney barely realized 
her tongue was rotating around and around his entire penis with a rhythem. 
His mind was aglow with blurred bright lights as the blood from his pounding 
heart pulsed beat after beat through his head. Then he felt a rush in his 
intestines as his penis snapped to a rigid position. He was totally 
unprepared for the rush of sperm that shot rapidly through the full length 
of his upright tube and exploded out of its’ head into Polly's waiting 
mouth, 

Polly too felt the penis grow rigid and she knew what might follow. But 
Rodney had already cum twice and she never expected the sizeable mouthful of 
sperm that now wrapped around her tongue. A full body shiver shot through 
her as she slowly withdrew her lips being careful to not leave sperm behind. 
Free of the tip she rolled her tongue inside of her mouth collecting as much 
sperm aS possible on the tip of her tongue. Rodney was still shaking; his 
entire body quivered. She held his penis lovingly in her hands and drew her 
body up on Knees to lean forward. Her lips came to a rest against Rodney's 
moist mouth and with the tip of her tongue she painted his sperm first 
across his lips and then surrounded his mouth with a coating. 

Rodney’s eyes remained closed as Polly drew her body on top of his and 
nestled in atop him in the large chair. For ten minutes neither spoke. 

"Polly, we have been gone two hours." 

She opened her eyes and looked at his face. He was staring at the digital 


clock. She smiled to herself; many a time she had stared at that same clock 
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and harbored the same thoughts. 

"T don't want to go" she began. 

"T never want to go” he added. "Can we stay here forever?” 

Again she smiled to herself. She, too, had thought those very words in 
this very chair dozens of times. Polly pressed her fingers to his lips and 
closed her eyes. For another ten minutes neither one said a word. 

Rodney opened his eyes abruptly and searched the van for his bathing 
suit. Laying on the floor it didn’t look damaged but he was now remembering 
how it snagged on the seatbelt latch and ripped as he fell to the floor. He 
seemed to remember that he had not taken it off; it had simply fallen off. 
Panic gripped him. 

SPOMiIvs Ty SUG. Aleck oe pe ttormepadl y iy 

"Your suit?" she asked puzzled. He hadn't worn a suit; “Oh, the 
swimsuit?” 

"Yes, when I fell out of the bucket seat it caught on the seat belt 
gadget. I think I ripped it really badly. What will I wear-". 

Polly was laughing. The more she thought about Rodney getting out of the 
van at the Complex holding his swimsuit together the more she laughed. 

"Tl don't think it is funny" he began. "Suppose somebody, suppose 
Maryanne~". 

Polly's laughter was now virtually out of control. The image she had of 
Rodney, his back and sides scraped by her fingernails, his body wrung of all 
emotion, limping down the sidewalk, was exhilirating. She seldom admitted 
this to herself but she really did enjoy reducing a man to a whimpering 
state. It gave her a feeling of supreme power; she could do anything she 


wanted to this man after she squeezed the last drop of sperm from his 


tov 
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quivering body. 

"Polly, please..." 

"IT can’t help it” she sobbed through tear filled eyes. Her delight had 
been so intense as she watched Rodney panicing her eyes had moistened. 

"But what if - here, let me get it!” and Rodney tried to move her from 
his lap. Playfully, Polly pushed him back into the seat and repositioned 
herself squarely on top.of his genitals. 

“I will get it. You stay put" and she slowly moved from his lap and bent 
over to kiss the tip of his now shriveled penis. "Good boy" she said into 
the tip staring squarely at the end. “You were good to Miss Polly”. 
she glanced back at Rodney's face and he was panic striken. She turned away 
and moved her hips slowly, in a grinding motion to walk half stooped over in 
the low van to his discarded swimsuit. 

Holding it in her hands she smiled again and then turned to face Rodney. 
"Looky here” she said running her fingers around the intact leg hole. 
"Nothing to fear". Rodney's face relaxed. 

"Oh-oh, look at this!". Her hand grasped the torn suit and she held it 
draped across her chest So Rodney could clearly see the other leg hole was 
totally torn out. Rodney's face was flushed and ashen white at the same 
time. His right hand went to his mouth in total fear. 

"Oh my, oh my what will we do?" she teased. "Maybe we can find some tape 
in here someplace and tape it back up!". 

Rodney was shaking all over and for the first time Polly felt just a 
twinge of remorse for him, 'This big brave man had dived without hesitation 
between her legs. He had emptied his sperm sack into her over and over again 


and now he was feeling guilt. Or was he merely afraid of getting caught?’ 
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she Was not prepared when Rodney began to sob. She couldn't remember the 
last time a man had made love to her and then sobbed. She also couldn't 
remember the last time she brought a house guest back to the complex; naked. 

"Rodney ul have lanvanswer, It’is alright -Look, Ll apoloeize for this. 1 
do have an answer!” 

He cleared his eyes to see Polly scampering about the van clad only in 
her torn stockings and garter belt. She was stooping to pick up their 
clothing. With it piled in front of her, she sat down in the other chair and 
peeled off the remains of her stockings. Then she stood and bumped her hips 
in his direction, sliding the expensive black garter belt to her toes. Now 
she was as naked as he. 

she tossed the garter belt in the pile with the other clothing and walked 
to the big chair. "This 1s no time to start again” he protested. 

"Perhaps. Let me show you the solution to our problem.” 

Polly reached beneath his chair after pushing his legs apart. A drawer 
was there and she pulled it open. Looking down at her, bent over in front of 
him, with breasts tickling his knees, he saw her taking articles of clothing 
from the drawer. 

"Here is something for me to wear” and she tossed a bra, a cotton top and 
ANA IwOr eshorus tometnes: loors “Now, for tyoul" 

Her hands rummaged again in the drawer and then her right hand arose with 
a pair of men's white swimming trunks, They looked brand new. 

“There, I think that will do it. Never used. They may be a little tight 
but they will at least look presentable when we return. Put them on!" 

Rodney's face said it all. As he watched Polly slip into her bra, top and 


shorts, he gazed in wonderment at this lady who always seemed to have all of 
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the answers. He finally stood and pulled the swimsuit on. His mind suddenly 
clear of fear, he began to prattle. 

"Fortunately Maryanne didn't see me wearing that suit” pointing at the 
plie. "So she won't be suspicious when I come back in this. Oh Polly, I was 
so worried! and .-" 

"Hush now. Everything is fine. You just had a bad scare and it worked out 
OK. Fortunately, I keep extra clothes here for just such an emergency." 

Until now Rodney had never thought that he might not be the only man she 
made love to in this vehicle. It had been ‘their place’ that first night and 
he always thought of it as ‘their place'. Now it was abundantly clear that 
this was Polly's screwing machine and she kept it stocked for just that 
purpose. Hadn't she said this was a ‘new swimsuit?’, fingering the factory 
fresh draw string. 

Polly had also pulled a plastic garbage bag from the same drawer and she 
was stuffing everything she wore, plus his bathing suit, into the bag. She 
reached again in the drawer for a tie and secured the bag. And tossed it 
towards the front of the van, behind her seat. 

She moved the single step towards Rodney and took his hands in her’ own. 
"OK sport, Shall we rejoin the civilized world?" Her lips pressed against 
his and as if to punctuate the event's final closing seconds she snapped her 
tongue against his lips and then drove it deeply into his mouth. Rodney had 
never encountered anyone with such a tongue. He was actually beginning to 
heat up all over again. Polly ran her hand down his side while steering her 
tongue throughout his open mouth and rubbed lightly on his crotch. 

"Is that a banana in there saflor, or are you just glad to see me?" 


The tension now totally gone Rodney laughed for the first time in several 
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hours, They climbed back into the seats and Polly checked her hair in the 
sunvisor mirror. From a compartment she took a brush and untangled her dark 
brown shoulder length locks. Then she returned the brush and took out a 
small compact case. Stopping to start the engine and run the windows up with 
the power buttons, she applied new eyeliner and a Jight coat of slightly 
Dis DStLCRA 

"Alright Mr. Paul, what do you think? Does this van need to go back to 
your shop in the states or can we let it stay here for another year of 
service?” 

He smiled at her and reached for her hand. She ignored his outstretched 
arm and used both of her hands to back the van down the winding driveway to 
the roadway below. They didn't speak another word nor touch until she pulled 
up in front of the garage. Rodney started to speak as she switched off the 
motor and opened the door. 

PROV 

"arnold" she called, ignoring his voice, “come here. I have something for 
VOU.” 

The Haitian gardner was only feet away and he dropped his rake and ran 
towards the van. Rodney sat still hoping to finish his sentence as Polly 
reached behind the seat and dragged the plastic bag filled with clothing 
across her lap. She thrust it at Arnold. 

"Burn these; don't open the bag, don't take anything out. Burn this; do 
you understand". 

"Yes Miss Polly: Ie burn, now.” 

"Good." She turned to face Rodney. "We have a dinner appointment at 7. 


Maybe you have time for a swim?” and she stepped down from the van and 
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slammed the door behind her. Rodney was left alone in the van he had 
customized for a drug dealer. Opening the door, he stood looking back 
inside, his eyes aweeping the full interior. Softly, to himself he reflected 
on the afternoon, 

"There are drugs, and then there are drugs, Who's to say which type Is 
the most debasing?” 


end/ 
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Chapter Ten/ 
Paul's return flight from Grand Turk had been uneventful. He missed 
the 2 o'clock plane and Jack assured him there would be another at 4. So he 


spent two hours talking with Jack learning a great deal about his new island 


a 3, 2 ie) a “ Se: 
m\a iam ok or delay Cran mM ara) has ~7 v inc 


home. Jack was a fund of knowledge, most of which he freely shsred, In one 
os Spy ae ME 
sequence of exchanges Paul had ae nce of people on Portobello atthe 
Laidtiver getting responses with thumb nail sketches to each. Jack 
re) 
rae : yx Hk 
included a list of people to avoid, where possible. These hé would share 
with Karen as best he might remember. Not a heavy drinker, the multiple 
Scotch on the rocks he consumed had unfortunately worked against high memory 
reatention. 
Now he was driving from the airport back to Golden Shores in the car 
Avery Burgess et insisted he borrow. The downtown area was filled with 
4 © -e . ‘ 

; is Ap (pout Vet yea 
people, mostly black and primarily gathered around beth-banks and the 
supermarket owned by Burgess. He thought about Jack's verbal sketch of 
Burgess as he moved slowly through the rutted downtown main Street. 

"He most powerful man in country” Jack had begun, "Most people ‘fraid of 
ot 
him; # not. My wife cousin to his wife and he help me many times. I trust 
him but he have many native enemies. They say he take land from them. I 
lost GA Gur Thee, 
think he give them money when they need it. apd-buy~tand-from-them. They say 
he rob them. I think he good businessman and they stupid. When they get 
smarter, they call him robber. That not right." 
Jack had explained how Portobello was a totally forgotten part of the 
h yn r 
Turks and Caicos chain until the development started. Until then, people 


from government virtually never went to Portobello. Government provided no 


services there until Velma Burgess had returned with her husband Avery and 
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campaigned for the opening of a medical clinic. More recently the rapid 
growth of Portobello's tourism facilities had demanded government pay more 
attention to the island. Jack told him, "Government people, civil 

servants, very close here. They work same jobs for long time; man who 
Surveyor had father who surveyor before him. Before: that, his father's 
father. Their life easy, Portobello change that. Now new people be hired, 
some with college. That anger civil servants who see their traditions goin’ 
away. They not like Portobello much. " 

Paul now better understood the government, reluctance to allow Portobello 
to develop as a totally open market. They were opposed to the influx of 
foreteners, especially whites, because of fear. Jack had suggested it to 
him, 

"Suppose Portobello be independent? Maybe Avery Burgess be President. 
That scare them here. The tail wag the donkey!’ 

Vink , | 

He and Karen had been struck by the large number of working, middle-class 
white Americans and Canadians on the island. They had noticed many of the 
tourist related shops and businesses, such as scooter rentals, were operated 
by people much like them. The concept of a free-state, Portobello as an 
independent nation, had never occured to him. He suspected it Was not 
something people talked about in public. He had to ask himself "Tf I lived 
here and I had a chance to become a citizen of this island while it was 
becoming a brand new country, how would I vote?” 

The traffic slowed as he approached Susie Turn, the road leading away 
from Leeward Highway towards the Turtle Cove tourist and white enclave 
region. Ahead he could see several cars stopped at the intersection. A 


policeman was directing traffic and then he saw why; a Scooter was lying on. 
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{ts side in the middle of the roadway and just feet away a white lady was on 
the roadway with two white men bending over her. One carried a doctor's 
satchel. A battered car filled with black people was stopped just left of 
center line further blocking traffic. 

Paul surmised what probably happened. The scooter, driven by a tourist, 
had turned out of Susie Turn onto the highway. The scooter driver probably 
had forgotten momentarily where she was and turned directly Into the path of 
the car. He glanced down at the sign posted on his dashboard. 

"REMEMBER~ WE DRIVE ON THE LEFT!" 

From all appearences, the lady had forgotten this. As Paul was motioned 
past the accident scene by the policeman he could see the injured lady was 

Mail kee 
talking with the two men and they were trying to stratehten et her right 
leg. This would certainly ruin her holiday, but at least she could return 
home alive. 

Traffic thinned out past Susie Turn and Paul was passing the complex 
known as Tower Plaza. The nearly one dozen sizeable satellite dishes and the 
radio broadcasting tower owned by Polly Conner were to his right. He tried 
to remember what Jack had sald about Mrs. Conner. 

YStrange lady; she close to Avery Burgess. Many people ‘frald of her. 

She very different, not like Bill.’ He had asked him about her late husband. 

\'He best white man in country. Politicians fear him; that tell me he OK. 
we good friends. When he die, many people sad. I not sure he dead.” 

That struck Paul as a strange thing to say. He had asked Jack why he felt 
Bill Conner was still alive. 

WYorvo ve explain; just I think so. He never sick, then he go to Florida and 


they say he die. He come back some dave 2 know.” 
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Paul was slowly developing a feel for an islander's inability to 
distinguish fact from fantasy. It was common for natives here to want to 
believe something so badly they simply ignored the obvious. Bill Conner 
apparently had been so well thought of that many natives simply ‘knew’ he 
would one day return. He smiled and congratulated himself on his new ability 
to figure out an island mystery. 

The road from Leeward Highway to The Bight, and Golden Shores, was just 
ahead. For the first time he noticed that although the much traveled Susie 
Turn leading down to the white area was still unpaved, this unmarked road 
was paved and well maintained. He pondered “why* would a much less important 
road be paved? 

nf 

Then it hit himy Ge course! “mis road leads to a native settlement and 
the natives are the ones who vote. No whites vote, even if they are 
supplying the capital that is fueling Portobello’s economic boom. % Again he 
smiled to himself. "Iwo mysteries in a row solved” he Said -aloudy “i'm 
getting the hang of this place now!”. 

Karen was waiting nervously at the rear door. She had spent the better 
part of the last hour there, yearning for Paul’s quick and safe rettrn. Avery 
Burgess had driven by once and she had waived and shouted "'He Ssunoecoack, 
yet! '\ Now she saw the borrowed Mazda churning up a cloud of dust on the” 
long roadway leading into Golden Shores. Paul was back! 

“Children; Camille, Tony, Bart ... yourfather is home!” she shouted 
running to a bathroom mirror to check her hair and dab on new lipstick. The 
children had been glued to the Disney Channel on cable for at least two 


hours. All three beat her to the door just as Paul pulled to a stop and 


climbed out. 
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"Daddy, daddy, come see my starfish,’ cried Camille. "And see my big 
shell” piped up Bart. Both of the younger children flung themselves at Paul 
and he grabbed Camille and then Bart one at a time and tossed them into the 
air. Tony waited until the youngest was back on the ground before he 
approached his dad. 

"We had a good day, how was yours?” 

Paul reached out to place his hand on his oldest’s shoulder as Karen, 


Aedtowt aap aed goed” Tile S Airs de io apD 
filled with smiles and enthusiasm, ran through the-sereened_doorvay COIN Ln. 


Throwing both arms around Karen and raising her off the sandy ground he 
twirled his wife but said nothing. 

"Welcome home honey; we are so glad your dee back. I want to hear 
everything that happend! How about a drink; maybe Scotch?” 

"A Diet Coke perhaps,’ and setting her down, her eyes told him she knew. 
He seldom if ever turned down Scotch. "I think I had enough Scotch this 
afternoon to last awhile; hey!" and he leaned forward to kiss her on the 

RE W Co-ed 
cheek "No problems; everything is fine.” 

Paul inspected the starfish and conch shells collected by the two 
smallest Monastos. Karen busied herself in the kitchen with the final 
preparations of dinner. Tony watched silently and then went to his Mom. 

PMomed ladon’ tethink Dad wad aVEoou day," he started. 

Karen had been increasingly aware of 11 year old Tony's maturity. She 
also knew he had tried to talk with his father about his more mature 
concerns and found Paul not ready to accept his son as an almost equal. She 
tried to make up for Paul's failing; nee ae meant to talk with him about 
{t. But there never seemed to be an appropriate time to do so. 


. 
"T hope youvé#e wrong; but I think so too, If it didn't go well, we may 
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have to make some real adjustments around here, I hope I can count on you, ' 
and she thought quickly to herself, "My Ody li have just said “this to-an? ti 
year oldi7,” 

"You can, Mom” and he hugged his mother warmly. It felt good; Tony was 
less and less apt to hug or touch either of them now. 

Paul interrupted them, pleased to see mother and eldest hugging. He 
worried about the world he was building for Tony and the younger Monastos, 

"Karen, do we have time to take a walk down the beach before dinner?" 

| INTENDED 

She had peammed to serve dinner early and then isolate she and Paul from 
the children for the balance of the evening. She now thought better of this 
plan, 

"Of course; let me put this on hold. Do you want to swim or just walk?” 

“Walk; I can swim tomorrow.” ; 

ng Lack! Seuprmeuce 

She looked up quickly at his eyes, ‘'I_can swim tomorrew' told her Paul 
Was not planning to Start work on Saturday. 

"Why don't you wait for me in the hammock on the beach; I'll be just a 
couple of minutes." 

Paul took her hand, squeezed it tightly, and blew a kiss. 

As he slid the door shut behind him, Karen began placing a salad and 
scalloped potatogsinto the refrigerator. She had created one of Paul’s 
favorite meals; featuring lasagna from a recipe she had obtained from his 
mother. The food stored, her apron hung on a hook, she clicked off the 
kitchen light and went briefly to their bedroom. There she pulled on well- 
worn tennis shoes; the better for walking on the sandy beach, A quick check 


{in the mirror, a pass of her hair-brush through her forelocks, and a deep 


breath. 
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"OK kids, please stay out of the refrigerator. I'm going for a beachwalk 
with your father. Diet drinks are ok, but no food; I don’t want you to ruin 
your appetite for dinner.” 

Camille and Bart answered in unison. "OK mom!”". Tony had a different 
messagee, “Good luck. 

The door closed behind Karen and she started across the sand to the 
hammock. Avery Burgess had trans~planted coconut Palm trees to his 
beachfront facility and by luck or planning, the trees were properly spaced 
to loop a hammock. There Paul was suspended in mid-air facing the rapldly 
blossoming Sunset. 

"The days are getting longer, Hon. Before we know it, spring will be 


e% 


here. A. 
Coaul knew spring to be Karen's favorite time of year. karen-was-aware-he 
kpew—this. 

She stood by the hammock and took his hand loosely in her own, "I think I 
like spring best because it means a new beginning, another opportunity to 
correct for the mistakes of the past,” 

"T have made so many...” 

Karen looked away from the sunset down at her husband. She thought there 
were tears in his eyes. "We all make mistakes; that's being human. And as we 
get older, well, we hope and pray we don’t make the same ones again." 

He swung his legs out of the hammock and it tipped wildly throwing him on 
the ground. Karen could see he was not injured; only his pride was wounded. 

"You say you had enough Scotch?” she mocked? “ell me about it!” 

Extending her hand to her fallen husband, she gently pulled him to his 


feet. Paul slid his arm around her waist and they started westward {nto the - 
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sunset plodding slowly in the soft, deep sand. Neither said a word for 
several minutes. Paul moved to take her hand and spoke first. 

“T think I would like to see inside of the Burgess complex*, pointing to 
their left. They were directly in front of the huge Qpanish-colonial home 
which adjoined Golden Shores. 

"He came to see me today," began Karen. "He would very much like to talk 
with you, I told him you were in Grand Tork) atdnit Sav wno you Went. TO 
see, He says he has cabinet work to be done-" 

"God, that’s the best news I’ve heard all day.” 

Karen knew he wanted to tell her what had happened but she also knew it 
yould come better if he volunteered at least the first part. She bit her lip 
and said nothing. They walked silently for five full minutes. Then he spoke 
again. 

“Tt met with Harvey. It was a frightening experience. I AO te think tna 
man likes whites at all. I met a man named Jack on Grand Turk and he told me 
many things about how government runs.amd the had nothing nice to say about 
the politicians.” 

MACK 2 

"Veh, Jack. I don't know his last name, He drives a cab and he’s not a 
Turks Islander; he's from Haiti. His wife 1s an islander tho. { wish you -had 

(ALse 
been there with your journalist's mind for photocopying. [ wish IT hadn't 
drunk so much Scotche ties T’'m afraid I've lost many of the things he told 
me." 

"What Jack said upset you, then?” 

"veh, it did. But that was only a part of it. I saw Harvey first and that 


upset me more. I can't really describe how he made me feel.” 
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MEN aller} 

"Well, he is a big black man and this office he has is so run down and 
badly equipped I can't imagine how government works at all here. I guess if 
the other ministers are like him, they do everything out of their back 
pockets. It was not impressive at all. His office was filled with hundreds 
of file folders all scattered about.” 

"EO One” 

"When I met him at The Erebus last fall, he was friendly and very intent 
on helping us. Today he told me my problems were my problems and I couldn't 
expect any help from him. He gave me a set of papers with instructions: I 
Still haven't read them all. And then his cousins..." 

"Cousins? What cousins?" 

"Oh, I forgot. He told me that I am not working for him, It also seems 
his original offer to be a 50-50 partner in the business is gone. I am 
working for his office manager, only, it is not supposed ta be his office 
manager...” 

Karen pulled on his hand to stop their walking. She was hopelessly 
confused and she needed his full attention. 

“Paul, I know-this is tough but so far I have a picture of a physically 
large black man in.a dirty office intimidating you. That's it. Let's start 
over, OK?" 

Paul looked at Karen and then at the sunset. The words had been flowing 
from his mouth and they hadn't been very coherent. He took a deep breath, 

"Now I wish I had that Scotch!" They both laughed. Karen was so patient 
and he appreciated it. She was also a top-notch investigative reporter and 


he knew before their conversation was over she would have all of the facts 


Pod 


Te eC ae 
> i »h 7 te 
\ 7 al 7 
i) ae 
i 2 < £4 
a 1 
‘ 
4b” nhs bet na Roald ald 6 eb at. Lise” 
; i: | $ mai key gf pegs bite. pitred,” 
» of Vie a 18.4 ere tole ~onIo Bia 
- eH 103 @fe 1h). S298509 
= j eye rs ; f 4 He a she? at art i‘ ~ 
ce 4 15 ak | 
ear é Ake 1 es | 
m ¢ Weyl ..e@y Bigs ec) 
es a 5 br 
' - if xe . *- 
: : a i. oe? aia Sits Seas 
ey a . eay 
i 5 d ' Mage 2 r vo i : {its 
y on eS wih 
7 sl eae, Seniever, 
eo ’ 46x cs yry I one” es 
ety ty La aco . 4 » 3a ?o, Lentiane gia 
i ¥ ze 4 + = 
vs "AGE: at peat ¢y % > i Pie os yr ai AoW 
7 "al “aera 
; Se 188 air .9ofe -Gg? bate Bu isl beat mi nace: 
cobrstie Tit wert tene ag. 2 “ale bie peeu/2o09 
- : 7 . Pee ere re « 
A si re | 5 ssa IER Ci hd ited ot ata wp 4 ines i 
_ ry fe ; , 
Pa | Pt 
te tet 23 tal cuov-asbrehialtad eevee nite % ink: om 408% aaxel. 
; es fet : ne ii 
tite Pig oa J =) 
ere ae | o) , Awe 1 
; at ; ; 
t poss, het charged ogee saute eit Ms ei as: t's oe use 


oe Ea ve abs 


yaab, 2 Neos oh sonatas a \qeoeat ied 0 
wv ore! faye see n wltcaain nwa 


Pas ee ao 2 


tnoling ce 38 


axab> aera! He vol bivew — 


hal ae 


af 5 - 
- a7 
me ; 7 
’ - =, [ 
(ie  * > “it ti N, 
. aes ’ oe . a ‘es ) ; 


neatly catalogued. He was depending on her to re-arrange his day's report 
into a coherent fashion and ultimately repeat it back to him. Then he too 
would Know what had really happened to him that dayh . 


Myo o7e4| 
"OK, here goes. I went to Harvey's effree and it was empty. He was on the 


phone and when I went into his private office ,it Was like I described; 
barely functional, dirty, and overrun with file folders. 

"He was curt and, I felt, abusive. I would start a sentence and he would 
stop me and tell me what I was about to say; even when that was not what I 
was thinking. 

" He said I worked for him; he made no reference to our handshake 
partnership. He said that I must tell nobody, not even you, I worked for 
him. I am to report to his office manager, a man named Gonzalez according to 
the papers he gave me. He gave me a list of three people who need cabinet 
work done and told me to see each and work out the details. I am to collect 
50% Of each job up front. He said I will be pald 20% of each Job, half of 


om - 
a+» 4 
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which we get when I turn in the 50% down ,and the rest at the end, He also 
said that if the customer didn't like the work and didn't pay for it I would 
not get anymore on that job." 

"Hold on; interjected Karen. "Suppose somebody says they are going to 
deduct $100 from a job because they don't like the handles. Does that mean 
you don't get anymore at all?” 

Paul paused, thinking. "Well, I guess it could mean that..." 

"That's frightening. Can you remember even one job where there was not 
some price adjustment at the end? It's human nature to complain; people do 
it all of the time because nothing ever goes just perfectly.” 


"If this 18 correct, our take could be just 10% of a complete job then?" 
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"I don't want to sound like a soothsayer but that is how I would 
interpret what you are telling me. Especially when you consider the rest of 
what you are saying. Please go on." 

"It gets worse. He told me he was sending one or two men, people he said 
were his cousins, to work for me next week. He was very insistent they will 

Me Kirtg 
be taught the cabinet meer trade. I got the overwhelming feeling I cannot 
fire these guys and they are there to keep an eye on me." 

"Why do you feel that?” 

"He said he wanted them to become cabinet makers, and he used the word 


x oF ’ 
‘fast’. Right after that he told me how grateful he was % a white man, 


oO 


would come to his country to teach his people my trade. It was very clear t 
me he looked upon me as an interim visitor, here just long enough to make 

, aoe ‘ 
him money and teach his cousins this trade,” 

"You said you don't think he likes whites?" 

"Oh yeh, when he gave me the list of cabinet clients he said most of my 
work would be for rich white guys. He said it as if he didn’t even consider 
neeWoiteme CO Weacean insult to hear lo itewas as if | didn’t count for being 
white, or even a human being." 

"what else?" 

"Well, Jack filled me in on how the politicians, including Harvey, were 
so busy making money on this island that they had all but abandoned Grand 
Turk. I liked Grand Turk, it is very quaint and it could be a real tourist 
Spot. But the people there seem to be in another world; very laid back, and 
all very bitter towards Portobello. I felt sorry for them; they were once 


the center of the country and now they have lost that. There isn't much left 


On Grand: Turku" 
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Th eunack Men Why, WOULd you wun much stock, tn what. he said? I don’t mean 
to sound discourteous to the man, but a taxi driver on an island where 
everyone dislikes Portobello; why would anything he had to Say be more than 
just amusing to you?” 

This was a tough question. Karen knew how to get to the core of something 
with a sharp paring knife. How could he explain the strength of his feeling 
after talking with Jack? Then it came to him. 

"Tt was uncanny. This guy I barely knew told me not to work for Harvey 
and not to trust a politician, after just a few minutes of casual 
conversation. Here's the frightening part. He knew Harvey had helped me with 
the work and residency permits and more than thaty, he also told me who the 
attorney was that we used for those applications.” 

"He knew? You mean you told him, or he got clues from what you sald and 
he figured it out?" 

"No, no. God I wish you had been there yourself. He just flat out told me 
Harvey was the guy who got me the permits and Scott did the paperwork. He 
just knew!” 

"Somebody obviously told him this.” 

“Tt wish you had been there hon; nobody told him. He just knew. He also 
told me that almost no white person gets a work permit anymore. He said that 
only those who have benefactors, in government, like Harvey) got permits now. 
I can’t explain how errie this was. I remember I was drinking a beer with 
Jack and all of a sudden I got this feeling I had been sold into servitude. 
This black master, Harvey, now owned my life; our lives, and I had to do 
just what he said or we were out of here.” 


Karen dropped his hand and took a step back. She knew Paul as well as she 
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knew herself. This man had been truly frightened and he was still 

frightened. He had every reason to be paranoid; nothing he had touched in 
wre Tall 

business fer=more=ehan ten years had provided more then temporary success. 

They had lived from emotional high to emotional high, always predicated on 

some new contract or job he had gotten. Each new job had provided new energy 

and new hope; and as each had turned to disaster Paul had left more and more 

of his confidence behind in the depressive depths of each successive 

Pad lure , 

They had literally run away to Portobello hoping to break the endless 
cycle of emotidnal highs and depressive failures. Standing before her, Paul 
was heading for depression even before the new work started, She had a 
choice; try to mend his wounds of the day and send him charging off to build 
cabinets for Harvey, or find an alternate plan that would bind the family 
together. She needed more time to think it out p more options. 

"Paul, everything you have told me is alarming. But let's remember first 
of all we are no longer in Canada. This country is populated by black people 
and I am sure there are many reasons they have not to like whites. We have 
to accept that for the first time we are a minority. This is thelr country, 
and they will run it as they see fit. We can accept their ways, maybe even 
adjust our own. Or, we can leave. Right now I don't think we have any good 
options for leaving. So let's explore our what we do have." 

"you said Avery came by and he wants cabinets made?” 

"Yes, I think he is anxious to see you; I know he 1s)" remembering his 
drive-by visit later in the day. 

Pee 
"OK, tomorrow morning Berttl go to see him. OK?" 


"I think you should telephone him tonight, when we get back, and make an 
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appointment to see him. You may even get your chance to see inside of his 
estate!” 

He smiled again; Karen could barely make out the details of his face in 
the rapidly fading twilight. 

"Now, how about that Scotch and some dinner?” 

Paul moved closer and wrapped his arms around his petite wife, Both hands 
rubbed the depth@ of her back and she shivered the length of her body. This 
was the man she loved; strong, confident, tender. She wriggled her own hands 
free and cupped his face. Gently she drew his lips to hers and they lingered 
together for what seemed like an eternity. The day's sun was now completely 
gone and a waning half moon stood sentry above Grace Bay. 

Paul's mind collapsed of thought as he realized '‘1¢ there 1s a paradise 
on earth, this is it. Right here, right now.” 


end/ 
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Chapter 11 

On a normal Saturday morning Avery Burgess would arise early, no later 
than 6AM, and go directly to the family owned shopping center. When he and 
Velma returned to Portobello in 1972, a small grocery store operated by two 
brothers from Florida was open. The store owners arrived on the heels of the 
developers; the handful of new residents, white, needed a place to buy 
supplies. More over, the Portobello natives employed by the developers to 
build roads and learn the skills of carpentry and masonry now had money to 
Spend. It was a familiar cycle; men quit fishing and farming to be paid in 
dollars for their skills. Now they could no longer feed their families from 
the harvest of sea and soil. So they took their dollars to the store to 
purchase flour, meat and fish, even vegtables which Just a few years before 
had been locally grown. 

They had been back just a month and Avery was battling to get his fish 
processing plant functional. He came home to their tiny quarters one day to 
find Velma pouring over catalogs and humming a tune, 

"What's that?" he had asked. 

"Food catalogs" she had answered. 

"No, the tune you are humming: it sounds familiar", 

"You know how I love music. Petula Whiteborn gave me a stack of old 


American records today and I found it there. It's a song by Tennessee Ernie 


m e EA 
Ford. Do you remember him?" ova ake ace, 
- ae ¢ vP Loe 
Avery did not. x n\ > PT Jor HER AaY el pis, 


"The words go something like this. aay Wa and deeper in debt. I 


owe my Soul to the company sStore’." 


Avery did not see what the relevance of any of this was. She had 
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proceeded to tell him. 

“Our people are now working for Portobello, Limited, They all think they 
are suddenly in the 20th century, They work hard six days building roads and 
houses. Then they are too exhausted to maintain their farms, or even fish. 
So they take the dollars to the company store and they buy food. It is a 
vicious cycle. Just yesterday you said to me how Outrageous the prices are 
at. the Portobello Industries store. We are going to do something about re 
and with a flourish she spread her hands across the catalogs covering the 
table. 

They had planned the first small grocery store for years; waiting until 
the fishery was operating comfortably and in the black. Then she and Avery 
had journted to Florida to investigate the purchase of wholesale foodstuffs. 
Ultimately they would go into the fuel business Lor the very same reason; to 

SuRracunaivs 
break the rigid circle of the developers og the island's natives. 
1 UID En. 

The 1990 version of Island Groceries was the third racility from the 
first small store. Each had been larger than the predecessor. On a busy 
eaturday, the present store would gross as much as $100,000; more than they 
FA) 
took in ie first Six months av the oriezinal store, Already, the next 
generation store was on the drawing boards and the nessenutwae less than 3 
years Old. Avery Burgess now had three nominal competitors, but his Beare) 
accounted for more than 80% of all foodstuffs sold on the island. He 
intended not to lose that dominate position. 

This Saturday morning he had two meetings which he elected to conduct in 
his private office at home. One was with Gus Harvey, the elder statesman of 


Portobello, The second was with Paul Monasto, 


Avery's home had been intended to be a self contained world. He had 
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liked how Bill Conner designed a 'complex' of buildings, each with a 
function but all contained inside of a massive fence. He didn’t intend to 
copy Bill; it just turned out that way. Aside from the rambling home, there 
Was a garage for four vehicles plus an extensive workshop. Avery had never 
forgotten how to use hand tools and he prided himself on this. Adjacent to 
the pool was a guest house with two separate apartments, plus a day~-change 
room where guests could change, shower, or just escape. Finally, there was 
‘hae building”; a4 matching Spanish style one floor building that appeared to 
have but three rooms. There were actually five, two hidden from the outside 
and even Velma did not have keys to these rooms. The inner most of the rooms 
had been built with 36-inch thick steel Pee TONGS poured concrete walls. 
iyn's 


Entry, if you could locate the door rail 3 the back of a closet ) euere OEC 


“ecqageend). EP « Ay® 
SEHWEES @tpcseed lock, waS through a 24-inch thick custom steel door and 


ran te 


airlock. A sub-roof over the two inner rooms was also 36 inch thick steel 
beam re-enforced poured concrete. Avery had engaged a firm in Florida that 
claimed to have built underground Strategic Air Command control rooms to 
design the two inner rooms. The rooms had their own air filtration, power, 
communications and water plus food stores. Avery was ready; just in case the 
world decided to go upside down. Ten people could live there for two months 
in modest comfort. 

The three visible rooms in his building included an accounting room where 
two very loyal Burgess-trained Portobello native women kept his multi- 
corporate books, an office for himself and an office which he allowed his 
eldest son Alton to use. Gus was to meet him in this home office at 8 AM. 

Gus Harvey was feeling the traditional pangs of age plus a fear of the 


unknown as he drove from his Blue Hills home to Avery's home this Saturday 
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morning. Twenty years ago he would awaken all filled with enthusiasm and 
energy to get on with the day. Ten years ago his eyesight had begun to fail 
and if Portobello's driver's license exam included an eyesight test, Gus 
would have failed years ago. He wore 1/2 inch thick bifocals to see the hand 
in front of his face; when he drove, he found he could slip another pair 
over the top of the bi-focals to improve his ability to see the road and 
traffic, Gus was often asked by tourists why he wore two pairs of glasses at 
the same time. He had created a funny line to put them at ease. 

"T put these on, you black.” he would say. "Now everyone the same!” 

Gus’s mind was on black today. His black cousin Samuel from the Bahamas, 
to be specific. When Samuel appeared in his living room early on Christmas, 
Gus had been tempted to tell Samuel he was nearly 30 years too late. But 
something told him not to do this. He thought about this for several days 
and then fad arranged an appointment with Avery Burgess. 

If Samuel's decription of the property he claimed his father farmed was 
accurate, it would be located between The Bight and the beach. That would 
have been poor farming land in the 40's and 50's except for one thing; the 
water. Government had dug a solitary well for The Bight around 1948 as bes 
Gus could trace. Natives in The Bight had to walk through nearly a half mile 
of bush to gather a pall or skin of water to carry back to their homes. It 
was woman and child work; men never hauled water except in an emergency. If 
someone had a farm near to the well, as Samuel suggested, the farm might 
have been productive simply because of the water, and inspite of the 
alkaline, sandy soll. 

None of this changed the legal requirements of Samuel's father coming 


forth in the early 60's to register his claim on the land. What made all of. 
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this intertesting was that on that site, now, Sheraton Hotels was completing 
a large hotel and casino. And most important of all, this very land had been 
bought for the hotel not from government but from Avery Burgess. Gus didn’t 
know why or how, but he thought someplace in this situation Avery would like 
to get involved. This was his mission for the morning. 

"Ts that you Gus? Come in" Avery called from inside his office. Gus 
seldom came to the Burgess ‘farm', as the natives called it facetiously. 
Only once before had he been in this building. It reminded him of a doctor's 

Seemingly 
office in Miami; everything was so immaculate, modern and almest on display. 
One of his daughter’s-in-law worked here; Jenny was Avery's head bookkeeper. 
She never, ever, talked about work in the family. She would always leave the 
room at home if the talk turned to Avery Burgess. Jenny was perhaps the 
highest paid woman native on this island; Gus had no idea how much she 
earned, even his son Tom claimed not to Know. 

Jenny had not turned to greet or face Gus when he entered. She only 
looked up now after he had passed her desk to enter Avery's office. 

"Come in, shut the door, Gus," {ostructed Avery. "This is a morning when I 
would like to be fishing.” 

Gus beamed. "Oh yes, I like to fish too. But these tired eyes: and he 
LOOK off his esiasses to Tilustrate, They can't see to bait the hook 
anymore.” 

"You were a good fisherman, once. Remember?” 

"T remember; I catch more fish than anyone. I feed my family and have 
twice again left over to trade. That why my family do so well because I 
trade good." 


Avery smiled as Gus placed his glasses, with some difficulty, back over 
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his nose. Avery noticed Gus was having trouble even finding his nose to set 
the glasses down, 

“YOU Say you have an old Vand problem, Gus what vs'ic?" 

Gus related the Christmas morning visit of cousin samuel. Avery was 
noticeably uninterested until Gus mentioned where the plece of land might 
be, Avery set upright in his tall swivel backed chair and leaned forward 
with #86 elbows on his glass-topped mahogony desk. 

"You say, where the first Bight well was located?" 

"Yes, that is what Samuel say. But you know Sheraton-" 

"Yes, yes." Avery paused, thinking. “Of course, Gus, nobody knows better 
than you Samuel's father should have come forth back in ~ was it 1962 and 
63? ~ yes, nearly 30 years ago, to repiecer ie claimyeyou cold him thier” 

"I mention but Samuel, he not hear. Not understand.” 

"I see.” Avery leaned back in his desk and Clasped his hands together on 
his lap. 

Avery thought about how he came to own the land. No native had registered 
for the property in question go ownership reverted to the Crown, The land 
Was registered as a parcel that included more land immediately next door. He Bw 

i 
sat on a part oa original section right now; land where he built Golden 
Shores, then Golden Shores Condominiums, and most recently his own home. 
He had acquired legal title to the full section by complying with a 
government offer in 1974 to develop a hotel facility. In those days 
government had been so anxious to get some sort of tourism facilities 
Started they offered north shore beach front land, outside of the 


4,000 acres deeded to the white developers, in return for someone building 
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lodging quarters. He had built 6 bulldings over three years, each with a 


deere 


pair of two bedroom apartments. His had been the first non-white owned and 
non-developer controlled lodging on the island. 

The government offer had been that If you needed six acres to build on, 
and you met your building pledge, they would then deed you the property. 
Avery had been ‘fortunate'; he built on six acres but received more than 30 


acres in all. And of those 30, he had later sold 15 to Sheraton for a very 


i 


handsome price in. the mid sos, jr" ¢e CONTE BAe,” 

"Gus, who else has Samuel talked with about this?” 

VanOtmows- Only merl thinks 

Avery doubted that. So too did Gus. Avery feared what might already be 
happening. In the native quarter, he saw Samuel telling people how his 
daddy's land had been ‘stolen’. Somebody would tell him the Sheraton was 
building there; somebody else would remember the Sheraton bought the land 
from Avery Burgess. Avery waS prepared to defend his right to it. But, each 
time this sort of thing happened he became more and more ostracized by his 
native community. And, there was the small matter of his having built on 6 
acres and being deeded 30. The Governor himself had arranged this, but even 
sel dyed ees didn't need a query into the matter. 

"Gus, I think it fs a dead issue. Samuel must be made to understand his 
daddy had an opportunity like everyone else in the Bahamas to come forth. 
When he did not do so, his rights went back to the Crown. Now, tell you what 
I will do. Samuel probably needs a job. Ask him to reach me Monday morning 
at the grocery store¢ OK? Tell him I will try to find him a job." 

Gus was actually relieved. Had his eyesight been better, he would have 


read Avery's face and seen the concern. Going only on what he heard, he was 
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happy to be able to go back to Samuel and promise, well almost promise, him 
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work. Samuel should be happy; Gus hoped, 

"OK, I tell him. He have hard time understanding how much this country 
change since his daddy live here, I try to make him happy." With that Gus 
rose’ and headed for the closed door. 

"Gus, one more thing. I don’t think any good will be served by bringing 
back the land problems of the 60s. There may be talk on the street about 
this if Samuel has been talking. Try to calm it down, OK?” 

GUS Stopped with his hand on the doorknob. "I try." He opened the door 
and was gone. 

Avery had promised to call Paul Monasto as soon as he was finished with 
ms. It was now almost 8:30. He wanted to think about this visit Just a few 
minutes before he saw Monasto. He called out to his front office. "Jenny, 
Will you call Paul Monasto in unit 7 and tell him to come in 15 minutes?" 

"Yes Mr. B,' came the response. Burgess allowed just a few, close trusted 
employees to address him in that way. Avery told people when they could do 
this; it was like receiving a promotion in the organization to have this 
honor. 

He rose to shut his own door. Outside he could see Rose with David and 
Susie McClaskey poolside, He would miss Rose; he hoped to have the Olympic 
training facility well underway when they returned over Easter. A roll of 
drawings for the McClaskey'’s four bedroom, 3 bath home were on a4 couch 
nearby. The final cost estimate of the project was tacked on top of the 
plans. All told, nearly $900,000. In 2002 he would be 68; still young enough 
to lead the Turks and Caicos delegation to the Olympics; wherever that might 


be. 
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Avery's knees were only marginally better than Gus's eves. He had been to 
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Miami, and the Mayo Clinic in Rochester six times to have them repaired. 
Tendons and both knee caps were virtually destroyed by rapid degeneration 
caused by youthful injuries. It hurt to walk but he still paced back and 
forth when wrestling with a problem, The thick pile carpet on his office 
floor helped but his knees clicked with each step. He imagined those around 
him could hear each gnap, crackle and pop; but he knew they could not. With 
the door shut, in his own office, he talked to himself, out loud. He could 
afford to do that; he had designed it to be totally soundproof, 

"Alright Lord, 1s this a problem or not? Let's suppose the worst. Who 
would like to make an issue of this? Not the British, certainly. Not 
Sheraton, A handful of native malcontents surely will. There are people in 
the GDP who would like me to have a mess. Suppose this got to them?" 

He stopped talking out loud. 

“Harvey,” he thought to himself. "Samuel Harvey. Gus is his cousin. So too 
is Lawrence Harvey.” 

"What would Larry Harvey do if he heard this? Would he go back to check 

the land deeds of the 708 to see how many acres I received for building 
Golden Shores? Possibly. We have to assume the worst here to be prepared. 
And if he discovered I received 30 acres rather than 6 or 7, then what? 
He could try to find out who approved this and he would run directly into a 
1977 Governor Williams signature. Would he then accuse the British of giving 
away Crown land to me? Probably. The GDP never misses a chance to make the 
British look bad. What's the best defense?" 

He stopped pacing and smiled. "Of course, the best defense is a Strong 


offense,’ he said aloud. "Governor Burnside said to me only last week he is 
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looking for an opportunity to deflate the GDP sails a bit. The British are 
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very good about hanging a local elected official out to dry as a warning to 
the other politicians. Maybe it's time to hang out one Lawrence Harvey!” 

Avery was Sitting quietly lost in thought when there was a knock on his 
doorse'whot is ir?” he called, 

"Paul Monasto, sir" came the reply. 

"Come in.” 

Paul entered and was immediately impressed, The furnishings were 
immaculate; he had never been in such a well appointed office before. It was 
the kind of functional office he imagined real world multi-millionaires had. 
As he walked towards the chair where Avery was gesturing his eyes took in 
the room itself. Something just didn't quite fit. Was it the size and shape 
of the room? Perhaps. No, it was something else. 

"First ymay I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all of the 

ne < 
kindnesses you are showing to my family and & he began, 

"Please sit down” offered Avery. "As I told your wife yesterday, my wife 
and I still remember how difficult it was to come back home and start over. 
I can appreciate how little things, like getting around this island without 
acar, can affect your early days here. Frankly, we need people with skills 
such aS yours. I appreciate this fact even if some others may not. I believe 
you should be welcomed here, made comfortable, and given every opportunity 
to succeed. Unfortunately not everyone here agrees with this view.” 

Paul could scarcely believe these words. They were so different than his 
abusive treatment in Harvey's office just yesterday morning. He was so 


relieved he blurted out, "I met somebody yesterday who doesn't think that 


way.” 
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Avery sat back in his chair. "Lawrence Harvey.” 
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For some reason Paul was not Surprised to hear this name, 


“Ves, the Minister of Natural Resources,” 


STRA 4 hy TeRwaAko 
"Let me be a anc ial with you. May I call you Paul?" 


"Yes, of course.” 

"Paul, we have a government here which is in deeply over their collective 
heads. I myself only attended school through high school, so I have no 
quarrels with self made men who have no formal higher education. However, 
our Chief Minister never went beyond the 8th grade, and the average school 
level of our six ministers is the 9th grade. Their average age is 38. 

Only one of these people, Larry Harvey, has been in business for himself. 
These are not bright or even street smart people. All politicians make 
mistakes; dumb mistakes. These are unfortunately dumb people making the same 
mistakes over and over again. I tell you all of this because I want your 
full attention to what I have to say to you. I'm certain you are bright 
enough not to repeat any of this conversation outside of this room; agreed?” 

Paul did not hesitate. “Agreed.” 

"Let me tell you what I know. They say you are a skillful cabinet maker. 
I understand your work in Toronto was way above average. I also understand 
you do not have a head for business; you are at your best when you deal with 
the product. and not the finances. 

"I believe you came here and met Lawrence Harvey and he somehow talked 
you into going into the cabinet and finishing business with him, He offered 
you some sort of deal, say a 50-50 deal, to run the shop he has next to the 
airport. You went back to Canada, sold everything you owned, packed up your 


family and came here ready to start a new business. Harvey arranged for your 
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work and residency permit. Harvey has also purchased around $70,000 in new 


Wend 


wood working equipment. You probably do not know he paid $15,000 down on 
this equipment and the rest is on a relatively short time payment plan. He 
has to clear $6,000 a month from your business just to make his equipment 
payments. 

"How am I doing so far?" 

Paul was even more stunned than he had been with Jack, ‘Are there no 
secrets on this damn island?‘ he asked himself, ‘And Harvey made ME promise 
never to reveal he was my boss???' 

“Tl cannot correct a thing, but I am overwhelmed-" 

"May I continue?” 

Paul nodded, agreement? 

"Your assignment from Harvey is to make him lots of money. He needs it, 
fast. Not just for this business, but te fund the many others he has 
undertaken on this island. You have probably figured out by now that Harvey 
holds your work permit and residency in his hands. If he says ‘go’ to you, 
your only question is ‘on which plane, sir'?"” 

Avery paused and Paul nodded bewildered agreement. 

"So you are here with your lovely wife Karen and three promising 
children. You are a white person in a black country. You have no vote, you 
have few legal rights, and your presence here is subject to the whim of a 
local politician or two. I apologize for making you nervous; but you must 
face these issues squarely if you are to succeed here.” 

"I was nervous when IJ came in here; I have been very nervous ever since 
[ met Harvey yesterday. You are not shocking me; this simply reaffirms what 


Karen and I feared." 


ob i 


et BE 7s buoys eR S Ofte 


x 
. 
C 
aT 
i 
: i 
af j 
7 
i 
‘ 
s a 
Ly 
oy 1 
: a 
T < ’ 4% 
’ ' a 4 q ¢ ’ , 7 
; is Tr ‘fay? tg i 
, . —s * ‘ t —- 
= 
%4 é 
= es . - 
2 ea bret LJ¥ Hil? oT ‘ 
) ~ ? = 5 — 
3 _ is 
: ¢ 
L 2 3 
‘ = J iT} | ‘ — 
hr LZ Se 4 i 5 i ' ‘ i 273 
~ * ' | 
, ; we 4 + J j +1 = 
’ 
- a? ~*« 
= 
es ‘_—) Loe £2 “ie 
, v ‘ 
we ier 
' - 
La rt 9 ix “es 
i ; i Se lt VOeV Use 
2 
‘ y « ; 7) acs i’ 
- oP ‘ rm ‘ D 
é ; eyiz id ae vt tr ‘2h ; . jo i 4 
‘ 7 7 fF 


peed Sed wey at ri yifedesg awa gov Soe lad audit er He eter fabais: 


ge ed! ta Shbost’ old Gaihteds tes Shien mae wboy' abiod 
Lo ¢ eter scaeins ig todd to ek stypeop ilno any 
) (Oa “Svar gA Aevetyé awed beta (ie: ae pee a WIeeA 
: - 7 iT 7 at - 
sotoheony souls Bas peel Stiv viewos “Won ny ae ‘cael aig" oy on? i 
164 on e¥ed Kot vitouea aosld 6 AL iia, sgt tg 
j Ne oats ue ; 
ee a ite pal: dee ‘ 


one “reve ‘euovzen recy 004 


vie Hard cer viante ii 4e 


"Then I will now try to reduce your nervousness. I can help you. I can 
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solve: this problem,” 

"Why should you want to do this for me? TI mean, every plane that lands 
here must have a family just like the Monastos on board. You can't help 
everyone of these; why us?" 

"I will be frank. My people in Toronto say your work is excellent. They 
Say the finishing work you did on the front counters at the Bank of 
Toronto's new branch in Rexdale te superb. 

"Tneed your skills: this country needs your skills. Not just for one job 
Or one year; we need them as a base to train our own future cabinet people. I 
realize this will take time: I understand this. 

“Everything I have built here I have tried to build With local labor. But 
as each new project has grown successively more complicated, I have found 
our own shortcomings more and more difficult to resolve. You know the Bank 
OhmMovar scotia?” 

"Yes, downtown in the same building as Island Groceries." 

"I was ten weeks late in turning over those quarters to the bank. For one 
reason only. My contracting company was finished, on time. I tried to turn 

The Wadd Mey 
the facility over to ¢kem as they required and the-baak refused to accept 
it. Can you guess why?” 

Paul thought he could but he preferred to let Burgess téll him. 

"Tell me." 

"Because the counters and aucterss and doorways and baseboard finish wes WE 
not up foes Standards, They refused to occupy the building until they 
felt it carried the finished, prestige look they demand. That ten week delay 


cost me lease payments; but more important, it taught me a lesson. My people 
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can build a good strong building, quite fast by island standards. But 
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neither my people nor anyone else on this island can complete the finis 
work to North American standards. Do you want proof of that? Look around 
VOUT in chigeroon sk” 

Avery pushed himself back from the desk and rose. 

"Come here; look at the way this door jam fits. Now, over here, see how 
Chewy incover cranes cecrooked salehavesmeasured 10 aneiitelssisinch.outvat the 
top. And this is my office; my office! Nobody on this island wants it 
perfect more than I. But I was forced to- finally accept it like this because 
had I held out for perfect, I would still not be using this office. Now, do 
you understand?” 

Now Paul knew what it was about the room that Bae bothered him when he 


entered, The room's appointments were first class: the room itself had been 


yA 
skillfully designed and pReberb ty bonataucteadia rns finish work was third 


becetes 


rate, although Burgess had done an excellent job covering up the flaws with 
The bc54 Mees Sirs) Agr w 
eerste 


"T understand. And yes, I do much better workgt#an teet. Tell me, how did 


furniture placements, drapes and plants. 


you finally get the bank so they would accept it?” 

"Against intense local pressure, I brought in two skilled craftsmen from 
the states. They had to work at night behind draped windows so the locals 
would pat see them. For six weeks they worked at night and slept in the 
daytime. I never want that experience again.” 

"Are you then offering me longterm employment to work for you?” 

"Not exactly.” Avery looked at Paul's face for sign of emotion. There was 
none, 


"I am offering you the opportunity you probably thought you had with 
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Harvey when you arrived here. Was it 50-5027" 
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Yer. Lttwas. 

"I don’t do things 50-50 with anybody. I am in control. It will be 
60-40 but you will carry your own work permit and residency permit as a way 
of making you more comfortable. I don't want you worried I will call you one 
day and tell you to leave. But if we have a falling out, there will be an 
agreement stating how much money you receive if I elect to buy you out. Or 
in reverse, how much you pay me for my interest, Fair?” 

"More than fair, But the work permit and residency - I understood no more 
are belng issued and only a government minister can get one through now?" 

Avery smiled. "Did Harvey tell you that?” 

NG BC exect lysate, 1ekbrue, sen ted t? 

"That is true. Don't you think I can persaude someone to do that for us?” 

Paul felt very embarassed. Hadn’t Jack said ‘Avery Burgess most powerful 
man in country’? Of course he could handle that! 

el tesorry, 1 didn'te think = this: lssald. so overwhelming," 

Avery smiled. "I believe in the United States they have a saying. ‘There 
is the Army way and there is the right way'. Here there is the normal way, 
and there is the Burgess way!" 

"This all seems to’ simple. But what will I tell Harvey? He does hold my 
work and residency permits,” 

"Up to now you could believe or not believe the things I told you. From 
this point on you must either accept as gospel what I say, or turn and leave 
the room. You must do exactly as I tell you; there can be no variation. No- 
one, including Karen, is to know what I say to you next. Is that 


understood?" 
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Paul felt a twinge of remembrance from the day prior. ‘No’ he thought to 


ye. 


himself, ‘there is no comparison. I am totally comfortable with Burgess; I 
was totally uncomfortable with Harvey when the conversation took on the same 
tone. - 

himunder stance 1fiuwhave trouble with 1t,-¢ will tell vou so.” 

"Good. On Monday morning I want you to go to Harvey's business just as if 
you were reporting for duty. Do your very best to do everything as you would 
if you were there to be a part of the business. Don't go light on anything 
VOU si CemUKe SOmneat 2 Y 

"Yes, but I don't understand-” 

"You will, shortly. Sometime in the next ten days there is going to be an 
official British government inquiry started into Harvey's affairs. I cannot 
predict what he may do when this starts. I suspect he ‘wit do everything he 
can to hide certain dealings he has and he may even come to you and say ‘OK 
Paul, leave the country’. Now, if he does not come to tell you to leave, you |] 
will then get a call or message from me telling you the same thing. In other 
words keep a bag packed when this starts. And If you have trouble getting a 
seat on Pan Am when this happens, call me; I’ll get you one.” 

"You mean I will one day be told to leave and I should leave? What about 
Karen and the kids?" 

"Hear me out. They will not be affected by what happens. Nobody will 
pressure or bother them. Either Harvey will want you gone, so you cannot be 
questioned by the British, or, I will want you gone for the same reason.” 

"T can't leave my family here-" 

"Tt will be just for a few days, a week at the most, You will stay in 


touch with me and I suggest you simply go to a Miami hotel and relax. Now, 


* 


*(4 : On 7 Se A" 7Oc%¢ “6b 9 rep) yf) PYF: 


=) 


' ' 
‘ee: 
‘’ 
j ; 
- i Ef j j 
x i Tt OP wely pee Pe Srey. UO 
‘ ; 
Eo 
i 7 TE 4 ‘ 7 r area 4 y ata ro td 
’ P so mf Gt 2) gis “7 Y 
‘ - ot Laud roy ty 
‘ ri ts i ony? tread Sta ae 
-. | ery 
COV As ‘b aomrNvom, MS Psa «lB IStTIC 
t 7 #4 f ; 2) Sige ite ob. vem atl sate Jotte ng 
5 a Ff ~ = a Pa 
; 2 (6 é (t of ont Divehi ara ehitt ag mé@p 
7 A an - tk 230 AL? 2 wdri4 ¥ cer a4 ayaa Suey 
iis qed ee we aatt tet ety moor “pg eehew Be Lee Bia aa a 
eat crys WE, Joy LT OuA, nian ats ney bas a el & Gee. Sh 100 
ae - y | F aed , ' oi 
’ - ames i) 
, ; i vw Tea acs shBa: spl coy a¥ds toavti ane oes ne ese 
Saw id ivede 7 Bes votes! nd bist ad ee ois es bw, i ea UGy” oH yy 
-f F 
a : ¢ , 


n 
i 


| ’ ¢ 


ij2¥ gbodoM. .eneqqer sheave boson od tot dk i 
nied LON OR QO® unt ets ae Oe Ae asa — none 


7 : " : . & ¢ i i. 
" ok 62 anes ers: 25% iis pak) dnswal IWMed WO 082 
} - i tn aA OM ‘ a 

ta . , 


a . @ aie 


“ah vase ray tt cecil thy 
voi 18 bas 


' is 


vi i i” a 
i \ es > es 
~ oS 1. 


when the way 18 clear for you to return, you will find a new work permit in 


ira a 


your own name and a new residency permit in Karen’s hands when she greets 


VOU” 

"Tt all sounds so, well, James Bondish. And so simple, Do you want to 
tell me why we are doing this?” 

Avery smiled and Paul could not help but smile back. It was obvious Avery 


was totally in control of everything and Paul suddenly felt a great pressure 


released from his shoulders, 1G 
BEG PSE 
een We 


"Someday I may tell you. For the Dene oH are a pawn in a political 
struggle, There are two more things.” 

Paul blinked. ‘Had he saved the worst for last?' Avery went on without 
acknowledgement. 

iipetwetoday, Liwanteyourto 20 backero-yoursunit and sit dovnowith 4 
legal pad and pen and write out exactly what your original arrangement with 
Harvey was, and as closely as you can remember, a report on your meeting 
with him yesterday. Bring this back to me aS soon as you are finished. Sign 
it a@ncmdateiie, “Doincoteacdressmit tolmeseaddress It to His kxcellency 
Governor Martin Burnside.” He tossed Paul a fresh legal pad. 

"You mean I am turning state's evidence?” 

Avery broke into deep peels of laughter. "Yes, yes...state’s evidence. 
That is very good. Burnside will enjoy that!” 

Paul waited for the laughter to subside. "And the second thing?” 

"Tt concerns Karen. I am told she wa8S once a most promising radio and 
television journalist in Canada; is that true?" 

"Well, she was very good. And she did give that up when Tony, our oldest, 


was born. But what~?" 
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"This country needs a professional journalist. I want Karen to agree to 
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go toa work for Mrs. Conner's radio stations a8 soon as she can work out the 
details with Pauline Conner.” 

“But why?" Paul was aghast. Karen would never agree to this! He took a 
deep breath. Avery could see he had finally said something Paul could not 
accept. 

"Why? For the same reason I need you. This country needs you; this 
country needs a professional news person reporting on our daily activities. 
I have already spoken to Mrs. Conner about this and If you can't speak for 
Karen now, I urge you to go home and talk with her. Tell me your answer when 
you bring back your ‘state's evidence’, OK?" 

‘Well’ thought Paul ‘If this country is always like this, life was not 
going to be dull! Imagine how intriguing it could be when he and Karen 
actually got established and had their roots sunk In.’ 

“Again, I am overwhelmed” he began. "You are offering me what I suspect 
is the best opportunity I have ever had.” 

Avery added, "And possibly ever will have.” 

"Vas, that too. I agree to everything and it should go without saying I 
must trust you 100 percent or I might as well pack our bags and take us back 
to cold Toronto. Well, I agree about Karen but this is her decision. She 
hasn't worked for years and she had no intention of doing so here. a 

PY 
aad 7 try to convince her why this 1s best for her. But you have me sworn 
to secrecy on parts of this and that won't make It any easier.” 

"Dor vous trust, your wife?” 

Yesnlicitly, Yes, of course. ,do!" 


"Ts she a chatterbox; does she gossip?" 
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"No, that's one thing she learned as a journalist. You never talk about 
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things you know in confidence or you w&ll lose your cemftdential sources." 
"Is that the way she is, or that's the way you think it should be for a 
Jounal Teur 


"That’s the way she is." 


newspaper editor is, well, not as professional as this®. 

"Alright, if you are certain this is her way, then you have my permission 
to share any part of our conversation with her. But only to the extent this 
Will help her make-up her mind she will work for Mrs, Conner. Agreed?" 

"Aereed,” 

“Good; now, it 1s 9:30. When can I expect you back here?" 

"Noon?" 

"Too soon, I want your Statement accurate and I want you to have 
sufficient time to properly prepare Karen. Shall we say 5 this afternoon?" 

Avery rose from behind his desk, limping, and moved to the front. Paul 
stood to meet him. 

Aneel 


“I have fA saying; here,let me have your hand.” 


wal 
Paul extended his hand, limply, wet certain what was coming next. This 


was such an unpredictable man Paul would not have been surprised to have him 
press a sharp pin into his palm. Avery reached under the back of Paul's hand 
to hold it, With his free palm he lightly rubbed his own palm across Paul's. 
"One hand washes the other. Your hand is white, my hand is black. In the 
eyes of God, we are equal.” 
Avery stared directly into Paul's eyes, He did not look away. They stood 


there for ten seconds and then Avery slipped his hands away. 
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"Thank you for coming to see me.” 


And Paul without any forethought said something he hadn't said out loud 
in years. "God bless you.” And he turned to walk back to unit seven at 
70lden Shores, 
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Dt vet 2 
Karen prided herself on being an optimist. “Things work out for the best” 


was now one of her most repeated sayings. Unconsciously, she had changed 
over the years. When she was an aspiring broadcast journalist, her favorite 
saying had been "Hell no, it doesn't have to be that way!". And she meant 
it; to the point that as she dug deeper and deeper into local crime and 
political stories people in authority would call her superior to suggest she 
be told to ‘hack off'. Karen's incisive, fact-filled investigative reporting 
pushed her rapidly from a cub Rar nataci fOr aMiocal CBC Ourler in: Barrie; 
Ontario to editor in chief for CBC News in Toronto. 

Paul’s defeats mellowed her; but she didn’t realize this. Over the vears 
she had gradually become more and more accepting of ‘things will be the way 
they are'. 

when Paul left to visit Avery Burgess at 8:40, she noted the time and 
told herself this could be one of the longest waits she had endured since 
the birth of Bart. Everyone had told her childbirth grew easier with each 
new baby. They had lied; Bart kept her in the labor room for 19 hours, more 
than twice that of Tony or Camille. After kissing Paul warmly good bye and 
fighting back both tears and the strong urge to say ‘Good Luck’, she had 
watched him walk the 300 yards across the sandy driveway to Avery's front 
gate. 

"The kids are on the beach; the house is clean. Now, what will I do?” she 
had pondered. Fifteen minutes later she realized suddenly all of their 
clothing was spread out on the three beds in the two bedrooms, and she was 
actually preparing to pack it all. But for what reason? 

When the truth dawned she sat down on the floor in the children's bedroom 
and began to sob. "I am packing us to return to Toronto" she cried out loud. 
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"Ty am giving up; I have no confidence left in Paul. Oh God, please forgive 
met”. For nearly 25 minutes she cried in spurts. She tried to stop crying; 
she could not. Slipping out of her dress, sobbing, she stepped into the 
shower turning the water on full, cold. And she huddled there shivering for 
ten full minutes until eventually the tears and sobbing subsided. 


. Was Paul. 


ety 


"Hon, Karen, I’m back! Karén, are you here?” I 

"what the hell is this?" he yelled seeing their clothing spread over two 
bedrooms. “Are you ~ is that you, in the shower?” 

Maybe she heard him, maybe she didn't. When she tried to reconstruct her 
feelings hours later, she would be unable to say for sure. Paul walked to 
the bathroom and peered inside the running shower. There stood Karen under a 
stream of cold water, her hands tightly clenched between her breasts, her 
face bent over into her inter-twined fingers. Instinctively he had ripped 
open the shower curtain, fumbled for the water control and then dragged her 
out.Findinge her nearly spastic from shaking in the cold flow he gently 
wrapped her body in a large beach towel, and lifted her in his arms. The bed 
was covered with clothes so he retreated, heading for the living room couch. 
Half over his shoulder, legs dangling in front of him, she was sobbing again 
softly. In all of the years they had lived together, Paul had never seen her 
in such a state. He was frightened. 

Laying her softly onto the couch and doing his best to wrap her in the 
towel, he tried talking to her. 

"Karen, Snap out of it. Everything is OK; I am here and everything is 
fine. Hon, please; I promise. Please talk to me!” 

Gradually her sobbing stopped as Paul rubbed her legs, her arms and then 


her stomach with his perspiring hands. Her eyes had been wide open all of 
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this time, the pupils wide and oversized. After what seemed an eternity to 
Paul, she did speak. 

"Are we alright?” she asked. "Please dear God, are we alright, now?” 

She was staring directly into her husband's face but he had the feeling she 
was looking through him; that she didn't even see him. He placed the tips Of 
his fingers on her lips and rubbed gently. 

Piawen munis #5 ballet Ai right here and everything te airienite, | nave 
just returned from Avery's house and I have 80 micheto tellovyou, It 26 
alr ie tyeiite bo ec0Od.,. |L promise,” 

Karen cloged her eyes and Paul was genuinely afraid she might be losing 
consciousness, or worse. Should he call a doctor? The clinic? 

He stood staring at her face and comparing her own breathing cycle with 
his own, as Camille and Bart pounced onto the back porch. Paul was so intent 
with Karen he did not notice the Children Sspresence, 

"Wait ’til mommy sees this shell!” enthused the girl. "Mommy wants to 
make a shell collection In our new house,” 

“r bet she likes this one best!" challenged her younger brother. TELA S 
so many pretty colors.” 

Karen's eyes opened and she swiveled her head to look first at the 
children through the glass door, then up at Paul, He broke into a wide grin 
when he realized she was awake, conscious, and aware of his presence. 

Enemies ii msne beeen. 

"Cod dam, you had me worried. Are you alright?" He didn't move an tach 
for fear of breaking the spell. 

"The kids, they shouldn't see me like this." She reached out her hand to 


raise herself off the couch, and promptly fell back. 
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"Let me help" and he stepped forward to provide an arm for SUpDOCE . 
PYOUS OOK great, Tow; don't. worry, about the kids". 

vamille shoved the door open and it stuck on the sand that coated the 
bottom rail of the door frame. "Daddy, will you help me, please?" she 
called. 

"“JUSt a minute dear; as soon as mom gets into the bathroom.” Now he 
assisted Karen in walking and it was obvious to both she needed his Support. 
she was very weak from the trauma of her experience, 

Reaching the door, Karen suggested "Tell them I will be out in a few 
minutes,” Paul looked concerned about leaving her. "No, it is OK, I'm OK 
now, and I'll be out in a jiffy." She reached up to snuggle against him and 
planted a kiss on his cheek. The towel wrapping her body fell to the floor 
and Paul could not resist pinching her bottom as he returned the hue. 

He backed away and started to close the door; then popped it back open 
again. "Oh, I have wonderful news from Avery Burgess. Get dressed so we can 
UEMnG Uaeralohen akiver 

she smiled and winked as the door closed, 

Avery Burgess was alone in his office, the door closed, for nearly 30 
minutes after Paul left. He was formulating in hia mind a call he was 
preparing to make to Governor Burnside, His was a special, unique 
relationship with the British administrators. Basically, they left him alone 
but responded quickly if he called, The governor had told Avery, privately, 
shortly after arriving in the islands in 1988 "Whitehall believes you are 
thelr shining example of what a native here can do if he applies himself." 
The Commonwealth Foreign Office, known as Whitehall in the environs, held no 


illusions about the Turks and Caicos Islands. They viewed this colony not as 
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an asset but rather as a burden, Until very recently, Britain had provided 
an ennusitmehitd of Upetcn1 Ol ml liiongUSedellarsy io. thescoliony, just), to: pay 
the bare bones cost of running government and maintaining British presence. 
Most former British colonies were now independent, and a productive part of 
the commonwealth. In 1988 the local revenues collected within the islands 
had finally passed the annual cost of local government. It was not the 
paltry 10 million dollars they contributed that bothered the British: it was 
the fact the islands were showing no sign of being able to manage their own 
arteadre. 

Britain's colonial days were over; even Hong Kong would soon be gone. 
Colonial department offices were now vacant at Whitehalls as senior members 
retired or died, they were not being replaced since the end of the colonial 
era was rushing towards them. 

The British in 1978 attempted to plant a seed of independence in the 
islands. Quietly, they urged then emerging native leaders to consider ‘how 
much better off you might be as an independent nation’. 1978 native leaders 
were young, impressionable, and not worldly. They saw themselves as 
Presidents or Chairmen or even Kings. And for several years these young 
leaders tried to sell the concept of independence to the population. It 
didn't go down well. The populace quickly saw through the glitter of being 
independent, 

"We too small" said some. 

"We not prepared" said others. 

"We not smart enough” said those who were really the brightest. 

And so the brief attention to independence had waned. Only bar-room 


politicians still practiced the independence line; and, the elected official 
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who occasionally wished to goad the collective British goat. 

With the boom on Portobello, a new fear had risen in the British minds. 
“We worry" confided the Governor to Avery one day “how poorly the 
politicians treat your island. Last year 78% of all government revenues 
originated there. Yet in the budget this year only 24% comes back to your 
island. We have tried to point out the fallacy of this thinking.” 

Avery Was pragmatic about it all. Yes, his island would do better, 

r) faster, with fully paved roads, a better functioning police, health and 
educational system. But Avery realized that of the 11 legislative seats in 
the country, Portobello only filled two. The other 9 seats were all on 
islands where people still lived, and voted; even if they had no jobs. 

The governors’s unvoiced fear that Portobello might take financial 
matters Into its own hands was not an issue; at this time. But Avery knew it 
could be, And he had a plan should it become an issue. 


On his yellow telephone he pushed memory dial position two. This was a 
private line to the Governor's desk. 

"Yes" came the curt response. 

"Avery Burgess here.” 

"Good day Avery; I hope this is a social call. The end of the year always 
makes me nervous." 

sNOueexactly a social call, [ took a chance you would be in your office 
on this Saturday." 

"Oh my; should we switch to secure?” 

EVELINA GSO LY 

Both men found the appropriate button on their desks to activate a 
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rudimentary volce scrambling aystem, Now evesdroppers, and there was ample 
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“ opportunity for this in the island's telephone system, would hear only a 
high pitched whining noise on the line. Neither Burgess nor the Governor 
would notice much change although each voice was now approximately one half 
octave higher in pitch. 

"Speak to me Mrs. Burgess" chided the Governor. He always said the same 
thing on this line after scrambling was activated and Avery no longer 


laughed at the lighthearted British humor, 


9 "Vou will recall our conversation about ten days ago; concerning clipping 
mt 


the Wines of a minister or two; 

“tT do.” Even with scrambling on, the Governor was cautious. He was 
certain that for every scrambling system there was a relatively simple ta, 
Afterall, at his official home in Waterloo he watched scrambled satellite TV 
with a descrambler which a local electronics chap had ‘fixed’ so he could do 
so without paying for HBO and the rest. 

"T'd like to suggest a candidate; one I believe you will approve of.” 

“"GOLOnOY 

"Tt seems we have evidence of direct involvement by Minister Lawrence 
Harvey in the game to approve those much desired work and residency permits. 
I have a recently arrived Canadian here who is preparing for you a detailed 
written report of how he got caught in Harvey's snare," 

“seen” 

"Tn this incident, Harvey saw to the approval of a permit so this man 
could go to work for him in his construction business here. Of course Harvey 
himgelf directly benefits from this approval." 

"How believeable is your person?" 


"Totally, and I have independent verification for most of what he says, 
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I'm not sure this ig a big enough violation to hang Harvey from the yard 
arm, however.” 

The Governor laughed at thig obvious reference to British penal history. 
He appreciated Avery's fine sense of British maritime law, 

"Actually, your timing couldn't be more precise. Since we last. talked on 
this matter I have received from the Attorney General's office several 
reports of, shall we say, suspected indescretions by Minister Harvey. With 
what you are telling me, we may have a barrage to fire rather than a single 
musket ball to the heart. None of the shots alone might be deadly but the 
Sumeore thenvalll) ewelies ..” 

“ + will have the written report later today. And it will come over to 
you personally with my son Alton on Monday morning." 

“Ts there any danger, to you, in this?” asked his excellency. 

"Ves, some, The man writing the report is a cabinet maker from Toronto; 
here with his wife and 3 children. He has skills badly needed here-" 

"and you wouldn't want to see him deported in SuOor een sy 

"Precisely. I've suggested he may have to fly out on short notice and 
stay away for up to a week, I also told him when he is instructed to return 
a brand new work and residency permit will be waiting for him.” 

"That seems like a reasonable request of me. But the work permit will) 
have to be issued to him alone, so there is no trail.” 

“Teknowi that.” 

‘Strange’ pondered the governor, ‘Avery always hangs onto the permits 
himself.’ "Is there anything else?" 

"One more. You are very well acquainted with the difficulties Pauline 


oe 


Conner has been facing finding a suitable broadcast person here. 
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"Oh my God, yes! I had another dose of senseless reporting Chee ast 
week. I hope you have good news for me in this area." 

"T think so. This cabinet maker's wife is a very accomplished, 
professional broadcast news person. I would like to see her get on the job 
for Pauline as quickly as possible.” 

“Two things. The last two people she hired were supposed to be 
professionals. Neither worked out. So when you use the same words to 
describe this lady, I am gun shy. Having said that, I suppose another new 
one can't cause any more problems with our island's news coverage than the 
present alcoholic. Does this lady drink?” 

Avery laughed out loud. "I don't know, but when I checked on her through 
Toronto everything I heard was very positive.” 

"Then my last point. Pauline's work permit aituation is this. She was 
given permission to import an ex-pat for this position. It never really 
detailed a specific person and as long as she is sending one out, the 
present one, and hiring a new one, I see no propleney Buy li wshentried: to 
keep them both on, that would be a problem, Of course his lady wis nave cco 
take the medical exam and fill out the forms. But once she has done that, 
with Pauline’s blanket permit this cabinet maker's wife can start work, say, 
so I will know, what is her name?” 

"Karen Monasto. The husband is Paul.” 

"Karen M-O-N-A-S-T-O? Is that it?" 

"Yes, they are Italian in case you can't guess," 


"Mr, Burgess, some things sir are self evident. I wonder if she knows an 
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Italian recipe for lasagne. I haven't had good Italian lasagne Since I. w 


{no Los Angeles." 
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"Weoce show. Alright) Ge that ig then?" 

"That's it. Will you let me know before they begin draping a rope over 
the yard “arm? “I want Paul to be prepared.” 

"Of course; cheerio." 

BOOCGIC Ay ces 

As both men hung up their instruments, each obeyed the blinking red light 
and switched off the voice scrambler box. 

Avery swung in his chair and noted the time. 10:15AM. Opening his bottom 
right hand desk drawer with a small key from his heavily laden cheney tne 
pulled out a sliding shelf. Three dozen solid state lights blinked back at 
him; twelve rows of 3 lights each. The green light In the 10th set 
told him the automatic tape recording system on the yellow phone line was 
armed and functional. A yellow light would mean the tape supply was nearly 
gone, A red light would be an alarm; a fault with the system, Bill Conner 
had designed and built this system. The wonder to Avery was that on this 
island where Murphy's Law prevailed, he had never seen a red iiehtuon any. of 
the 12 indicators. He had worried about the system faulting, and more, when 


Bill left; ‘Who will fix this when it breaks?’ he had asked Conner. "Not 


when, if (Conner had corrected: 


Wireless, had grown more rapidly than almost any other part of the island's 
infrastructure. When Avery and Velma Burgess moved to Portobello in 1972, 
there was only one telephone on the island. It was a hand-crank unit 
straight out of World War Two, housed in a leaky wooden box mounted on 4 


post at the base of Susie Turn, Ancient undersea cable, retired in the mid 
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50's in the British Virgin Islands, had been unwound across the shallow 
waters between South Caicos and Portobello to connect this rickety phone to 
the national office in Grand Turk. To use the phone a person had to lift the 
earpiece from the hook and crank vigorously on the handle. This cranking 
created a small electrical signal that somehow found its way through the 
water logged, damaged cable to eventually appear as a ringing noise on the 
Crand Turk manual operator's switchboard. If the ringing signal was heard, 
and if the operator on duty was not involved in other duties or talking to 
her mother or girlfriend on another line, the attention-requested ringing 
Brey & 
sienal would be answered. Then the caller, often standing drenching wet in 
pouring rain, would try to pass on to the operator a message, Sometimes ae 
worked; most of the time it did not. 

Seven years later, when Bill Conner arrived on the island, Portobello had 
a small sub-exchange of its own and there were 50 telephones on the island. 
The undersea cable had been replaced with a newer cable, but often during 
storms and tidal action the new cable was unreliable. It was not unusual for 
Portobello to go days without outside telephone contact, even in 1979. 

By 1980, Cable and Wireless was under considerable pressure to make the 
Portobello telephone system function better. So they sent to the island a 
full-time technician who would do his best to keep the old equipment working 
while new equipment was installed. His name was Larry Harvey. 

Harvey had quickly learned that although Cable and Wireless paid him $550 
a month to work for them, he could earn two or three times that amount each 
month by simply juggling the priority install list for new phones. The 
process was simple. He was given six new phones and six new numbers to 


activate each month. He and he alone determined which of the 60 to 90 people 
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on the waiting list would get a phone. Most people knew that if they offered 
Harvey a tip, say $200, they would get a phone sooner. A few Knew that if 
they tipped him $500 they might expect a phone within 60 days. Harvey 
constantly tested the market to determine how much money a phone was really 
worth. A man named Bradley Yinger had established the all time record; 
S2°000>for ay phone, today”. 

When Harvey was reassigned from Portobello to Grand Turk in 1984, he was 
VeCy upset with the transfer. Phones had become more plentiful between 1980 
and 1984, but the waiting list was growing in direct proportion. When he was 
transferred, under protest, there were 440 phones and a waiting list of more 
than 300. He left behind three assistants, each of whom he had carefully 
screened and taught privately the joys of operating their own phone company 
inside of the larger Cable and Wireless operation. 

Two of these men had risen to senior technictan status with the company 
by 1990, and one was now stationed fulltime on Portobello. The second was on 
Grand Turk. They continued to practice Harvey’s ‘company within a company’ 
business technique, but now on a much more sophisticated scale. And they had 
a silent supervisor in their private business; their old boss, who 
maintained the relationship even after entering politics and quitting Cable 
and Wireless, 

Samuel Stubbs had been in the Portobello exchange all morning. This was 
his day off but he knew the racks of equipment would not be attended on 
Saturday. He spent the morning rigging telephone tapping devices on three 
lines he had flagged with yellow tags. One of these lines belonged to Avery 
Burgess. Another, a leased line full time circuit between attorney Charles 


Scott's office and the studios of WIV-FM. The third tag marked an office 
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line going into the manager's office at Larry Harvey's Portobello 
construction business. 

After tapping into each line, Stubbs ran cables down the equipment racks, 
inside of plastic ducts to hide the wires, to a bundle of outgoing 
telephone circuits. Nine other previously tapped lines also came to this 
game point. When he was finished, there would be twelve telephone numbers at 
the exchange which could be monitored at will several miles away. All 12 of 
the circuits ran from the exchange to the apartment of Larry Harvey's 
girlfriend on Portobello. When Stubbs finished at the exchange, he would 
spend the afternoon connecting these re-routed lines to monitoring units and 
tape recorders in the apartment. 

Stubbs and co-worker Marvin Cox now earned an average Of eel, COUy ex ura 
each month by selling information to greedy business people. They obtained 
this information by tapping lines, recording conversations, and passing the 
information gleaned on to willing customers through an intermediary. No-one 


oN ¢ , * , a ¢ - ™ ~ - 
y buying information suspected it originated from tapped telephone lines; one 


My 
Pad 
= 


oe ( guessing the intermediary was playing both ends against one another. 


eo ( customer was a source in July and then became a customer ine August, Never 
4S 


Lawrence Harvey considered this his most successful business. He had 
learned the technology while attending a conference in Chicago at government 
expense. At the Conrad Hilton Hotel there had been an independent Banat 
network hardware trade show occuring at the same time as his official 
meeting. Intrigued by the equipment displays, he talked his way onto the 
exhibit floor because of his own telephone background. When he left the 
digplay floor five hours later, his arms loaded down with shopping bags 


filled with product literature, a germ of an idea was buzzing in his head. 
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For less than $4,000 in hardware, Harvey then set up 4 business producing 
more than $9,000 in cash income the first month. And it had grown steadily 
since that time, just one year ago, 

He had one more partner; a real estate sales person whom everyone on the 
ialand knew was an amazing gossip. "How does Luscious know that?” people 
narveled. Luscious Lane had been a journalist, a private investigator, and 
sometimes real estate sales person. She was the perfect partner fon Harvey 
because people were already accustomed to asking her for information or 
help, He merely increased her information gathering ability with his 
technology. 

Using a headset, Stubbs was amusing himself. and checking his wiring as he 
added the three new lines to their private network. He was nae clipping his 
headset across the Avery Burgess line as he heard a voice answer "Yes" on an 
outgoing call. He immediately recognized it to be the Governor; and the 
caller was Burgess himself. Naturally he stayed on the CUGeHie) Loses what 
he might learn. When the voices disappeared and the high pitched whine of a 
scrambler substituted, Stubbs lost interest. At the apartment was a 
descrambler ‘master’, capable of being dialed to virtually any code in use. 
But no equipment was ever kept at the exchange by he and his partners since 
the easence of the operation was to do all of the intelligence gathering in 
a safe location. No matter; by 5 PM that night, any calls on this Burgess 
line vould be monitored and if necessary descrambled. This call goat away; 
the next one would not. 

The leased line Re aerine attorney Scott's office to WIV-PM radio 
studios was a mystery. He had installed It himself several years before, 


1987 he recalled. He never did understand why this attorney would want to 
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have a full-time open circuit to the radio station, It had been his duty to 
make the line good; Bill Conner had connected the equipment at both ends. 
Stubbs did know that Scott had been Conner'’s attorney; that was common 
knowledge. Now somebody out there was also wondering about something in 
Scott's office, or at WIV-FM. But why this line? Scott's orice Nad six 
other regular telephone lines; the radio station two. Tf somebody wanted to 
monitor the business activities of either location, they WOU EOL. On GUS 
regular lines; wouldn't they? 

Stubbs clipped his earphones across the circuit. There was no sound. 
He left them on while completing the connections. In 15 minutes time, he 
heard absolutely nothing. Perhaps the circuit was no longer in use; maybe it 
was just forgotten about? He thought to himself “Conner has been gone, let's 
see ~ two years is it, now?” He unclipped the phones and went to the tiled; 
the business line into Harvey's construction shop. "The boss want to get 
something on the manager” he thought to himself. And he went to work to 


figiseh tne jop. 
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His Excellency, British Governor Martin Bunrside, had reluctantly agreed 
to chair a mesting at 2PM in nis office. The Governor arrived to the islands 
in 1988 after serving most recently as Attorney General in the British 
Virgin Islands. In his Garly 60°S, he was now finishing an acceptable but 
hardly meritorious career in the overseas arm of British Civil Service, 

Appointment as Governor here was the last leg of the trip and Burnside 
wanted very much to get through to retirement without any major upheavels. 
He often told his wife Mindy, “It we can simply keep the lid on and avoid any 

Vi 
ricuine andulvile unrest thls wili°countias 2 successful tour.” 

Burnside, then, was a man who believed in compromise; negotiated 
settlements. He left righteous indignation to those civil Servants still in 
their 30s and 40s. 

Burnside had replaced a man in his 40s. Governor Terry Clapton had burned 

nerve 
with righteous indi#nation. During Clapton's rein, the elected Chief 
Minister of the islands was packed off to an American jail following a U.S. 
DEA conspired sting operation, Chief Minister Nat Simpson had been caught 
pink-palmed accepting $25,000 from a DEA undercover agent. The money was to 
encourage Simpson to look the other way while a shipment of cocaine moved 
through his home island of South Caicos. The former Chief Minister 
not only held national political power, he also owned and operated the only 
fueling service at the South Caicos airport. Clapton tried to shift the 
blame for loss of the national leader to the Americans, who made the actual 
bust, but local politicians had worked the population into a frenzy when it 
became clear the British Governor and government had assisted the Americans 


in the sting, In a most unusual move, Clapton finished out his term in the 
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islands with two British special agents from London acting as bodyguards. On 
the day he and his family left the islands, the local newspaper publisher 
> -hed {noited a group of 50 natives to scream their disapproval at him as he 
headed for the Pan Am flight, Photographs of the former Governor running for 
the safety of the airplane appeared in newspapers ali over the world. 
Videotape clips appeared on CNN and NBC that evening. 

Burnside recalled all of this vividly; he was not going to create a 
similar scenario for himself. Clapton had 20 years to recover his lost Civil 
service status; Burnside had no such luxury. 

Today's meeting carried the elements of the Nat Simpson fiasco. A member 
of government was apparently engaged in {illegal activities.» Each of the 
ministers stepped over their legal limits almost weekly. Burnside gently 
reminded each of their legal rights and responsibilities at the regular 
Fyeoutive Council meetings. Occasionally, he had to take them aside 


individually and coerce them back to the straight and narrow. That came with 


the job. 
(a 
. Wen ? ; 
But today's issue Hage beyond that. Unfortunately, two basic and 
é 
{mportant laws in the country appearé™ to have been broken. And to make 
matters worse, the leading British firm in the islands, Cable and Wireless, 
eae Po Whar? ie 
cua directly insulted by what-was happening. Burnside knew that if he did 
not take decisive action, promptly, Cable and Wireless would have a top 
\ , - 2 Wi? . - . “ ” - 
Level executive sitting in front of A super Lor at Whitehall Monday morning. 
The effect could be the same as rioting in his streets; his own job rating 
would plummet and this could lead to a leas than satisfactory retirement 


package, 


"Your excellency, Attorney General McTabbish and Chief Secretary Thatcher 
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are here". The telephone intercom interrupted his thoughts. 

"veg, Ask them to join me, please.” 

Jeremy McTabbish, a 41 year old Irish lawyer, had been in the islands two 

ay hua & 

years. McTabbish was a less than successful civil barrister, in Ireland, 
Nobody knew for sure why he gave up private practice and joined the civil 
service in the middle of what should have been his most productive year's. 
Some said his change in venue was caused by a wife who seemed to have 
difficulty staying home; or home alone, when he was at work. McTabbish was a 
normally gentle man given to long walks by himself carrying an open book 
from which he read aloud Socrates or Plato. 

Livingston Thatcher, Chief Secretary, had spent most of his working years 
attached to various British consulates and the occasional embassy as a trade 
representative. He dealt with local businessmen at each post trying to 
increase British exports to the country in question. Thatcher's job in the 
Turks and Caicos was to oversee the srowing army of civil servants. He was 
also the day to day contact man for the Crown with each of the elected 
members of the legislature and of course the ministers of portfolio, All of 
this was quite a move upward for the man. At 45 he had never married. Since 
arriving on Grand turk, he did have a steady string of male visitors from 
all over the world; people he had met in such places as Chicago and Bombay 
while on assignment. 

Burnside rose from behind his worn maple desk to greet his two closest 
confidants. The trio represented The Queen in this God forsaken outpost and 
when there was trouble, they stood as a triumverate protecting each other's 
backside, 


"Jeremy, Livingston" he said to each shaking their hands, Unconciously he 
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reached to his back pocket for a hankerchief to wipe off his right hand 
after shaking with Livingston. As he had explained to Mindy once, "One can 
never be sure what that hand touched just before touching you.” 

"Let me hear the update before the chaps from C and W arrive,” A 30 
minute lead had been planned for his briefing. 

Attorney General McTabbish sat down next to Thatcher on a couch adjacent 
to the desk and opened a file folder. 

"Here are the basic elements. 

"On December 3rd,a visiting C and W field engineer found three telephone 
lines tapped at the central exchange here. He reported this to Robin Lewster 
at the telephone headquarters. Lewster, who is not technical, went back to 
the exchange with the visiting engineer, a chap named Brown, and he viewed 
the illegal taps. 

"On December 4th, the engineer flew out to his next stop leaving Lewster 
to deal with it. Brown could only determine that the lines had been tapped: 
he had inadequate time to tell where the taps were redirected. 

"On December 12th,Lewster asked for help from the UK. It seems the only 
engineers he has on staff here presently are native and he had surmised the 
work had been done by a native worker. He apparently had no-one here he felt 
he could trust. He also advised my office of the discovery that same day. I 
am afraid we gave it no priority at the time." 

Burnside interrupted. "How long before we responded?” 
"More than a week~" 

"Will that delay cause us any problems?” 
"T think not, because what Lewster did next was assinine." 


"That was-" 
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"For reasons he cannot adequately explain, he called the Chief Minister 
to warn him that his telephone lines could be tapped. Now at this point 
Lewster knew only that he had three tapped lines. He was not certain who's 
lines were tapped, he certainly had no idea why they had been tapped.” 

"And this of course leads us to the now famous outburst in Executive 
Council where CM Smythe accused us of tailing him with undercover agents and 
tapping his phones.” 

"Precisely. And then a week later the careful leak from Smythe to 
Benjamin Dornfield so he could engage in a little British bashing in his 
filthy newspaper.” 

Thatcher butted in. "And the equally infamous radio newscast on WIV by 
that wino station manager.” nh Oe 

Thess 

McTabbish continued, thumbing re a thick sheath of papers. 

"Quite. Now, the UK headquarters for C and W thfén redirected the 
engineer, Brown, back tereezh here on his return to London, He arrived on 
the 20th, I think. Yes, the 20th, Brown spent all of that night in the 
exchange tracing wires, or whatever it is that engineers do. He wrote a 
report to Lewster and climbed on the airplane ta return to London on the 
21st; something about getting home for the holidays.” 

"You have a capy of the report, there?” 

"Yes, but let me paraphrase it for you in spoken English since it was 
written by a bloody engineer. It took me two days of intensive work, with 
Lewster by my side helping as best he could, to get to the bottom line. 

"Yes?" 

"It says there are 19 taps in all, including your own private hot line 


phone. When I learned that, of course I immediately warned you about always 
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being careful on that- line.” 

Burnside fidgeted nervously in his chair and crossed his legs. His arms 
he drew up tight in front of himself and also crossed. 

“T think about it each time it rings. I find myself being very brief and 

Paste , KP 
using the scrambler whenever 1 talk on nee pointing to his red telephone. 
"And T have never trusted the integrity of the scrambling. Please go on.” 

McTabbish was relishing his role, Private law practice had never been 
this much fun and now he was right in the middle of genuine political 
intrigue. He hadn't slept soundly for more than a week, fantasizing about 
Ciiesincidenty 

"Well, the 19 tapped lines run the gamut from a lady who 1s secretary to 
Minister Larry Harvey at her home to your hot line. Most are lines of 
businesses or business people. Both banks are heavily tapped and both bank 
managers are tapped at their homes. Strangely, there are no taps on any 
phones connected to the Chief Minister. None at MeN 

"and that was a reason you suspected he might be behind this, 
originally?” 

"That and his outburst at Council, until we later understood Lewster had 
called the CM to warn him.” 

"But now you know differently?” 

"No, we think or suspect differently but we are still not certain who is 
really benifitting from this scheme. With the exception of course of 
Minister Harvey.” 

"Go on prodded the Gévernor, glancing at his watch. It was 2:15 and the 
Cable and Wireless people would be in his outer office in another 15 


minutes. 
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being careful on that line.” 

Burnside fidgeted nervously in his chair and crossed his legs. His arms 
he drew up tight in front of himself and also crossed, 

"rT think about it each time it rings. I find myself being very brief and 
using the serambler whenever I talk on it” pointing to hig red telephone, 
"and I have never trusted the integrity of the scrambling. Please go on.” 

McTabbish was relishing his role. Private law practice had never been 
this much fun and now he was right in the middle of genuine political 
intrigue. He hadn't slept soundly for more than a week, fantasizing about 
{his incident. 

"Yell, the 19 tapped lines run the gamut from @ lady who 1S Secretary to 
Minister Larry Harvey at her home to your hot line. Most are lines of 
businesses or business people. Both banks are heavily tapped and both bank 
managers are tapped at their homes. Strangely, there aré no tapS On any 
phones connected to the Chief Minister. None at all.” 
~ wand that was a reason you suspected he might be behind this, 
originally?” 

"That and his outburst at Council, until we later understood Lewster had 
called the CM to warn him. That of course set him off." 

"But now you know differently?” 

"No, we think or suspect differently but we are atill not certain who is 
really benifitting from this scheme. We do have one important piece of 
evidence on which we are basing our present assumption that Minister Harvey 
ts involved.” 

"And that evidence?" 


"oustoms records. A sizeable dollar amount of telephone industry hardware 
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has been ateadily coming into the country for a year now; it is always 
shipped to Harvey's construction business on Portobello. It came to our 
attention when Thatcher here was doing his annual audit of customs records 
for end of year. As you know, Cable and Wireless receives all of their 
equipment duty free. He thought it strange to see tens of thousands of 
dollars of telephone equipment coming in with duty paid. That triggered 

our possible connection to Harvey. But I emphasize it is only circumstantial 
at this poling,’ 

i "Go on” prodded the Gevernor, glancing at his watch. It was 2:15 and the 
Cable and Wireless people would be in his outer office in another 15 
minutes, 

McTabbish also glanced at his watch. 

"The report says all 19 tapped lines are redirected through what they 
call trunk lines to a single residence. The residence is owned by a cousin 
of Minister Harvey; a lady we all know as ‘Plentiful'. AS you are aware, 
Plentiful has a reputation of being the most knowledgeable gossip on this 
island.” 

“A well earned reputation, I might add” injected Thatcher. 

"The next problem was determining what is being done with these lines 
inside of Plentiful’s house. This hag been a tough problem since we don't’ 
believe we can trust anyone in the police department to do any sleuthing for 
Us 

"Which explains why Jeremy and I have been taking our evening and early 
morning walks in that otherwise disrespectful part of town" added Thatcher. 

The Governor unfolded his arms and leaned forward to his desk. 


"Quite. You are both now candidates for MI 5 as I understand it. What 
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McTabbish also glanced at his watch. 

"The report says all 19 tapped lines are redirected through what they 
call trunk lines to a single residence. The residence is owned by a cousin 
of Minister Harvey; a lady we all know as ‘Plentiful’. As you are aware, 
Plentiful has a reputation of being the most knowledgeable gossip on this 
Levand. ~ 

"A well earned reputation, I might add” infected Thatcher. 

"The next. eta was determining what is being done with these lines 
inside of Plentiful’s house. This has been a tough problem since we don't 
believe we can trust anyone in the police department to do any gleuthing for 
hee € 

"Which explains why Jeremy and I have been taking our evening and early 
morning walks in that otherwise disrespectful part of town" added Thatcher. 

The Governor unfolded his arms and leaned forward to his desk. 

"Quite. You are both now candidates for MI 5 as I understand it. What 
do we know about the inside of Plentiful'’s house?” 

McTabbish turned a page to several handwritten sheets on yellow legal 
pad. 

"We know there is a room on the southwest corner filled with several 
dozen state of the art tape recorders, several FAX machines, a teleprinter 
and an equipment rack @eieket with other electronics. We know the room is lit 
up all night and there seems to be somebody in that room at all times. We 
have a partial list of people who come and go from the residence and 
prominent amongst those is C and W chief tech Marvin Cox." 

"And Harvey?” 


"He has never been observed going there. That's the bad news. I belleve 
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the Cable and Wireless chaps have something that will tie Harvey more 
closely to the operation, however.” 

"What is that?” 

"They call it an exchange synthesizer, whatever that might be, I 
understand they are bringing this synthesizer gadget with them when they 
pone. 

"Cood. Now, what has been done about the people who’s phones are tapped?" 

“rhe Pane orewsu biel place... did. meet privately with Anthony Belston 
at Scotia and Chad Johnson at Barclays to warn them. Both were most upset 
and neither could understand why we couldn't disconnect the taps right now. 
I suspect we may hear directly from Barclays London, or from the home 
office, anytime on this. I tried to explain the axtremely sensitive nature 
of the investigation and our need to catch those responsible so they cannot 
wiggle out of the charges. Both are cooperating, but not happy.” 

"And the others tapped?” 

"As you know, the list includes many prominent business people. That is 
what concerned us; the list is long and each person has his or her own 
personality. Many are unpredictable under stress and I determined that if we 
told one, we were obligated to tell them all. Just one of these people 
mouthing off at a cocktail party and we could lose everything. If those taps 
disappear before we are ready, we'll have nothing but these pleces of paper 
to take to court”, lifting his file folder above his eke 

"T gee." The Governor leaned back in his chair and motioned to see the 


AG's file folder. Thatcher lept to his feet, took the folder from Jeremy's 


— CaRri Gi) . 
hand and teek it to the Governor. Thatcher reopened theurides toe thea Stor 
NA 


19 taps. Burnside studied the list for several minutes, saying nothing. 
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‘tT know everyone on this list’ he thought to himself. ‘Some are very 
close friends' and he ran his finger down the names. ‘Laing, Buttonwood, 
Cooper, Jackson... . Who knows what damage is being done right now by these 
snoops?' And he would have to face these people when It was all over and try 
to explain to them why they were not told, or why the taps had been left in 
place for weeks after being discovered, 
"This whole episode has dragged on for too long. Each day we delay 
closing on this more and more damage is being done. Jeremy, how fast can we 
weap thilerue?® 
"Tl hope within a week, but that depends upon Cable and Wireless since we 
are counting on them for the technical expertise needed to nail this down, 
We'll need to put pressure on them in a few minutes. 
"Let me digress. I have reviewed the relevent Statutes. The list of laws 
being broken is quite long; it is there on the last page in the folder. 
"First of all, there is the Privacy Act. Unfortunately it was last 
redrafted in 1938 and the technology of that time was primitive. So the 
actual act of tapping a telephone is not addressed, Still, I think it will 
hoodie: La court 
"Second, there isa the Confidentiality Act. This 1s new enough to catch 
them properly. Anyone who overhears a private conversation and passes the: 
conversation or essence of that conversation on to a third party is in 
W ws 

violation. Incidently, this +8 the first line I heard from the bank people; 
N 

‘what about the Confidentiality Act?’.” 

"We all suspect many of their clients are sending money here which is not 
clean; (but that's a matter for another day) The more they protest, the more 


I believe this is the case.” Go on" motioned the Governor. 
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"Under those two are Six separate laws relating to breaking and entering, 
using another's property for personal gain, selling a commodity you are not 
entitled to-" 

"Stop. Do you feel this information is being sold to others?” 

"Well, yes I do. I have no evidence of this but let’s consider the 
possibllities. If Harvey Is behind this as we suspect, he would view 
everything they ie: a commodity; information for sale. I believe 
Plentiful ig the agent for this Information but unfortunately I need to be 
able to have a trustworthy investigator to prove et ot ease 

"You mean a non-native detective?" 

"Pyaotly. I've talked with London about getting such a person here and 
they are not encouraging, before mid-January. I thought perhaps If you 
requested it-" 

"Ves, quite. Let me see what I can ao. But before 1. da this, are you 
G@udre certain there Is no-one in the police department we could trust to 
shadow Plentiful?” 

"Not when you look at the family trees. Of the four detectives, three are 
related to Harvey. The one who 1s not, plus one who Is ,have been Plentiful's 
lovers from time to time.” 

“The game thing could be said about half of the men on this island” 
snickered Thatcher. 

"ves, I see the problem. Is there more or should we ask if the Cable and 
Wireless chaps are here?" 

"One more thing" sald Jeremy, riging to speak from a standing position. 


“Our Cable and Wireless head man, Robin Lewster, {s not up to what is 


happening. He will prattle on about the integrity of their system and his 
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concerns that if this becomes public there will be a clamour for his head. 
He doesn't seem able to focus on anything beyond C and W's image. You may 
have to make him understand that their image is secondary to the prosecution 
of the guilty parties here.” 

Right after British baghing in the newspaper, publisher Benjamin 
Dornfield liked Cable and Wireless bashing next best. Virtually every issue 
carried an inflammatory story detailing some native’s agrievement with the 
telephone company. Much of this bashing was justified in the Governor's 
eyes; and he disliked having to defend Cable and Wireless in Executive 
Council simply because he was British and they were a British company. 
Dornfield's Cable and Wireless baghing lept into high gear after the local 
magistrate’s court found him guilty of failing to pay nearly $2,500 in 
telephone charges. That was two years ago, and Dornfield still did not have 
a proper telephone because he owed them money, Naturally he was incensed 
since operating a newspaper was especially difficult without a phone. 

"Are the Cable and Wireless people there?" asked Burnside on his 
intercom. There was no response, so he repeated the message. Still no 
response. 

Thatcher rose and walked for the door. "Your Bt eee One intercom 

oe 
picked a dandy time to quit!"y All three men vere laughing as Thatcher 
reappeared with a trio of telephone people in tow. 

With manager Robin Lewster was UK engineer, John Brown and a man they 
introduced as Reggie Seybold. The latter would be presented as a company 
technician who had flown in on Friday with Brown from London. 

Following introductions and seating, Governor Burnside reminded each of 


the extremely sensitive nature of the investigation underway. He mentioned 
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the tapping of bank lines, the lack of privacy now afforded to the bank's 
confidential dealings, and the uncertainty the tapping placed over Virtually 
every business and government activity in the country. Then he turned 
squarely to Lewster and dropped his bottom line. 

“Your own internal security has failed, I believe that each and every 
customer you have could hold you legally responsible for a violation of 
their privacy. I believe the banks could hold you legally responsible for 
their present lack of confidentiality. Mr. McTabbish, Mr. Livingston and I 
are here only to see that those who perpetrated this act are apprehended and 
prosecuted to the full limits of the law. If, however, we fail in this 
mission because of some roadblock you place before us, whether deliberate or 
otherwise, we will have no choice but to bring suit against Cable and 
Wireless for allowing this to happen. I'm certain the banks, and many 
others, will join us in such a suit. Dol make myself clear?” 

There was stunned silence in the Governor's office, No-one, not even 
MeTabbish, had expected the Governor to take such a tough stance, 

Lewster planned to go on the offensive when he walked in. Out of courtesy 
to the Governor, he allowed his excellency to speak first. Now everything he 
planned to say was dashed. He intended to blame the Attorney General's 
office for his not immediately disconnecting the taps when first found, even 
if he had delayed 8 days in telling the AG about the taps. He also had 
wanted to say he went to the Chief Minister because he found the AG 
difficult to work with. Now he would say none of this. 

"lt believe’ he began "we can move this along rapidly now. Mr. Brown and 
Mr. Seybold will stay here and work under my direction until this matter is 


cleared to everyone’s satisfaction. And as for a breach of our security, 
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well, if we find this tapping was politically motivated, I doubt the 


Governor would want a repeat of the Nat Simpson fiasco.” 
With a PolisicA 


Burnside was boiling inside. He was being threatened ,by aA second-rate 


(e cE Yi) Lo Sy6 J 


telephone bureaucrat, Withbuaapelitteat-explosiem He remembered his temper 
and looked away to stare at a portrait of his wife on the corner of the 
desk. To Himself he counted; “1,2,retirement, 3,4,retirement; 9,6-" 

"Alright Mr. Lewster, tell me what you intend to do." 

"Right, The problem we see 1s finding the perpetrators. And determining 
without a doubt who is involved, Mr. Brown and Mr. Seybold have brought a 
telephone device with them that will allow this to happen, with security.” 

"Please continue," asked the Governor, Reggie Seybold unpacked a small 
container about the size of a shoebox. He took the electronic device from 
{nside and handed it to Lewster. 

Lewster held it out in front of himself as if it might be a holy erail. 

"This is a telephone exchange synthesizer. With it, we can attach 
ourselves by remote control into any line on the exchange. Unlike the 
primitive tapping we are tracing, this device connects only to the exchange 
through its own wire pair.” 

"Yes; wire pair?" 

"That means this device 1s connected by a pair of wires like any ordinary 
telephone. Now, let us take our instant example. We know there are 19 
telephone lines currently being relayed to the home of Miss Plentiful.” 
Neither Thatcher nor MoTabbish could resist smiling at ‘Miss’ Plentiful. 

hawine ; 

"What we don't know is who is sound the information intercepted. I 
believe the AG has learned Miss Plentiful's home is filled with tape 


recorders and other equipment. That suggests the information Is being 


204 


E *), ley ? i 
>) 1 6 a 
a 14 a =~) 
ia ’ 4 = we @ 
t Sete See, 
’ i: j 
- — tp ’ t 
mS. a 
es ? 
Ls a | re 6 
J ph 
= sie? pA gt 4 tee 
mcoatiom yileolgtion @ieweetiagss alds att sw ae Ee. 
: : wi 
' = ee “1 oe ed Ss 
‘ af mane? Jay Sid so Jeane y | aw Dian Bere caved | 
4 od ; ae i © _ 
. x , * ~— ‘a oe we 
Ae Sort! SOTSd B8W eh abseil anti ee eee cane : 
i 1 - 7 = a rad 7 = N 
23% pf eae cae Presb $e) ets eee ys erica i 
i ‘4 = | pay. eR S ifé , 71 W165 
5 ; : yates 
: : f ose 4 wa hcite r a Kd QP, hs = i =. ty 
& + fA > " Sie + y a ve A i iP ai se 1 ia ‘ 
he = : i 
d i ees, “ae ; a ae Ae ee 
© ‘ ‘ r LY od 
: ; 7: Y a. JUD Soe ee | 
sal =a os re re 
on J Ts ry 
¥ Ls mt iy aie Go lvese, Sucre! 
Ue sa 
x 4 sty tuots tenzeinoo 
¢ it 4 Bans ie: Ss efte rf 
sim 3 b ea : tree] #E 16 of ble Weel 
ae MUSING, Outreuk Shogeias &. SL Bet 
er “oe 5 ote { _y } = 4 rire “Oe '7 L > BES eb JOB, ad av fee yug 
* : ia 4 = ah A if Fe ; od ; 
Paes sh (veh. 8E59 . SaPone? Se Ov SreegEs ah Tint Aa 
"Uae eee BIL: ew 
| r te te “ss Pttes wate eat” 
; : rge ay ; 4.9 ith LA’ ose A, 4 7 
4 . oe i = ; 4 = 4 1 y “se 
: 5 4 on ee. _ > 
th “el? -20 Bd BRO pe oeiees Bag BOTW us pinsem dost”. 
a a ; ; ad 
Po of <aignase ingen) thee eds shy pel, “Hol ecorigatoik 7 
& 
“1 a 
“ : ’ Pao) a Fy : 
{9 Re te eee pai ae] beXs ie Theat srg acne 2, 
‘4 “53 | ‘euarh ¢s 


‘a 


oye) atv fabtrt; a Fae’ a nba 


stored, probably on cassette recorders that start recording when they hear a 
spoken word, We also know Miss Plentiful's home has two normal telephone 
lines. Our first thought was that if we monitored these regular lines we 
might intercept outward going messages from Miss Plentiful or whomever is 


operating the recorders and by tracing where these calls were going, compere SS 


the text of the calls and the reciplent to see {f there is incrimination.” 

"Tn other words we tap the tappers?” asked Burnside. 

"That is an option; but my legal department in London says we would need 
a court order here to do that and once we involved the court system we might 
well give away our {nvestigation,.” 

Covernor Burnside turned to the Attorney General. 

“Jeremy?” 

Myvegstwell,-1 think that could be correct. The judge may be descrete, but 
there are court recorders, secretaries and the lot. Lt wouldebe cditricuis, to 
conceal the order totally." 

"Tr we merely asked Brown and Seybold here to cleverly tap the lines In 
question without a court order, we violate the law and we run the risk that 
whomever is inside doing this work in our exchange would discover -iet%e- oR 
work. We think we could fool the blighters, but we can’t be sure," 

"Tt think that option is an unacceptable risk" suggested the AC. 

"T gee; so go on about this miracle box.” 

"Well, our London at.torngyes feel that your 1938 law here on privacy only 
covers the actual physical act of tapping. So here 1s what this synthesizer 
WELLEGOS 

"Tt has the special ability to listen in. vapelt yolliwili, -Oneany number 


served by the exchange. It does this by merely being connected to the 
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exchange as a normal telephone might be. That means we could place this 
device, say here in your office, and then by remote control tell the box to 
listen to any specific number we dialed in. I'd like to demonstrate If I 
MLENU ese | 

"Yes of course; I hope we are not going to listen in on something that 
might be embarassing to ust” 

| "May we disconnect your hot line phone to use that number briefly; this 
8 will take less than a minute?" 

"Of course; I use it only sparingly at the moment, given the 
circumstances." 

Seybold arose from his chair, reclaimed the synthesizer from Lewster and 
popped the phone jack plug from the red phone. The plug was reinserted into 
the synthesizer. 

"Mr. Brown, would you operate it for us?” asked Lewster. The engineer 
moved to the desk and pushed a button. Various lights came on. 

"Your excellency, give us a local phone number; any number you wish.” 

yd "2777"; his private house phone. Brown punched in 2777 and there was the 
instant sound of a dial tone from a recessed speaker. 

"That tells us this phone is not in use at the moment, Try again.” 

"Let's make this a real test; does anyone know the number of Plentiful?” 

The AG went to his notes. "2242 is one” he began, Brown had it punched in 
before he could recite the second. 

"..she gay she had baby by Alton Burgess; she want money.” 

Nobody in the governor's office dared breathe. A second volce modulated 
the speaker. 


“How much money?” 
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"She say Burgess have lots. She want ten thousand dollars now, Same every 
vyeaneril boy tehtid thecal ¢ 

"Harvey know this?" 

"T no tell him yet. I tell you first cause you Know Burgess. You want 
hear tape? I play for you.” 

No. later. sieeali Hanvey end? 

The Governor knew a crime when he heard it. Law or not, his office might 
be engaging in a crime by listening. He reached across the desk and pushed 
the button Brown had used to start the machine. The sound died on the word 
Pande 7, 

"Any number at all, just by dialing it in?” he asked. 

Lewster knew he had their full attention. 

po& 

"Any number on this exchange; not Portobello Kv South Caicos. We'd have 
to take it to the area served by those exchanges. If you hadn't been in such 
a hurry to turn it off, I would have asked the synthesizer to also display 
the number Plentiful had dialed as well. It lets us listen, descretely, and 
14t will log and display the calling number plus the number called,” 

“OK, I am convinced. How much does a machine like Lieacosy? 

| 

Lester deferred to Brown. 

"Twenty thousand, I guess~”. 

"Dollars?" 

"Pounds", Get 

Wicne ser 

"Mc. McTabbish, we have just seen the next generation wire tapping 
machine, I want our privacy laws Updated, now!" The AG nodded silent 
agreement. 


"Mr. Lewster, this machine is dangerous. I cannot condone its use unless 
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it is operated by either myself or the AG, Are you prepared to leave it with 
us after suitable instruction?” 

Lewster cane down trom his cloud. “with you, sir? In all respect, it is 
as you Say 4 dangerous machine. I doubt London-" 

"If you mean ‘your London’, that fs one thing. If you mean ‘my London', 
well - I will have my London get the agreement of your London within 24 


hours,” 


~ 


Lewster knew he meant it. He also knew he was about to lose control i‘ VA 
ve 


the investigation. What, for example, would he have Brown and Seybold do 


while the Governor or AG 'played' with the synthesizer? 

"Yes, well, quite. If that is the wayrit is-", 

"That is the way it is” assured Burnside. 

"Then what would you suggest I have Mr. Brown and Mr. Seybold do while 
this 1s being used. They were sent here to assist-”. 

"Portobello" said the Governor. "I would like the Portobello exchange 
checked for taps, just as you did so well here. And I would like a full 
report on this desk by 9AM Monday. 

"T suppose-” 

"And Mr. Brown, if you and Mr. Seybold find even one tap in Portobello, 
IT want a call at my home advising me. Just call 2777 and when I answer say 
‘Yes', Nothing more, nothing less. If I don't hear from you, I Will assume 
there are no taps there. Is that clear?" 

Brown turned to Lewster. He was shaking his head, half way between yes 
and no. The no part was disbelief: the yes to the Governor's Instructions. 

"Yes, that 1s clear,” Brown replied. 


"Good; if you three gentlemen will excuse me with the AG and Chief 
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secretary for five minutes, I will ask you to come back to instruct on this 


#9 


machine. 

"Yes, yOur excel lency” said Lewster with more than a hint of displeasure. 
The trio turned and walked from the office. 

Burnside began pacing his floor, He never did this; both McTabbish and 
Thatcher knew their man was close to the edge. 

"Gentlemen, I am frightened to death. Jeremy, I need your assurance that 


if you or I use this machine, singly or alone, we are not opening up 


R 


ourselves and her majesty's government for lawsuits. Are we?” 

"Tt Is my opinion that if we both use it together and we carefully 
document everytime we listen in, we are performing a search operation. You 
have the authority as head of the island police force to Issue your own 
orders of search: espectally when you have good cause. I think we have 
excellent cause, national security and all of that, sir. J, as head legal 
officer here have the authority to issue orders to collect evidence. 
Ultimately, this will mean one or both of us will have to appear on the 
witness stand against, shall we say, Harvey If we bring him to ar cll 

"T realize that, Jeremy. But we can't have it both ways; we can't be 
legal, and, appoint someone else to do this. Perhaps it won't come to a court 
trials let's nov forget our ‘goal here.” 

"Let me re-state that goal, sir in view of the amazing demonstration. 
First, we have an illegal act being perpetrated and there is reason to 
believe our nation’s privacy and respect for confidentiality is being 
violated. We must stop this, Second, we have one or more erring ministers 
who must be made to realize they do not have a license to do as they damn 


well please. Third and last, if we act swiftly, we may keep this from 
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damaging our time in history in these islands." 

"T correct myself; our goals; a plural of goal. I would rearrange the 
sequence a bit, placing teaching our ministers a lesson as first. But that 
is just between us, here, now.” 

"sir?" Tt was Thatcher who had no direct involvement in the pending 
operation, although he would ultimately have to deal with Harvey and others 
as if everything was normal, while the noose was tighteriing. 

“vaag" 

Yess ro 

Le VOrny about, widespread this may be. Nineteen is a lot of tapped 
telephone lines; this seems like a wholesale attack on our internal 
integrity to me,” 

SUNG Tolan 

"Yell, I support your sending those two off to Portobello. Now suppose 
they find more taps there. At what point do we admit this is too big for us, 
that we may need outside help?” 

Burnside had to admit to himself he had not considered how they would 
cope with a whole gale attack on the integrity of the nation, At what point 
would he ask for home office help? Would he at all, and risk being branded 
as an alarmist? Which would be worse for his retirment; being a foolish 
alarmist, or being run down by a pack of mad dog natives In the street if it 

hint 
turned against saan Here were three British officers of The Crown. They, on 
the other hand, were...at least in the thousands. 

"T see your point. Alright, Livingston, 1 WiehevouU to. od a quiet spot 
and prepare me an options paper. Consider everything we know and tell me 
what options we have here. Leave nothing out; and type It yourselft” 


"Yes sir, no avertime secretarial pool.” 
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"Mr. MoTabbish, I think you and I are now ready for a lesson dn the 
what do they call it? = oh yes, the exchange Synthesizer. Mr. Thatcher, if 
you would invite our guests back in, and. excuse yourself, It would be 


appreciated.” 
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C chapter Fourteen > 

"Paul, are you finished yet? Can I read it?" 

"Almost Hon; five more minutes. Say, I left my watch ~ what time ici whe 
SELINA so tbe?” 

“AND, just & sec. 3:15; OK?" 

TOK 

Paul was finished, and he had been for at least 15 minutes. He was 
sitting, staring at the ocean water, after completing the hand written 
report which he had addressed to Governor Martin Burnside. 

His problem was Karen, Up to this point, he had not told her about 
Avery's request, no ~ demand, that she go to work for Mrs, Conner. "How do I 
break this to her?" he wondered. When he explained his meeting with Avery, 
she was still groggy from her trauma attack. So he excused himself from 

Scare NS 


including that, because of her condition. Then he found himself shut away in 


A 


the children's bedroom Writing and rewriting and then finally rewriting a 
Je 
third time the statement. It had been easier to put it off ther face her, 
but time was running out. 
standing up, he stretched his lean frame and picked the note pad and pen 
off the bedspread. "Here goes, he said quietly, taking steps towards the 
door. Opening the door he was startled to find Karen camped right there. 
"Ready?" she asked, 
"Yeh, sure. Mind if I get me a Scotch while you read it?" 
"DO you think you should if you are going back to see Avery at 5?” 
"Oh yeh, well, maybe fust a light one; OK?" 
" 


"You're the one that has to face him, not me. 


"I've been thinking about that.” 
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"About what," 

"About golng alone: maybe you could come with me?” 

“I thought you really liked the man, and you felt good talking with him." 

"I do; but, ahh, I think there's something he needs to discuss with you 
nme 

"Paul, get your Scotch and then come eit by me,” 

Paul looked away from her face knowing she was staring at him and walked 
into the kitchen. Karen now knew what she had Suspected was true; there was 
something more Avery had said to Paul; something important and he hadn't 
told her. She walked to the couch and sat down, pulling her legs up 


underneath her body. She began reading his statement. 


He was taking his time Locating the glass, the ice cubes and finally the 


ecotch; Karen was finished with the first page and half way through the 
second when he finally joined her. 

"OK so far?" 

Karen knew Paul had ta do this statement by himself, She had so wanted to 
ask him to tell her what to say and she would put his statement into better 
English. This was going to the Governor, and even if they never met the man, 

( Ek St-Kkly : : 
she wanted it to read properly. So she was plesantly surprised to find only 
one mis-spelled word on the first page. His style was erratic because he 

we wre 
wrote as he talked; nothing she could do about that. 

"Yeh, it's fine. I know you wrote it!" 

"That bad, huh. Damn, this is the third time I did it; I really screwed 
Up the Tinst itvo.” 


"Paul, It really is OK; there is almost nothing I would correct, so 


far” 
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"Finish it and we'll talk...about it and something else.” 

Paul nervously stood hovering behind the couch and this made Karen 
nervous to have him reading over her shoulder. She bit her lip, finished the 
second page and turned to the last. It was only a third of a page in length. 
AS she finished she raised her hand over her head and Paul reached for it 
With his own. 

"OKy to sit down now?" he asked. 

"Of course,silly; come sit down beside me, or at my feet on the floor if 
you wish.” 

Paul moved around the couch and sat at her feet with his back to the 
couch. 

"Turn around please, so we can talk.” She wanted to see his face as it 
often told her more than his words. 

"Now, that's better. The statement has two mis-spelled words. You can 
correct both without doing it over. And it is complete, and it reads like 
you talk, That's OK; you are not a professional writer. It's better this 
way; it is believeable. If I jazzed it up, it might get a better grade in 
English 1A but It would be less believeable. That’s something I learned 
when I worked for the CBC; go with the real thing, don’t mess with reality." 

Paul smiled up at her. “That's the other thing I wanted to talk with you 
about." | 

"Messing with reality?” 

ENG. ¢iheeCRG sy? 

"i See" she said slovly; “the C BC.” 

"Yeh. Remember when you said we'd both work together on our cabinet 


business here and I agreed?” 
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"That is the deal.” 

"Well, Avery Burgess kind of changed my thinking on that. He says ...he 
says Mrs. Conner would like you to run her radio stations." 

"vou have got to be kidding; this is a joke, right? Me run the radio 
stations for Pauline Conner? Tell me you made this up, or Avery wanted to 
make me laugh!” 

"It's not a joke. He is dead serious. Look, Mrs. Conner has had terrible 
luck with those stations. You know how millions of people used to tune in to 
your 12 noon news from Toronto? Well, I guess her radio stations, being the 
only stations, have the same effect on people here. And she's had bad people 
doing the news and running the atations. Anyhow, Avery practically demanded 
that if I take the position with him that you take a position with Mrs. 
Conner. Damn. What do we do now?" 

"Let me get this straight. Avery told you this is a two person package; 
LiAvouneowoswork for him, OP!2o Lotverk thor MreeConnen:) TPilpwonet ude 
thie, tyoun deal eisorr?° 

"he never said that. I suppose he could say that. He just told me you 
must go to work for Mrs. Conner and he knew, he Just knew you would agree to 
do it. Do you know, can you imagine how hard it is to say ‘no’ to that man?” 

"So this has been worrying you ever since you got back. And you didn't 
know how to tell me this; right?” 

"No, I didn't want to mention it at first because you were weak, then I 
was in there writing. This is the first time we've had a chance to talk 
about it; really}" 

"Really?" 


He 
He laughed. Sas always knew when she had him in a corner and although she 
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usually won these discussions, he enjoyed being kicked around a little in 
the process. Karen could beat you up and you loved every blow. 

"Well, almost really. I guess IT did put off telling you about this." 

Karen now laughed herself and leaned forward to kiss him on his balding 
forehead. Paul just smiled .ee=trimmeef. "She always makes it so easy, and I 
always worry so much. Someday I'l] learn not to worry and just spit out 
these things” he thought to himself. 

“Then let's talk about it, Me first because I have most of the questions. 
Positive; we could use the extra money, sure, But not if we spend it all on 
taking care of the kids in my absence. That has to be worked out. 

Now the negatives since I can't think of any more positives right now. 
First, to do news you have to understand the market, the people, the 
history. I don’t know beang about this place. I can barely spell Turks and 
Caicos and I know almost nobody. I could learn fast but Mrs. Conner might 
not want to wait. Next, I haven't done this in more than ten years; nearly 
12 now that I remember how old Tony is. I might not still be able to do it, 
I had a youthful fire burning in me in Canada and I quit at the top of my 
peers. I'll level with you; it frightens me to death. Third, I'm used to 
having a big support staff and being able to mix with others of my field. I 
don’t pretend to know much about this place, but I have the feeling it would 
be me alone; all alone. I'm not gure I could function without some sounding 
boards. Are you with me so far?" 

Paul was entranced, He was trying to remember when Karen had this much 
fire in her eyes; it was when she was at CBC, 

"OK so far, Please continue” and he pinched her leg to let her Know he 


was right there. 
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"Let me see, where was I. See what happens? I've already lost my train of 


thought. OK, work permit. Look what Just happened to you over a work permit. 


You got yours through political connections and now Avery says you Will 


probably have to run and hide for up to a week before you can come back. IM 


Sure 
deen you don't know, right, about a work permit for me?” 
"Nope. But Tefigure iflaAvery 1s so-aure you Wi lipeoerotwork: Toreurcs. 
Conner, he has that all figured out. That's one of the reasons why J 
suggested you go back with me at 5 so you can ask him (ee ee 
"Paul, let me change the subject just a little. Let me play the Devil's 
Advocate. Ready?” 
He nodded. 


oi 


"We come here on vacation and we fall in love with the place. It's easy 


to do because we are tourists and the only people we talk to treat us like 
tourists. And we are vulnerable; our lives at home have gone down the 
crapper and we don't even realize what easy targets we are. The water's 
crystal clear, the people are friendly, the weather is nice, the beaches are 
white, The signs and the books say this is paradise. And we falls ror Le 


hook, line and so on. 


whieh den’ much ss itell 


"Sey we run back home, sell everything we own ... 
our parents we are going off to this funny jsland, say goodbye to our 
friends and bingo, here we are. 

"Oh yeh, we drag three sweet innocent kids Into our craziness. They are 
uprooted from family, friends and school and dropped down on a white beach 
surrounded by black people they have been taught since early childhood to be 
afraid or suspicious of. Don't deny it. We didn’t do a real good job 


preparing our kids for living In a multi-racial society. 
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"Then we get here and you find out the work you had arranged is upside 
down; right in the middle of some political turmoil we don't understand, and 
nobody wants to explain to us. We also find out, In case you have forgotten 
already, that the lady who was supposed to find us accomodations pretends 
she doesn't know us. And as we snoop around and bump into people, we slowly 
begin to discover that this pretty, charming, idyllic paradise is really 
seething with everything from racial hatred to political unrest. 

"Hell, I wouldn't be surprised if in the next ten minutes a landing barge 
came ashore right in front of our house and 100 U.S. Marines hopped 
out with automatic rifles blasting away. After the Kuwaiti invasion last 
August, I figure there is no longer anyplace in this world where the U.S, 
Marines might not show up without notice.” 

She paused and looked him in the eyes. “Are you going to laugh at me? 

I think your eyes are telling me you think I dropped a piston and I’m not 
hitting tonal iecyvilinders!” 

For once she read his face wrong. He was delighted he could stili do 
thks: 

"Nope, no laughing. I was just thinking that I am listening to that same 
girl I married who used to get all worked up over some politician screwing 
around with his secretary or some construction company selling low strength 
concrete, Remember those days? God, you were a pistol!” 

Karen chose to ignore his memories. 

"Paul, this is serious. At 5 o'clock you and I, the Monastos, have to 
make a decision about this place. If we stay, we accept it, warts and all. 
And I'm willing to bet for every wart we can list now, there are a hundred, 


a thousand more out there waiting to pop up. Or we can get the hell out of 
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here while we still have enough money left to buy a ticket home. 

"Tf we stay here, I think we can count on the roller coaster ride of our 
livea, If you work for Avery and I work for that Conner woman, we'll be 
right in the middle of everything going on. I can feel it. And= 2°11 tell you 
something else I feel. 

"This place is right on the edge of something big. pide, com t Mean the 
economic boom in tourism. Remember what that taxi driver Jack told you? 
There is real strife here, just below the surface. The natives here have 
seen all of these rich, white folks roll in here with big bank accounts. 
They all sit around watching American television and listening to American 
radio. Only a few, like Avery, know what America, or Canada for that matter, 
are really like. The natives have this phony picture of white America, and 
white Canada. They think Bill Cosby represents black America and the 
tourists with their rolls of 100 dollar bills typifies white America. 

I'm no sociologist but I don’t see how they can continue to imitate the 
America and Canada they see on television and develop a wholesome country of 
their own." 

Paul always left the heavy thinking to Karen. His fondest remembrances of 
their courting and early married days were of her locked in dehate with some 
political or business leader in the back CBC radio studios. His wife had an 
natural instinct for the truth and he never ceased to wonder how she could 
race by the chaff and find the kernals in a pile s0 rapidly. | 


"voy think there will be a revolt here, or something?” 


A Sirk CX Ce 2 


pen 


Bae hey, an barely «spe lL Turks and Caicos; remember? I'm smart enough not 
to think anything, yet. But my intuition tells me the foundation this 


1sland, this country, has been built on 1s shakey at best. Tf you want to 
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know more about this place, stick around and ask me again in six months 
time." 

"Does that mean you want to stay?” 

Karen stopped for a minute. “Want to stay? That's tough. I guess I am 
Willing te Stay 1f you aren t arraid to try Jt with me. Bub if you want to 
CO) Ji peck (he bare fOr asi" 

The glass door slid open and three happy, wet, sun-tanned children raced 
into the living room. They were all jabbering at the same time. 

"Hey, one at a time; Tony, you first" commanded Paul. 

"Dad, there is a bi-big fish, I think it's a dolphin, right out there in 
front of our beach. We were swimming and it came up and bumped Camille in 
the behind” he gaia illustrating with his hand on his own rear end. 

"See, see here. It hit me right here,’ glegled the 8 year old. 

"Come now and see it fast before it swims away,” cried Bart. And the 
children raced to the still open door and down to the beach, 

Paul jumped up and extended his hand to Karen. "I think we have our 
answer. Let's go see this dolphin.” 

"T can't remember the last time a dolphin appeared in Lake Ontario on 
December 29th" smiled Karen. "I wonder if Avery arranged to send it around 
terror: Our Ouse, Tlent. tiie Minute!” 


Paul laughed as they tumbled through the open door. "Race you to the 


PEACH 
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Chapter 15 

Avery Burgess is disciplined with a personal rule; he never allows 
himself to consider a deal done until he has a firm handshake, cash in the 
bank, or an ironclad contract. His every day is filled with deals of one 
gort or another. Some people are admitted workaholics; Avery is a non-~ 
admitted deal-aholic. 

After talking with Governor Martin Burnside, he had been tempted to call 
Pauline Conner to tell her the news. But there were loose ends; he needed to 
hear Paul and Karen tell him they would both accept the offers. 

Avery checked his watch; something he did several dozen times each day, 
often subconsciously. There was less than a hour before Paul would return 
with the written statement for Burnside, and hopefully Karen’s agreement, He 
gat under the overhanging cabana roof of the guest and pool house staring at 
grand daughter Rose working with the McClaskeys. They were certain he was 
memorizing every move; in truth his eyes stared but his mind was locked in 
battle miles away. 

He had expected Burnside's agreement to his plan of making an example of 
Minister Harvey. Two aspects of the deal bothered him. First, there was the 
possibility that as Harvey went down the primrose path, chunks of his soon- 
to-be-decaying flesh might end up on Avery's doorstep. When the GDP 
landslided into political power in 1988, Avery retreated Into a shell of 
non-political involvement. When ‘his boys’ were in power, the more business 
oriented NDC or National Democratic Coalition, his own business activities 
and the official acts of government were often so closely intertwined it 
became difficult to separate them. The day the GDP swore itself in before 


Covernor Burnside and assumed the reins of elected government, Avery moved 
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several large fireproof and tamper proof locked file cabinets from his 
private office area into the bomb and storm-proof concrete walled inner 
sanctum of the home office building. Here now rested the business and shadow 
government records of 8 continuous years of the NDC; including the seedy 
weeks surrounding the American arrest and later conviction of his own 
handpicked Chief Minister, Nat Simpson. 

The day of Simpson's incarceration was the most traumatic of Avery's 
life; March 6, 1986. That Nat might be guilty was not in question; Avery 
knew the man's weaknesses. That the British Governor would actually waste 
Simpson to the Americans as a way of sending a strong message to all natives 
was incomprehensible. In Avery's mind, there were a dozen other ways to send 
the same message without setting up Nat for the Americans. The arrest of his 
close friend and protegee warned Avery that anyone, himself included, was 
expendable in the British mind. He developed a brand new regimin of caution 


bes ming 


only minutes after Nat was arrested, His relationship with the 
British government deteriorated rapidly after the Simpson affair and the 
British were keenly aware of this change on Avery's part. Only the 1988 
arrival of Governor Burnside started the healing of this wound; Avery 
suspected Burnside made this healing process a top personal priority. 

The tone of Governor Burnside on the telephone that morning was the 
second thing now bothering Avery. Burnside was always cordial, as indeed he 
was this morning. But seldom as curt or guarded as his tone inferred today. 
The Governor implied they had other indescretions by Harvey as well. The 
Governor suggested that while the Monasto work permit matter might not be 
enough to hang Harvey from the yard arm by itself, when combined with other 


charges the sum of them all would accomplish thelr aim. Now Avery was 
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concerned what those other indescretions might be, and whether he himself 
might be splattered with mud as they surfaced. 


Avery's dislike and contempt for the amateur politicians now in power 


WAS 
wexe well known to Burnside and the other British appointees. The NDP 


'buffoons’, as Avery sometimes labeled them privately, were so careless and 
childlike in their approach to government they embarassed him daily in the 
business world. He calculated their continued presence in government power 
was slowing down the rate of national development by at least 50%. 

So Avery felt alone; caught between the NDP buffoons and the British 
mentality which had wasted a bright but careless former chief minister. 
Avery was not optimistic about the long term viability of his country under 
either of the two; he trusted neither. And his mind constantly searched for 
some logical direction his island of Portobello could move to become free of 
both. 

Tf he had reached this state of mind ten years prior, he might have 
gathered up his family and flown to the United States where their American 
passports would guarantee them a life of reasonable freedom and modest 
luxury. Today, in 1990, his assets here were so large he could no longer 
afford to simply walk-away. He often asked himself "And if I did such a 
thing, taking with me perhaps ten million in cash, how would I feel about 
leaving behind all of the real estate, businesses and successes I have built 
here?" The answer was always the same. "Portobello igs mine; no~place else in 
the world will ever be, no matter how much cash we have.” No, Avery Burgess 
and family could not slip away; the deal making that counted was a eile tS 
island. No place else on earth would ever compare. 


Water splashed on his arms; it was Rose running towards him from the 
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poolwilnPa, Oharesheseried “did you see me dive? Susie says I am better each 
day; do you think so?” and she threw her wet arms around her grandfather. 

"OF course I do Rose” he beamed, “You are going to be the first Olympic 
Champion, ever, from the Turks and Caicos Isiands!” 

And he quickly thought to himself ‘And that's one thing I could never say 
if we fled to America.’ 

4 few hundred yards away from Avery's pool, Karen and Paul were settling 
the children down to the Disney Channel. Five o'clock was fast approaching. 
“naddy and I will be just a little while; not more than an hour. OK?” 

Only Tony answered. "We'll be alright, Mom; good luck.” 

Karen ran her hand through his tossled hair and smiled back. 

Hien, Monasto, detts do iti’ and she grabbed Paul's hand and 
yanked towards the doorway. Paul resisted the tugging but followed along 

Sf 
obadiently. 

The door was closing behind them as he spoke, 

“rT know we've decided to do this, but I'm sti bin not sure-" he beran. 

"We are sure; IJ am sure and so are you. This igs going to be fun; remember 
how excited we were about coming here? Well, we did it and now we are simply 
sliding some new pieces into the puzzle. Hey, we knew this wasn't going to 
be Toronto!” 

The walk from Golden Shores unit 7 to Avery's front gate passed in 
stlence, Burgess's estate was surrounded, tn the style of Miami wealthy 
suburbs, with a tall 8 foot concrete and stone fence. The fence and the 
usually open ornamental black wrought tron gates were more for show than 

MoRE 
security. Although the grounds were now planted, Avery had extensive plans 


to complete this area with a tropical jungle flavor. The size of the four 
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building complex was impressive but lacked the look of completion or warmth, 

Under their feet the crunch of compressed sand gave away to the firmness of 

poured concrete as they passed through the gate. Karen was struck by 

the simplicity; ‘This place has great potential’ she thought to herself. 
MotioveD 

"Thig way" abd Paul, grabbing her hand and leading her around to the 
left. They could hear voices from behind the house. As they came closer, a 
young girl with an accent was shouting "Pa, Pa... watch me!”. 

Avery saw Karen and Paul come around the house and he waved them to go 
into the office area. He stood only feet from a temporary diving platform 
hastily assembled under Doctor McClaskey's direction just prior to 
Christmas. At the door to the office, Karen pulled on Paul's hand to stop so 
she could watch the girl dive. A white lady and a white man, both very 
athletic looking, stood on either side of the platform. The lady was giving 
instructions,which Karen could not hear, to the young black girl. 

Finally, the girl approached the edge of the platform, assumed a position 
and froze. There were more instructions from the white lady; then silence, 
The girl, who appeared to be about Bart's age, glided from the platform and 
her body broke the surface of the pool with hardly a ripple. Both white 
people broke into applause as the young girl surfaced and Avery joined the 
Clapping. Then he gave a thumbs up signal to the girl, and smiling widely 
strode to the Monastos. 

"Good afternoon" he greeted. Paul opened the door to enter the building. 
"My grand daughter aspires to be an Olympic class diver" he continued. 
"That's Doctor McClaskey from the University of Michigan and his wife Susie 

helping her with the fine points,” 


'McClaskey?' thought Karen to herself. That was a familiar name. 
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"Why do I think McClaskey rings a bell?” Karen asked, 

"Susie was on the U.S. Olympic team once” Avery began, "Since then she 
has been an Olympic coach for the USA, ‘Doc’ is the swim team coach at 
Michigan.” 

"I would say your grand daughter is very fortunate to have such skilled 
help” suggested Karen. Paul squeezed her hand: a signal to cut out the talk 
and get inside. They all entered and followed Avery to his office. The rest 
of the building appeared to be empty of people. As they walked Paul studied 
Closely the layout. This morning he had seen graphic examples of why Burgess 
wanted him on the island. Still, his trained eye as a carpenter told him 
something else was unusual about this building. For openers, the outside 
bulk didn't quite match the space he could see inside. 

"Three rooms?” he asked as they took chairs. 

“Here?” asked Avery. 

ese Nation Taine.” 

Avery smiled showing his sizeable picture perfect front teeth. "Well, 
yes. There is an office for the accountants, my son's office and this one.” 

"It just seems larger from the outside.” 

"There are some sizeable storage closets; a business such as this 
generates no end of paperwork, even though we have no tncome tax or 
government reports to file at year end,” 

Karen Was now anxious to get on with the conversation they came here to 
hold, "Mr. Burgess-." 

"Please, Avery.” 

"Avery, Paul has explained everything to me and I came over with him 


because there are some questions I have-." 
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"of course, I was pleased to see you come around the corner with your 
husband. Now, what are your questions?” 

"r4Hrst, I have barely met Mrs. Conner and that was at church, I think I 
should do this and talk with her before I make up my mind.” 

"Of course; I anticipated that. Let me explain my position in this 
matter. Pauline Conner is a close friend and one of the best business people 
on this island. I have great respect for her business abilities, Through the 
island grape vine, she is aware of your background and some of the 
circumstances of your arrival, But I would not presume to speak for her; the 


radio stations are hers to run 4s she chooses. I want Paul to work for me; 


ran 


and, aS Pauline’s friend, I am trying to help her with a management problem 
at the stations. I know if the role were reversed, she would help me in the 
same way. When you are ready to see Pagiine. i. calivner. 

"Mr. Burgess, ahhh Avery ... is Paul's job in any way dependent upon 
my taking the radio Job?" 

The woman's eyes bored through him. Avery Was caught unprepared by her 
directness, He paused before answering, and Karen noticed. Paul was 
fidgeting in his chair. His wife's directness never surprised him, butele 
did sometimes make him nervous. 

"Karen, each of you 18 a separate person. There are two, unrelated 
positions here offered. I do think your family would be much happier if both 
you and Paul were working; it can be very expensive to live on this island 
and I'd hate to lose Paul because the expenses here were too great,” 

Karen smiled. She'd have to rise much earlier in the morning to catch 
Avery Burgess the way she so easily trapped Paul. 


"Then my final question. Paul, rather we, are in this situation because 
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of his work permit being granted through political channels. I believe I do 
understand government is issuing no new work permits, Paul says you 
promised him his own work and residency permit; but what about my work 
permit? Has anyone thought about that?" 

Now it was Avery's opportunity to smile. He cupped his hands together on 
the desk and leaned forward in the chair. 

“You are very thorough Karen. I can see why your reputation in journalism 
is so good. Yes, your work permit has been thought of; and dealt with. Mrs. 
Conner's radio station manager permit does not specify a particular person. 
As long as she releases the present manager before you begin work, you will 
be legal. You must still take the medical exam and fill out the normal 
immigration department papers, of course. Mrs.Conner will help you with 
salen ses 

"Good. I am satisified with the answers. Paul, have I missed anything?” 

Paul coughed. He was still nervous. 

COnene;Senae sorte: 

"Then what is our answer, Paul?" 

He reached into his pocket for the folded set of three pages passing them 
to Avery. "This is my statement. Do you want to check it over?" 

"T will read them but if you are satisified with the words you have 
written, I’m sure ... the Governor will also be." He leaned back in his 
chair and frowned. Paul had seen the same look during their morning 
meeting. 

"Tomorrow ig Sunday. Karen, I will arrange a meeting for tomorrow or 
Monday with Pauline. Paul, this statement" and he raised the three folded 


sheets of paper "will go directly to Governor Burnside Monday. You should 
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report. to Larry Harvey's place of business Monday morning just as if none of 
this bad happened; or was happening. I believe you all plan to stay here 
until the 3rd; that's next Friday. I suggest Karen that you keep a low 
profile until after you have moved. Paul, it would not be wise for Larry 
Harvey to know you are staying here. There should be no connection between 
us uUntiloaften your trip to. Florida;, OK?” 

"Ves, but the shop will surely want to know where to reach me?” 

"ahh yes. I suggest you tell them you won't have a permanent place to 
stay until next Friday and then make sure they understand you will be at the 
Whitebourn home; that is it, isn’t it?” 

Paul looked at Karen; his eyes said ‘Is that the name?'. She picked up 
the cue, 

"ves, that’s the one. I'd like to get in there sooner, as much as we 
enjoy Golden Shores, Maybe J111 Murphy can speed it up?” 

"It probably depends upon when David and Petula are leaving for the 
States; 2 can check on. thab for. yous 

"Tf you would; I planned to ask Jill in church tomorrow morning.” 

‘Church?’ Paul turned quickly to Karen, She chose to ignore his stare. 

"T think we should get back to our children, Avery, your help with our 
problems has made all of the difference. Without it, we would be out of here 
on the first airplane to Toronto. Paul and I don't know how to thank you-." 

Avery pushed himself up from the chair with some obvious difficulty. 

Paul and Karen stood as well, 

"Thank me in six months after you are settled in; for now, Paul is going 

to help me solve a big problem, And you will do the same for Pauline. Being 


helpful is good; but this is a two way street-.” 
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Karen pushed her two hands together and rubbed; smiling. 

"Yes, one hand washes the other hand!" 

Avery broke into a smile, laughed, and shook his head. 

"You two, and your children, will be a blessing to our community. Thank 
you for coming to see me.” And they were dismissed, 

Neither Paul nor Karen said a word until they felt the crunch of sand 
beneath their feet. 

"You had me worried a couple of times, especially when you asked him if 
my job depended on your taking the radio station job" Paul began. “Why did 
you do that?” 

Karen stopped walking and Paul took 4 couple of steps before realizing he 
was alone, 

"Honesty. I wanted Avery to know I am not afraid of the truth. I didn’t 
Wish there to be any misconceptions. He 1s bright enough to realize we had 
to connect the two together, Frankly, his answer was imprecise; almost like 
a politician taking a question and then answering something totally 
unrelated. I didn't expect him to flat out admit to me he saw us as a 
package; but I want him to know we think he sees us this way. Now he's on 
notice and he'll think about that." 

"J guess I just don't want to make any waves; you know, get people upset 
with us" Paul explained, "I think sometimes you have to swallow hard and do 
what somebody wants." 

"Sometimes, but not this time. I like to know the ground rules. Now Avery 
knows my rules," 

"Say, what was that about church tomorrow. We hadn't talked about that, 


you know!" 
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"You can't tell me you didn't enjoy going to church last sunday?" 

"I did, But I'm not ready to agree to go back to COUT Ch ny Ole KOCWEne 
regular. Last Sunday was special, but every sunday?" 

"I think it is important we try to look like the perfect family here, at 
least in the beginning, Church would help, and I know you noticed how Mrs. 
Conner sort of runs it, I have the feeling if we SUppOL i ner venurch. 1510 
get along much better with her.” 

Paul was shaking his head. And he was Setting anery as Karen could tell. 

“ihere you go; it iS not Mrs. Conner’s Church, it is the catholic church! 
And that’s one of the reasons why I ran away from home and the church when I 
waS 16, My family never called the church ‘our church’; it was always Father 
O"Malley’s church. As if he owned £t or something. And we did everything for 


Father O'Malley, not the church or ourselves. I don't like it~." 


had never spoken much about his church feelings, She knew how involved he 
had been aS an altar boy and server but he never confided his real reasons 
for running away from it all, Now she was beginning to see... 
Kaiow #, 

"I'm sorry honey. I didn't reerkeee. Look, let me at least take the kids 
tomorrow, OK? I still think it is the best thing to do." 

Paul took both of her hands in his own and gazed at her face, He now 
realized he had brought to the surface an old wound. It was Dainty) for Him, 
and for Karen as well, 


“Let's get back to the kids; it's almost dinner time." 


Polly Conner’s dinner meal was smorgasboard style. Her holiday ZUeSLS, 


save one, would be leaving on the Sunday afternoon plane. Maryanne, Julian 


oat 


‘yf wm, 
~ ‘ 7 
\ : 
% , i 
i i 
“1 
“I 
a Le ie ; : - 
. . a ts 2 ® 
4 volves JMibib vou <n Tiger pei" = 7 
: a a a 
7 a Ls : ey ars? ie 
1 . ‘3 0) 9679 Of VbRaes Jot wl mee ae 7 Pee 
? Hue SS ’ ar; i i j ms 
P . _ a f @ 
AM Peri we tnd ,Taknews 64 mwwk keel alee io 
| Dh | Cus Ow ansatinl h: ae BS: Rd 
i ue 
blucw Hi ath Enel wna: GS amet 4 
; ane ni 7 a) sath Vo Tate tenia 
. : ; : ay AV 
2 eae oa lnd “ikem BASlS JOR 
i Pe § ay as 2 2 ie i Lan rs : Faehe Ae ies 
} ~ aA 
=. “4 1 r 2 : 54 =hae ; , se oH 7 
a a 
J : Wy mod ty 06 ong 2 “tena fei 
» M 4, 
: : ; ges ei tas® ae Al 4ey 
nh ws. 
i j 2 p f ‘ ett > : 4 hee ee ful 2°’ > 4 i ty 
. A j ¥ a, 
; ' ° 7 (ates eft we Je) artss 
: re SLE Y 4 ay (a) [Mae Daren BAN GATE A 
cit A taas ONS Fiyours Seo ime “xe 1 bad 
ert tx ‘aves Bat vod ote Wa. pe pga bed 
me Babee F Fs it et) th er : 
: } ann? felt ol? wae an pean 1Oy 
= : 1> , fi 
tive : Ay , 
a oe } ' \ .., Sere chia f° .v¥aiod wre mit” 
: i heid vee? oie Oh Fe atdy Lita Va le xIond 
to ert. 2é 3° Doe He Bit Of eirelh Dat te je sins le i 
7 ms & a ee 7% * ; wy 
ve ata 4.3) .bovos BS. e eee vue ens On rigenie her bis beh in 
i? , - . i: K it 
j i : ri i 
| a “on a od ” vei “10 be 
ve ; Lo i ir. Te Mar ead 
| ae ie soe Jeon Le nea ie eh ‘ody ay 
i i { | sy ve + 
rid ‘ va ay Q ( pe” 47 
; ve bit 
iaaus vabttod ‘ah rien enter 


my 


ehugicaatl OOREG. coors \ 


J “aN 
i 
J 
at 
_ ’ (fa 7 Igy 
' o% Ww _ és q 
q J ] : 
7 , volt 


and Wanda had insisted they be allowed to help with the final supper. Trudy 
Wigh had dragged her husband down the beach to Club Med for a final look at 
the naked bodies adorning the sand. 

Amidst the babble of four women engaged in the preparation of a sizeable 
meal Polly detected the jingle of a telephone. Halfway between her office 
and bedroom, she excused herself and headed for the office phone. It was the 
yellow phone blinking as she entered the room. 

"Polly here, she responded, picking up the instrument. 

"Pauline, I have good news! the voice began. Polly smiled to herself 
recognizing Avery's deep tones. 

"tr haven't heard from you in days; I thought you might have forgotten me” 
she teased, 

"are you fishing again?” he teased back. "OK, I could have called you 
several times to give you a running account of our deal's progress, But in 
this case I thought it best to wait until we had a done-deal,” 

"Tell me more" she enthused, sitting down on her high backed office chair 
after scooping a cat from the seat. 

"Karen Monasto has agreed to come to work for you. But, she wants to talk 
vithevrotabout, tia ivst = 

Polly could not control a nervous laugh and a feeling of considerable 
excitement. 

"T didn't expect you to act as my employment. agency. How did it happen? 
How did you do it?" 

"A long story. I think it best I save it for now, Let's just say I have a 
new employee and you do too. Can you see her tomorrow?" 


"That's tough. I have church in the morning, after that J want to stop at 
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the agency office. And then I have house guests, let's see .., 8 in all, to 
BO Taniner airport. owesyil know wArver the plane, [could see her in the 
afternoon.” Her eyes twinkled as she thought of her plans for the evening. 

"Why don't you call her and arrange 1t.? She's at 4274, our unit 7-.” 

CLO?" 

"Yes. And one more thing. Before you see her, I think we should talk, in 
person, for a few minutes. She is a very bright lady and you should be 
forewarned.” 

"You have some examples to relate?” 

"Yes, but only in person.” 

Polly heard the tone of apprehension in Avery’s voice. 

"Might she be too bright?" 

"Nothing you can’t handle, my dear. Let me suggest however you will never 
have a problem with the news being improperly reported again. She won't make 
the mistakes others have done.” 

Polly was intrigued, 

"Suppose I come by at say 8 in the morning, on the way to church?” 

"That will be fine; see you then.” 

"God bless. x and the dial tone returned. 

vi 

Polly could barely contain herself. A white cat had nuzzzled back to her 
lap as she talked with Avery. Setting the telephone down she grabbed for the 
docile animal and twirled it above her head, Caught unaware, the cat 
shrieked and Polly could not help but laugh aloud. She dropped the animal 
back in her lap and picked up the phone again. She dialed; 4274, 

“Helio, this is Camille, said the little voice. "Can I help you?” 


"Oamille, this 1s Pauline Conner. May I speak with your mother please?" 
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Polly could her the muffled voice of the girl against other sounds. 

"Momnven Lt. 1S Toreyvouzairee Conner, © 

Polly heard Paul's voice say something but the only word she caught was 
‘fast’, Then the sound of the phone handset being laid down on tile. 
Presently she heard Karen's voice. 

"Mre. Conner, this its Karen,” 

"Good evening Karen. I am sorry to bother you at dinner time but Avery 
Burgess has just told me the good news. Could we get together tomorrow 
afternoon?" 

"Ves, of course. What time and where should I meet you?” 

"Let's say 4 and how about here; my house will be ...almost empty and we 
shouldn’t be disturbed. Do you know where my house 1s?” 

Karen was smiling to herself, Anyone who had been here even two days knew 
the Conner estate; there was only one private home directly on Grace Bay and 
it was a landmark for landlubbers and sailors alike. 

"ves, of course. 4 then; should I bring anything with me?” 

Polly wanted her alone, not with family or husband. But perhaps? 

"No, come alone. Unless you happen to have any examples of your work in 
Canada?" 

Karen had saved one reel of tape, a composite from some of her best 
investigative newscasts. It was the only ‘work’ momento she had held onto. 
through the move. 

"I may have a tape of some newscasts but I'm afraid it will be on the 
reel to reel format. Do you have-?” 


¢ 


"Please bring it along. I have a reel to reel machine here someplace,’ 


44 


"Until tomorrow - 
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"-at 4; good evening.” 

"Oh, wait. I'll see you in church tomorrow morning also!" 

Polly's eyes chattered with a fervor. ‘A new, permanent church family!’ 
flashed through her mind. 

"Wonderful; see you in church; good“bye.” 

The phone back in the cradle, Polly sat stroking her furry laptop 
companion, ‘This could be an excellent year’s end' she tald herself, 
"Getting a true professional tnto the radio station slot will really help 
me. And I am about to have 4 days alone with a 17 vear old male who fairly 
explodes through his polyester swim trunks!'. Her hands were wet from 
perspiration at the fantasy of what could be ahead. The cat scattered as she 
Stood and reached to straighten her loose skirt. There was a familiar 


wetness between her legs as she stopped in the bathroom before returning to 


the kitchen. 


~end 15/ 
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Chapter Sixteen 


Cable and Wireless engineer John Brown arrived at the Grand Turk ALrOOre 
ce jerd4 
just as the Sunday morning sun was peeking through a pink cloud bank lying 
on the horizon to the east. He carried a small tool box fitted with test 


equipment, His traveling companion, Reggie Seybold, was dressed in a khaki 


colored cotton suit of the cut and style Brits of nobility wore in Africa. 
He did not look like a telephone technician and when C&W boss Robin Lewster 
arrived minutes later there was infuriated anger. 

"Nobody dresses like that here.” he told Seybold. “You stand out like a 
person draped in a British flag!” 

seybold was not accustomed to being dressed down by a bush league 
telephone company bureaucrat. "Who the hell are you to tell me how to 
dress?" he shot back, 


Lewster gazed about to see who was within earshot. The airport was 
OF the $4n2e Hine 7 
aH ij y 


deserted save for a Haitian sweeping and mopping the floor, Lewster motioned 
for Seybold to follow him towards a corner of oe eet le was NOt 
yet open so they could continue in privacy, 

"We've gone to some trouble to disguise you as a telephone techniclan’ he 
began. "And you show up looking like Terry Thomas dressed for an African 
Safari movie. The whole idea is for you to blend in, and nee attract 
attention. I cannot allow you to travel to Portobello dressed like that. 
Everyone who sees you today will remember you!” 

seybold was taken back; he knew Lewster was probably right. But the 
safari suit had looked so dashing in the London shop window, and, afterall 
the British West Indies or Africas, wern't they about the same? 


"Can we afford the time for me to go back and change?" he asked. 
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"We can't afford not to; was the curt response. 

Brown handed over their joint Kitina hotel room key and Lewster 
passed over his company car keys, 

Saucy back," Lewster urged. 

Oable and Wireless had arranged for a private charter for the two men. 
The pilot did agree to be on hand at sun-up. Fifteen minutes after sun-up, 
only Lewster, Brown and the Haitian floor cleaner were at theiairpert.. 

Lewster sat silently with Brown after Seybold left, wondering if his 
outburst might come back to haunt him. ‘He is here to help me, he thought. 
'T was the one who went to our legal department for their Gereement | ve 
needed a knowledgeable attorney here to witness everything going ont, and to 
provide expert legal testimony if this matter comes to court, I hope I have 
not made him angry: well, too angry!’ 

"Did I do wrongly?" he asked of Brown. The engineer was lost in his own 

ch 
engineering thoughts and tees puzzled look told Lewster he should try again. 

"Sending him back to change; was that wrong?” 

"Oh no, I think not. I did wonder about his dress when he pulled that 
suit from his locker this morning. Perhaps I should have said something?” 

"No, you are just the engineer. Nobody expects you to be sensitive to 
dress matters,” 

A more sensitive man would have been offended at Lewster’s curt put down, 
Brown was not; be had been an engineer all of his adult life and was 
accustomed to hig station in life. He earned good money and he traveled the 
world. He didn't pretend to understand the management end of the telephone 
business; he tolerated those who did. 


"Hey Mister telephone; mornin’ !" 
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A thin, short black man dressed in a white shirt with make believe 
military stripes on the shoulders was walking through the airport building 
door. Here, at last, was the tardy pilot. Robin Lewster made an obvious 
POinw ofl studying nis watch, 

"Me late?" smiled the pilot. “Big party last night, plenty girls." 

And holding his head between his hands and shaking it, "Plenty rum too!” 
Lewster was not interested in the man's extra~-cirricularactivities, 
eyes, youeare behind schedule. 1t“s a’ good thing I don’t run the 

telephone company like you run your airline." 

"rive minutes” smiled the pilot. “You ready?” 

Lewster lied. "Yes; quite. Please speed it up!” 

The pilot disappeared through the building and presently they heard a 
single engine Cessna warming up. Simultaneously Seybold pulled up in front 
of the building and pqpped from the car. Now he was dressed in a scottish 
plaid shirt and new designer blue jeans. Lewster was still not pleased, but 
he decided against mentioning his displeasure. 

"Right. away, he called and motioned for Brown to follow him with Seybold 
to the tarmac and the waiting Cessna. 

Reaching the plane, Lewster huddled with the two giving final 
instructions under the roar of the engine. 

"Remember" he yelled at Brown "2777; just one word, yes. No more. 

Then a call to me in similar fashion." He rather fancied the Governor's 

sense of the melodramatic. "The pilot will wait for you at the airport. 

A blue-grey van with the keys under the floormat awaits you. Talk to no-one, 

document everything, disturb nothing. Understood?" 


Both men nodded. Qne-by-one” hey climbed into the tiny four Seater 
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aircraft and were off. Lewster looked at his watch; 6:30 AM, 


Polly Conner's alarm radio ppbped on at 6:30 AM. Of her four stations, 


he 
she preferred the easy listening format to awaken ae unless of course she 


was sharing her bed. Then she was more thoughtful of the type of music her 


companion might prefer. This morning she was alone. 


Three cats stirred as the music came on. At first Polly curled into a 


ball, very aware she was alone. As her mind began to function, she rolled 


over to Survey the bedroom creating a series of mental notes. 


‘The cats will have to be shut up in the den tonight; young Shawn has 


shown an aversion to my lap pets. Lannie has been told to place the royal 
SsiLic 
blue pater sheets on the bed. To that I must add a complete change of the 


bathroom, A short, white, cotton robe will be placed over the Chat Gioia de. 


side of the bed. Neil Diamond tapes must be loaded into the cassette 


player. ' 
With a burst of energy Polly shot from the bed and rushed to her 


hathroom. In the back of her mind she had designed and redesigned this 


bath dozens of times, trying to fit a hot tub into the floorplan, After 


Bill’s death she + ripped out his shower and replaced it with a larger 


unit featuring twin spray heads and a molded seat. This had been 4 


disappointment to her; the seat was too shallow for a man to balance her on 


his lap and the shower heads were too high for proper body excitation. 
Many of her closeted~videotape movies prominently featured two or three 
people sharing a hot tub. One day she intended to find out if hot water 
bubbling about the body was as exciting as a moucneul or shot water: 
Scrubbing her teeth she slowed down to read her own handwriting from a 


she had pinned to the mirror just before ret net Ne 
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‘NO. 1 - Avery mae 7274S BM 

NOPache Churches: 45 

"NO, 3 ~- Travel Agency 11 AM 

“NOQN4es! Home/Lunch!1 2730 

NOD Sie eTown irpen, i645 

"NO. 6 - Karen M. 4PM 

UNG. *¥e=es/ Dimmer 7PM’ 

Polly turned on the water and carried her plans for the 7 PM dinner under 
the twin showerheads, 

‘Shawn is staying because I talked Wanda and Jim into allowing him to go 
directly back to the University of Maryland from here; January 2nd. I have 
suggested he move out of the apartment down to one of the guest rooms here 
in the house, so he won't feel so alone.’ 

She pinched her liposuction restructured buttox to test the flab content. 
‘Still solid’ she mused. Generous amounts of lather now covered her chest 
from neck to low abdomen hair line. Her medical ly-enlarged breasts sew more 
than filled her hands, and finger tips rubbed gently as swirls of soap 
foamed around hardened nipples. 

"Shawn has shown little Interest in me, personally; but then I am older 
than his mother. Oddly’ she thought ‘he has also shown no real interest in 
the topless Club Med extroverts that steadily parade by my beachside 
cabana,’ 

"Perhaps I am over-estimating his interest in women, or my appeal for 
such a young man. His is but 17!° This thought concerned her greatly and she 
quickly rinsed the suds from her body, reaching for a towel and shutting 


NACE aa \ 
down the water flow. The clock said nearly 7 AM. Instinctively she went to 
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the bedroom to turn up the radio volume, 

“Good morning. It is 7 aM in the Turks and Caicos Islands and this is 
Robert Manchester with the Sunday morning news." 

Karen rolled over in bed is disbelief. Yes, the clock did say 7 AM. She 
had not slept well and not anxious to leave her bed. 

"An automobile and rental scooter accident last evening in Blue Hills has 
left a Haitian worker critically injured at the Portobello Health Medical 
Center. Doctor Habiss reports the man, 32 year old Abdon St. Pierre, 
suffered massive internal injuries including a partially collapsed lung. 
PHMC is holding the man until his condition is stable enough to allow air 
transport to: Haitd for additional medical care,” 

‘Damo Manchester’ thought Polly to herself, pulling on a See iter many 
eimesi havens told that fool, to mever startoff the news with.a. traffic 
accident. Tourists come here to escape, not be reminded of the ugly side of 
life!’ 

"Provo's hotels continue this morning to be under Intense pressure as the 
island goes into its second week with more tourists than tourist beds. More 
than 800 people left the island on Saturday flights but the immigration 
department reports slightly more than this, 842 by their count, came in on 
the same planes. Restaurants have been exceedingly busy all week and dining 
reservations are recommended, especially for tonight since many restaurants 
are closed on Sundays.” 

"Peter, I am getting the children up. Peter - did you hear that item? 
Peter?" 

"Club Med is holding a public soccer match this afternoon at 3 PM on 


their sports field just south of club grounds. Last Sunday's event attracted 
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~~? “Karen, did you hear that? Karen?” 


a crowd of nearly 600 lécal residents as the lécal boys captained by 
sargeant Baptiste of the police department fought a valiant but losing 
battle to the Club's G.0. team. If you plan to attend today, we recommend 
you show up no later than 2:30 PM to gain entry to the normally closed club 
grounds, " 

Polly was pulling her dress down over her head. ‘At least he remembered 
to plug the club’s activity. Thank God in a week or so he'll be gone...1 
hope!’ 

"WIV sources in Grand Turk report there may soon be government sanctions 
against Cable and Wireless. Two weeks ago Chief Minister Orville Smythe 
charged the British government with tapping his phones, and assigning 
undercover people to trail him. Smythe's public affairs officer late 
saturday revealed to WIV news there 1s evidence of phone tapping by Cable 
and Wireless and he intends to bring charges against the company on Monday 


morning.” 


Polly stood In shock before her full length mirror. Only two weeks prior 
her station had broadcast a news item of a similar nature. She had been 
called on the carpet by the Chief Secretary, ep csce eet ie Governor, when 
she returned from her Christmas shopping trip. And Sh read the riot act 
to Manchester. 

‘I told him to never, never broadcast an item such as that again without 
checking with me first. Now here it is again. And it 1s obvious where it 
Started; he practically said Smythe's office planted the story.' 


"God help me to get through this until Karen goes to work" she pleaded 


outloud. 
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Polly was not the only person who reacted violently to the news Item. 


di aCe 
Yovernor Martin Burnside's blood was boiling as he-Feeebed SEES Te 8 his 


telephone. 

"Jeremy~." 

aeneard sib.” 

"What now?” Base kay, 

< a BLK 

"I'd say our time table may change. Sheutd I meet you in the office?” 

"No, come here. I’1ll send Mindy to church with John," 

Less than a mile away Larry Harvey’s telephone rang as well. 

"YOu 14eten news" the voice said to a groggy Harvey. 

"What news?” | 

"WIV, They say the CM bring charges on Cable Wireless ‘morrow morning. 
He have evidence they tap phones.” 

"Christ. Get ever here. Now.” 

The charter flight was receiving landing instructions from the Portobello 
tower. 

"Ahhh Roger 43-zeroa. Wind from the east southeast at ten, pressure 29 
point 95 and rising. Approach from the west on runway 17, You are clear to 
land." 

The amall Cessna aligned with the 8,000 foot runway and gently touched 
down. More than 1,000 feet from the turn off to the parking area it rolled 
to a near stop and began moving again, making the sharp left turn towards 
the terminal building. The pilot manuevered the plane to a parking area, 
checked his instruments and advised the tower he would be on the ground for 


Yup to four hours*, The engine shut down, Seybold and Brown climbed out with 


their instrument box. 
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Walking through the nearly deserted terminal to the street side parking, 


Brown spotted the promised blue-grey van, Under the floormat, the keys. 


"All aboard?" he said to Seybold. 


"So this is Portobello?" 


"Part of it; i1t°S about 4 15 minute ride to the Stubbs Road exchange.” 


Avery Burgess was pacing in his office when Polly arrived. She had pulled 


through the gates and parked adjacent to his garage. Ignoring the 


9 a waking household, a she went directly to his office. 
} 
PAVECYa © 


+? 


eraiine, come Ing ‘backenere: 


Through the open door she could see his concerned expression. 


the few times in their acquaintance, he didn't smile at her. 
"Something is wrong Avery; what is it?" 
"Did you hear your own newscast this morning?" he began. 


"Yeer andi.” 


sounds of 


For one of 


"Never mind, it’s too late now. I'm more concerned about the story than 


the fact your station broadcast it; for now. Something big is happening, and 


eden KNOWS Te tater? 


"What do you mean something big?" 
CUCHL. 


Avery threw his (caution to the winds \and gave Polly a detailed account of 


his Saturday morning telephone call to the Governor, 


“And you think Minister Harvey is somehow involved in this phone tapping? 


Do you really think there is such a thing? I just thought it was more of 


smythe’s paranola-" 


"I hope that is all it is. But if we have phone tapping, and Harvey is 


involved, we could have a full scale explosion on our hands.” 
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"why don't you call Burnside-~. 

"To be honest with you, I am afraid to use the phone! If phones are being 
tapped, mine would be prime targets, especially if someone like Harvey is 
behind it, You know about his background?” 

“Noes 

"Ten years ago he was the first telephone company employee on this 
island. He and Bill were friends, although not close as I recall. I think he 
hune around Bilt hoping for’a job with the TV stations.” 

"Tl didn't realize that." Now Polly was thinking about how she used the 
phone, and all of the business deals she discussed. "God, if my lines are 
tapped..." | 

"Exactly. Even if there 18 no truth to this at all, there are dozens, 
hundreds of people all over this island right now who are sweating. You 
know, that was a stupid thing to broadcast-.” 

Polly tried to explain to Avery the safeguards she had put into place 
after the last such episode. "I was home all evening and Manchester could 
have reached me with no effort. I wonder if he does things like this on 
purpose, to make me angry? It is obvious the CM considers him an important 
outlet to plant stories.” 

" Well, that brings us to Karen. I know you have to get to church so I'll 
make this brief. She is very bright and she can read your mind. You really 
have to think before you answer her; she is always one or two questions 
ahead of you when she asks one.” | 
"Tl lived with Bill for three years; I have some experience-” 

“Tt told her your work permit 1s for the job, not for a person. So she 


knows you can fire Manchester and put her on with short notice. Remember 
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however that she will need to get a medical check and fill out the 
immigration department papers.” weed dea) a beeani. 

"There is something else, I can tell-." 

"Yes, two more things. I have never tried to tell you how to run your 
radio stations. I will not do so now. But I would like to have Karen for 
about a day when she starts so I can plant some history and perspective in 
her mind before she goes on the air. You know, from the ‘native’ viewpoint?” 

"That is a very kind offer. I plan to do the same but it would be so much 
better coming fram you. Agreed. And the last thing?” 

"Her salary. I think she should be paid the same thing you pay 
Manchester.” 

"But he is alone and she has Paul's income as well-.” 

"Pauline, she will quickly find out how much Manchester has been getting. 
Don't start her off at any less, it will come back to hurt you.” 

“jihave never turned avay from your advice; OK, It'll do it.” 

Meoodveiri. Novyerun to church and check with me later today. if I know 
more about this telephone thing, I'll suggest you come by to see me in 
person,” 

Polly took his large hands and squeezed hard. "God bless Avery.” 

He squeezed back and smiled at her, ‘Yes, you will make some billionaire 


a fine wife one of these oe) he thought to himself. 


Brown and Seybold were approaching the Stubbs Road exchange. A slzeable 
red and white painted steel tower laced scat eee dishes stood tall 
above the concrete block building. They had rode most of the way without 
speaking; Seybold had asked a few questions about the WIV tower and 


aS THEY Passed, 
satellite dishes and then seemed lost in thought. 
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"This 1s our best installation) Brown began as they pulled off the rutted 
road onto the rock strewn driveway. "We went digital here first, and then 
this spring we changed the others over as well. You know that it's because 
these are digital that the exchange synthesizer works in this system? If 
these were still analog, the synthesizer wouldn't function." 

The discussion was definently too technical for the lawyer. He grunted 
and nodded that he understood. 


"“Oan you grab the test box?” Brown asked shutting the van's engine down. 


THE <n 


Seybold reached for it behind the seat and joined Brown at the building. 3s 
heavily laden chain was dangling Sees tried to locate the proper key. 

Once inside Brown had a thought. 

"T'm going back outside to move the van behind the building. That way 
nobody will see we are here; just In case." And he went back outside to 
eterna 

Seybold had been an attorney for Cable and Wireless i5 years. He joined 
them fresh out of University and had grown up within the firm dealing mostly 
with government contracts and negotiations. His favorite Cable and Wireless 
‘city* was Hong Kong, although his last visit there had been a sad one when 
he realized the colony was accelerating into the dis-engagement mode as 1997 
approached. 

Brown came back through the door, shut it, and and motioned for Reggie to 
follow him. 

"In a digital exchange, all of the connections are done with printed 
cirouit connectors. On Grand Turk I found small diameter wires slipped in 
under the PC connectors to make the illegal tap. Since there are so few real 


wires left in the equipment racks anymore, these tap wires stand out like a 
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sore thumb. You have to start Systematically at the top of a rack, like 
this” he said pointing to a rack before them, "and run your finger down the 
connections, ‘Bach of these little plugs connects a single telephone to the 
exchange. See, no wires here. Now, as we go down - well, look at this!” 

His finger had stopped where two tiny green wires were crossing the 
circuit board and disappearing under a plue. 

“That's a tap?" 

"That's a tap. And we haven't been here even one minute!" 

"How do we call out of here?" seybold asked. 

"27772" checked Brown. 

“First, and then Lewster at 2400." 

Brown went to a small control console on a desk, picked up a handset, and 
threw a switch. He was greeted with a dial tone and dialed 2777, The phone 
rang for nearly 30 seconds. 

"Yes?" It was Governor Burnside. 

"Yes" repeated Brown. There was a silence. 

"You did gay yes?" the Governor repeated, 

olen 

The Governor hung his telephone up, and turned to Jeremy McTabbish who 

Moment7 S 
had arrived only a=few-amteutes before. 

"That was our message. It was a yes." 

“Damn it all" responded McTabbish. "I had actually hoped they wouldn't 
find anything. Now we have a national, not a local problem." 

"Here's my concern now. We must assume Harvey heard the newscast as well. 
He is probably considering whether he should yank everything out today 


before Smythe blows the whistle in public tomorrow. I think we have to do 
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something to protect our evidence, even if we never get the opportunity to 
catch Harvey red handed," 

"My thoughts exactly. I believe we should station someone at each of the 
exchanges until we have a better plan. And since we don’t know who is doing 
the actual work in the exchanges, we have to suspect every telephone worker 
who comes to the exchanges in the interim.” 

"Now that is a possibility. What was the name of the telephone tech on 
this island whom you observed going into and out of Plentiful’‘s house?" 

"MATVIN COX. 

"Can we fairly assume Cox is in on it here?” 

redo ae 

"Suppose we pick him up immediately and isolate him from Harvey and 
everyone else?" 

"How do you propose to isolate him?" 

"Well, we could lock him up in the brig here at Waterloo where you and 
Livingston could take turns standing over him?" 

"Or suppose we put him on a plane under guard and ship him out, say to 
Cayman where he can be held securely?” The attorney general did not fancy 
guard duty. 

"ow about both; pick him up as quickly as possible, detain him here just 
long enough to question him and then arrange for his shipment to Cayman?” 

"Yes, I like that. We might get lucky and have him give us a statement. 
We could suggest to him that if he doesn’t give us a statement, now, he is 
going to be transported to a different country. That should shake him up.” 
The AG's adrenilin was flowing now; this was just like the movies! 


"Good, very good. The locals really get frightened when they think they 
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are being shipped out. There igs something comforting to them about being on 
home soil." 

“It could be the Nat Simpson episode; say what you Will about how that 
was bungled, it left 4 deep impression on minds here" Smiled the AG. "Now, 
what do we invoke here? What is our reason for detaining and isolating him?" 
The governor's eyes furrowed and then snapped open widely, 

"Are we prepared to charge my own hot-line telephone is tapped?” 

"Of course we are, but what~," 

"National security; that tap makes a mockery of the BSCurIe Vion this 
country. And only I have desecretion in such a matter, Without hesitation, Tf 
evoke national security charges in this case!” 

"Of course; you can sign the pick-up order yourself, it avoids the police 
department entirely. If I take an officer with me, I can pick Cox Up and 
transport him to the brig here. Then we'll issue a Statement that the 
security of this colony has been threatened and you have unwrapped powers to 
protect the country. Perfect.” 

The Governor reached for 4 legal pad on hig desk and began writing. "We 
need some help, physical help. Call Livingston and get him over here. But be 
Careful what you say!” 

In ten minutes the Governor had a plan outlined on paper, Jeremy had 
contacted Livingston and then retired to a corner chair to await the 
Governor's next words, 

"Jeremy, try to reach Robin Lewster and ask him to come here 
AS Wei 
immediately." He went back to his notepad and turned a new page, 

Ten more minutes went by. Jeremy had found Lewster in the Cable and Wirelesg 


office. He also found him more than willing to drop everything and rush to 
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waterloo, 

It was 9:30. Brown and Seybold had now found 9 taps and Brown was engaged 
in checking the numbers and their new destination while seybold, now 
proficient at spotting a tap, was continuing the rack by rack survey. As he 
found each new tap he read aloud the numbers, 

"Another; let's see, 4275," 

"4-2-7~5, Got it. That makes ten so far. How much more to check?" 

"Three more racks; what was the number in Grand Turk; 192" 

Vitals ty Possibly not as many “heres” 

There was a noise at the door and both men Stopped talking. A key entered 
the lock and the door swung open, Samuel Stubbs stepped inside with his back 
hetf turned towards them, shut the door and took several Steps before he 
realized he was not alone. 

"What the hell-?" he began, seeing Seybold crouched behind a rack. 

"It's OK Samuel,” spoke up Brown; “it's me, John Brown", 

Only it wasn't OK. Samuel had received a panic call from Harvey with 
eicsaae 
instructions to beat it to the exchange and digconnect all taps. He wasn't 
told why, just what to do. Harvey's instructions to him included his going 
back to the equipment apartment after removing the taps, and aking abl of 

un PeCAsTe 
the equipment out of the building. Samuel was nervous because he didn't -+ersy 
Rey haprerriay : . 
what was Ser ncadah Now he knew. A stranger was behind an equipment rack 
inspecting plugs and UK engineer Brown was Standing in the corner where all 
of his tapped lines fed into a trunk line, 

"Jesus Christ!" he exclaimed, jumped for the door and threw it open 

disappearing into the bright sunshine. 


seybold was the first to react. He jumped beek to his feet and ran after 


2o% 


e 
we i 
a 6 ’ 
J é 
Pind ke . 
. 
“il ea? H ; tt bag lodved IvTn GeOTe OE ~ ney a 
ray thy rac Taal V0 a | ut - be, oh ete er a4 v3 al unas st 
od ' ‘ 4 
a; as (ft 9 1} \ Trey Re: . of , fs ait Lone $6 Vim Poh Myig cha A: 
hpectiny tt, Od Te ees aE ‘qa win Powe TOR; 
“ ets) (sae Bi tel soenioeA”? 
| . » pote eT a ae £ rat aa 
- ( ie 7 ti ! i ; V7 a eae i a ye ig ae rury 
i A Ar We es ne ial 4 rt ye 
Pa ' i a 
‘ i P a “if hs i a’ ‘tag 2 say oe rey 
; . : 
soe 
4 4 ' ¢ 34 at ( \ ? KY ‘% vey . & + + “2 ? ‘art n 
‘ ip: i. 
F lie nite Mets ebviwor howe bead 
% tle Sth hee st pestle 
his * i i. =i] 1 ' ; DA ‘ye x 
: 4 hy » ‘ vet bi 4 | | aT ¢ Pia 
: i . i 
3 a 44 ' i a5 rh t re : i 2 med. “ty ¢ cx" ; 
i 4 ers ? r ssh |e 1 ot, af WO 5 aw rt tn 
io dopenivoe th Buta eee ree SD, ae seat oy “Ee nogs SY Toes 
ant x 
i f t rh eee ‘12 Lf : mn? * ‘ha F i, af oF 4 Rite Tout wile: Khiod : 
= A “ : : : =“ \ iM 
- 7 bas oat eas Brhvowan ag t esas Paice Bd? © toad 
} OFF © t'BhovTon B8ws Kenntae git L tind eit? hs ae PeRE IPS ony 


BAO es jal e oe ad pi: 
mei.a fon — betdod see  Yebatre’s p ee A Kot oa Me seis: 


oe wus add ab antbaste eau cure itis AY ew alia reinovat 
} Ny eae Snwyd seat a ae oe 


te 
xg : wes 


4 
; 


wid to 


“4! Pri 


To oO J) wats 6ua TOOb on TOK ean a 
tat ag 1s sue i vf 
vel (or A. 4 7 ha 
Yrs agi. Bos seat “me oad aaa . 


“Ht oes ane 


j 
1 P< = _ 
"yy Sees - oh) 
~~ S tse > 3 


Samuel, He was just in time to see the man throw himself into a van 
identical to their own and kicking rocks and sand into the air, gun the 
vehicle down the driveway. For just an instant he forgot Brown had moved the 
van and feared thelr own van had been stolen. Brown lumbered up beside him, 
panting, Together they watched the van fishtail from the driveway to the 
sandy road, and disappear towards town. 

"I think we have just seen a man profess his gullt; exclaimed Seybold, 

i AC On 

"I can't imagine why Samuel would act that way unless he was guilty) 
Suggested Brown. "Come on, we have to tell Somebody, fast!” 

Brown went back to the small console and dialed 2400, To hia surprise 
Robin Lewster did not answer. He hung up and tried again. Still no answer. 

"What do we do now? Lewster tsn’t answering.” 

seybold's legal mind was now in high gear. If he and Brown had been 
discovered on Portobello, something may have happened on Grand Turk as well. 
He now thought about the need to preserve the evidence. But he needed 
instructions. Should he blow his cover as a telephone tech and call the 
Governor? He decided he had to do so, But if the Covernor'e phone was tapped 
at home as well ... he'd have to be careful. 

“Here” he said, reaching for the instrument. He dialed Bd 

"Yes, go ahead." It was not the Governor's voice. Had he mis-dialed? 

"Aaah yes, this is Reggie Seybold and-." 

VrOLdtonhe 

Now he could hear voices talking and heard his own name mentioned, 
Should he hang up? 

"Regele, this is Robin Lewster; is something wrong?” 


"Dare we talk on this line?" he asked. 
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"We have no choice; all hell has broken loose and -." 

"Alright, Robin - Robin? Listen carefully." And he reported in detail 
what. they had found on Portobello, and the encounter with Samuel. 

“Samuel?” asked Robin. “Samuel who?” 

seybold turned to Brown. "What is Samuel's last name?" 

Both Brown and Lewster said the last name in unison in opposite ears, 

"Yes, Stubbs" he responded to Lewster. 

"What is the number you are using?" he asked. Again Seybold turned to 
Brown. "I think they want to call us back; our number?” 

lis eeneacech service Udinert S140 

seybold repeated it into the mouthpiece, 

"OK, Sit tight. If you have more to do, do it. Then don't move until you 
hear from me; OK?" 

"Right sir.” and he hung up. 

Lewster turned to Governor Burnside, Jeremy and Livingston, repeating his 

Cy: bold 
conversation with Reggie. They had surmised most of it from listening to 
Robin's side of the conversation. 

Burnside spoke first. 

"This doubles our problem. Now we have two exchanges to protect and two 
men to arrest, It also means this Stubbs fellow will within minutes find a 
telephone and report to Harvey. At that point we have to be concerned about 
Harvey hiding from us. Any suggestions, Jeremy?" 

"The exchange synthesizer. Where is it?” 

"In my desk drawer; why?" 

"How many numbers related to Harvey do we know? Can we make a list of 


them quickly? Every number where he might go to hide or where he might be at 
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Gee) on a Sunday morning.," CHEciing Wis Ware 
Livingston and Jeremy began the list. The Governor picked up the 

telephone and called his police department. 
"This is the Governor; who is the officer of the day?" 
The policeman @asweetese paused just a little too long in answering. 
“Hello? This is Governor Burnside; who IS the officer of the day?" 
Sears leelie Prat tlenveic. DO vou wish hin, isin" 

) PNesmepuLehim onsinoy eo” 

EYCSUS IY 

Burnside smiled. Thank God it was Sunday, the first real break of the 
day. On Sundays the native police officers, those born in the Turks and 
Calcos, usually took the day off. In their place were the off-islanders, men 
from Barbados, Jamaica, the eastern Caribbean Islands. None of these men 
were related to Harvey or Cox or Stubbs, 

CN Ger ratieier mete.) 

"Prattle, how many men do you have on duty right now?” 

y oine ated 

"And do you have transport?" 

"Yes taunt” 

"Listen carefully lieutenent. These are my instructions. First take 
two of your best men and place one at the home of Plentiful; you know the 
home?" 

“Onyave suai nl” 

"Nobody 1s to go in or out of that home; no-one at all, not even a 
government minister. Is that clear?" 
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"Take the second man to the Cable and Wireless building. Hold on.” 
Cupping his hand over the telephone he called for Robin to join him. "Tell 
this policeman exactly where we want a man to stand, inside of the exchange 
equipment racks. Tell him nothing else.” 

“Tjieutenent?" 

pVeseaie! 7 

"T am placing Robin Lewster on the line. He is going to tell you where I 
wish a man to be posted at the telephone office. If you don't understand his 
instructions, «tel l.him so.” 

pre swede! % 

Robin took the handset. "Go inside the main equipment building from the 
front. There are two metal doors painted white marked ‘No Admittance’. The 
manic toeeo through those doors and Stand directly in’ front of the bays- of 
equipment. Do you understand?" 

"Yes, I understand.” 

Robin handed the phone back to the Governor. 

"Lieutenent?” 

PNOS coir Wit 

"That man is to stay there on post until I tell you differently. Nobody, 
not even a telephone company employee, is to enter that room without my 
permission. Is that clear?” 

"Yes sir!” 

“Good. Now after you have placed those two men, I want you to come to 
Waterloo, alone, to see me. As fast as possible, OK?” 

"Ves Sir,.ae fast. as\possible.,” 


"Lieutenent?" 


tr 


\¥ 
, 
i 
4 
i” 
‘ 
: 
ot 
ry 
' 
” ‘ 
ee 
Lat 
9 
+ 
=) 
as 


4 


Sit Aw 


. a : 
é Ay 2 ; 
sind 
Teron | 
y - 
af 
U a j 
4 
: 77 
ra 
4 ? . 
j 4 . bigs 


ih +84 ee os eB; cnet erica ‘ity oa 


Lit P rt ‘ 
: aA ty nal re at i. weed ’ i 
‘ 7 vi ‘ie. Sy anchetnen ent ¢ VO Hanae att pees: ~ 
| ¥ ; ' ae 04") 
MS Se Len & J LPs wo 7h nf Ay ab alee IG LAG rs 
‘ of : = ie | 
: , eitGaan ein tie LaOeY ~ SHAG he 
ete aT , ey . 
eae Fd 
a ei wy 
ewe ae 
i * re 
Chey i >, 2 7 bl Tl ea LA Ee GAS 5 
7 era y. eee i. Ww Gen 64in79 
» ; j aid 
} ~ e t os 
» Es ah * Mee gy 7 pT 
» Lei 4 ' % on oI } rm bas 
* 
\ a ieee eae 
P ig : : 
4 pa ' ‘ iJ j . fly newt Latics 
£4 mF | - Paty eat & S$ont-. 794 1? 
{ f 
r py IM ei pulls deus .08)\ 07.84, Cae 
i } ow POY WARKD-s Treo LPs. 
> + i TY a ey tt nl oe iy “ 
fi L ; =f 
errant) ..end F 6 rota. cu: beboat itdoy 


nd, ee ies eS WS geopenn spb? 


ae eat 
Lt tite { . 


i “babe pay” 


chy. 7200 WG Siege  Yaae 


oe et are Isr" 


F r , ; > 


bast ever Se et Ovo hanes vino hotties 8 eve Jon 


“a ‘ 5 é' y, : a x — 5 

aly el Sete meg oy heehee, an 

nila a4 We rahe, Beet ie 
| * ~ 


nan O98 seods bea, ved eh 


fF ee A 
‘ - : 
“5 
' 
4 _ 
, are 
oT 
ut; 


nes Sirk” 

"You are not to discuss any of this with anyone, Not even the desk 
sargeant who answered the telephone; is that clear?" 

(est Sirie: 

The Governor hung up the phone. "Alright, that was luck, Our ‘native’ 
police force is on Sunday holiday. Now if we-are as lucky on Portobello-." 
"We have a list, sir” offered Livingston. "There are 8 numbers here 

including the two going out of Plentiful's and two at his home. 

"Ol thistienayvloncushot: Robin, will you go with Jeremy to my kitchen 
where you can hook the synthesizer into the regular house phone? Plug in all 
8 numbers and put it on the scan mode. In my desk behind you are a pair of 
Small cassette tape recorders and several rolls of tape. Every phone call 
you intercept on any of those numbers ig to be recorded, Jeremy, I am 
invoking national security here and Robin IT am swearing you to secrecy on 
everything you hear. Is that understood?” 

Lewster was now very impressed with the Governor's take-charge stance, He 

PHA Ak 
almost forgave him for the dresstnae down he received the day before, 

VC cies Oe! 

"Good, one more thing. The number where seybold and Brown are on 
Portobello?” 

"On your note pad, Sir; next to the phone.” 


Alsi oni offevyou two eo! Livingston, you and I have work to do," 


Marvin Cox had been shacked up with a girl friend and did not hear the 
WIV 7 AM newscast. When Plentiful called Harvey at home to report the 


newscast she had also tried to call Marvin, but without finding him. After 
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several trys she abandoned her home and drove quickly to Harvey's house, 
When she reached Harvey's, he too had tried to find Cox but to no avail. 
Then he had called Samuel Stubbs on Portobello and directed DIG to niret 
remove the taps at the exchange, and oe get the equipment out of the 
Ob 

apartment. More than two hours ee Re=Rect no word from Stubbs, and 
Cox was still not accounted for. Plentiful had consumed two pots of coffee 
and she now refused to return to her own home. 

"Not me child, not me! I not go there." 

"You can't stay here” insisted Harvey. “And no-one at your house. Suppose 
somebody go there?" 

"Suppose police go there! Not me, not me child!” 

Harvey's phone rang. He didn't move. 

"Answer!" screamed Plentiful. "It no bite!" 

Reluctantly the Minister slowly reached for the phone. He picked it up 
but said nothing. 

"Harvey? Harvey?" 


He still did not answer. Plentiful grabbed the phone from his hand. 


"Contact!" exclaimed Jeremy. The synthesizer had been active for less 
than a minute when a sound appeared in the speaker; the ringing of a 
telephone line. Instantly two sets of numbers appeared on the digital 
display. One read 2345 and the other read 4380. The ringing sound stopped. 

They heard the same voice as Harvey, 

"Harvey? Harvey!", and then they heard the silence. 

There were some muffled sounds in the background and then a new voice. 


"Who that?" 
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"Plentiful? This Samuel. Harvey there?" 
ruesnere;, “fraidiro talk. You tel lme,* 
eS fim here feu 
"No, I talk Harvey. Give him me!" 
There were more muffled sounds and Plentiful's voice was now audible 
more clearly but distant, 
SNE OTG talkVSamuel, now!" Another pause. 
"Job done?" his distinctive voice asked, 
"No way’mon; they there waiting on me." 


“Who they?" 


ej E ee : ; i‘ F : 
"TWO white guys; one man name Brown,’ engineer from London. Other Man [tote 7 


Ywart 
hot know. I see them; they see me. I run awey fast." 


"Christ." And he paused to think. 

"Where you now?" 

a Aw (? ? 

Apartment, I“ scared. Take hours, maybe all day #® move equipment here. I 
ie a ips a) . 5G Es 
need help. They’ look for me, I know. I need hide, not move equipment.” 

"Christ." And he paused to think again. 

Jeremy checked the two cassette recorders for the third time. Both had 
tapes that were moving and with each sound from the speaker the small red 
LEDS blinked at him. He playfully poked Robin lightly in the ribs and smiled 
a toothy smile, 

"Double Bingo!" he said softly. Robin was smiling just as broadly, and 
already wondering how to check on the location of 4380 quickly, on a Sunday. 

£ SARE) iad ‘5 
He wanted to run and tell the Governor but he d4doctt=want-to miss,a word. 
Additionally, he now realized his own testimony in a court trial depended 
upon his actually hearing each word as it was spoken. 


"Stay there’ commanded Harvey's voice on the phone, "Disconnect equipment 
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from lines and stay there. Stay off this line: ie call back." 

"Soon ?” 

“soon” Harvey reassured. 

The line went dead and the synthesizer resumed its scanning of the 8 
lines previously entered. Jeremy took a half dozen steps to reach the 
hallway door of the kitchen. 

"Governor, can you hear me, Martin?" 

It was a long way to the back den but presently he heard footsteps coming 
and he returned to the waiting position in front of the synthesizer. 

"Yes? Some luck?" It was Livineston, “Martin ig on the phone to the 
Portobello police." 

"A wicket on the first swing!" And Jeremy gave a thumbnail sketch of 
the Intercept. 

Livingston whistled lowly. "Good show!” 

"If I can use the Governor's den phone, I may be able to trace the 

He 
location of 4380" suggested Robin. "Will you ask him?" emt was not about 
to leave the kitchen until told to do so. 

"Yes, back in a jiffy” and Livingston disappeared down the hallway. 

Jeremy had an idea, 

"Can we add a 9th number to the scan?” he asked Robin, 

"Of course. But wait, you are thinking of 4380?” 

"Yes." That was the number where Samuel had been when he called Harvey. 

“No wsuch duck; remember, we can do this within an exchange and scan but 
We Can “be scan outside of this exchanges Sorry.” 

Presently Burnside walked briskly into the room. “Some luck, yes?" 


Jeremy repeated the intercept and took one of the two recorders to rewind 
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back to the start of the conversation. The Governor listened intently. 

"That's almost good enough" he said scowling, "It would be better if we 
heard him mention taps or something that really incriminates. OK, I have two 
policemen heading for the Portobello exchange. One will stay there, one will 
go to the location where Samuel called from; Robin, do you want to go and 
use my office phone to check on this?” 

"Of course” and he disappeared at a trot leaving the Covernor and 
Jeremy alone, Jeremy spoke. 

"Harvey is the problem, yes?" 

"Yes, we can't count on Samuel or Cox indicting Harvey although I think 
they may to save their own skin. It would be best if we can get him to say 
the right words into that), pointing at the cassette recorder, 

"A plan?" 

“Perhaps.” There was a knock at the doorway and both men turned to see 
Lt. Prattle. He saluted smartly. 

"Come in Lieutenent. Please sit down." 

The Lieutenent was accustomed to being around the Governor; he had never 
been invited to sit down before, 

"Yes sir!” 

"What is happening is a matter of national security. Do you know what 
that means?” 

Prattle thought for a brief instant. "Yes sir! You in complete charge." 

"That's part of a be sure, It also means everything that happens is 
not to be recorded in your notebook, nor spoken about unless I give you the 
instruction. Is that clear?" 


"Yes Siri.” 
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"Good. Now here are my orders to you. Are you comfortable with the twa 
men stationed at Plentiful’s house, and Cable and Wireless?" 

Prattle knew that if either of his two men screwed up, he personally was 
new responsible for them. He hesitated. 

"No, you are not comfortable?” 

“I comfortable but. they need more instruction.” 

The Governor smiled; Prattle was being cautious and wanted to be sure 
both men were properly ordered. That was good. 

"OK, vou give them more instruction. Now the hard part. There is a man 
out there someplace on this Island, an employee of Cable and Wireless. I 
want you to find and arrest him. Do this with as little notice as possible. 
And then bring him here where he 1s to be placed in the brig, ahhh holding 
cell. Do you understand?” 

"The cell, here, sir?” Prattle could never remember anyone being detained 
on the grounds of Waterloo. He believed the old cell was more for its 
historical purpose than for detention. 

"Yes, not at the police station.” 

"Sir, this man have gun?" 

"TI doubt it, but you should check yourself out a sidearm just ‘G case,” 

"This man hurt somebody?" Prattle was now being cautious. 

The Governor smiled again. "Not directly, not that we know. He's not 
wanted for assualt or anything like that, OK?" 

"Man's name?” 

"Yes, he is Marvin Cox, a technician with telephone. You know him by 
sight?" 


"Yes sir, I know him. He no trouble”,\meaning Cox's small size was not a 
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threat to the sizeable Lieutenent. 
"We don't know where he is; we hope he is still on island. Now, you will 


need at least one more man.” 


"I want you to station a man at the airport to be sure Cox doesn't Gay IO 
leave Grand Turk while you are looking for him. Make sure the man you pick 


understands the seriousness of this investigation." 
LSS Plan aD 


a 
) Prattle now had a problem, He , Warerteec| to take a man with him to look for 


Cox; there were only six on duty including the desk Sargeant. 

"I need more men, I“short" he began, 

"Humn. No native islanders; do you understand?" 

Prattle thought that strange; was the Governor reluctant to bother the 
favored islander police because it was Sunday? 

WOS a8 fe? 

"One more thing. The man you station at the airport?" 

tn G Brel raat 

"He needs to be a good man. A top man. If he sees Cox, he is to arrest 

L) DL Sevetratevon wd Mamonit vouetind dine fidin, And 20 

"VYegegia}™ 

"If Minister Lawrence Harvey shows up at the airport, and he shows any 
Sign of getting onto an airplane, the officer 1s to arrest him." 

eciheee y 

"If Harvey is actually getting onto or into an airplane, arrest him. If 
he just shows up there, watch him but do not approach him or attempt to do 
anything. Is that understood?” 


"Yes sir!" Prattle's mind was in overload. He had just been given 
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instructions to arrest a Minister of the Government! This was the most 
exciting, and challenging operation of his career. He tried to 
retain his self control but his clenching fists gave him away to the 
Governor. 

"Lieutenent Prattle, this 1s a top security assignment. I know you wil] 
do your best for The Queen. That is all," 

Robin Lewster returned to the kitchen just in time to see the police 

AQUA Grr te’ 
officer pert upright from a sitting position, snap to attention and salute 
the Governor. Burnside returned the salute. 

“Dismissed” was lost in the sudden energizing of the synthesizer and 
Jeremy's quick moves to restart both tape decks. The last sound Prattle 
heard as he marched briskly down the hallway was a native man saying j 
UPA CaVOUCEM 

It. was the voice of Samuel Stubbs. The Governor glanced at the top panel 
of the synthesizer and saw two numbers displayed; under ‘Calling’ read 2345 
Under *Called* it said 4380, 

Lewster started to speak. "I have the-." 

"Shhh!" came an instant response from Jeremy and Burnside. 

"That me, I have plan.” 

"Yes?" 

"You have gas?" 

"Gas?" 

“POLPCarwe 

LPS Vvan, SyeSeoONot in Garry” 

"Find some, fast. Start a4 fire.” 


"Where?" 
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"Where you are." 

"NO, no, not good plan.” 

“You like jail better?" 

There was a long pause, Governor Burnside was rubbing his hands together 
and smiling broadly. Jeremy, Lewster and Livingston were breathlesa. 

‘io, no jail.” 

"Then do it. Do good job, no equipment left; you understand?” 

“i wincerstand.*' 

The phone connection went dead. The Governor’s kitchen was silent for a 
full 30 seconds. Finally Burnside spoke. 

"Fire, it's the only weapon they know. A time honoured tradition to burn 
down Something they don't want found. Gentlemen, we have Minister Harvey in 
the vise now.” 

"Sir?" It was Lewster. 

"yes Robin,” 

"The location where Samuel is,..it's an apartment building. A nine unit 
apartment building on Leeward Highway, just behind the Catholic church, He's 
LneunLeny. scenter top floor.” 

"Jesus Christ". It was Livingston. "Women and children, good God! That 
could be ugly.” 

"It could be murder.” added Jeremy. 

The Governor disappeared at a trot down the hallway to his office. 

On his note pad he found the number scribbed by Léwster earlier; the 
Portobello exchange. He punched in 5111. The phone rang only once. 

"Yes?" It was Seybold. 


"Governor Burnside here. Have those two policemen arrived yet?" 
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“Just now walking in the door. You wish to speak~?” 
"Put the Lieutenent on please.” 


Jeremy and Lewster remained with the synthesizer but Livingston followed 


He 


¢ 8 Pitre 


the Governor to his office. Out in front Of waterloo, Livkaaeeen noticed 
Mrs. Burnside and the couple's 13 year old son John arriving home from 
chuoch. 
"*Lieutenent Lasarde, Sir!" 
) “Lieutenent, do you have a handheld radio with you?" 

NYesesir ti, 

"Cood. There has been a change in plans. Listen carefully But Stop me 1f 
I gay anything you are not clear about, OK?” 

"Yes sir!” 

"With all haste you are to proceed to the apartment complex directly 
behind the Catholic church on Leeward Highway; do you Know the one?” 

"Wesel hl” 

"Ag soon aS we hang up, use your radio to call the fire department. 
Tell them you have a possible building fire and to meet you at that 
apartment. building. Is that understood?” 

Weensir i’ 

"“Oood. When you arrive, you are to proceed to Apartment 7; it Is 
upstairs, perhaps in the middle. Understood?" 

"Yes sirt" 

"Tf the apartment is empty, check 4t for any sign of fire or gasoline 
splashed about. I believe someone {s preparing to set apartment 7 OD 
fire using gasoline to start the fire. Do you Waren 


ivesesizv,.a fire?” 
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"It may be burning when you get there, it may not. If it is not, we will 
be very lucky and you are then to make sure there is no gasoline about which 
could set off by accident. Got that?” 

OYeS Si net 

"Good, now listen carefully. I believe this apartment is filled with 


many pieces of...electronics. There may be a man there; you know Samuel 


Stubbs?” 
) "Yes, lL know Rims ‘He work for telephone-.” 


"That's the man. If you see him anyplace, in the apartment, near the 
apartment, arrest him and hold him incommunicado...by himself, until 
you receive further instructions from me. Is that clear?” 

"Yes sir; arresc-samue. Stubbs.” 

"Tf there is no fire, I want a man stationed to guard the electronics 
in apartment 7. If there is a fire, the fire department is to gét everyone 
out of the building first; and then protect the electronics next. Is that 
clear?" 

"But water ruin electronics, sir.” 
usteconareves 2) burt Ups thie Ta rimcortant, OK” 

"YESESLER" 

"Any questions?" 

“Notsint 3 

"Let me have the man back; good luck Lieutenent.” 

Lasarde passed the phone to Reggie and motioned for his companion 


iceman to follow him at a run out the door, 


— 


po 
"Yes sir?” 


"Mr. Seybold, I am afraid I must ask you and Mr. Brown to sit tight for 
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the time being. We have a related emergency back in town. Are you finished 
with the documentation yet?" 

“Just now, sir. Five more minutes at the most.” 

"Good, I will get you a policeman to guard the facility as quickly as I 
can: but for now we are fresh out of policemen!” 

"T understand sir; good bye.” 


oe ¢ 


Polly Conner had stayed at church an extra 30 minutes to help the father 


odes | 
with plans for January services. # had been a good turnout; almost as many 
‘nN 


as the Christmas service the week before. She was pleased to see all five of 
the Monastos filling up a row in the middle, 

She backed her van from the parking area and made an abrupt turn to the 
left. She thought she could hear a siren. "A atren on Portobello?" she said 
aloud. “I must be mistaken!" 
cl wil 

No mistake. By the time she had driven the 100 yards -f-en the church 

Was MoRE 
driveway to Leeward highway the sound kad—beeeme distinct and-—wee rapidly 
becoming louder. She stopped without pulling onto the highway; Just time 
to spot the island airport's fire truck, loaded with men, come pounding up 
the hill towards her from the right. 

The truck flew past but the brake lights were brightly lit as it quickly 
decelerated to her left and narrowly missed turning over as it entered the 
driveway leading to the apartment building 200 feet behind the church. 

Polly thought she heard metal soreeching on metal as the driver fought to 

Gime 
maintain control of the truck. Then, from the opposite direction one of the 


brand new police Land Rovers Wes racing down Leeward Highway Viti tbee men 


and lights blaring. 
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"My eet she exclaimed and instinctively moved her gear shift lever into 
reverse to back further out of the way. Less than 100 yards away she saw why 
she thought she heard metal screeching as the fire truck had careened into 
the driveway. A blueish van, likely a telephone company truck, shot from the 
driveway with red paint smeared all along its passenger side. Polly 
closed her eyes in horror. There was a horrendous noise and the spine 
tingling new screech of metal ramming metal; this time much more distinct. 

Shaking all over, tears on her cheeks, she forced her eyes open. There, 
squarely in the middle of Leeward Highway was the demolished remains of the 
blue van now firmly married to the front end of the Land Rover. Steam was 
pouring from the engine compartments of both. The Land Rover had caught the 
van right at the driver's side door. She knew instantly the van driver had 
to be dead. She backed her own van up and reparked it in the church lot. 
Only then did she notice the billowing black smoke pourtpne from the top 
floor of the apartment building. 


-eride 
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Chapter 17) 


Larry Harvey's telephone was ringing. He ignored the dangerous noise. 
Pleniid Wires ol. 

"You get?” she asked. He shook his head. 

"TI get" and she reached for the handset and placed it to her ear. She 
heard faint sounds in the earpiece, but no voice, 

Finally she spoke, "Who there?” 

) Pentti ee 

“That me" she responded, the voice familiar. “That you Marvin?" 

"Why policeman at your house?" the voice demanded. "I just go there; 
policeman Genes door. You re why?" 

Plentiful's fears were now fulfilled. The police were at her home. ‘¢ 

"Where you Marvin?" 

"Ma jorie house. I be here all night. I go your house and see policeman. 
Come back. Why he be there?" 

"Big problems. Just minute" and she held the phone against her ample 

y busom. 

"Marvin say policeman my house, He with Marjorie. He. come here?” 

Harvey Stared at her as if in a trance. His entire world was falling down 
all around his head. And he was not prepared. He said nothing. 

“Harvey, talk here she began. "Cox say policeman-." 

"T hear. Give me phone.” 

She slid the phone across her dress into the waiting hand of Harvey. 
He took a deep breath. 

"Maybe Policeman just walking by house?" he began. "How you know he 


really there?" 
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"He there, not walking. Hé standing guard at door. He Monserrat, not’ 
asters it Mama 

"You have money?" Harvey asked. 

"Money? Money? How much money?” 

"Money fly to DR or states. You have?” 

Cox was deeply confused. Instinctively he knew there should not be a 
policeman standing guard at Plentiful’s door. He also knew thelr extra 

) activity was dangerous. But the money had been good. 

"Some money, maybe two thousand.” 

"Cash?" 

"Yes, hidden home.” 

Harvey's mind was now on escape. If Samuel had been caught at the 
exchange and the apartment in Portobello was now burning, there was just 
enough time to gather up a few belongings and leave the country, His mind 
told him the next international flight was 4 PM; he glanced at his watch, It 
was now 10:40, ’I not hide that long’ he said to himself. ‘This small 
island.’ And there was the practical problem of getting himself on board the 
Pan Am jet if the airport was being watched. 

"Get money, guick; meet me headquarters,” 

"Headguarters? You mean GDP office?” 

"Yeas; how long you be?” 

"Half hour most, what happening; we get caught?" 

"Veg, we get caught. Take back salina streets, watch for more police. 
They may be reaching you.” 


"T be careful." And the phone reverted to a dial tone. 
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When the intercept had begun Jeremy started both cassette tape machines 
again. Livingston and Robin were with him; Governor Burnside was in a front 
Sitting room talking with Minday and his son. Livingston had run to alert 
Burnside. All four had listened carefully to the last part of the 
conversation. 

Jeremy switched off the recorders and spoke first, 

"Pick him up?" He was looking at the Covernor. 

Burnside was considering the options open to Harvey. There was the late 
afternoon Pan Am flight but he had that covered. There were other flights to 
the DR or a charter to who-knew-where. But there was only one airport and, 
hopefully, he had that covered. ‘Maybe not quite’ he thought to himself, 
And there were boats, It was a 45 minute run to South Caicos by fast boat 
and if a plane was to pick him up there... 

"Martin, Martin; your office telephone is ringing!” Mindy Burnside had 
been left in the den to report any calls there. The Covernor headed for the 
den with Livingston on his heels. 

A little out of breath he reached for the handset. 

"Yes, Governor Burnside here.” 

The voice on the meen aches speaking very rapid pidgeon English. 

He caught two words; ‘fire’ and ‘dead’. 

“Hold on!" he commanded, and took a deep breath for his own equilibrium. 
"Now, Start again and speak slowly." 

"Lieutenent LaSarde, Portobello, sir! Big problems. We reach apartment, 
it on fire. We have accident with Rover at apartment, man dead," 

"A man is dead? A police officer? Who-?" 


"No, not officer. We think Samuel Stubbs. He driving telephone Luck, 
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ram our Rover at driveway to apartment. Men fighting fire now. Bilge fire-.” 

"Lieutenent, hold on,” Turning to Livingston, "Go in the kitchen and 
replace Jeremy; send him here!”. Livingston, now sweating intensively, began 
a trot for the hallway. The Governor noticed Mindy was standing with her 
hands clasped before her chest in a prayful stance. He smiled at her and 
Winked, returning to the telephone, 

"Lieutenent, call out all of the men you can locate. I want the entire 
area shut off; nobody is to get near the crashed vehicles or the apartment. 
Is that understood?” 

‘Yearsiri” 

"I am going to send the Attorney General to Portobello as fast as we can 
get our airplane running, When he arrives, you are to take his instructions; 
do you understand?" 

There was a slight hesitation and then Ries sine! 

“Now, do you have a doctor at the scene?” 

"He on way, Sinan 

"The apartment; are there people inside?” 

"We net know, but firemen making check now." 

"Lieutenent, two more things, If Samuel Stubbs is not dead, I want 
everything done to keep him alive. The beat medical care, do you 
understand?" 

eave" 

"Right, now just in case we do have people inside the apartment, find 
more doctors, I want every available doctor on the island there. Is that 
understood?” 


"Yes sir!" 
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"Is there anything else?” 

"ves sir. I hurt in crash. Officer Jones hurt too. 

Jeremy was just entering the doorway and Burnside motioned him to his 
side, 

"You are hurt? How badly?" 

"My arm, Sir. Maybe broken. Officer Jones have bad cut on head but he 
stili working-." 

"Can you still function, are you going to be able to carry out my orders 
without help?” 

"I OK for little while" the officer responded bravely. Burnside took a 
new deep breath. 

"Bless you Lasarde; there will be a commendation in this for you, and 
Jones as well. Carry on," 

"Ves, sin!” 

Saw 

Burnside set the telephone down and netreed he was soaking wet. Mindy 
noticed as well and ran to the bathroom for a wet towel. 

"Someone has been killed? The building is on fire?” surmised Jeremy from 
the snatches of conversation he had heard and the kitchen briefing he 
received from Livingston. 

"Yes, but hold on." He reached for the telephone again and punched in 
a local number. 

"Jackson here" he heard the voice answer. 

Win T 

“Jack, no time for explanations. I weed you at the airport as fast as 
possible. McTabbish needs to be on Portobello right now!” 

Andrew Jackson, a British government pilot assigned to the Turks and 


Caicos, spent most of his days as the ‘'one-man-airforce’ for the islands. 
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Usually with a police officer trainee on board, he patroled the waters of 
the archipeliga watching for boats that originated in Haiti or the Dominican 
Republic to the south, As often as not, they were carrying illegal drugs or 
would-be smuggled immigrants to the islands. 

"15 minutes sir,” 

PoOodver Lil Mop mi tnetuel) you may be doing a quick turn around." 

"Very good), ©siry" 

Burnside slowly placed the instrument in its Cradle, turned to face 
Jeremy and leaned backwards against his desk. Mindy reappeared carrying a 
wet towel. As soon as she saw her husband's face, she knew his blood 
Pressure was dangerously high. Jeremy did as well, 

"Martin, you sit down: right now!" she instructed, The Governor knew 
she was right; 'sit down or fall down’ he thought to himself, Jeremy 
assisted him on one side, Mindy on the other to his diets. 

“This is a hell of a Way to go out” he joked. Mindy began mopping his 
face with the tovel, Jeremy thought better of asking questions, 

"Being Governor is one thing” Martin began, “but being field commander in 
a war, well, I have a new admiration for -those-menst~ he eo Mone B@larren: 

Hé took several deep breaths. 

"Jeremy, in less than 15 minutes Jackson will be ready at the Sel vore eG 


fly you to Portobello. Here's the Situation there", and he began a summary. 


Polly's fright turned to panic when she realized the fire in the 
apartment building directly behind the church was rapidly spreading 
throughout the building. The French language Catholic service had stopped 


when the fire stren drowned out the father's voice; several dozen Haitians 
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spilled from the building to see what was happening. 

Now Polly was leaving her van to run behind the church for a better view 
of the apartment. She could see perhaps six fire fighters wrestling with 
hoses plus two more racing up stairs at opposite ends of the building. One 
man began knocking on doors on the second floor, screaming at people to 
vacate the bullding. The other man tried to open the door to the center 
apartment where the smoke seemed to be concentrated. When it would not open 
he Lien mucking Guim wit his’ foot. 

‘Water’ she thought to herself. ‘They are going to need water!’ She 
pulled off her heels and ran barefooted on the rocky ground towards the fire 
truck, By now the hose was being reeled away from the truck and the pumper 
engine was started. 

"There 1s water over here” she was screaming, approaching the truck. 
"Over here, at the church, we have water!" 

People, mostly women and children, were now scurrying from the apartment 
doorways and there was a crush at both end stairways; residents trying to 
get away, firemen trying to get upstairs. No-one seemed to hear her! 

“Water, when you run out of water, the church has water in the cistern!” 
she screamed at a man grappling with valves on the fire truck. The fireman's 
face was set in grim determination as he strained to rotate a valve handle 
that seemed to be stuck. When it suddenly freed and the water began to flow 
he turned to Polly with a curt "Thank you, mam. Now you get out of the 
way, Mrs. Conner. Plenty danger here!” 

The yard was filled with screaming people and crying children. The single 
fire hose was finally pointing a steady but slow stream of water from the 


ground towards the second floor. Unfortunately the water was splattering on 
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the outside of the burning apartment. Two firemen were beating on the door 
with axes behind a cloud of ricochetting water Spray. 

‘If they can just get the door open and the water inside’ Polly thought 
to her self. She felt a tug on her arm. 

"eather" she said looking down at the priest draped in his robe and 
carrying a bible. “This is awful - there may be people trapped..." and then 
ahe remembered the grinding accident on the roadway in front. She turned to 
look and saw the highway was now blocked with cars from both directions. 

In the middle, the still steaming remains of the police nares and the blue 
van. 

"rather, father come with me. There may be people hurt in the accident!”, 
pointing towards the highway. Rocks stabbing her feet, grasping her heels in 
her left hand, she extended a helping rient hand to the aging priest as they 
made their way through the gathering crowd to the roadway. 

A single policeman supporting himself against his own demolished vehicle 
wag at the scene. Blood covered his face and soaked the white jacket he 
yore, Three natives were peering into the badly demolished blue van through 
what was left of the driver's side door. 

The policeman recognized Polly. 

He took his left arm and wiped blood from his lips on the sleeve to clear 
hig mouth. "Mrs. Conner" he started "not good, you not look.” 

“Te someone ~ can we help?" she asked, stopping short with her way 
blocked by the natives peering into the crumpled van. 

"No help, man dead.” 

Polly's hand went to her throat, and then moved to her mouth. She said 


nothing. The priest now took her arm and gently pulled Polly away from the 
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scene. 
She walked a few steps and stopped. 
"Last rites?" she said softly. 
The priest, tears in his eyes, looked first at Polly and then at the 


van. "Yes my child; now you go to the church and sit down,” 


Jeremy McTabbish had just left Waterloo for the airport. Mindy Burnside 
stood behind Martin's chair patting his forehead and face with a freshly 
soaked towel. The Governor had his yellow legal pad on his lap and was 
beginning on a new sheet. 

"Will you ask Livingston to come here? And ask John to sit with Robin 
eystermin casera new antercep. occurs. if it does, John is to run and tell 
us right away.” 

Mindy Burnside was nearly twenty years junior to her husband. She, even 
more than Martin, was longing for their retirement days Just ahead. Martin's 
health was of far greater concern to her than his civil service status at 
retirement. She so wanted to tell him to ‘back off', and ‘let it go” but she 
knew that would only anger him more, and increase his already dangerously 
high blood pressure, 

“Yes dear” and she bent over to kiss him softly on the forehead, He 
stopped writing long enough to twist his neck upward and smile at her. 

"Thank you”, and he winked his private wink into her eyes. 

‘This ts dangerously close to being out of hand' he thought to himself. 
He closed his eyes and laid his head on the chairback, 

"Governor? Governor, are you alright?" 


He reopened his eyes; Livingston was standing before his desk. 
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"ves, but I'm afraid my blood pressure is up. Do you remember that 
options paper I asked you to prepare yesterday?" 

“ves, I have it here in my briefcase” polnting to a case on tet LOGr, 
Monat Wel. eeu Moor au 

The Governor laughed. "Oh my no; as clever as you are Mr. Thatcher, I 
really doubt your options could have foreseen the events of today.” 

Livingston laughed back. “of course, Sir. 1 2uess, BeTUalLV, EGY ale 
quite superfulous now," 

"ves, well, they will make good memoirs for you, won't they?” 

Livingston nodded his head In ascent and waited for the Governor to speak 
again. Burnside turned back to his still nearly blank legal pad sheet. 

"Jeremy is on his way to Portobello, Will you please get me the duty 


OwWR 


URN Car oan st . Pinay ry ee, ; : FO pe re Eee 
officer at #ke airport on the phone?” ~+—— : 


Livingston dialed the number. 
“hig {ts Livingston Thatcher and I am calling for Governor Burnside. 
Please find me the police duty officer right away." He paused. "They are 


+¥. 


looking for him now, sir. 
"For now, Portobello is mainly a mop up operation” began Burnside, "T 
hope we have no more excitement there for awhile. But we still have-" 
"Ves, hold on for Governor Burnside.” Livingston handed over the phone. 
“hoes ehis? © 
"Corporal Pratt, sir!” 
"Corporal, are you the only police officer at the airport at this time?" 
"No sir, Lieutenent Prattle assign Corporal McVey.” 


“Do you see McVey?” 


"ves sir, he by front door.” 
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"Please get. him for me." 

Cupping his hand over the telephone microphone, he spoke again to 
Livingston, 

"-we still have two loose cannon on our island. We need to pick up Cox 


and Harvey as well. But I worry Harvey-" 


a 9 


"Corporale McVey, sir! 

"Corporal, listen carefully. I am countermanding the orders given you by 
Lieutenent Prattle. Do you understand?" 

"YOR USi Le 

"The A G -abh, Attorney General McTabbish should be at the airport. He 
is preparing to fly out with Andrew Jackson in our airplane. Have you see 
them?" 

"Jackson, Sir. Not attorney general, yet.” 

"when he arrives, report to him. He has my orders for you, do you 
understand; do exactly what he tells you." 

“Yes tai ni 

"Good, now let me talk with Corporal Pratt again.” There was a brief 
pause, 

Wee) oa) et ae To Wa! 

"Corporal, listen carefully. If either Minister Harvey or Marvin Cox who 
works for the telephone company appear at the airport, you are to call me. 
neresy vat 2777.8. immediately, Ts'that clear?” 

"Vee sir,’ 2777." 

"Do you know these men by sight?" 

"Yes sir, Cox my cousin and everyone know Harvey." 


The Governor sighed and flinched. 
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"Corporal, for the next few hours I want you to forget Cox 1s your 
cousin. If either of these men show up at the airport and you don't. call me, 
T will hold you personally responsible. Is that clear?” 

"Personally responsible; yes sir!” 

“Repeat my telephone number back to me,” 

"OT jee 

iWerveeGOde 1 hater sa kl corpora ls, 4 

Burnside set the phone down and unconsciously snapped a pencil in half in 
his right hand. 

"Problem, sir?” asked Livingston. 

"His bloody cousin! It’s a wonder we ever catch anyone after a crime in 
this damn place; everyone is everybody's cousin!” 

"Gr lover” added Livingston. 

"Yes, quite. Well, as I was saying we still have Harvey and Cox loose on 
thie island. I have tried to place myself in Harvey's shoes. | think he is 
preparing to run, probably with Cox. From our intercept we know they are 
gathering money. We've possibly missed them at the GDP building by now, what 


with all of the excitement at Portobello.” 


"Yes,” 

"Tr took the liberty of adding a 9th number to the scanner. The GDP office 
telephone is now being monitored.” 

The Covernor was pleasantly surprised. “Excellent Mr. Thatcher.” And he 
was concerned this had slipped by him. ‘I am really feeling this’ he thought 
to himself. 


"T think Harvey may try to get to South Caicos by fast boat. He 
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is bright enough to expect the airport here to be watched. And short of 
grabbing a charter out of here, he is unlikely to feel comfortable waiting 


for the 4 PM Pan Am flight. Out of South he could arrange a charter to who 


knows-where. I-" Fes 


SOM eee na & 
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"If you will, sir, allow me to handle it. Please rest here." 

The Governor started to move and felt light headed. "Alright then, but 
please send Mindy to me.” 

John and Livingston went quickly to the hallway. "John, get your mother 
for the Governor.” 

There were already voices in the speaker when Livingston entered the 
doorway. 

“-mne South one hour,” 

"South? Why?" 

[JUS Paarl 

"Where we go?" 

"Tell you there. Have plenty fuel?” 

“Maybe three hours fuel, Need more?" 

"Yes, more. Fill wp. Tell no-one, understand?” 

"Ble secret?" 

"Big secret, you owe me, yes?" 

“lowe: you. One “hour.” 

The line went dead. Livingston was rubbing his wet hands together. 

"The boss called it; that was Harvey arranging a charter at South Caicos, 
yes?" 


Robin turned to him. “Yes, and here is the number he called. I think it 
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is Grey Hills Aviation on Portobello", handing over a scrap of paper. 

"He was calling from the GDP office?" he mused noticing the two numbers 
on the paper. 

“That's right; it's a good thing we added that number-.” 

Livingston called for John and the boy appeared. 

"You are on duty again; I need to report to your father” and he was 


again down the hallway. 


There was a soft knock on the door behind Harvey. He turned and knocked 
twice back, 

"Tt me, open door.” Plentiful pushed her sizeable body through the 
cracked door opening. 

"Boat. be ready ten minutes. Plane ready?” 

"Yes, one hour. he meet us. You get money?” 

"My sister have $500; Ihave.” 

"put it here” pointing at a pile on the GDP table. Plentiful did not 
respond. 

"Here, I “count!” Harvey insisted. 

Marvin Cox sat in a darkened corner, his heads in his hands. He had not 
uttered a word for 15 minutes. Harvey began to count, softly but aloud. 

Ome OOmmne, OU enc OU0N ay COU ce, COD) = 

cat nae 20", tea Se lox ¢ 

Harvey stopped counting and wrote °5000' on a piece of paper. 

"why not go? You fool!" 

"No, you fool. You run, never come back. This your country, .you not. run 


from country.” 


pret 


riod Stat 


+3; 
Bs! 
a. 
- 
wd) 
O 
e) 


erat YS TAR pe atnen Ce fil “ot Brow & Sores sy: 


7 — 
=a es 


# ~" 
* 
i oy, 
i 
’ 
%, fs - 
‘A 7 + 
« ’ 
s 
i 
‘ 
at 
“| 4a 


Plate etiait, Va 


U ‘as 


“Soalbiea gap aia oh gael baie oer mer 


a F y F 
2G Leg ee 
she age 
se ‘ot tee af ae w 
fit “c ' ung % Sau 
ry [ » 4 a @ _ % = 4 i] y ar S59 : 
‘ ; my <4 » a? 5 au kL : 
= tia Jt 
? 4 : * » 25 | / x ute °j 
4 ty i 
~ mi . 
; Lar man + G i 
p= i i 7 
‘ 
f 
i 
, | o ‘ 
AY » ) :. =a ee ret 
‘ ee | ¢ 
‘ F ee) 
thet 4 
. ’ >. te rt “i. 4 , Abb oe i 7 
‘ 


one J 
a | t ms 
: : , 
. 4 ry 
= (eel. 2Oaas ue TMi 
~~ -~ 
: NeGer- at TUG) SiG, eet” 
SA 
, ye « iat ad ‘ ws 
bh O0e2 SVE 39 S \a 
‘ = : 
mf yee Ss eine he vl rigs 75 - ately 
‘ i aL AS 5 : : My PY j 
, : =A 
‘ si, 4 
. : \ 
i DOs 


i 4 , " ait «OO tow s ’ — ww 
«hosel “oreen "Lands ft .eeen 


ari “heel uh b.5 a-Si Se oie 


tf 
’ is , i _ ¥ 
? = ' 


000 ib, BO96 5 shale ABBE. aca 


| | oi sea ti hog. yan yee 


Siyes, ; . 


a ay - 4 
f é ha +4 : ’ 
ib ¥ 1 


“We go jail here. You too. We all go jail. we better hide Haitd, 
Then few week, we come back.” 

"Not come back. British be mad, CM be mad. Everybody be mad. We not come 
back" and Cox pressed his face into his hands above his chest. 

Harvey turned back to the pile of money and read from the number he had 
written down, 

MEeHOO bono ,COGbCRe rT 6.5000 Lnwealaversi x: thousand fiveshundred: dollars: 
We stay lone time Haiti with that!" 

Plentifulewas reachinertfor theiplie ori .S.ehundred doliartbilis; Harvey 
cut her off, slamming his palm on the pile. 

"No, L carry. We go now, hurry’ Boat waiting!" 
Marvin Cox did not move. Plentiful had the door open and was walking to 
the battered Ford station wagon parked outside. Harvey tried one more time. 
"Marvin, you stay, you be jail by dark. You come, you be drinkin’ rum 
and coke tonight." 

Harvey stood in the doorway; the Ford motor started behind him. Plentiful 
was waving at him to hurry, 

Cox did not move. Harvey raised the paper bag of money in salute, 

“Fhank you for money" and the door closed leaving Cox sitting alone as 


the station wagon pulled away. 


Thatcher had just completed relating the intercept to the Governor. 
"South Caicos as I thought?" 

"Ves, and it was the GDP office telephone they used-." 

"ves, yes. Well, our plane is on the way to Portobello. By the time we 


turn it around, it may be too late to catch them on South, And I need Jeremy 
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on Portobello to clean up the mess. We do have one man on South Caicos.” 

“lr, WO? 

"Oh yes, you wouldn't know. I dispatched Corporal McVey with Jeremy in 
our plane. He is being dropped off in South to watch the airport. If he sees 
Harvey or Cox, he is to phone us here. Unfortunately, he is not armed and I 
think him too inexperienced to make the arrest.” 

"Sir?" began Thatcher again "there is no longer any mystery as to whether 
or not Harvey will be there; we have the intercept. He could already be 
heading there in a boat. They said one hour; that's 50 minutes from now!" 

Minday appeared at the doorway. "Martin, there is a police officer here 
to see you. He says it is urgent.” 

eSend imei.” 

Lieutenent Prattle appeared in the doorway. 

See 

"ves Lieutenent, what is it?" 

"Sir, man report mé Harvey and Plentiful at South Dock getting on fast 
boat 

"How long ago?” 

Prattle looked at his most prized possession, a Casio dive watch. He was 
not a diver, but here on Grand Turk everyone pretended they were. 

"Five minutes, more.” 

"Any sien of Mr. Cox, Lieutenent?" 

ENG Sire 


"Ljeutenent, {8 the police launch operational?” 


rTM police launch, ea it running? 
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"Novsir, think propel lar bert.” 

"Bad luck; OK, stand outside and I will call you," 

The Governor scribbed a few words on his legal pad, and checking his 
watch, jotted down the time: '11:20 AM’. 

"Livingston, we are very thin. I am going to be frank with VOU, Me wivink 
my pressure is too high for me to race to South to arrest Harvey. I am going 
to empower you to do this and you will take Prattle with you. OK?" 

Livingston Thatcher, late of the British Consulate in Detroit, where his 
most exciting day was a two martini lunch with an American car parts 
supplier, was sweating profusely. Far more than the modeat December heat 
would normally cause, 

FAeorco Sore burl) dontarvine telling you I am nervous." 

The Governor looked at him closely. ‘Yes, you are nervous; the ShlLrr ie 
Stained, your face is beaded and hands are dripping wet, But then I have a 
boiling set of veins and arteries; if I stand up, I may tall’ down," 

"Lieutenent Prattle?"” There was no response. 

"Livingston-.” 


Neste iowtiwiiiteer him” 


Polly Conner worked her way through the long line of cars Stopped along 
the highway. A fresh contingent of police officers had arrived and was 
trying to clear the crowd away from the fire scene as well as the accident. 
Polly's van was the first to move past the stranded van and cruiser after 
the police opened up one lane to traffic. 

The fire department was now pumping water from the church cistern and 


it looked as if they had the fire Stopped, Polly guessed two, perhaps three 
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of the apartments were gutted; all on the top floor. Mentally she made a 
note to herself to have the cable TV crew check their wires there; some were 
certainly damaged in the fire. 

Free of the jam, she checked her watch. It was now past 11:45 and she was 
not of a mind to stop at the agency office as she had planned. She would 


drive straight home and deal with her departing guests. 


Pool! (te vas vprattile with Livingstone bose by. 

"Lieutenent, I am sending you with the Chief Secretary to South Caicos. 
Thanks to your excellent police work, we believe Mr. Harvey and Plentiful 
will be trying to meet a chartered plane there. I want them both arrested at 
the airport and held until we can arrange transportation. Hold them at the 
AlroOmea net ineoceburastarboun.) [aythatiioiear?” 

"Sie? Plentitul?* 

"Yes, both of them. You will do exactly as Mr. Thatcher asks, just as if 
you were responding to my requests. Is that understood?” 

"Yes: sir!" 

Livingston spoke, 

Sr Sans postatoon? " 

"Yes, that's next. Lieutenent, walt outside again and Mr. Thatcher will 
join you presently." 

“Sir!” and he saluted smartly. The Governor waved him off but did not 
salute, 

"Livingston, we are out of airplanes. Please get on the telephone and see 
{f TCNA has a flight ready to take off in the next 15 minutes.” 


“iovecvem Caicos sir? 
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"No damn it, to anyplace. If they do, I'll speak with them. If they 
ona well, Te its iilenssealk with them!" 

The Ee nee ON face was now quite red. Livingston wished Mindy would 
come back into the room, The last thing they needed right now was the 


Governor collapsing. 


Marvin Cox sat alone in the GDP building for nearly 30 minutes. Then he 
stoodsandrwentrinto the bathroom. Flipping on the light, he stared at his 
faceninsche mirror, 

"ou, bis ais he ie enpet "Now you ent Stupid man.” 

He shut off the light, fumbled in the dark for his GDP building keys and 
stepped out into the bright sunlight. Out of habit he locked the door behind 
and began walking, He turned north and walked Slowly at first. Several cars 
driving by honked and people waved to him. He did not wave back. 

One car drove up beside and slowed down. A man’s voice interrupted his 
thoughts. 

"Want ride?" 

Marvin stopped and looked at the voice. It was Jack the taxi driver. Jack 
was his friend and right now Marvin needed a friend. 

"You busy?" he asked Jack. 

"No, have time. Get in. Where to?" 

"We just drive?" 

"Sure, nothing happen’ here. We drive.” 


And Jack's van continued north, away from the airport. 


"TCNA says they have no plane capable of going anyplace right now, 
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The next plane available is due in from Salt Cay in 30 minutes, 

"Let me have the phone; who is this?” 

"T have James Plasset, the ground manager-." 

"Plasset, Governor Burnside here. Are you Sure there are no flyable 
planes on the ground at the present time?” 

"No sir, noné at all. This is our maintenance day and -." 

“Not even a small single engined?” 

TNOCNI Nees rT Noting vat all.” 

"Bugger. OK, do what you can to rush the plane back from Salt Cay. 
Plasset, this 1s a matter of national security. I need a plane to fly two 
men to South Caicos right now. Do you understand the importance of this?” 

Tenncers and suc fb canconliy go whats can do-.” 

“Hang it; the Chief Secretary is on his way to you with a policeman. See 
that they get to South Caicos as fast as possible.” 

Leo wiyapes: (sire 

The Governor tossed the phone ta the cradle. "I knew selling the national 
airline out to private interests was a mistake. Damn those Texans; what a 
miserable way to run an airline!" 

Mindy had returned to the room with freshly wet towels but stood back 
while her husband was screaming into the telephone. She also had a glass of 
water in one hand. 

"Martin, take these two pills and then take a deep breath. Frankly my 
dear, you look very bad." 

He took the pills and the water and swallowed them down. Setting the 
water Aiary he took her hand. She was already mopping his wet brow. 


Livingston stood silently and then took the initiative. 
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"Sir, I propose to leave now.” 


"Yes, of course. You know what needs to be done; good luck to you.” 


"Yes sir, you car count on me. Now you rest and ...." he could think of 


nothing else to say. Mindy managed a wave to him behind her back. Livingston 
was off, collecting the Lieutenent along the way. 


-end~ 
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"Good morning. It is 7 AM in the Turks and Caicos Islands. This 1s Robert 
Manchester with the Monday news. 

"Portobello's police department is blaming faulty wiring for a Sunday 
morning fire which destroyed three apartments in a nine unit complex 
directly behind the catholic church, off Leeward Highway. No one was injured 
inside of the apartment group but two firemen suffered minor burn and 
abrasion injuries battling the stubborn blaze. 

“tn a related story, Cable and Wireless technician Samuel Stubbs died in 
4 two car traffic accident directly in front of the blazing apartment. at 
about the time the blaze was discovered. Witnesses say Stubbs was driving 
away from the fire when his van plowed into the arriving fire truck, 
oareened off of the fire truck and then struck a police cruiser also 
arriving on the scene. Stubbs was pronounced dead at the scene of the crash, 

"Tt ts theorized Stubbs was working on telephone equipment stored in the 
building's top floor when the fire began. It is believed he was racing for 
help when the accident occured. Manager Robin Lewster for Cable and Wireless 
says Stubbs was a top employee and his bravery will not be forgotten. 

"A policeman, Corporal McVey headquartered in Grand Turk, was injured 
in an altercation on South Caicos about noon Sunday. McVey apparently was 
attempting to apprehend one or more men who were believed to be working on 
an aircraft at the South Caicos airport when he was struck down. The Die 
trartac control officer on South Caicos witnessed the incident from his 
tower location and reports the plane and its occupants then flew off leaving 
McVey on the ground. Police are withholding details of the incident and the 


identification of the airplane pending a review by the Governor's office. 
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Mcovey was taken to Grand Turk hospital where he is listed in good condition. 

"More news after this message from BWI Trading, limited.” 

Mindy Burnside watched the expressions of her husband's face as both 
listened to the first morning news. Sunday had not ended well for the 
Governor. Minister Harvey had escaped, Marvin Cox was still not accounted 
for, and the skeletal staff of bis official British contingent had been 
Scattered over several islands. She had iosisted he go to bed around 4 
Sunday afternoon, just minutes after Robin Lewster told Martin Someone named 
Seybold was not a telephone technician, but a Cable and Wireless attorney in 
disguise. She could not remember the last time her husband totally lost 
control as he did with Lewster. Now he was Sitting up in bed with @ tray on 
his lap, sipping tea and occasionally taking a bite of unbuttered toast. 
They had exchanged only a few words when she awoke to find him fiddling with 
the radio at 6:45 AM, 

"Chief Minister Orville Smythe'’s office advises WIV there will be a 
public news conference at 12 noon today on Grand Turk. Smythe, late on 
Saturday, said he would reveal details charging Cable and Wireless with 
tapping his telephones this morning. WIV expects to have a full report on 
our 1 PM news this afternoon. 

"In the weather today-." Mindy reached for the volume control and turned 
down the radio. 

"T think we know about the weather” she smiled. It was bright and sunny 
outside, 

"I wonder what it might be in the south of England today?" The Governor 
was now smiling at her, She winked back. They planned to retire to the south 


of England. The weather there wag their private joke. 
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Jeremy McTabbish also switched off his radio when the weather forecast 
appeared, He had arrived back on Grand Turk at dusk after orchestrating the 


official investigation of the incidents on Portobello. His decision to 


ae 


deactivate but not take out the Portobello exchange taps followed 


es 


discussion with the Governor shortly after 2 PM Sunday. Brown and Seybold 
had accomplished this before they too returned to the capital island. Jeremy 


had gone directly to Waterloo upon his return, where he learned the Governor 
AT 4am 
had been placed in bed under sedative several hours before . this morning he 


would meet with the CM aeuensht at Cable and Wireless; an invitation the CM 
Carne, 


\OnA~cd 
fem, he 5 eters meet with 


had to be badgered to accept, 
Lewster and his British visitor crew at 8:30. In Jeremy's possession were 
copies of the audio tapes made during the previous day's intercepts. 

He hoped to convince the Cae and Wireless had nothing to do with 
phone tapping, but he was reluctant to explain his own use of the 


“RESRETARLY, ioe | . 
synthesizer to make his point. Remwetestie the self incriminating tapes of 


Last Mesut 
Harvey were a fall_baek, all-else-has-falled tool. He was now reviewing his 
ammunition on a legal pad. 
‘"#1-Statements of Brown, Seybold 
A-Documentation Grand Turk, Portobello exchanges 
1-List of phones tapped, names of those tapped 
Note: Make point no CM phones tapped; Governor tapped! 
'#2-History of taps (Lewster) 
A-First taps Dec.XxX (Grand Turk) 
B-Dec, 28 discovery Portobello 
1-(Brown/Seybold) Discovery by Samuel Stubbs 


2.Ffre Portobello; Stubbs death 
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3~-(myself) Equipment found, burned apartment 
'#3-Equipment located/Plentiful'’s house 
A-Missing Marvin Cox' 

Jeremy's plan Was to not mention Harvey in the meeting. He wanted to 
plant the suggestion that Cox and Stubbs worked together on the operation 
with Plentiful as an agent on Grand Turk. He would admit they had no clue as 
to the agent on Portobello. 

With the meeting being held at the Cable and Wireless office, he planned 
for Brown to demonstrate what a tap looked like and describe how the system 
worked. At this point he was going to offer the CM a tour of the companion 
equipment found and now under guard at Plentiful's, He would mention that 
Plemvifuliwas alse net, accounted for 

No mention would be made of Plentiful and Harvey’s apparent escape by 
chartered plane. An early morning telephone message from Lieutenent LaSarde 
told him the Portobello based charter pilot had admitted flying the two as 
far as Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

Jeremy was packing papers in his briefcase when there was a soft Knock at 
the rear door. He glanced at his watch; 7:50 AM. Alone in the house he 
walked to open the door, 

"Good morning Jack" he said to the smiling cab driver. "Come in, I have a 
few minutes.” 

“Monn in sinew we talke” 

“ema bt of a rush; but yea, please.” 

Jack stood by the doorway, keeping his options open. "You look for man?" 
he asked. 


"What man?” 


ane 


7 > 
" 
; 
- 
. ~ 
Ba 
ie 
' 
ke 
s a 
* 
r . 
m 
i ec 


eur hfe? » ANOS tem civ 


- “ L ; - 
e004 @ fURLAaTC bs fone! acpi aon ee 


) <s i yey? e/a) oy ; fie imig: edna iet ‘ 


ina a 
ow eddie Dae eoO facie notebepque- etna iy 
H . seyn 7 an donne oe ee ibs sree <f ate 
4 ey ya -~%& SHAS ats of 

i i iv yo? tt fie ; bes oy f 4 ; 
T4 = ‘ ng 
ii *, ; ' rm ida hy 7i7 » i ai aia} gt 

i 
; ~ 
‘es; j io] ~ Si acs ® “4 f = » 4; f4¢9 ; y 2 f. 6 +i, ms D =" “% c ‘ a 
2 hy 

: : — ' zit ra? pe 
' atk | ak } “wal Wee eae’ tee ee 

pA i k 3 : hig 
U ; ch 

4 
~ ; ( Orig wey teats 
i 1 

| od if Ma iy he ime ov 
me ty| itd ; re A [pet se at TAL 4 AP IIB 

>] é o< ‘ . . 2 ‘ > -_ as hee Ae + 

e t 

a9 Dative i fe typit Laer) or Cert ay inked: i Lexy 


; Ff a feta awake tie-ja Se xet 


14 paw weboletyd «lt 2, ee Ba tAeke eee Nines we 
a ' . 
' ea! sg pneey f 
, : Y HOS ROL reiviias OM. : (oon reat Sid. 


k sowie arin rent or bewlee, 


‘ev dew gutiain. Sih i$ ae: ear, “ag h, aekirin beanies” 


” = 
4% 


Or ame | ivepgunte wate 


ce | ) Fa  eadiga. te. Saktixon” 


" Cae a4 sin am dbivs ‘. te. ats ~ qe ar) 
isee Bt 80 i deooni “seo og: 


oe 


"Telephone man, Marvin Cox?” 

McTabbish saw a light at the end of the tunnel. "Please sit down Jack; 
yes, we are looking for Cox,” 

"He in ble trouble, yes?" 

"Well, I don't know how big yet. We do wish to question him. 

"About funny business at telephone company?” 

"That's right. Do you know where Cox is hiding?” 

Jack smiled, stood up and moved back to the door. "I not involved in this 


funny business; you understand?" 


R 


For everything Jack was known to be, a liar did not make the list. “Yes 


U 


I understand." 

"Vou know Harvey and Plentiful run to Haiti?” 

Be now.” 

“You know Cox and Stubbs do this work for Harvey?” 

"Ves, and Stubbs is dead.” 

"You know there 21 taps here Grand Turk?” 

"Dg itl, KNOWS. O° 

teoxeeay @iy  OKpnif ietaker youstochin; how helbe treated?” 

"Jack, we need someone to collaborate our evidence. We need a person from 
the inside of this operation to tell us what they did. That will assist us 
to build a case against Harvey.” 

"You say Marvin be this person to help you?” 

“Perhaps, ” 

Jack looked intently at the AG. Jack's position in the community depended 
upon his being a free agent, not being tiled to any side or persausion. He else 


was dangerously close to that edge, he-felt. 
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"OK, you come with me. I take you to Cox. 

Jeremy was now worried about the time. His watch said 8 AM; he had 
planned a brief stop at his office before the 8:30 meeting at the telephone 
company. This was more important. 

"Let's go" and he lifted his brief case and followed Jack out the door, 

Jack's van was parked under Casaurina pine trees at the end of Jeremy's 
driveway. Jack backed into the driveway so they approached the van from the 
rear. 

"Wait" Jack requested as Jeremy walked past the back of the van for the 


side door. He stopped walktee and Jack opened the rear doors to the van. 


A black man was laying beneath the seat. avon 
“This Cox” he announced. The man crammed under the seat was shak ing red 
PeLent . (eee Ged) 


Paul Monasto stood at the door to the Harvey wood working shop in 
Portobello'ts airport commercial area. The shop appeared to be empty. 
"Hello, anyone here?" he called. There was no response 
He tried again and now heard the shuffling nolse of wood against wood 
from inside the building. He entered. 
In a far corner he could make out two dark forms moving plywood sheets 
from a pile to a pick-up truck. He Loeked-areundas he -watked Sr eae cone 
po he WRU | Mf 
aquipment , ae and old spread throughout the one-time hanger, A small oft ice 
Lnltt 
area, open to the work floor, was dark. The men took no notice of him and 
continued the methodical shifting of plywood sheets from stack to ERUCK. 
“T am Paul Monasto; 18 Gonzalez here?” Paul was looking for the shop 


manager and now stood at the side of the pickup they were filling. Neither 
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man said a word nor changed the“ pace eh: 

"Conzalez?” Paul repeated. 

One man raised his hand as a signal to the other to stop. 

"No Gonzalez” he said. 

Paul decided the men were Haitian. And he tried to remember his high 
school French. 

He stammered ‘'Ou est Gonzalez?” 

Both men laughed aloud. One smiled and said in almost perfect English 

“Gonzalez gone, maybe Dominican Republic.” 

Paul was baffled. ‘Of course; this is still the Christmas vacation week,’ 
He started again. “When will Gonzalez come back; this week?” 

The Haitian was now growing irritated at the questions. 

"Why you want to know? Who are you?" 

"T have been hired by ~ to came here to work, to build cabinets. I was 
supposed to report to Gonzalez this morning.” 

The man relaxed a little. "I see; Gonzalez leave this morning vol. think ne 
not come back. His boss gone too.” 

‘Hig boss?’ thought Paul; ‘Harvey’? But he dared not mention Harvey's 
name. "Thank you; I'll come back,ahhh - later.” And he turned to walk back 


to his car. Now what would he tell Karen? Should he go to see Avery? 


Avery Burgess had left his compound at 7 AM to inspect work at the 
shopping center. The atreets were buzzing with talk of the fire, the death 
of Stubbs, and something else. A native had gaid to him shortly after he 
climbed from his pickup truck "Harvey run away to Haiti; he steal 


telephones.” It was an amazing thing about Turks and Caicos culture; Cable 
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and Wireless telephones had provided a new tool to the pre~telephone 
efficient system for relaying news. Avery knew there was usually about a 70% 
truth factor in any such story he heard. The mistake in this story? Harvey 
was not stealing telephones; he was stealing messages from telephones. A 
Fine point perhaps to his fellow natives; an important point to Avery. 

‘They already know’ he thought to himself, ‘That means the Chief Minister 
also knows. I wonder how he will handle this in his news conference at noon? 


Will he admit or implicate his own Minister?’ 


Polly Conner awoke just after 8. She could think of no reason to leave 
the bed. As best she could recall, the night before had gone badly. The 
image of the burning building, the screaming children and the smashed cars 

yLCo ure, nar 
kept playing through her mind. She couldrecall her meeting with Karen had 
been good and for an hour it had taken her consciousness away from the 
events that preceded. But that was yesterday; now her head and body ached, 
and she was fully dressed in her own bed. How in the world did that happen? 

Slowly it was coming back. Young Shawn had disappeared to the beach 
during her meeting with Karen; his clothing and two bags already moved to 
Polly's in-house guest room, the ‘vater-bed room’ as she called it. 

Karen had left after agreeing she would begin work for Polly January Sts 
‘Then I thought of joining Shawn on the beach but my head ached and I felt 
it might be better if I started the intimate dinner for mhwoawaAlonesthe ay I 
found an open bottle of white wine; damn it! I remember almost nothing after 
thai 

shawn remembered. He found ‘Aunt Polly’ quite inebriated and strangely 


playful when he returned to the house around 6. When she rubbed against his 
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sgean wet wey he was at first startled and then frightened by his own body 
responses. He had promptly excused himself when he felt his swimsuit bulge, 
and gone to his room to shower and organize racing thoughts. When he finally 
reappeared Polly had the dinner ready to serve. 

Unfortunately, she now had a second bottle of wine open and before they 
reached desert, his companion could barely pick up her fork. 

Shawn then virtually carried her to bed where she seemed to make a 
miraculous recovery. Insisting he sit down on the bed with her to watch a 
videotape, he discovered she had an unexpected appetite for triple X rated 
Greek films. For the first five minutes he dared not look at her, his eyes 
transfixed on the screen. When he finally stole a sidelong glance, she was 
passed out fully clothed, wrapped in a blue silken sheet. He shut the video 
off, dimmed the lights and stole back to his waterbed; where he had a wet 
andet elie nent, 

With throbbing head she pulled herself from the bed and started for the 
bathroom. If she couldn't recall what she and Shawn did do, she knew 
instinctively what they did not do, Standing, trying to improve her 
equilibrium, there was a knock at the door. 

‘who could that be?' she wondered. ‘I am not presentable!’ 

"Ves may hor pseit?" 

"Au- Polly? It’s Shawn. Are you alright?” 
"Oh, Shawn.) She broke into a painful smile. "Yes, I'm mostly alright. 
But I'm having trouble standing up. The wine I guess.” 
Sting - CAO 


The door opened, he took a hesitant step inside wearing only as of 


Swim Shoats, ; 
hWavallae Polly*stheart rosertoshers throat and she glanced quickly at 
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herself in the mirror. ‘Just awful!’ she i eg 
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"Can I help you? I mean, if you are having trouble standing up-.” 

“Why OL course woucan, What avchivalrous thing tovorfer. Here, Let me 
lean on your Strong SM SABE baking hisidrm. With the tirst few escorted 
steps her aches and pains melted away. 

Me tar rad 150 as terrible as I feel she began. They were 
approaching the bathroom. 

"Do you want me to leave you here?" he-aeked. The tone in his voice told 
her everything; he had no desire to leave. She stopped them at the door and 
moved her hand and arm from around his supporting shoulder to his chest. 
Laying her head against him and stroking the young growth of hair, she 9 

; ( ae 
answered. ae om 
ees 

*Had a shower yet?" ee 

Polly could hear Shawn's heart beating rapidly and he could feel the 

aka ore separating from his stomach just below her searching hand. 

"NG, 10, [ov 1 guess that might be a’ good idea 

Polly’s hand slipped lower on his stomach and came to rest firmly 
grasping his now man-sized penis. She tapped it gently with her fingertips 

"You get in and start the water. I'll be just a minute!” and she turned 
her head slightly running the tip of her tongue from his chest to the top of 


SWir Sas, P ; Sarr ‘ 
his foekep-shertes, Her hand pulled the shartse down and the tongue followed. 


For the first ten minutes, Jeremy McTabbish held little hope Marvin Cox 
would be useful in the prosecution. Jack insisted on butting into the 
Hye eying OV 
conversation,” acting it-seemed like the attorney for Cox, and each time 
Jeremy thought he was making progress Jack would send the conversation 


careening off in a new direction. Jeremy was running out of time. 
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"Jack, I do appreciate your trying to help here; it might be better if 
you would give me a couple of minutes ALONE SILOM ECOK. 

Jack looked at Marvin. "That's ORF he said, motioning Jack into retreat. 

"T cannot promise you there will be no prosecution of you; but I can 
assure you my office will be much less inclined to prosecute to the letter 
of the law if you agree to help." 

"vou mean I get off light?” 

® “ves, something like that". Jeremy thought ‘He's been watching too much 

American television!’ "Look, you know much of the evidence we have; we don't 
have Plentiful or Minister Harvey. They may never return, but we can still 
clear this matter up without them. Here is what I can promise; you've had an 
excellent work record at Cable and Wireless. I think given the 
circumstances of what just happened, they can be convinced they need a new 
security department to protect their customer's privacy. What better man to 
head up that security department than yourself!” 

‘wi dopinat oe me?) 

“lt will speak with Cable and Wireless on your behalf. How can we 
prosecute a man fully if he is going to head up their new security 
department?” 

That moved Cox; he actually smiled. 
"Yes, yes, What I learn I now use to protect customers. That's good!" 
“7 "Do we have an agreement, then?” 
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‘Yesr Veyaerece: 


"Good, Now let's get over to the Cable and Wireless office." 


Robin Lewster had Seybold and Brown in his office by 7:30. Seybold was 
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doing most of the talking, brainstorming about the telephone company 


avoiding a string of lawsuits. He genuinely feared the fallout which might 


fer Nee @ A 


eeenr from public knowledge of the extent of tapping. Lewster, on the other 


a 


hand, was worried mostly about being transferred to a more remote, less 


hospitable Cable and Wireless enclave. Unfortunately, he couldn't remember 
one less desireable than Grand Turk; and that worried him all the more. 

Brown had his technical documentation completed. He understood he might 
be asked to demonstrate the taps to the Chief Minister, and explain how they 
were installed and found. All of this had been worked atte between the AG 
and Lewster Sunday evening over the Instrument of choteeg, une telephone, 

Reggie Seybold was now focusing on 4 BOintwor especial concern Lo bin, 

“Mr, Brown, how can we insure this is not likely to happen again? Home 
office is going to ask this question.” 

"Someone in the telephone company must have the training required to spot 
taps within the exchange; you saw how quickly I fauenteyvou torde: it?” 

“ves, quite. Robin, if your work force performed such a check say once or 
twice per month, and the man performing the check logged off he had done so, 
wouldn't you be better able to deal with the threat?" 

"“T suppose, but how do we prevent the tappor from becoming the tappee? 

If Cox had been our checker here, for example, he could a@ign off there being 
no taps and then go about it himself just as he ea 

Seybold was mulling this over when Robin's secretary appeared at the 
door. “You have guests" she reported. “The AG, Sd eeOUr thr sr CoNe 

There was total quiet in the room; Seybold spoke first. “Speak of the 
devilt"™. 


“We'll be just a moment.” he told the secretary. wee erine you. when ane 
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had closed the door he looked at Seybold, 

"How long do you suppose they've had him? And why would he bring Cox 
here?” | 

Seybold shook his head; he had no answers. 

“what the bloody hell are we supposed to do? Treat him like a long lost 
friend or returning hero?" 

Seybold again had no answers. 

"Alright then, let's see what the AG has up his sleeve.” Robin reached 
for his intercom button, "We are ready; send them in please." 

Cox entered the room first followed closely by Jeremy. Cox looked 
atraight at Lewster but walked to a vacant chair. Jeremy open the dialogue, 

“Gentlemen; I know you are surprised by our guest. Mr. Cox contacted me 
only in the last half hour and has turned himgelf in voluntarily. I brought 
him along for two reasons; I didn't wish to be late to this meeting, and, I 
believe he may be useful to us in dealing with the Chief Minister's 
allegations." 

"This is highly out of the ordinary-” began Lewster. 

“nather, But so is this entire situation, Unless you have excellent 
reasons for asking Mr. Cox to leave, I suggest we get on with the meeting.” 

Lewster again. “He is being arrested, yes?” 

"Ne has voluntarily turned himself and he has voluntarily agreed to 
supply us with information we seek, He is not officially being detained at 
this moment and as long as Mr. Cox continues to cooperate ikcla tah e Luexeitt) 
against his detention.” 

Vie ST 
"This is bhekey irregular. This man-.” 


"Just a minute Robin.” It was Seybold, “I think Jeremy is onto something 
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quite clever here and I suggest we let him continue." He could see Lewster 
was not pleased with his position, so he added "If it makes you less 
concerned, I take full Cable and Wireless responsibility for his being 
here.” 

ae owe ih Oo Unie 

Teas iaak | fot 

"So noted. Now, let’s get on with our plans for the meeting with the CM." 


detailed 
Patio pti the 


g Jeremy drew his legal. pad from the briefcase and hs 
scenario he had outlined. There were no comments until the end. Seybold 
asked the question. 

"You drew this up before the appearence of Mr. Cox?" 

‘Correct e? 

"Do you see a position for Mr. Cox in our dog and pony show for the 
Chief Minister, then?" 

All eyes turned on Marvin, who had listened intently. He now more fully 
understood the range of charges against the conspirators and while he still 
felt comfortable with his agreement with the AG, he was suddenly concerned 

9 about the seriousness of the possible charges, ‘It had all seemed 80 easy, 
and almost innocent’ he reflected to himself. 

Jeremy asked the question. "Marvin, would you be willing to stand in 
front of the Chief Minister and explain what you did?” 

It was not that Marvin Cox was especially political; he hung around the 
GDP people primarily because his ex-boss, Harvey, was a GDP person. And he 
voted for the GDP in the election for the same reason. But Marvin's 
interests were women, fast cars and money. Politics was neither fun nor 


Ned 


interesting to him. He had no special fear of the Chief Minister; he barely 
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knew the man, 

“How public this be?” he asked. 

"Public? What do you mean?” 

"T mean you want me to explain to the CM how we tapped and recorded 
messsages?" 

Jeremy prodded him. “That is one option we are Chinking abou. © 

"so how public? I do this in front of IV cameras and radio microphones, 
ie WE alo sac emuiehe Veer. weiss aM 

Jeremy nodded. Now he understood. "Ob no, if VOU det ts), sand yourmust 
volunteer to do it as we cannot force you to do so, it would be the three of 
us, the CM, and maybe one other person from the CM's office. No TV cameras, 
no microphones.” 

STR Tt dove sit help me?” 

Jeremy was not prepared to spring his suggestion for a security detail 
within Cable and Wireless, just yet. Quickly, he must bend the conversation 
in a new direction. 

"Our agreement is between you and I. Yes, this will help you with my 
handling of this matter:” 

Marvin did not hesitate. “Then I do it.” 

Jeremy was pleased and relieved. “Good, Very good. Robin, where would you 
suggest we make use of Mr. Cox's volunteered services?” 

Robin wags still trying to disect the private message he heard passing 


b. puUvett BILL roe 
from Jeremy to Cox, He wanted to raise the question of 'what..agreement—have 
you. made, privately’ but thought better Obeieal Ents tetveen kthe 
AG and eDey inet: he thought to himself; ‘I best stay out of government 
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His long pause was mistaken for deep thought, "There are two 
possibilities; if the CM refuses to believe Cable and Wireless didn’t know 
about this or was behind this, then we ask Marvin to set the record 
straight. Or, we simply start off with Marvin conducting the tour and 
explaining that he did ae with Samuel Stubbs and others. I’m not sure 
which would be most effective.” 

Jeremy had a stronger-opinion, "I opt for holding Marvin in reserve; let 
him stay in this office while the CM visits the exchange pese=-for-the-deg- 
and-persy-shew. Then if the CM is obstinate and determined to make a scene 5 
accusing the company of the tapping, we come back ese and privately meet in 
Cris office Withee. Com 

Seybold liked that plan and could see how Jeremy was trying to maintain 


und t oi a, Af bate 
control or trnet political football. "That makes good sense to me. There 1s no 


heriinia de 
need in making public the inner details of this operation if we can avoid 
public exposure. If the Chief Minister will back off on his charges without 
Usine Mr Cox. bo vote for tthar.” 

Lewster now saw the wisdom of keeping the operation as small and quiet as 
possible. But he had a new worry just now forming in his mind. 

"Suppose the CM shows up with 4 sizeable entourage; we ean’ t have six or 
twelve people trooping through our show and tell. Ten minutes after this is 
all over, there will be as many versions of this as people here, spread from 
Grand Turk to Portobello.” 

Jeremy. “I have an answer. Because the Governor’s hot-line was amongst 
those tapped, he has evoked a cloak of National Security over all of this. I 


will simply explain that. If there Is an entourage, we respectfully request 


only the CM see the inner workings of the system.” 
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Lewster. "Are we agreed then?" All heads, including Cox, sheoak in unison. 


"Marvin, do you understand you will be left in this office while the 
Chief Minister makes his personal tour; that only if we feel he must be told 
by you how all of this happened will we bring him into this office?" 
"Nos aiunderstanie Buty." 
9 Yeas ? 4 
"Tl not eat since yesterday. Could I get something~-.” 
Jeremy was smiling. "Most certainly; I'm sure Mr, Lewster will send out 
for a breakfast for your right Robin?” 
2 any Poy ’ atrey os ; 
5 eae (if looks could have killed, Jeremy would be laying on the floor.) Robin's 
db B CeEPweeg A 
glance was filled with death rays. ‘Feed a bloody thief, in my own office?’ 
| Chye eb ch 
“Veg, I'm certain that can be arranged.” He ehanecedaat his watch; it was 
8:55. “Gentlemen, I suggest we go out front to await the arrival of the 
Chief Minister,” 
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Chapter Nineteen 
"Good afternoon. This is Robert Manchester with the afternoon edition of 
wi¥ news for Monday December 29th. it 1s 1 PM. 

"Chief Minister Orville Smythe held a public news conference less than 
one hour ago at the Legislative Chambers in Grand Turk. Some two weeks ago, 
Smythe accused the British government of tapping his telephones and 
assigning investigators to follow him, Just this past Saturday the Chief 
Minister announced he would elaborate on his phone tapping charges today. 
wiv has learned Smythe met with officials of Cable and Wireless and Attorney 
Ceneral Jeremy McTabbieh at 9 this morning. Following a one hour meeting at 
the telephone headquarters, the Chief Minister, representatives of the 
telephone company and the Attorney General drove to a private home in the 
back salina district of Grand Turk. Approximately two hours later the Chief 
Minister held his news conference, and here by recording is part of what he 
said, 


7, 


"T regret to announce a plot to undermine the security of the Turks and 
‘afcos Talands has been uncovered by investigators. Nearly three dozen 


illegal telephone taps have been found at the Grand Turk and Portobello 


telephone exchanges. Among the telephones tapped were those of government 


leaders including a tap on Governor Burnside's private hot line. 


“Tnvestigators have also found two locations, one on Portobello and one 
on Grand Turk, where the tapped lines were illegally monitored and recorded 
by scurilous individuals determined to destroy the security of Our marion, 
My government, with the cooperation of the police department has 
unraveled the intrigue behind this plot and I have asked Governor Burnside 


to immediately issue warrants for the arrest of two individuals believed to 
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be invel ved? init hd edastard ly deed. 
"On the matter of who was responsible, I am not going to reveal their 
names until all those suspected are in police custody. I do wish to commend 


the recent cooperation of Cable and Wireless and the British staff here for 


their assistance this weekend in bringing this matter to a close. 
%. 0) 


"T vish to further note that because T had the courage to speak out on 
this matter weeks ago, and throw the fear of God into many people, my 
government was finally able to secure the cooperation needed toca nSenis 
matter to an end. 

"This morning I toured the equipment facility of Cable and Wireless as 
well as equipment maintained by the perpetrators of Ente threanyta our 
security. I am satisfied that everything is now being done to return our 
communications system to a secure state, 

"Finally, because of this incident, I have now been able to obtain the 
agreement of Cable and Wireless that in the future new security measures 
will be taken to avoid a repeat of this situation. As your Chief Minister I 
can assure each of yo your telephone conversations are once again secure, 
and private” 

"Chief Minister Orville Smythe at his news conference just after noon 
today. WIV has also learned a charter flight apparently carried two 
individuals to Port-au-Prince, Haiti Sunday afternoon; those individuals 
are believed to be the ring leaders in the telephone coup. The names of the 
suspects and their nationality is not known at this time. 

“More news after this message from Grace Bay Nursery.” 


Governor Burnside, Livingston Thatcher and Jeremy McTabbish were 


sitting in the Governor's den at Waterloo listening to the newscast, 
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"The man has a way with words’ began Livingston, reaching to turn down 
the commercial message. “He has cleverly made it appear it was his office 
that instigated the investigation and we dragged out feet. I notice he gives 
his own office full credit for uncovering the plot. 

"He read the Statement; I watched him do it,” noted Jeremy. "I wonder who 
wrote it for him; he can barely write a coherent sentence without help. He 
ad~libs beautifully, bukt.writes poorly.” 

| ROU Ces asin or wording’ (began The Governor "between the 
newscast Manchester read and the words read by our Chief Minister, Did 
SLE On eyousmOl Cel unar?: 

"Vou mean the phrasing and the language itself?" asked Jeremy. 

"Precisely. I'd bet you could let Smythe or Manchester read opposite 
Parc Ssandwhin WoOMmldn teamake any digierence..” 

Thatcher was pensive. "Which means ... 

“Nothing perhaps. But wasn't there enough time for Smythe to get on the 
phone to Manchester after touring the set up at Plentiful's, and his news 
conference, 80 that Manchester could have written his statement for him?" 

Thatcher's eyes lit up. "And then FAxXed 1t back to the CM to read?" 

BPrec sely aduet anesoddythoushe. alt ally doesn't make a whits 
difference in this case. But I find it odd none the less. 

"Governor, may I serve lunch to the three of you here?” Mindy stood 
at the doorway. 

"Yes, if you please. We have much to do and that would help. Jeremy, 
review for me where we are at this time." 


The AG reached for his ever present and well worn brief case pulling 


Olea Gheath of papers. 
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"T believe we might call this the damage control phase. If there is one 
aspect which the Chief Minister, Cable and Wi reless and we agree upon, it is 
we try to move this out of the newscasts as fast as possible. Our biggest 
problem will probably be Benjamin Dornfield and his newspaper since he is a 
native and hag access to the inside gossip which moves with lightning speed 

coconut fe 
on the tem-tem circuit.” 
“Tf 1 agree this da ta.danger.at the end of the review, remind me about 


this point. I may have a,way to handle | Dorarleld? suggested the Governor. 


Avery Burgess listened to the 1 o'clock news from the comfort of his alr 
conditioned pickup-truck cab. His own sources assured him Harvey had escaped 
folaiti, With Avery] Ola nemisis Plentiful. He also had the name of Grand 
Turk co-conspirator Marvin Cox, and knew Cox turned himself in to the AG 
this morning. Twice since 9 AM he tried to reach Pauline Conner; her office 
did not know where she was, her home telephone went unanswered. That Pauline 
could not be found greatly concerned Avery. 

Burgess had sources of information in the native quarter which no-one 
else could touch, The native secretaries for both the Governor and the AG 
were loyal to Avery. Moreover, one of Velma's closer cous sins worked at 
waterloo as housekeeper. He had but to ask any of these women for 
information and they were more than anxious to share, And there was a system 
of rewarding those who helped him in this way; their loyalty was important 
to Avery, 

The areas of influenece he had difficulty infiltrating were within the 
offices of the government ministers, When Smythe and his Grand Democratic 


Party came. to power in 1988, a wholesale reshuffling of civil service 
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positions had followed. Although civil device jobs wore, by law, guaranteed to 
be above political patronage, Smythe's people wasted no time clearing out 
all secretaries and office personnel who were not ardent party supporters. 
‘Unfortunately,’ he knew ‘my Influence at the grass roots level is thin 
Cutside ofimy aid politcal party)” 
CARL 

Avery's truck pellet to a stop in front of the closed gates at Polly's 
complex. He tapped his horn and. a tall, thin Haittan ambled towards the 
eae, 

"Mrs. Conner is here?" he asked. 

Arnold now recognized the visitor. Everyone on Portobello knew who Avery 
Burgess was and what he represented. He opened the gate and flashed a toothy 
amile. 


7 a4 


ees ie Burgessé, Miss Polly im house. 

Avery waved his hand and took hig foot from the break. Arnold scrambled 
out of the way and pushed the gate open the last few feet. 

Polly was just exiting the shower when she heard the horn. This was her 
second shower for the day and this time she was alone. Shawn's sweat soaked 

(a+ Cu~ Ende UtiMS 
body ett in a Hatf awake state sprawled endways across the rumpled blue 
ies ree ey 
Af’ silk sheets oy the adjoining bedroom. 

Rubbing her hair vigorously with a heavy towel, she walked to the 
partially opened window to peer through the louvers. ‘Oh my God, it's 
Avery!’ she thought to herself. A robe hung on a hook nearby; she wrapped it 
about her body and threw open the bathroom door leading to the kitchen area. 

"Lannie, Lannie!" she called out. 

“yes Miss Polly?" came the response. 


"Lannie, Avery Burgess 18 coming down the driveway. Invite him in and 1 
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will be five minutes. I 


"Ves Miss Polly. You 


devilment buried deeply 


Polly never 


briechta “No, annie, Later 


Polly shut the bathroom 


up nude body 


neck. He was now 


flushed red, 


"There as no eubstiaite 


standing before a rack fill 


acting a cool dress 


tamperature she Slid it on 


of flip-flops crammed onto 
steps to the bathroom. 
changed. ‘This 


ta hereeit fo wiod 
she was on her way. 


“Hello, 


Avery very much enjoyed his private times alone with Pauline, 


feelings 
his natural 
He st 


resting gently upon her 


have 
want sheets 
inside 
really knew whether 
For 
door 
Streams of perspiration still 


soundyasleep, 


Nothing about 


ig Monday and he doesn't 


A quick application of eyeliner anc lipstick, a 


Avery; what a pleasant 


towards him were genuine 


self than with anyone 


to dress. Oh yes, give him a Diet Coke." 


changed now?" There was a certain 


of Lannie. 


Lannie was plain sLupice or Lexrril ely 


the gheeta.” 


and raced to her closet, past Shawn's face 


trickled down his cheeks and 


renained erect and 


but, sho noticed his penis 


for youthful vigor" she said to herself Soy, 


ed with dozens of sun dresses. 


which she hoped would hide her own elevated body 


over panties and hastily selected bra. A pair 


her feet, she again passed by Shawn retracing her 


his position nor body condition had 


leave unttl Thursday!’ she thought 


give me the strength!’. 


a shot from the hair dryer; 


surprise!" She hugged the large man. 
He kaew her 
and with Pauline he came closer to being 


alive. 


el] se 


stood gazing at her flashing eyes and wide smile with both hands 


shoulders. 


"vou look no worse for wear” he began, noticing a sudden flush in her 
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cheeks, "I apologize for visiting without warning. TI did try to reach you by 
telephone first. A great deal is happening and there are things you should 
know.” 

“Why don't we sit in my office?” Folly Suggested, In the back of her mind 
was Shawn awakening and stumbling from her bedroom in a daze; perhaps 
dressed as she last saw him, The corner of her mouth turned up as she 
Tisializea viis. The office was down a hallway, out of the trafic pattern. 

"Dal brits my ar bik along" agreed Avery. "I didn't hear from you afte 
you met with Karen; how did it goa?" 

"Very well, she starts work next Monday.” They were turning from the 
hallway imto the office. "I mayhave been afraid to use the phone, after our 

talk yesterday morning.” 

Avery sat down in a chair which Bill had once used as _bis—own. "1 
understand you were an eye witness to the fire and crash that killed 
SLUubpee. 

Polly smiled. Avery knew everything; almost. 

Vee wiP gauelits al Va fill tor tehe: blood, tehoserriny children crying, and ihe 
people screaming with flames all around. I will remember it forever.” 

Avery wags deeply moved. He looked closely at her eyes but could not read 
the mixed signals there. Leaning forward he took her fingers between his two 
hands, 

"Tt was God's will those children and adults be saved. As for Stubbs, he 
was playing a dangerous game and it caught up with him.” He paused, G ConA nar 
" how up to the minute are you with what has happened since that time? 

Do you know about Harvey?" 


eh 


shook her head. 


Polly looked down at their clasped hands and 
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Weal iy ten. Chen pateeeidkal ‘mvbecmitetarly out of touch with the ieland, 
from about the time Karen left.” 

"7 seer’ Avery was trying to catch her eyes but she was avoiding him. 

hen let me fill you in. Harvey and a woman named Plentiful have 


rat 


escaped; they flew to Haiti yesterday afternoon, A man named Cox is being 
af d te 


detained by the British in Grand Tork: he and Stubbs were the inside people 
pPCOor 


¢ 


on the two islands. They did the actual tapping.” 

"SOME Was Tries the phones were tapped?” 

"vas. The man Killed in the accident was the agent here for Harvey. 
Approximately three dozen taps were discovered on Grand Turk and here} | 
don't nave a list yet, but I will.” 

“why were they doing this? Was Lt poltetecal?” 

"Apparently not; it seems the information may have been sold. You kne 
peaple getting the jJnside track on real estate and other deals. 

"solling information? How cruel!” 

Avery was amused by her reaction. ‘Was this not merely a high tech 
version of what you and I do each day7' he thought to himself. 

Stupid anyhow, A friend of mine who searched through the monitoring 
equipment in the burned out apartment says there were 12 lines going there. 
This was a large scale operation." 

"who would buy this ...this information?” 

“Attorneys, real estate agents, maybe just people trying to get a 
business jump on competitors. I have 4 bigger question, and that. is what 
brings me to you at this time." 

Polly now looked up at Avery's face. He amiled at her and continued. 


"Narvey ran the deal, Stubbs did the wiring and mechanics. Somebody had 
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to monitor the equipment in the apartment, and sell the information. I've 
thought about this all morning and believe there are at eee two or three 
people unaccaunted for on this island.’ 

Polly grimmaced. "Go on. 

"Ona or two people had to be involved in the monitoring. My friend says 
the equipment there could have tape recorded the conversations on the 
affected lines. Soa maybe there was na need for a full time staff. But there 
still had to be someone who solicited the business, separated the useful 
information from the useless, and delivered it to the client." 

"The dead man...Cox?” 

“erubpbse Cox 18 the man they caught in Grand Turk. No, I think not. Many 
of the customers would have been white. I don’t see Stubbs handling that. I 
think someplace out there a white person is very nervous right now; afraid 
he, or she, is going to have a policeman Knock on the Toor.” 

"T eee! Whorecould that “bev” 

Avery was now approaching the edge of the ravine. When he had run this 
scenario through his mind for several hours, he kept coming baekoto Pauline. 
‘She knows everything’ he had rationalized. ‘She knows things nohody else 
knows. If she only tells me a part of what she knows, how much more might 
she really know?! Ile sighed aloud. 

"l hoped you might. help me figure that out? and his eyes locked on her 
pupils. She didn't blink; there was no change in the tension of her palm, 
grasped between his two hands. There was no facial expression movement. until 
she spoke, 

"ell me about the person who gold the information in Grand Turk. 


"Apparently it was Plantiful: she’s a native waman who has a very 
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unsavory reputation. She hag no morals and she is Wel) Known ,rand dl t-atraic., 


94 


respected, as the best zossip on the island. 


| 


"eha's the one who left with Ilarvey?” 


<4 
{ 


"Well, aside from “ke being black, your description f1ts someone here 


perfect 

Avery was searching his mind. Polly was suggesting a white equivi ilent of 
Rientiful. Polly watted a decent interval and then said “Luscious...the wife 
of James Lane!” 

Avery broke into a smile. ‘OF course: 4¢ fits perfectiy!’. He smiled at 
her briefly and then his face turt te ifs scowl, ‘How could I have suspected 
Polly was behind this: God please forgive ma!’. 

Polly spoke again, "Don’t you see: Lus tous and James are close to 
Harvey. James does most of the design work. for the new government. 
construction. And wo all know she is passed around by James amongst 
government ministers. Her reputation 1a positively wicked! And she is always 
huddling with same attorney or real estate person at. one bar or another, It 
has to be hert” 

Avery always tried to avoid the unseemly side of life. He enjoyed a good 
bit of sexual gossip as much as anyone, but he never repeated it; not to his 

ere 
wife, not: even to Pauline. He was reluctant to be drawn into a discussion of 
Lusctous's widely known sexual activities, even now. 

"She is not. well thought of” he peealeaets: she is certainly the most. 
prominent gossip an this island. Yes m 4t does Fit. I don't know why I had 
overlooked her as a. candidate...” 


"Do you have others you suspect?" Polly as sked, 
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Now Avery diverted his eyes and Looked about for Wie Gan ol Viet Coke. 
said nothing. 


hands loosened their graap on her palm and he 
her throat and she 


Vii) ee 


His S 
Polly read his reactions intuitively. A lump rose I 


was suddenly consctous of a hot flash, JM“ (wir Chat ontur cn 
surely... Surely you didn t- Suspect, |. .me?" 
is er 


“AVGrY, 
pain shot through his 


He stood up, grasping the chair arm for support as 


reconstructed knees. He would not Ile to Pauline. 

"pauline, this hurts me deeply. 1 am very ashamed and am asking The Lord 
to forgive me for holding these thoughts. Nobody loves you more deeply than 
Peale re 16 no better friend for me on this island than you. Do you 


a 


understand that?" 
sre Welling up in her eyes. She felt. the same emotions for this 


THY paves ey C3 rigs 
Tears Were 


bie mean. 


"Yes Avery, I understand. 
"t had bad thoughts. They are sinful thoughts and I am asking for your 


forgiveness, Please co anc he moved Forward, reaching for her hands 
and lifting upward, raising her from the chair. 

Polly was now crying and deap sobs followed, Avery placed his large arms 
around her and held her close. Ne too began to cry. 


"Covernor, that brings us to the question of catching the miasing 
culprits." Jeremy had just completed his review of thelr present position, 
‘res hor Louch bunch, wouldy t you agrecy” 
"r'm not So sure: it seems to me it Just got out of hand.” 
"Quite. Now, we have at. leaat. one person on Portobelle’ ta catch up with: 


perhaps two?" 
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Jeremy flipped his pad to a set of notes he made on Portobello, 


"rT 4nterviewed people there who recall three individuals going in and, out 

of the apartment? one of course was Stubbs,” 
"And the other twaz” 
"A native wanan whom it. appears was there 8 to 12 hours a day. We have 
her name: it's ... Rita. Rita Rigby. I suggest this Rigby woman was t 
operative; shoe ran the equipment "he second person was a white woman. But. 
>) she wags never seen closely and only came at night, often areoumd LOOr ii. 
She always wore a scart over hor head and a long coat, even when it was 
Wari,” 

"he Governor Laughed. "Real cloak and dagger stuff, eh?" 

“Onike extrordinary. I'm arraid ve don’t have much 2O 20. Gn with her 
except she is tall: a relative term for a native OUSCHVer 


t) ee 


"Perhaps the Rigby woman can help us pin down the mysterious white lady? 
ee caer ols va eae eae 

"My thoughts exactly. Det! I felp 1 should be present when Rigby 1s 
questioned, even do it myself, I don’t want, Lo assien this to any of our 
detectives there.” 

"Can you do this tomorrows” 

"ves with your permission. Lieutenent LaSarde has found the Rigby woman 
and says he can deliver her for questioning when I wish," 


Ne 9 “1 guggest. you do it in the DC's office rather than the police station: 


Bes oe and use the back door. There is no point In fueling the rumors." 


"Now, after the CM's press conference today, Will he allow this to die?” 
Jeremy laid down bts pad and took a pencil which he held tightly between 


both hands. ’Vhis Js what it all bolls down to,, dosan't 1427" he thought. 
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‘How much Longer will. the CM beat. this horse, and how many headlines will 
appear in London newspapers?! 

"T think we must have a closed meoting with Smythe. I detest having to 
hargain with this man, but ~— see no o&thor way. Surely he knows his own 
Minister was. involved in this and his own political party preservation will 
depond upon his getting out of this gracefully?" is pencil snapped In haif. 

"beta be blugit , vb « Cane. COUNT, Gr that. His recor a Lo date,is 
appalling. \l sueeestea Inceving, quickly, Even thts arternoon.” 

Thatcher checked his watch. He had said little for the past. hour and It. 
WAG DOVe2.OUe Ti there vas to be a meehing, 12 would fall on bim £6 set it 
Up. 

"Where? In your office?” 

"No Jereny, here. | fancy his coming to Waterloo, just to remind the man 


matt 


the British are still in « CNArEe, responded the Governor, 
(ie SOSA rie? tasked. Tnatoner? 


Hee gs Mie i 


the Governor turned to Jeremy, “Ywa ho a ean you handle that’? 


the Attorney General knew mich af the burden would fall on his shoulders: 
the Governor would request him ta present the review and his excel lency 

i < a) = oa peal Nema flees EN ecceet Ai ie Tispeese: nee ‘ 
would serve primarily as the moderator.Two hours?! 


"Welle weav (he sooner thls ig done, the better our chances to bury Dt. 


reas to 


“4 


"Livingston? Sec what. you can arrange, on the kitchen phone. 


When Polly's rhythmic sobbing subsided Avery gently helped his friend to 


her chair. Im the years he had known the lady, he had never seon tears; not 


even when they visited just before she went ta the states to bury Bill. 
Kren. 


“Avery” she said through tear stained lips, "I dan't know what to say. | 
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do understand your logic. That's one Cr 


d 
your analytical mind, I forgive you, 1 
Avery was searching his pocket for 


phemniies: 1 So admire 


about you; 


do" rubbing her lips with a hand. 


j 


still clinging to his own high check bones. 


“rhank you Rauline. 1 am guilty of 


close friend of deceit... It won't happen 


Polly found a box af bissues. oiried 


Be) 


ne 
"Now, Our @motions out in the open, 
4 a 


love a good mystery, yes: 


under 


Fey eal tae aah eas ee PNET 
LWwo cleanse her own eyes, 


Jen's 


Avery laushed and blew his nose, "“Yos, we 


"Before we condemn Luscious, shouldn't we 


assume é 
person?" 


Avery cleared his throat.,, fjeht ting 


Estar TY 


Zep ony Lin OUD MySleny. 


the worst transeression? suspecting 4 


a ecoving pile of papervork on 


face mand lips. 


We do 


1a] 


ao, that. 
yh 


consider other prospects? I 


ifter deciding on someone, you Will want to do something about this 


Lo refaia his own seit COMurol.. 


“Yas ahh well, Iethought the Governor mtaht like some help wrapping up 


REED y 


this meses on our 


oh 


Figure out who Ls reponsible here. 


fgland. And between you and I, well, we should be able to 


"Let me tose out. some names ror consideration, OK?" 


bee 


"Go ahead.” 


49 coro 


ialand every day.” 


Sindy Wicker. She even has a. FAX goasip newsletter she sends around the 


"Porhaps. But. ber husband, Denver, gould throttle her if she did such 4 


t 


chine Seelouibe ihe 116 ae 


"Dateicta Pratt, our favorite Ialand nurse." 


"T know you don't care for Patty, but. belleve me Pauline, she 1ea ecod, 
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honest porson. No, mot her.” 
"Ok, what about Mammy Morgan? He is very hungry...” NOV 
Manuel Morgan WAS a cansStant thorn in Avery's side, & member of a 
successful local family, Manny had uaed the collapse of the NDC following 
the arrest of Nat. Stmpson to take over Avery's party. Only 235, Manny was 
cocky, outspoken, and given to plotting and schoming. when ah, euard of 
Khe NOC had run to hidine after Stmpson’s arrest, young Manny Settee enoueh 
votes from the party faithful to be elected to head the National Democratic 
Coalition. All hopes Avery had for a return to political power throweh the 


NDC were dashed by the metcoric rise of Morgan as party chairman. That. he, 


Avery; 1O toneer hada batty Of PLS lovi was a profound Worry to the man. 


a 
oF ; ; 


"Vere at ei nteresting.. te ceriainiv wauld have no scruples about this 


ACLIVity. and atoee he wantS® fo take over every business on this Island, 


having a source of quick money would appeal to him. But, we forget the fact 
he would have to work with ar for Harvey. [ can’t See the head of the Nbc 
working for a Minister of the GDP no matter haw much money was Invalved. No, 
Ini guy ese 
Liat sa volawhl e;melanianshin, (Ut Bw ialorest.! os Liouent: 


“Derhans one of our fine Island attornies?” 


"TY did consider them this moraing. ho you know ve have 19 atternies on 


ig island now? Can you imagine that; ten years ago there were none!" 


ot 
= 
Ee 


"T titink flies akeheact Files’ ehested Polly. 


Avery laughed as well. “Both of us might discount. our own private 
attornajes, but that still leaves 17, Where would we start? Anyone af then 
would benefit firrom this scheme." 


hire iiok seo sure Of SP tiecann any Own,’ Polly teased, “You're right, which 


one would you sclect as a suspect?" 
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Mnace was silence; both rev lawing ina Une OL AteOunLes, OM Tne 


“ves. he works closely with Harvey. Didn't he ee the work pennit. for 


*"hHarcloe SCOLtL. Ha Was Did Sa GLornoy taiGu) recall. 


tate on behalf of Bill's children, You know 


mia! “tno Cail handles TRE cy 


the kider they ony 


that Bill did not. simply leave his assets to 
aty te 


Cher ait wach Year. 


tT have never pried Loto ht Lhe Shree. 


Ce eee n tL nas changed in recent yoats, boa’ t you work Cit Sa On 2 


( inte 


fey boards or something?" 
“yea, bit. 1 don't sec him enough to really know the man anymore. bid you 


ay iete 


know he was the First attorney to set UD am SL ice None. 


“T believe Bill had told me thats he and Scott. were very close. Sometimes 
t felt Likle an outsider when we mot to disenss Bill's affairs. Aimost like 
1 didn't belong and was not welcome theves” 

well Seotteas ALCTOSPOGt 112 don't think we can aimply dismiss him, 
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Avery held the newspaper publisher Benjamlo Dornfield ta total disdain, 


MV gage 


and T have one more. Dornfield.” 
; ne Sea ae ee 


eer 


aera i 
ter a See Ae ee 


if he could buy a one-way ticket, Lo ~ibot. for one person, it would be 
parnftield. 

“On DT don vtithink Ben-” hogan Polly. 

"To has no moraks, na sense of inteerity, te has no loyalty and he plays 
every Side against. every other aide. Moreover, he 1s a bad business. person 


and never has any money. Te blames averyane around hin For his fallares, le 


Dee 


y¥ 
= 
» e| 
‘ 
i 
. 
on tit vee 
‘ VK Pr ad 
5 +! 
‘ 
aT 
L ; 4 
=. ba - 
‘ 
ra = 
P 
‘ 
4 ie 5 
- 
’ 
MY vi ' " 
iy $ rT 
hE 
oro ae 
; J 4 i} $ Aig *? 
N a 3. ae 
4 tw 4 Pal es 
G o.4 44 = 
f 
‘ a i* } Nat! eee ef fi; . 
H j ii 6 Sr} } 2h | ob 
# ot ' Ty 
a st ce 
; nies UN) OPT (fer Eee 
, ’ ' F 
=e 4 
| 
Te : 


a vi kort rit _* 
Hi! sal oerMy 10: eaved, hae 


j sre uo Xe as ~ | wi atl 


i 
« —< 


borhan tab eth ae thon tobi | 


‘as 
Te a 


Be : aoa | 
Ae M2834 20" teh ye . dort 


ee Pa eye YY. 
rT ie i ese bey va es, 


Fy O4 Vi De 
2 ae rth 
* ‘ “| ‘ P F 
} @ (f Vile 
& A con ee ts Re a 
ay de ¥ ' 
F ie? a 
' u's pid = ; 
ey Ef viel. i 
| 
ry - 
“es 
is | 
is » Ls et pas 7 = 
sf wt ced fl 
iat | eget 
Q 
: J} 
z 
, 
> 4 ee AAA, j | yb 4 
F 
3 a i 
a eT | te 
= Oa es 
2 lk 7 : 
E a5 4 1 Fe ni 
t 
: ae 4 ¥ 
r G j 
1 - oa? 
vA 
: ae os f i ; 
' me. 
* - Px, oe 
. ‘ —\ 
} / i" 
de ® 
wie ) nape eat 
. = x 
t . a 
v4 
3 Os ea 
¢ = is 
- : ; 
hae te oid wae iP aoae 
La 7 ’ “5 j 
a 
‘ 
@\! i 'y a4 
yf 3h) sok A Stas s j ; 
“Ve 7 
‘ 1 i? 
bs i 
‘ » 7 a 
Ps SR Tw aryl el Pa bye: | 
‘ ' 
4 1 
$ - Ag 
f j ‘ i Sey 


‘OE? tebe Waa =" 


* - 


bisinar ext 


iTS, 


a 


f a, ¢ 


(4w AE ¥ 


wt 


re 


blames me for befnug a sucensaful black, he blames white poopla such as 

yourself for coming here and taking over, be is just not a stahle Vere: ° 
Avery's ansor was evident, bordering on becoming irrational. “borarteid 

fe defirentiyos hol button for Avery’ she thaueht.. ‘Ever Manny Morgan didn't 


elicitotnle type ar reaponse.” 


"Yell, if you feel that. strongly, add him to your UR One 


emhatts the tough pack: [ despise the man, Rit i My hear dan" tC fee! 
he did thia. 1 guess I just wish it waa him so we could. be rid of the 
scoundrel.” 

‘Hor what. it’s worth, 1 don't think he was Involved either. But you 
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decide whether to mention him to the Goveronr. Any more cand dates? 
4 
; Un drm arden 
Avery locked his hance topother aga! Mat. his chin. For nearly 4 minute 
neither one said a word. Polly thought she heard a aound. She Listened more 
eavemul ive she aid) very faintly. 1c. was Shawn. 
eal, Tai, Woiere wine Vou PAM Lonely i" 


Miustered she rose from her chair and dashed. for the Acre ler Des ret 
a minute Avery; a house guest!" sae walked briskly down the hallway and iota 


the living room. Across the living room, the door to her bedroom was open 


and half in and out. vas a naked Shawn. Polly ran to him quick! ly ehecking ror 
Lannie. She waa no place to be secn. 
“whore have you been? I woke up and you were gone. It missed, your” be 


apyied her running, towards him. Polly's smile barely hid her aniexty. 


Reaching the door she placed both hands at ohesat level and hit Shawn with 
the palms as she bounced through the doorway. He caught. her under the 
armpits and together they were propelled backward oanta fhe kine sized bec. 


shawn's hands went. immadfately for Polly's thighs and raced upwards towards 
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her panties, is mind was Focused on a aingle craving. 
Shawn, Shawn, stop! stop. it right now, I have a Wester AmImy Grtice. 
Shawn, tec door 1s Opent” 
llts lips had now found her breast and his tceath bit through the sun darese 
aud bea scarching for ner nipple. Polly knew he was heyoud cantrol, 


i 


Wer right. band reached for nia hard penis and she grabbed {¢. and yanked. 


ho sensation to Shawna was at first exniiirat ion: folio jamediately by 
horrendous pain. very muscle in his body tensed and then relaxed in shocked 
response. She vas on top of him on the bed where they had fallen, fig toern 
rolased thetr hold. or her breast, tis right. hand which had found Lta way 
through her panties went { fap. 

wenawn, baby, listen ta me. 1 have a very important guest ay ie od Ae 
fr peed maybe ten more minutes ae te ret gL promise if you will Lake 
ashowor , 1 will he rigiite hack here. And I'll dismiss Lannie for tonight. and 


~ 


ye can run all over this house chasiug one another in the nude. £ promise, 
ahe relaxed the tortuoqus hold. Slowly the pain in his face relaxed and 
anile returned. We held har tightly to his body. 


"T'm sorry, DL dan't know what came aver mc. Pioaiete your work and 1° lb he 


Heres Buk mucry, OK?" 


pushing herself from his ervip she leaned : forward and kissed him first on 


the |ips, aud then when her feet reached the Floor, she bent down and gently 
kiesed the head of his penis. 
"Stay. ready,” she anmiled and rubbed the tip with her thumb and forefinger. 


shawn Lay to eastasy watching as Pally stratghtancd her dress ane 
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turned - For the doorway. When the closing doar blocked his view of her 


retreat ho reached for his genitals and began to massage gOntly. 


at 4210 PM to change into a suit. 


Covornor Burnside went to his hex 
Even an off-the record meeting vith the Chief Minister had certain 
formalities to be observed. Jeremy had left. at 3:30 to shower and changse: 
Veapcher gepectcd to ett quictly in 42 cornar and when asked, the Govornar 
said he looked quite presentable if he pulled his tie lm tieht. Mindy 
Burnside propared cookies, tea, calfee and placed threo bottles of bear Jn 
ine rider) Someimer lie 7s preferred a cold American beer. 
he policeman assigned to the Waterloo detall announced the arrival OF 
the hier Minierer, 

"your excellency, the Honourable Chief Minister Orville Smythe, the 
Vonourable Minister of Wducation William Stantield and the Hanourab ]e 


Minister of Transport Stanley Hardgraves are hero La sec VOL, o 
t 


in a Bem -itcle in front of the Governor’ s 


(‘ive chairs had been arranged 
desk. A atxth, pointedly not in the circle, sai to the eice. A small table 
of refreshments was set at the top of the somi-cirele, 

Vhatcber, McTabbiah and the Goverrnor stood to the left of the doorgay Lo 
ereet tho ministers. Stanfleld entered ftrat, followed by Hardsraves and. 
then after a few seconds the Chief Minister. Bach walked past the rio or 
Brite and each shook the outstretehod hands, Mlesantries wore exchanged, 

"Gentleman, shall ve be seated?” suesested the Governor. Livingston made 
a direct Line for the chair set to bhe side so there wou. ld be ao mistaking 
that. each of the threa miniaters was to take a chair in the seni-cirele. 


aoe 


rt had beea the Governor's idea that he would Join them In the semi- 
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i re lo, to avoid any show of superiority and to indicate the Belvish Perk 
hoth stdes were of equal stature im this matter. None of this was miLased by 
fhe cChbef Minister... ihe selected an ead chair, perhaps Co 210e GLa Ane won 
he aften necded when he becane antiimated.. It was his habit. to stand in a 
moeting and pace, flailing “ie arng and ratsiog his voice as he often did 


when preaching, 4 sermon fa Wis church on Sundays. Harderaves took the eat 


Cy 


next to the top man ane Stantiold, tie most erect AGL te ministers 


Governor took the end post tion Qppostlea LO the Cher MinLever . 


Sy 


“vHore is tea and coffee on the table, as well as some SwooLs, began the 
Governor. “Porhaps the Chief Minister vould orefor a cold beer?” 
Smythe smiled his famous anile and shook his head slowly. “Not. right now, 


thank ywou.? The Ghier Miniater was a great student of American politics. Lt 


nad been he who in 1986 cocrced Bill Cormer Into placing the C-SPAN 


B) 


channel on Portobello'’s cable system. bor the next two yOruro, ae) 1 


« 
Cam 


abject poverty on the teland and plotting bis own relurn LO political power, 
Say the had svent Fram & LO 16 hours. por cay mC On Gs -SPAN'S coveraze oF 


the U.S. House of Representatives and tbe American political system on an 


1. 


anctont 16 Tach m3 lack and white screen. He owed bis now flawless command OF 


American IEnelish to the tutorstin of C-SPAN. He awed his smile, his 
carefully orchestrated hanc movements and hig contrived facial <prosstons 
to His two year cram course In American politics. 
stanfield was the most aducated of the ministers. Tle had chasgen banking 
C 


ase his target field end attended university in Nagaau. When he graduated, etch 


COWL a 
eRe rk quiek dy 


‘ear work within the Bahamian banking industry, 


queue. But he also found a surons bias against non-Babamians in the banking 
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yorld. When his Bahamian black managzors told Bim he would never make it to 


a 


tho upper levels af Bahamian banking, resardleas of his skills, he was 
infuriated. It. was here he first axportenced prejudice: black against. black. 
Ho was a ‘Tl’ or Turks Istander and Bahamians viewed Ts with disdaine— ve 
barely a step above llaliians. licking his wounds, he loft Nassau in disgust 
and moved his wife and two children to the United States Peithout a Green 
Card, fou. opportunitics opened to him in Florida. Ie coutdn work in a 
skiliod job without a Green Candie, ne couldn't get a Green Card because neé 
had no job. It was a viscious Catch~22. 

Out of desperation this man who bad boon rated number 19 Ln a graduating 
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Clase oF 12 Gar Nassau anewored a classified advertisement Lor door to door 


atone he 
agloamoen, le accepted a fob selling vacuum cleanors and following a menth’s 
training in the projects of eastern oe Landerdale, the omployer packed he 
and His Family up and shipped them to Missi seipp?.. 

In the 13 monthea he spent in rural southern Mississippi, #illiam 
stanfield learned the roal meaning of praludiee, Is "superior was 


A 5 4 


Mississipn! white and die-liked Stanfield's British accent and his resume. 


"hie white man had no other college seaduatos working for him: he himse ie 
had only gone as far as the 10th grade. 
Qut of pure cussod meanness, he assiened Stanfield ta Knock an Oras ou 


the rural white scratch farm aTatricta and tite poor white tras ty areas. 


Stanfield rose to be bis single most productive field saleaman but vowed 


when he had. enough money saved lis family would return to their real hone: 


the Turks and Catcos Islands. Ile returnod wit a burning hatred for most 
whites and an Intense dislike for the upper echelons of Bahanilans. 
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Stanley flardgraves was a fisherman from Middle Caicas. Although he cid 
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attend high school wriefly on Grand Turk, he had dropped out. when hia family 
could no longer afford to pay for his lodging and food. when Stanley was 
ercowing UP, students From outside of Grand Turk wishing to attend high 


school had to find accomodations om the capital island since their own 
fslands nad no achools beyond the primary yoars. Stanley returned home at 
ge 15 where he £{ahed anc farmed, mich like his ancestors, ee a 
eloctricity arrived on his island in 1984. Then he Found work With ene 
electrical company. He waa bright and studious but, a quiet man, not quite 
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ayre how he could contribute to the erowth of hie nation. Fis hottie island 


eet ie nec TO televisiong Stanley's exposure TO the outside world was very 
limpted., Ue considered himself to bo a vary fortunate man, his election had 


led to his appointment. 48 4 Minister, and that. in turn allowed bim to move 


his wife and two sons to Grand Turk. The official functions, the black white 


aro of eis 


gocial life, and most of all the availability af television convinced 
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stanley there was much he could do for those still atranded on Middle 
Caicos. sraniley Hardgraves oved nis tite co Orville Smythe and. he would 
never break that pond. 

The Governor Spokes. “cent lemen, I thank you for coming, on such short 
notice. We are experiencing the most dangerous threat of my limited time 
here. It is my wish that in this meeting we will be able to forge a workable 
plan to see US tbrough this period. I don't believe anyone can Brot Luton 
this without. doing 4rrepairable damage to the Turks and Caicos tslands. I 
| pp | | 
don't need to remind us that after the unfortunate arrest of Nat Simpson, 
our internal growth ground to an almost complete halt. for two years. 


: 2 _ mene’ 
Overseas Investors were afraid to bring thelr Lavestients here; development 


all but stopped. I don't. wish to be an alarmist, but. if word were to got out 
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believe, given the evidence presented, that Mr. Harvey has disgraced us all. 


T have fo explanation for this Save nis own greed and his abandonment of 


¢ 


national policy for his own selfish business gains on Portobello. 1 accep. 
limited responsibility for this: I selected a weak man who quickly forgot 


His own heritage. 


if oy te, 


‘secondly, we have a telephone company which allowed this to happen. I 
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was shocked to learn this morning there have been no security programs In 


place; that virtually anyone working for Cable and 


J 


walked into the exchange and done the same thing. With a staff of more than 


Wireless could have 


100, ~ don’t like those odds. I must blame them for beine veo lax as to cal lov 
thie ca hapoen, 


“Third, from what the Attorney General tells me, this information was 


apparently being gathered for commercial sale. I am not ready to accept that 


totally, yet, but I do agree that because none of my ohones, or Mr. 


Stanfield's phones or Mr. Hardgrave's phones were tapped, this would not 


appear to be politically motivated. On the other hand, I have only Cable and 
Wireless's word, and your word, that none of my own phones were tapped, So I 
can’t be certain of this, can 1?” The Chief Minister gazed around the room 
looking cach man squarely in the eyes, And he rose fromohie chair. 

Thatcher surpressed a amile. ‘The man 18 now warmed up!’ he thought. to 
himself, 

"Let. us accept. for discussion this information was indeed gathered by 
Harvey and his cohorts. Who would it be sold to? The banks? Real estate 
agents? Private money lenders? Business people such as Avery Burgess? 


And who would stand to benefit from this Information? People tavolved in our 


economy, that's who. And who runs our economy? You know the answer as well 
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as I: mostly whites, mostly ex-pats here to make a fast buck. 

believe that. like AIDS or polio or scarlett fever, the white fast buck 
ex-pats who have come here to rape our tiny economy have brought with them 
the germs of business disease. If they were not. here, if they did not exert 


much influence on our white-owned banks and real estate firms, there 


Th 
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would not be this disease here. Minister Harvey would not have been infected 
by this disease: this would never have happened. 

"Now, where do we govfrom here? First of all, I would like to avoid 
embarassment to my party. That is laying my fear on the table before vou, 
hae Oaskitornt uciire ge agi eas we handle this without implicating 
Minister Harvey officially?’ Second, somehow Cable and Wireless must be 
reprimanded for running such a sloppy ship this could happen in the first. 
place, We all know they are the most dis-liked utility or business In this 
country. We simply cannot allow them to continue to operate in such a devil- 
may-care manner, Next, we must locate and prosecute those who were involved 
in thisees a warning te ethers that no such activity will, be tolerated. in 
heat ubires I would now bike to hear what vou propose.” And the, CM ssat down, 

Burnside spoke again. 

"Your points are well taken. You have been frank with us; I will do so in 
return. 

“embarassment to your party will be equal embarassment. to myself and my 
office, to Cable and Wireless and to the business community. As I said In my 
opening remarks, nobody will profit. from that. Therefore your concerns about 
Pewenine Miniater Harvey's activities here are a part of that potential 


embarassment. I too would like to find a way to punish those responsible 


without ending up on the front page of Dornfield's newspaper for six or 
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Gight weeks, or on WIV news every day for a month. 
have a plan to do this, but it will require your office's cooperation 
as Wekleas your Gwin Gontinued @fricial silence on, this matter. Let«me defer 


to the Attorney General at thiga polnt. since the plan is a legal one-and he 
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is Our resident legal expert, 


The Governor pointed a finger at Jeremy who, without. thinking ,stood and 


moved to the front of the semi-cirele. He realized too late how this mieht 


offend the Ministers but, determined to go ahead. To make it. seem less 


piers eowire, he slid hie bolton Over tne top of the Governor’ s 
sat. dow in an informal posture. 

Ves, Wellies vou save nhs WSs a very Sticky Situation, ene ae my-pian. 
We are Still not certain who the egent was on Portobello. At this point it 
could be almost anyone. Here, we have Mr. Cox in voluntary ... ahh, well, 
he has agreed not to leave Grand Turk. We believe Miss Plentiful was the 
Sales agent here and of course there 18s Minister Harvey. 

TOM FOC Ope! UO, Wilt Stubbs déad, and until we Gan catch the agent there, 

we have nobody. So right now today, we have only Cex to bring to trial. I 
should tell you that I have promised him if he continues to voluntarily 
cooperate with this investigation, we will bring much lesser charges against 
him, 

"So you see, for the moment we have nobody to bring full charges against. 
If we should catch a responsible person on Portobello, the Identity of that 
person may turn out to be such that nobody in this room will wish to bring 
charges." 

Stanfield spoke quickly, 


"How do you mean that, sir? Are you saying that. if it. turned out to be, 
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smythe clasped his hanas behind his back; this was the sienal for 
Stanfield to reach into his coat pocket and start his own recorder, 

ViikS ity) don tethink) it jeopardises: justicewatoall. In faep, 1 
bel bevel here mayebe better) JuStice*in another "court than there mieht be 
here, Yes, IT Like it!" and he sat. down. 

edna ls your view, now, Mr. Stanfield?" asked the Governor. 

Tesi Mer peices  oonress LT amteispierous of tata tread jobs or to use a 
southern american saying, a lynching. I am mostly concerned because I do not 
know who may ultimately be charged. Or how that person will defend themeelf 
if thelr attorney has to travel to some distant land at great expense." 
the Governor had an offer. 


Oh yt 


suppose [ said this government will pay all reasonable legal expenses of 
the accused; a local attorney can represent the accused?" 

stantleld smiled. "By this government, do you mean the costs for this 
would come out of our national budget, or would those coats come from the 
special funds earmarked for say your office and the office of the Attorney 
General?" 

Both Jeremy and the Governor laughed aloud. Smythe was smiling but 
stanfield saw, no humor. 

“Minister Stanfield, you are a very shrewd man. If you are asking me 
RUGCtnGm you voor liiggwill lopay thie, Mesalmeosty, Iommst answer iohad mat ithoueht 
aha aut wv? 

"Your budget, or my budget, your excellency?” 


ve 


"Alright, my budget. 
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ovo Lele oucnediike coat. for he familiar feel of a ccbating tape 


"Vhen I accept it, with the understanding that we have an additional] 


discussion about this entire matter once we have identified the person on 
fare DietCe-acp rove Giri parti. Lsapprove in 


Le 


Portobello. This 1S not 4 


pre pal, TO Mitr, SPeChire Lily. 


Jeceny thoueny lo himseclr “This an wasted nis time anebanking echools, he 


e 


should have trained as a lawyer. 


SIOBUG « 


we 


The Covernor motioned Tor Jeremy toiwevurn to hi 


*Perhans sue es Us to Minietverslianvey, Chier Minvater, what 


Intend to do about. his absence?” 


smythe resumed his Standing position. 


Mivanrnet oreparcay to Say: that will ibe aedeciaion reached later, today or 


tomorrow. Dwill tell you that in view unauthorized departure, I am 
considering placing him on indefinite leave of absence”. He looked squarely 


at William Stanfield, “And without pay. Then within the party we will 
and come to you with a plan to 


perhaps re-arrange the ministerial positions 


replace him with a new minister. The wheels of government must keep turning, 
and the absence of one man cannot be allowed to slow us down." 
"Good" said the Governor "I look forward to naving your recommendation 


for his replacement.” 


Smythe continued to stand. "And now a question for the Attorney General. 
Pipi ee ee yousinvend cocdotwith Mrircexs Ui. sees) to me thatrit he ts 


allowed to remain here, we all run the danger of his talking out. of school, 
and doing great harm to us all.” 


Jeremy did not rise but. he did straighten hia posture in the chair. 
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"Yes, a4 g00d question. Let. me refer to your own suggestion that Cable and 
Wireless be made to improve their own internal security. It occurs to me 


that. the best. way to prevent. future Incidents is to place a man in charge of 


security who knows and understands how thia highly technical business works, 
l am suggesting that. wo both impress upon Robin Lewster the wisdom of 
creating a new security department, and placing Cox as its head. 

Now Smythe began laughing. Shortly, Stanfield and Hardgraves were also 
Laughing. The Governor glanced at Jeremy who was befuddled by the response. 
enyine cur Olt his Laughing tovsepeak first, 

Th ovelt ovine Ene hen house storieshWinat LS one of my favorite American 
fait iy tales, AndetLNe! irony of thiscis that Cable and Wireless trained this 
man in the First place?” 

Jeremy looked at. Stanfield and then Hargraves; did either have something 
COrsare nr hey did hot, 


"Well, that 18 my suggestion although i caution each of you this has not. 
beer mentdoned to Robin Lewster at this polnt. I think I may need your help 
in persauding him of this wisdom. 
NOW _Stantield spokes: 7], dislike: being ona | Soapbox, bub are; ve: not 
rewirdingeiMc, Cox for being a-bad-boy?.0ne.or more,of his cohorts, La likely 
be charged with serious charges; I assume those charged will have the 
book, thrown at. them, including violation of national security. I also assume 
the jail time for conviction om this be quite sizeable. And now we are 
Ofiering Mr. Cox what amounts to ae promotion for ne Sarin gers 
“Yes, and’no. ‘vo bulld an iron clad case against whomever is charged, 


wo require the testimony of Mr. Cox. This will be a complicated case because 


Si TVenEcehinicalinndtiur foannow eon itiontvye car obtain a conviction 
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unless we Rave Cox’ s testimony,” 

prantield was not Ssatistied. “I séex partial justice again. And you also 
expocr, that Marvim Cox wile forever eco = moutiy shutiin return for not 
being charged, and being promoted?" 

“That is how I see it” answered Jeremy. 

eiyune Stoodwasaima, “Again Tl musi interjece that T like this plany IT do 
not know Mr. Cox well bur 7D am certain that after the AG speaks with him, 
and 1 Speak With wim, has lips will be sealed for all time.” 


ner Gesohat 


The Governor glanced again at Jeremy, “What could the CM s: 


would guarantee his sealed lips?’ he wondered. ‘The natives DO have their 


Ove VWayror MeUling muy Fusiice; wave [wlll never understand, 


“Rilo Seid the Governor, “1 guess: thal brings ueito Mr. Harvey 


In To, 


personaiiy Our Planets vo Lesue 2m indiciment aesainst him as well, seal 


Wea Meine mie AG BS OLtice, ana then fold iy umell) bie return. if, 


ie 


on the other hand he elects never to return, well, the indictment would 
renain sealed forever.” 
stanfield responded. “In other words, if Harvey should happen to hear 


about this sealed indictment, and if he should happen to learn that others 


involved have been arrested, charged and shipped away to some other British 
territory, he might decide to never return?” 

smythe spoke before Jeremy could. 

"I dislike sounding like a broken record, to paraphrase my Minister of 
Education, but. I] like it.. I believe that if the AG did this, Mr. Harvey's 
temporary absence might well turn into 4 permanent disappearence," It had 
worried the Chief Minister that whatever they did might be a short term 


solution to a long term problem. Ne didn't want Larry Harvey showing up in 


Lo ae 
» et 
le 7 } apt 
as 
: +65 a 
= i 
7 
/ 
© De 
) 
Z 
' ’ 
1 Li, 
. ' s 
aj te 
Pu 
4 
, 4 
i ‘ 
_ i) } 
) 
‘ ge P 
' zh 
: rs 
¥ 
1 
n 
’ - i 
Ty! 
* 
i 
ag = 
i 
e7. , i 
s » 
it 
ro 
“ J 
i a>5 , 
v Fg 
n 
= : Ti t , J 4 
3 : 4 ue a , ns His ‘ 
: = 
Cierra fOvbR acm teah 
9 a P 
xa 
Mi ; ' d 
F Reo, +i Abby t 
‘ ' ’ . 
; - 
a? ; 


© peek ay ox h , eesti oan 
f 4 aR 
' 


* 
wh oA eu Ag ant 


7 i 


Sr .y0de mae dunt 5 GLB stort ner 4, el ere 


+ + ecnemqegasetl sewing ae dai fend rcp a Sai agilded 


se OR elk vara caer ch 2 vet 68. oldaig | 


yy CON, eet eu 
£ 


4 
"i b, 6 
bel 3 
"i a pies. ij eae id 
Ebiriday Va 
" bah : 
* 4 
924: d, 
‘yy 
i 
n a 
‘ ‘ j P 
7 { ali 
y 
y He ate * 
F BS 
f 
vr 
2 
. b . i a 
ce | 
% 
is “ 
aed } Pa = « - a+ ? 
Pt 
’ ‘ iad ‘ . 
i’ i 
? Bei 
; Rt ee GRR | 
fhi.¢ 
foes ee it I we tilt 
ods 
a 6h ity 
> 
> { 4 Li ee] 
~ t nr 
ote At 3) oes 
7 1 
= ee i + a 
tory 2 4 r TRG 


Righe Ot oy MATT Iw 
Kyat ae Kh 
ay nab 


jerks creeds vat wih Bae rob acueA. 


bie wh es 


-* a ¥ F ae : 
ge Fs - ee 


oo wae 
sa 2 58 


‘ he, iT 1 eur Ak immuny 


° 


wry 


a tal® 2%: = 


HW et, 
Lee wy 


2 : 
L 
Ee a? 
yt 


1992 Just as. be and his. party vere pug ee ormrerc ece lon: 


mriyd 4K ae AG | 
The Governor. "Minister Stanfield? Do you have something further?” 


"No, I think not. I would ask if we were on record that my objections to 


re-emphasize the actual 


Exh 
= 
gs 
parm 
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the selective system of justice be noted. An 


disposition of the charges against the unknown person on Portobello muat be 


discusged anew once we have this person im custody. May I ask how long that 
might be?" 
“The aeiiion poe ven at, Jeremy. He wished that question had not come. up, 
"I think shortly. We do have some leads and some evidence, Unfortunately, 
Me. Harvey had this business arranged so that. Cox did not know very much 
about the Someevelic branch of ihe operation. { suppose he did that for fis 
own security.” 
"1 see. Will you advise us as soon as you de have this person in 
Custody.” 
“OPecourse: 
omythe had the last concern and he rose again. As he did 80 he clasped 
his hands behind hile back Staring at -llardgraves. ‘he man knew what to de, 
“The newspaper. We a know that for every story broadcast on WIV, the 
SliGete areynow Tilled with hen Stories. 1 beard today that Uarvey flew away 
to Haiti with Plentiful because he had been Stealing telephones. That ~ 
dangerously close to the truth. And Dornfield will hear these stor Lee vancd we 
print. whatever he E eeeeahic oe 2 lane ane careful plans be guaranteed 
when we have Dornfield out there ready to publish half truths Q" 
The Governor cleared his throat. 
"This concerns me greatly. I know Pee he has ae little real 


oY 


influence with Mr. Dornfield. 
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The CM laughed again and glanced at Ilarderaves to be sure his machine we. 
now running. 
ies, UinorvunavOly Mir Morn eld has nol only hie own drummer but. his 


r 


or hie nealy We dont merch to the eame music. 


own band ilngide 
"OM ve, “nor oes He marchiero any ane Taman itiar with. Buy t de have 


LNOURHE On howto deal with fim, Unfortunately, I would ‘betray a confidence 
If elared a uty Bom | hnow iis Tenaskine a eroat deal but please 
ALLOW Ne CG pursue tileplan tomeorrew morning, Then perhase we should hold 
another meeting an tomorow afternoon. Fortamately for us Mr. Dornfield’: 
newspaper is only woekly, and as we are all painfully aware, it closes at 
noon Wednesday...” 


stanfield had been locked away in deep thought. He was aware of the 


question by Smythe and the Governor's response. But his subconscious was 
workitig on another plan. 

"iis national security business: how Strong 1a the law there?” 

He looked straight at Jeremy, Sitting next to him, 

"Well, it is the strongest law we have. If something threatens our 
national security, the Governor has full deseretionary powers to make any 
move he wishes." 

Vise wha one Americans ates call a ‘shoot. first. and ask questions 
later’, law?" 

Jeremy amiled. "Yes, that. is an apt. description. 

"Well, Lf the Gevernor’s sceret plan to deal with Dornfield should fail, 
could you for example drop in on DRornfield's office on Wednesday morning and 
damand to read his paper tn advance? Is this law strong enough to allow you 


to censor his pape?" 
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Joromy was astounded, Ho,never wnder-estimated Mr. Stanfield, eet this 
ston CMU EYD 

was a brilliant. suggestion, although the ‘Fal l-out might be horrendous. The 
Governor took the intttative, 

wi iat Vs "a moet inverestine concept Minister. IT must admit’ te had not 
Cecured™ tor US. ros, I ke than wind Parl lecteck Vr London ta ce what 
thelr ioterpretation of the broad secuxily powers might be.” 

ate my Te eeOryee Tassos continued Stanfield "I Learned during World War 
Two the American and British governments frequently told the newspapers they 
COU Oar bil Cert ain Vreper te tor storice. £2] “in ihe finterest oflnetianat 
security. I. would hope the same might apply here.” 

“T Will eaéll you with an answer as soon as I have ity responded the 
GOVErnor, 
Hoperully you Will not. use your tapped telephone to do so!” beamed 4. 


toothy “Smvtibe. Everyone in the room broke out in laughter, 
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Chapter 20 / 

Avery’s departure from the Conner complex had been with mixed signals. 
Emotionally drained from the confrontation over responsibility for the 
wire tapping, he knew it would be some time before either would drop their 
guard around the other. This ate at him, He was now certain his friend had 
no prior knowledge of the tapping, and he willingly eliminated her as a 
suspect. There remained a short list of possible people: he would consider 
each carefully before contacting Governor Burnside, 

"If only I could find one shred of evidence directly linking any of the 
people on this list to the tapping!’ he thought to himself. Dornfield was 
his personal favorite, but not really likely. Luscious Lane was the top 
contender Simply because all of the pieces fit. What was it he had been told 
about her sexual escapades? 

"Patricia Pratt told of an occasion when she stumbled into a hotel 
room at the Island Princess to discover Luscious draped on a bed across four 
men; all ministers of government. She was naked, they in various stages of 
undress. Two of the men were inside of her; one in the conventional way, one 
to her mouth. The other two were snuggled to her breasts and her moving 
hands had a firm hold on the private parts of each." 

Avery was stunned with this account and for days he tried to 
picture in his own mind how four men could simultaneously position 
themselves about a woman in such a format and not run into one another in 
obstructive ways. He had never worked it out in his mind, but didn't 
question nurse~Pratt’s description. ‘Larry Harvey was one of those 
ministers! he recalled sadly. 


Avery's truck was heading for his shopping center, coming up on Susie 


342 


Slaue, 


rong 08 Oak try Jon beh tenaed: € isa at sun a ‘avs wav inements | 
‘thy stuet bakin eld rae sek boda tevan tase att ee arta 


ry 
w " 
Si 
ei 
ok 
-* ‘ 
. , ’ Ky DEI LOS Un) iS (SST I rn abe ¥ Bs wh 
£ + = i vi 
; ; WT. Yeves .t Lsosnettaos aid oot ban tet sh. af Lis sion tla | 
iF. Nie | ; ) , 
t i} nN a4 blyow UL veo eel seo egeh Ss tM - oy 
vie s ' ‘ ‘ _ Le a i ont ne WS2 Siugtis DPOWS. 
¢ * 4 9! ; ; + 7 
t ‘ >| ( } iJ i 7 ' a? ah aoe ded. a 
- reo) leer 
* j i ' yee i ” bE AVG Rd Sim: ~ hy O 
eT & a =A ‘ hy <3 | ‘ : a sy Vv f . re" x } 0 f 8 
) i , : 
; hawis ao Sab} bios 1 vipmve gi” 
. . , re r 2 tt Y O00 |) GoaU 
e ‘ ‘i = =s > , 
i eo 4 et cs ar ‘ Le frvete tala 
4 ‘ , af _ fice a 8 
aa 1 _ ‘ t ri ’ 
: imei) : eye TP © wed. viasla Tshaesion | 
cal % - " i ' | Py 
bas \, ° Cpasiaord, Tansee KeRt: dp Se 
=) mie i ) rey Be 32633 Bi vis wae 
baeeuh auOkueud bof aasochye Bae lel. oy, dn not’ 
‘ +¢. Ane - iF Ts Piet sie oO 28/2 iia if B tom 
~ as yp a oe a aT: Out by ay svat 
vf ‘ : 4 4 ’ EW. Sr ie D & Pal Lin ihe “I ” i a vr = ts 
wy tt | ) 
ver ot 3 belaqunra hoe ows WAI GAY e008 SO eee 
4 / y EG aati i 
j ibe 7 act 
268 UG: Sar aN ind ihe ot Bicd AKT ® DAA eon 
, , ray 2b BRE byuity: as eseid ae hw tea ey were 
ye : ane 7 
: oy PP ed | Lol ; c : 
* ) | - | ‘ _ : x2 ~ . 
noltiang, vievosun nets Sf e8D Aim HOT RON hee iy od 8 ain TY 
¥ ' ) 


‘ tat : 5 bull as 
d20d), 22.90 2aVYOuTen Vag” wank agbicieh 6" 2 " ‘eoleseugy 


ah fj AY is | PP en ie 


‘ ¥ co > 
’ * ; ; +t a j Ey A am Ye EF Ba 

7 hel ise : 

) e Th 


pitt 
' nag : = 
roa e gained sme il 8 ef rhe 
* = | 
u S i 
Ae ry ee 
“ ped a - 


Turn road, To his right the office building for Cable and Wireless with a 
pay phone in front. One of the suspects was at the phone; Benjamin Dornfield 
seemed married to the instrument as Avery passed. Since Dornfield’s own 
legal and financlal problems with the telephone company, this pay phone had 
become his second office. Avery Knew Dornfield's in-office phone only 
accepted incoming calls; the telephone company trusted him for $18 per month 
for an instrument plus inward bound service; but not for outward bound 
calls. At least not until he paid them off for his past debt, with interest; 
that was the ruling of the court. It gnawed at Avery this seemingly bright 
man was so incapable of working within the system; any system. ‘What 
happened to that man‘ he pondered 'to cause him to be so automatically 
against anything and everything; was he always like this?’ 

Passing the Stop 'N Shop Market, Avery's thoughts turned to another man 
who seemed to have changed in recent years; attorney Charles Scott. ‘When he 
came here as our first attorney, we were good friends’ he recalled fondly. 
"Then as other attornies arrived, Scott changed. Since the 1988 election, he 
has been acting like a man possessed; there is a demon inside of him: I 
wonder why?' 

A plan was forming in Avery's mind, The quickest marketplace for hot 
information, gleaned from telephone taps, would be the attornigs in town, 
The real estate people were a close second since an hour's lead time on a. 
competitor often made the difference between sale and being too late. He had 
Close friends In both professions. ‘Which one could I call upon and expect 
truthful answers? 'he pondered, 

The truck pulled to a stop in front of his own shopping center complex. 


Iwo law firms rented here from him; one he used extensively for his own 
LOC CA4 
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work, the Second he held in high regard. He selected the latter for his 
first stop; Morgan and Stenbeck. 

The heavy set black lady, in her 30s, dressed in a double knit dress that 
would be appropriate in downtown Philadelphia at a cosmetic counter, saw him 
push open the door and walk towards her. She could not recall the last time 
Avery Burgess entered the office of her employer; even if he was the 
landlord. 

"Why Mr. Burgess, what a pleasant surprise! Don't tell me our rent check 
Paes ce a 

Avery returned a nervous smile. He didn’t appreciate the dig and never 
personally collected rent; that's why he had his son Alton. 

eM Mays Lela yo SseRichardein his iSffice?” 

"Yes, I'll see if he can meet you." She turned to the intercom line on 
the telephone, pushed a button and responded, "Avery Burgess is here to see 
you,” She paused and repeated the name. "That's right, Avery Burgess." She 
paused again and hung up the phone. "Mr. Mayfield will be out shortly; 
please have a seat." 

Avery’s friendship with Mayfield was all professional. The attorney had 
handled some land acquisitions in the past which interested Avery; one in 
particular involved the American entertainer Dick ohare Avery was 
fascinated with the show business people who had begun to discover his 
island in 1988; each year brought a new crop of well known,and not so well 
known, entertainment personalities to Portobello. Mayfield was the juntor, 
name-not~-yet~-on-the-door partner for the firm that still maintained its 
headquarters on Grand Turk. The senior partner, Roland Morgan, was the 


country's first, and still sole, native attorney. Roland was alsa the 
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brother to Manuel Morgan, the young politician who had taken over control of 
Avery's former political party, the NDC. Avery placed Mayfield's 
professionalism above all of these unfortunate ties with native intrigue. 

“Avery, what a nice surprise; how are you?" asked Mayfield warmly as he 
appeared from behind a closed door, The two men shook hands and Mayfield 
used his hands to punetuate his next statement. 

"Please, come into my office." Avery followed him through the door and 
closed it behind himself. 

To practice law in the Turks and Caicos Islands, an attorney must have 
credentials from someplace else within the British system. Some of the 
attornies in the country came from Ireland, many others from Canada. 
Mayfield was an exception; he was English and he also held a bar certificate 
from the State of Florida. Avery refreshed his memory of the attorney's 
legal credentials by studying the certificates framed on the wall, He had 
yet to say a word since Mayfield appeared at the doorway. 

"Is this a business visit?" pried Mayfield. 

"Yes, and you may bill me if you choose; answered Avery with a wide grin. 

Mayfield returned the smile and motioned to the chair. "Please sit down." 
"If Avery brings business, any of his business, here’ he thought to himself 

J 
"I Will be a very happy man.' 

"AS your client, this is a protected conversation?” began Avery. 

Mayfield's face lit up and his heart beat increased. "Of course. 

"Good. Let's talk about telephones.” 

Mayfield's face turned into a quizzical scowl. "Telephones?" 

"Yes, the tapping of telephones. I'm sure you heard of the problems Cable 


and Wireless has with telephone tapping?" 
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Mayfield had heard about little else since arriving in his office this 
day. Several of his clients were worried how they might deal with the 
reports. Some were already concerned transcriptions of telephone calls might 
appear in court and asked him how he could quash such evidence since it 
would violate their own privacy. His law firm also represented Barclays Bank 
in local matters and the Grand Turk bank manager had been buzzing in his ear 
since sun-up. 

"Oh, telephone tapping. You believe your phones have been tapped?" In the 
back of Mayfield's mind was the germ of an idea; a elass action suit against 
‘able and Wireless for invasion of privacy. ‘If Avery began such a suit, 
others would quickly join in...' he speculated. 

"Perhaps they have been tapped. But that ie not my reason for the visit. 
{t am wondering what you might know about the tnformation that was being 
sold; the information learned from the taps." 

Mayfield's eyes darted from the direct stare of Avery. “So that’s it; ne 
ig after the person who ran the operation. ' 

"You mean the business aspect of the tapping? Are you asking me if I know 
who is selling the information?” 

Avery set his jaw and folded his hands before his face, leaning forward 
towards Mayfield. “Yes, I want to know who was behing this, on tnis island. 
Who was selling information?” 

"T see. And why da you think I night (o00?" 

Avery laughed aloud; an unconscious release of the building tension. 

"vou are one of the better, more skilled attornies here. Your clients are 
the best of the best. And I feel that if someone were selling information, 


your office might at some time have been approached by this person." 
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"Ts buy information?” 

We Sa | 

Mayfield pushed on the floor with his left foot, spinning the chair away 
from Avery's head-on stare. Now he fixed his eyes on the wall filled with 
his own credentials. 

“Phis is a very delicate situation" he began. "If you were the Attorney 
General sitting here, I would be bound as an officer of the court to share 
my information; if I had any. Unless of course it was my own client who was 
likely to be guilty of this act." He was playing for time, trying to decide 
what if anything he could share with Burgess. He might not have another 
opportunity to swing some of Burgess's business into his office again soon. 
‘If it were anyone but Avery Burgess, I'd tell him to leave’ he thovueht to 
himself. 

"Why are you interested in this subject?” he asked. 

"A fair question. The answer is very complex. Shall we say I am atra lay or 
what I don't know, and I don't wish to be caught unprepared when the guilty 
party's identity Finally doea come out.” 

Mayfield relaxed and turned back to face Avery. 

"T see, And you undoubtedly have a few suspects in mind?" 

eves.’ 

"Will you share those names with me?" Mayfield and other attornies he had 
talked with this afternoon already agreed who the guilty party would be; he 
had learned from his fellow attornies the same person had approached many of 
them and some in fact had done business. 

AU tele cas. 


"Well, let me say that between the other attornies I have spoken with 
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today, there 1s unaminous agreement as to who the guilty party might be. 
And frankly, I am surprised the Attorney General has thus far contacted none 
of us. However, I do understand he is expected over here tomorrow.” 

eWrASK Sea liye andmitael sda? 3% 

It was now clear to Mayfield Avery could and would obtain the name 
someplace else, and very shortly. He didn't understand why Avery came to see 
Dim patave | beebut this wes ane opportuni tye. 


"If you give me the correct name, I will not deny that name." 

"lf I give you an incorrect name...7” 

PP Leen yi: 

Avery placed both hands on the glass covered desk before him and gently 
moved a pad of paper to the side. He would test Mayfield. 

"Benjamin Dornfield?” 

Mayfield shot back quickly. "No, I deny." 

Avery took an extra breath. 

"Pauline Conner?" 

Mayfield was stunned into silence. ‘Pauline Conner?' he repeated to 
himself. ‘Why in the world would Avery...?’ 

Evora deny.” 

There was an unhideable release from Avery's lungs and a smile spread 
over his face. Mayfield noticed. 

“Charles Scott?" 

Now Mayfield had his own release; a nervous laugh, He had avoided talking 
with Scott on this matter all day for he too feared a Scott connection. 

PNOawardeny. 


Avery resumed his position with both hands squarely on the desk. His back 
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Stralghtened up and his legs twitched. Mayfield guessed this was the real 
name coming, 

hasc Tous ts .Lane?™ 

"You have been testing me, right?" 

"Perhaps. And Mrs. Lane?" 

mio TOUTdeny=tiat name.” 

Avery broke into a smile. ‘I have never had anything to do with that 
woman’ raced through his mind; ‘there can be no dangerous fall-out from her 
being arrested.’ He said nothing. 

"Now, what do you intend to do?" asked Mayfield. "Have you considered a 
suit against Cable and Wireless for invasion of your privacy?" 

Avery said nothing for a minute; Mayfield allowed him to think his own 
thoughts. ‘I have dropped the hook into the water...' 

Finally he did speak. "Yes, the thought has crossed my mind. At the 
moment I have no decision on this: I don't really know any of my lines were 
tapped." 

"But if they were...?" 

"Then I will come back to talk with you. You say the AG is coming here 
tomorrow?" gs 
Ra 

"That's what I understand. You know, tomorrow is the test day of the Nev 
year?” 

"Yes, I’m sure the AG would much rather be doing something else with 
holidays coming." 

Mayfield would try one more time. "Do you happen to know who represents 
Mrs. Lane?" 


"No, I have no idea..." 
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"Tt just happens to be Charles Scott” and he leaned back in his own chair 
and crossed his arms on his chest. 

Avery smiled. "Scott is a workaholic; I'm sure he won't mind working over 
the holidays!" 

Roth men laughed as Avery rose to leave, 

Mayfield reached the door first and just before opening it turned 
abruptly to face Avery who was standing immediately behind his shoulder. 

“Te won'tobe Billing you for this time, but J would like the opportunity 
to handle some of your business.” 

"rt do appreciate your time, and honesty, with me, Yes, I think our 
present arrangements may be burdening the firm upstairs” motioning with his 
hand towards the competitor he now used, "I'll speak with you after the 
holidays.” 

Both men shook hands and Avery slipped through the doorway to his 
shopping center mall outside the law firm entrance. He looked at his watch: 


as egy le 


Polly had staod by the back door to her house watching Avery's truck 
disappear down the long driveway behind the row of Papaya trees, Her heart. 
was pounding and without realizing {it both hands wound the yellow sun dress 
into a knot in front of her pelvis. 

Lannie stayed away from the house while Avery was visiting but was also 
watching him depart from her own doorway in the Annex. Now she walked 
towards the main house. Polly did not notice the maid until she spoke. 

"T change sheets now?" she asked. 


Polly's hands relaxed their grip on the dress leaving a perspiration 
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stained knot behind. She slid both hands down her thighs to dry the palms. 

"What? Oh, yes, Lannie." Polly's head was overflowing with thoughts. 
‘tT wonder where Shawn is right now? I must get him out of the bedroom!' 

“Lannie, straighten up my office and then change the sheets. And I won't 
need you for dinner tonight. You can do the dishes in the morning." 

Lannie liked the sound of this; a night off! 

Myee, etisscrabl yay: 

"One more thing, make the bed with the dark green silk sheets and use the 
white comforter." 

"Ves Miss Polly, the white...” Lannie could not recall being instructed 
to use the white comforter since...'since Mr. Bill die.’ 

Polly turned, pointing herself at the bedroom, Lannie followed through 
the outside door, heading to the office at the opposite end of the house, 

The door to the bathroom slid open slowly before Polly’s hands. The 
shower stall curtain still dripped with water, a once-fluffy towel tossed to 
the floor. Polly tiptoed past the crumpled Fieldcrest and peered silently 
around the corner into the bedroom. Shawn's naked body lay before her; his 
head closest, the face away. Her eyes swept from his tossited light brown 
hair down a sprouting chest and across the flat stomach. And then froze. 

She imagined Shawn's eyes to be closed and vainly she supposed him to be 
fantasizing about her. Both palms were gyrating backwards and forward on 
either side of a very taunt penis. She had watched many men masturbate, 
often at her request. Her fascination with what she now saw was 
overpowering, and for the instant Lannie's coming to change the sheets was 
forgotten, 


Shawn's knees were bent Slightly; his toes gyrating to a rhythem of their 
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own. Now he began to moan softly and his neck became rigid jerking the face 
abruptly straight at the ceiling. Polly now verified the eyes were shut and 
noticed his tongue moving feverishly across moistened lips. 

Her mind's emotion caressed her body; Polly's own groin ached, the heart 
pounded beneath her sun dress. An intimate wetness was soaking her panties 
as droplets formed at the boundary of cotton and inner thigh. Impulsively 
raising a hand to her mouth teeth sunk into skin to silence the cry forming 
at the base of her throat. 

Two sounds washed over her nearly in unison. Shawn's knees bolted rigid 
as his toes lept into the air; both legs locked together by an invisible 
force originating deep within his body. "Oh Polly!" he shrieked, the hands 
withdrawing from the penis, droplets of prescious white fluid scattering 
across his lower chest and abdomen, Instinctively, Polly's torso was coiling 
to bound onto the bed where she could hold him tightly while sucking the 
sperm from his body. And there came a second, just slightly delayed, sound 
breaking without warning against her eardrums. 

"Misa Polly, I come change sheets now." 

The doorknob rotated and the door opened a crack. Polly's arm shot from 
her mouth to the doorframe, her fingers clutching the edge of the door and 
pushing against Lannie's strong thrust. 

"Not now Lannie. Never mind, I will change the sheets myself!" Polly now 
had the door under control and was pushing it shut. 

shawn bolted from the bed, stumbled and fell to the floor in a tense 
heap. Polly had turned her body to secure the door with her own back and 
suddenly realized the bed was empty. 


Her fear turned to puzzlement; he was gone where seconds before his 
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glistening body was framed in royal blue silk. She called out, softly. 

"Shawn! Shawn? Where are you?" 

Four fingers appeared on the edge of the silk covered mattress; then the 
top of his young head. Slowly, a forehead and two brown eyes peeked above 
the field of silken blue, 

Polly’s disturbed face turned to relief as the head slowly emerged from 
below the blue horizon. Behind her back, two hands still firmly grasping the 
door knob groped for the locking button. She felt the familiar snap of the 
lock just as Shawn's chest rose above the silk margin. 

Instinctively she knew he must be frightened and confused, His 
after-climax daze had been snapped by disturbing sounds and she now realized 
he had tumbled to the floor to hide, and in fear. 

"Aunt Polly?" He made no attempt to correct himself. 

She ran around the bed dropping to the floor beside his naked body, 
tenderly gripping in her hands the face and softly stroking temple and 
cheeks, He began to sob and Polly realized for the first time how fragile 
and immature his sense of emotions must be. 

"T was so frightened...” he walled; "I was alone and then suddenly I 
heard a noise and saw the door opening... " 

Her hands lifted his face to her own and she traced a4 circle around his 
lips with the point of her tongue. Through the sun dress she could feel her 

Bite VA Ve 
own wetness and the clumps of his wet sperm now sane Le the surface of 
her skin. Polly's mind convulsed through 25 years of being close, intimate, 
with dozens, perhaps a hundred men. There had never been a sensation such as 
this, She imagined actually being inside of Shawn's body, her sensual tongue 


became his penis and she was simultaneously fighting to gain release from 


Jae) 


= i ee ; * 
' 4 ’ 
cave. , 
b- ‘ ; 
’ ‘ 
° 
. 
Py P 


© sollieg sat yal is even jue nk bono? eae bod ennsnatd as 
‘Suey Bun ovat Camel hss be 
sy at Co Babe eh ‘cro de tesqe@s i aunt? for red 


Pry Erie neaerto tr: & rly Le Oe tl SAgoN ats bibs qa. ud 


’ : " e'} 
sould noite} ign eit aM 
; 4 ae i ) JT ‘yea ee r 2 (7 ae up tie PF er eVio ‘ 
) att 4 “ ibe og mitt euid er eo log 
' a? oth .qosgud aetlael Sie 3er obiem domi ie@h 
» ody stods Rect deedtr Gavan or weet Boyt 
" | Baye 
. i wet ete: Wi selon ieani 
sy Lae? Fe , . i ” 
f t t 
ee ere é 7 Far) AMES: ABRe Osos TS 
if § 
a : N, "iO At of be lamus® bedtyea 
ri ys oist my hed ie 4 wite mek" 
ro ify ioe ap ae haan > tree Rar 
wise, ¥ lp tokdbee oe sth abr iol ah eee sS vSvabras 
ike taok} Seto cot feed Lies 8 G5) ga age, Oo clare wi. pxeedo 
Bn ed yaum atahfoue “i ecient SiN epi? Sas 
a I tual a =} mF a : ‘iS A } a : 
‘ ia p . m : onl 
bee senole éae-1" (Deli tah] s« bows potent Oe €Byel 4 
. - . 1m sy 
; ne keels page "TOO. ei? vee. Bat mei1on & bse 
) é! esrvy oie : Bees fines eget O9) axis y At Saw npewe 70H 
y : 3 =a . 
is Silo ath ees 9s uit deuce uit cumin’: mo, saton eel date egh! 


abe 


’ meu sy 
\ 


ae von mnas@e Jam ‘yhs fhe’ cms cat “ih ltaniisahate 1 
esehitynt jeéoto alited ‘to. ene 88 Aguorsa ‘onuvana pantera atta 3 
a (cue obtchelher, 4. 09a evn, bal axed; cs ortoint ve ik ei ey . 

Sivan so ‘Eeunnee ped hed “a rer Ww sbtent ate ioe 


nos pebaiat’ nba, at “uctaignhg 


* 7 : 
' 
a2 Yr 
Z : é a 
= ‘ 7 | * , 
< P a pre 
@ a 
: , 7 a | on 
> , i a 


inside of his body, and resisting leaving the pleasureful place. 

They held one another tightly for nearly five minutes; gradually Shawn's 
Sobbing subsided, and then her own. When mind and body separated, the body 
had slowly slumped to the floor and his had followed to lay partly on, 
Davey Heat oulers. 

The sensation of being inside of Shawn's body gradually receded; Polly's 
mind resisted the depature for as long as she could hoid onto the feeling. 
When at last it was gone, she reached for his limp hand and took it in her 
own, Slowly she moved it from where it lay to between her legs, Even in her 
out-of-body mind-state, she had been conscious his penis was soft and 
111 prepared for a sexual encounter. Now, against her thigh and through her 
dress she felt it suddenly grow erect and hard as his finger tips lightly 

Wr nec . 
came into contact with her soaked panties just-above the-vasina, 

Shawn's body tightened as if prodded by an electrical shock. His free arm 
moved to grip the front of her sundress, ripping so violently the cloth 
split at both seams falling towards her waist. His powerful fingers now 

; Py b47lé > Me 
found the tepless bra; he yanked again virtually disintegrating the wire 
stays. Polly experienced a momentary flash of pain across the rib cage 
perimeter as the elastic cut deeply into skin until the snaps at the rear 
broke free. 

Her legs submissively swung apart in estatic anticipation at the same 
instant his right hand shredded her panties in a single motion. Polly's bady 
moved to a familiar position below his as he rammed his penis inside of her 
with a single thrust that drove their pubic hair to intertwine. Now his left 


hand grabbed the top of her head and shook it vigorously while her lips 


searched for his mouth. 
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All they found was the top of the head; his long hair caught in her 
teeth, Shawn's lips had found her breast and his teeth were gnawing a 
pathway to the nipple, Between thumb and forefinger he held the aching 
papilla firmly, squeezing and releasing it in cadence to his long thrusts. 

Polly's mind was once more on a confusing Journey: this time she imagined 
her tongue was inside a vagina, her own, facing the opening with eyes at 
its' tip. With each thrust of his penia she visualized the head racing 
towards her, and saw it wrapping itself around her tongue. 

His teeth blt into her breast either side of the nipple and his tongue 
coated it with saliva. She felt pain in her breast and a savage dash of 
energy to her vagina. Shawn's mouth and teeth pulled back from her breast 
without warning and his back shot rigid. In her mind she saw lumps of white 
seed suffocating the tip of her tongue. Both screeched the opposite name in 
harmony. And then silence, and no motion whatsoever from either body. They 


wouldsi@yein this position, virtually motionless, for mare than an hour. 


Avery Burgess stood pensively in front of Morgan and Stenbeck for several 
minutes, pondering his next move. A sizeable crush of food shoppers was 
jammed in front of check out stands in his grocery store at the far end of 
the open arcade, Through the melee he could see his son Alton bent over an 
electronic cash register. This jarred his memory; Alton’s trip to hand 
deliver the Paul Monasto statement to Governor Burnside had been postponed 
in the frenzy of the day's activities, 

‘Perhaps I can give the statement to the AG tomorrow’ he thought to 
himself. He began to walk, slowly, towards the grocery store when a voice 


behind him called his name. 
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"Avery...Avery Burgess?" 

He stopped walking but did not turn, testing his own skill at recognizing 
a voice. It was male, and familiar. Obviously white. 

A slight figure with long hair entered the periphery of his vision. He 
instantly knew it to be Paul. Avery half turned with hand extended. 

"Why it's Paul; I was just thinking about you.” 

"tT have been trying to find you all afternoon.” 

Avery thought the man looked exceptionally nervous and he glanced about 
quickly to see who might be within earshot. There was no-one. 

"Let's go over here, in the corner, and talk? Avery suggested, placing a 
hand on the smaller man's shoulder. 

"Something has happened?" asked Paul, "Something involving Harvey?" 

Avery was determined to confine Paul’s information to a bare minimum, He 
glanced about again, concerned they even be seen conversing in public at 
this stage. 

"Veg, a great deal has happened. It appears Mr. Harvey has fled the 
country; apparently some of his business deals caught up with him over the 
weekend.” 

Paul's foot kicked at the tiled floor, his toe rubbing over the shiney 
surface. "I guess...1 mean, what does that do to our deal?” 

Avery could see Paul was afraid to ask whether they still had a deal. 

He tried to reassure him. 

"Paul, Harvey's disappearence will have no major affect on our agreement. 
Except, I doubt you will be required to leave the country at Alvenew, VBut 
Harvey left behind quite a mess and I don't think we'll know where all the 


pieces fit until, say ... Saturday?" He was not certain how long it would 
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take, but recalled the Monastos were scheduled to move to the Whitebourn 
house Friday. And with the New Year's holiday upon them, it would be the 
following week before business activity resumed a normal pace. 

"So I just stay away from Harvey's shop here?" 

Avery thought, 'No, perhaps Paul should report each morning unless he was 
told to stay away.' 

"The manager...Gongalez, ig that his name?" 

"Gonzalez. He seems to have left the country as well; some workmen at the 
shop told me this morning he had gone to the Dominican Republic.” 

"Gonzalez; that would be Dominican alright. When is he expected back?” 

"That's the funny part; I got the impression he might not come back. Is 
that business finished? What's happened?” 

Avery Knew nothing was to be gained from sharing very much with Paul. The 
best he could do was reassure the man. 

"T suspect Harvey's total business empire has collapsed. He probably 
won't be back soon. Fortunately for you and Karen, other plans have been 
made and if you wlll just be patient until say next week, you will both be 
working again," 

Paul relaxed, Those were the words he wanted to hear. 

Booger ecm. he beach 

Avery smiled back. "Yes, but check with me daily even if only to say 
hello; OK?" 

Paul reached to shake his hand. Avery was caught off guard; a handshake 
in public at the end of a conversation usually met a deal had been struck. 
He didn't want anyone to notice this gesture, His own right hand went out 


towards Paul but went above the waiting hand to the man’s shoulder. He 
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gently squeezed the shoulder bone. 


“Stay in touch!" and Avery turned to walk to the grocery store. 


Governor Martin Burnside had just finished dinner and was settling into 
his favorite bedroom chair to watch the BBC evening newscast as relayed via 
satellite on a delayed basis to Australia. Mindy called upstairs... 

"Martin, your hot line is ringing!” 

An extension of the line was in the bedroom; the ringer turned off. He 
hesitated answering but decided it might be his AG. 

"Ves?" He remained squeemish to use this line, although engineer Brown 
now assured him all lines were safe. One disadvantage of using this 
extension was the scrambler was downstairs and could not be activated from 
the bedroom. 

“Avery Burgess here; shall we ... scramble?" 

"r'm afraid,..oh hold on just a moment." Setting the phone down he now 
began the tedious effort of changing phones, He had to walk downstairs and 
pick up the primary instrument, activate the scrambler, and then ask Mindy 
or John to return to the upstairs phone and hang up. 

At the base of the stairs he spied John reading in the library. “Son, 
will you please go back to the bedroom and hang up the hot line phone? I am 
Picwinewic up in the oftice.” 

The youngster waved a salute and laid his book down. 

The office phone in his hand, he reached for the scrambler button. 

"Aotivating” he said into the mouthpiece and pushed the button. The next 
sound he heard was an abnormally high pitched voice similar to Avery 


Burgess. 
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"My scrambler is activated; do you copy.” 

WesalMrek. DUCZESS,, 1 CODY.” 

Both men paused. Avery was hoping the Governor would give him a complete 
run down of the day's activities. Alas, the Governor had no desire to relive 
the events of the day. Avery finally spoke and presumed if he was going far 
afield, the Governor would stop him. 

"hen the AG is here tomorrow, I will hand him the statement from Paul 
Monastog LM .SOrRY w:..” 

"who? Paul Monasto?” 

"The carpenter who had been hired by Harvey." 

The entire event had slid from the Governor's mind but now returned 
rapidly. 

"Oh yes, quite. What else?” 

"There ig an element in your puzzle still missing; someone you need, to 
complete the investigation?" 

"Yes?" 

"Tl believe I can shorten your search, unless you already know who you are 
looking for." 

The Governor's attention picked up. And he pinched himself mentally for 
not previously asking Avery about the unknown person. The man knew 
everything. 

nies Mealon. 

"T believe the agent here is a lady; a Luscious Lane. The evidence Ls 
overwhelming, and some of her customers have been identified.” 

The name was familiar to the Governor, but he could not place it. 


"T am having trouble ...difficulty placing the name." 
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Avery beamed with a smile the Governor could not see, 

"She.,.her reputation is similar to Plentifults reputation...” Avery 
began. 

"Ahhh yes..the wife of our government's favorite architect, If you will 
pardon my French, I believe they call them 'the architect and the archi- 
tit'?" and the Governor laughed at his own braghness. 

Avery Was stunned but laughed also. In the two years he had known the 
man, this was the first time he had ever heard an off-color comment. 

“Well, is this solid information?" he began again. 

"Very Solid; verified through the local legal community." 

"I hope we are not forced to take that to court!" and he laughed again. 
"A more scurrilous crew never walked the plank..." and the Governor Was 
laughing out of control. His laughter attracted Mindy who appeared at the 
door. 

she hadn’t seen him in such good humour since this mese began and after 
assuring herself he was alright, carefully left the doorway without 
attracting his attention. 

Avery was laughing because the Governor was laughing but with leas 
intensity. 'Is he so pleased' he pondered 'because he feared it might have 
been someone else? Who could he have suspected that so worried him?' 

"Well, now" Martin began ie dmag Cons brings me to another matter: 
Benjamin Dornfield. 7 planned a call you in the morning about him; you 
realize his newspaper reports could be very alarming on this matter." 

Avery tried to see where the Governor Was headed. 'Is he hopeful of 
controlling damaging stories in the paper which might undermine investor 


confidence in the islands?’ 
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"hat is it you fear about Dornfield, this time?" he asked. 

"His past performance tells us when he writes about this incident, the 
reports will skillfully blend official pronouncements with innuendos and 

CL CONT 4 Elie ft iV 
partial truths gleaned from the tom-tom circuit. And he hates Cable and 
Wireless. I can see no good coming from his next newspaper." 

"And you would like to stop the next issue?” 

"what IT would like, and what I will achieve are two different things. 

IT will settle for his only publishing the official statements, but I believe 
4t will take a special effort. I hoped you could help.” 

Avery's influence with Dornfield was virtually nil, as the Governor well 
knew. ' So why would he ask me for help?’ 

"Do you have specific help in mind?” 

actually, no. But. 1 have reason to believe there is a person on 
Portobello who can help; someone owed a debt by Dornfield, Do you know what 
T am suggesting?" 

Avery felt he was being tested. Dornfield weekly used the editorial pages 
of his newspaper to help native business people. He fought political battles 
behind the shroud of letters-to-the-editor signed by fictitous pen names. 
Dornfield was the champion of the native blacks; but mostly he fought for 
black patronage. A wide swath of black Turks and Caicos islanders 
thought they owed Dornfield something. 

"YT could list dozens, maybe hundreds who think they owe him something. 
And I suppose someplace out there are a few who feel Dornfield owes them; 
for a news tip, a bit of juicy gossip. But I can't see how this will help 
HENS sere 


The Governor was also testing. He had reason to believe one specific 


Sol 


— eyo —-s 


ize of “Foul? aie Otay eri Mads wish HOw ie a: ati’ 


x iol Dy fie OGk soj lis ect-<egw ih elles conemiot eg seme re" 
rene Qwonoiq Leto hip foels yitwttiras oe Wa chats 4 
‘ i Priva treunalo hes ah ei) POCrit lati ld Sif: Kees is led 
oo ty nid movl pobtd boos of eegonae f° eases 
1 a2 | f 1). 2018) of ari Oi wow. Lice DiA"S - 
: ys ix 
’ ; } U6 \ Py rSE0W fy 7h J poi wid $f “i! 


‘ 
( Bgl. ay? Piet 2 ated lily 21 
" ’ 
> { iS rti an - iit) 5 by ry py) ny * ay ria 
1 i i 
i7 +3 4 SO Mes o tO. YO Ok THEA 
— ry vi 
Shatin, af ¢ fet ria, eves soy 
3 ripe ae @ 6 Gk. SAS BVO ae CUsaat SV¥sa IGE (00 41 Cag aoR™ 
" Vow. 2a Oe tlie Gee oie of fedosre4 
se = Sieh 
Oe 4 ; er "Tan iseaxgue: it I 
ch! tasnu. Viassy bering . permed vatied ae. 6a 7iee van 


(f . af  ,olgoed seartecd evisen had ed Geasehiet bin 7 


REXUE 15 ‘ATORE Mel beg ie wes Lp a Im) “ee vat Ne ucrtis. Ah bertelad 
‘ yet oS siete Les ey Lobe “oJ to tics beyanntey 27) Siw Slot nein, y 
rok wes sf) first aust! ok Big 20, ita ai iy. f igen eal : 
Ho : if »' 7 oe ‘ealutsteontadl bist ing Rome “ets riguodt ~ 
yt 
gnttionce, ait dee ers dels ony abierbat ‘achuiak: 4s AMER ‘mis ‘hiyos: a ane 


mails ageo biett rod, [eon cay vet: t sx ead duo ave 


you 


ub: io a | 


qfed ti twats wad get 3 wa 7 08, ae 


tet oo 
i he an oie ¢ [ i i ae : , 7 
‘ : 
a) a » eps ~~: oA Y, - ee ae 2 7 
pe aa 1 re ty I MA 2 
tall, = ‘é p ee! A oe 


olitasas 40 ove} ied. o none bait ol a: 


e 
def were 
rN . ‘ a 2g 
" } inhale ee 


person on Portobello had saved Dornfield's shakey financial world within the 
past year; a 5 or 6 figure dollar number to be exact, But if he tipped his 
hand, the Governor would betray a banker's confidence; this he would not do. 

“what IT have in mind is someone who advanced funds to Dornfield, bought 
into his business perhaps. Someone to whom I suspect he reports routinely 
for approval or disapproval. Does that help?" 

Something clicked in Avery's mind. ‘What was it I heard today when 
Dornfield's name came up? Somebody defending the man?’ where was he when he 
heard it, he pondered. Mayfield's office? No, it was Pauline! She had 
defended him as a suspect. in the telephone tapping case. ‘Didn't she call 
him Ben?’ Virtually nobody, certainly no white, ever called Dornfield Ben. 
He had never considered it before; maybe there was 4 relationship between 
Ben and Pauline? ‘Here I go again, suspecting my friend!’ he chovehwe ine 
pain of the afternoon with Pauline returned to his mind. 

mayery eeare You Suild there?" 

"Oh, yes. I was thinking about what you said. To be quite Prank ackeo 
dislike the man I perhaps purposefully avoid knowing very much about who 
backs him and who does not. But now that you mention it, there might be 
somebody here who has helped him financially.” 

The Governor had no doubt of the packing; his banking sources found it 
amusing that a sizeable check from a certain Portobello business woman had 
been deposited into Dornfield's account. The Governor knew enough about the 
person writing the check to believe that if funds had changed hands, the 
private backer now had certain persatisive powers over the newspaper editor. 
The seed planted in Avery's mind, it was time to move to the next plateau. 


He was not convinced Avery didn't know all about it anyhow, 
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"Perhaps you could bring this matter to the attention of, someone, there? 
Let me tell you again what I would like; it would be best if Dornfield's 
coverage of this matter was restricted to hae the basic facts. It would be 
best if Mr. Harvey was not included in the same story. It would be better if 
there was no suggestion Cable and Wireless has been neglegent." The Governor 
paused to sip on a glass of water. 

Avery understood, 

"In other words, Dornfleld’s story should not make our islands look bad.” 

"Precisely, I'm certain you would agree neither the present or next 
generation of investors would be overjoyed to think we routinely went about 
tapping telephones and sharing confidential information. And BVCT Va. oy 

iyes?” 

"il really need this assurance by tomorrow noon, for political reasons. If 
you have difficulty getting that assurance, please let me know so I can take 
alternate steps.” 

“Yee IT see. This is a difficult matter. I’m not sure it can be done." 

MWoruimo sO sevyes? & 

"Ves, Anything else? 

The Governor nodded as if he was facing Anne iehd Heenotw. Timed 
tomorrow?" 

"Yes, good night." 


And two scrambler buttons were pushed simultaneously, some 75 miles 


apart. 


For forty-five minutes Polly's mind had danced between full sleep and 


frenetic slumber. Fach time she drifted off, visions of massive sperm clots 
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packing the eyes planted at the end of her tongue awoke her. The dream 
repeated each time she drifted off and reawoke her. For the last 15 minutes 
she had lain motionless beneath Shawn measuring his breathing against her 
own and anticipating the all too infrequent throbs of his penis. It amazed 
her his tool remained hard and firm inside nearly an hour after his climax. 
'He will make many women very happy in his Lifetime, she thought. 


Now she was toying with her own plans for the young man. Pe AUS Monday 
j s 
= aes; 


> 


evening; we have all day Tuesday, and, Wednesday. At c PM Thursday [ must | c 
take him to the airport.' 

'Tf IT am his first real female partner, how will he handle this new 
sensation when he returns to school? Will he so miss me that he turns to 
others?’ Fidelity to her was not an issue. That he might lose steht of 
why he was in college and mistake sex as a replacement for preparing for the 
business world; that was a concern. ‘Aunt Polly will need to talk frankly 
with him, that's all there is to that!" she decided. 

There was another more immediate concern. Inspite of the fury of their 


love making, she detected no signs within her body of abrasion or pain. She 


a 


oor 


had suffered more than once at the hands and penis of an insensitive man 
nearly ripping her apart. But what about Shawn? ‘When he awakes I must wash 
and ingpect him; any sign of rubbed skin or redness and he gets my salve 
treatment. He has to last until Thursday Fite ere 

Shawn's body movedbéneath hers the first significant movement since his 
final thrust had left them welded together as one. Polly was abruptly aware 
his back appeared to be under tension; the last thrust remained deeply 
inside of her. 'I doubt even a sheet of paper could be slid between his 


pelvic bone and my own' she calculated. 
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Polly’s experience also warned that inspite of his youth, he would soon 
be drained of sperm. 'He may be insatiable for now, but by this time 
tomorrow he could lose interest in this if he has dry ejaculations.’ She had 
long desired to try a native remedy for low sperm production one of the 
agency girls confided to her. As best she could recall, the native men were 
said to take the mucus membrane from the Conch animal and carefully separate 
it from the conch meat. They then dried the mucus into a dry stem which was 
subsequently pounded into powder. The powder was taken with coconut milk and 
according to enthusiastic native reports, a man's Sperm Was replenished 
within hours, 

'When he awakes, the second order of business, right after I wash and 
inspect his penis, will be to call around for some powder! ' 

Shawn's body moved again. The room was all but totally dark; only a thin 
shaft of moonlight waifed in a partially cracked louvered window above them, 
His hand stirred near her waist and crept slowly up her rib cage. Fingertips 
reached the lower crease of her right breast, venturing slowly up out of the 
crease to search for her nipple, Forefinger and thumb found the prey and 
rubbed gently. 


"Aunt Polly...are you awake?” 
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( chapter ed 

Beriaiin Dornfield faced several problems. New Year's day was his first 
problem. It fell on a Tuesday, tomorrow to be precise. And Tuesday was his 
regular day to complete typesetting for that week's edition of his 
newspaper. Tuesday night was his habitual paste up night; with tens of feet 
of photo offset gallies pinned on the walls of his small office, he would 
sit ut his drafting table and cut and fit pieces together to prepare the 
flats for his newspaper. Then on Wednesday mornings he made last minute 
changes and additions before meeting the Pan American flight at @ PM to send 
off or himself carry off the flats to his Miami printer. Thousands of copies 
of his newspaper would return to the islands on the Pan American Friday 
flight if everything worked properly; Saturday if there were glitches, 

Dornfield could operate each piece of equipment in his lightly equipped 
office; including the photo typesetter. But he couldn’t set type and do 
paste up at the same time. And his Dominican lady typesetter had disappeared 
without notice this morning. She left for the DR with her husband and 
Benjamin had nothing but a terse hand scrawled note to explain the 
unscheduled departure. It read: 

'We are leaving$S. will advise. Maria Gonzalez’ 

The New Year's edition of his newspaper was traditionally the second 
largest of thé year. Borrowing a trick from American news magazines, 
Dornfield annually used this issue to review the news highlights of the 
just-past year. He financed this documentation of Turks and Caicos history 
by hustling advertisements from local businesses whom he convinced to thank 
customers for the patronage of the past year. It all added up to extra work 


and tonight he was a one-arm paper hanger drowning beneath a sea of typeset 
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gallies and hand drawn, unfinished advertising layouts, 

His second problem was the weekend news stories. His intelligence network 
told him the fire in the apartment, the death of Samuel Stubbs and the Chief 
Minister’s revelations about Cable and Wireless were inter-related. He felt 
he had the story figured out, but he was sure there was as much he didn’t 
know or suspect as there was out in the open, The opportunity to crucify his 
hated foe Cable and Wireless was flashing like a blinding neon sign 
suspended before his eyes. The chance to drive additional nails into the 
coffin of the ruling GDP was just as bright and exciting. The role of the 
British government in all of this was even more challenging. ‘Why' he 
wondered ‘was the AG himself on Portobello Sunday taking charge of the mop 
Up operations for the fire, and Stubbs’ death?’ He was self-convinced there 
was an important story here; a story involving all of the groups and 
eyitities he most hated. He might never again goon have the opportunity to 
blast them all in one startling review. 

Which brought him back to the original problem: time and personnel, He 
needed help, right now; this very minute. Professional help. But where, on 
Portobello? 

Dornfield had spent more than an hour standing in the cool afternoon air 
using the pay phone in front of the Cable and Wireless office. It was 
humulating for him to stand there using their pay phone to place his calls. 
He was there so often over the course of an average week that he was | 
constantly explaining to people why the hated Cable and Wireless would not 
allow him to have a regular phone, like a normal business person. It didn’t 


increase his stature in the community to not have a business telephone on 


which he could place calls. 
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One of his afternoon calls had been to retired newsperson Luscious Lane. 
Lane had been a partner in the 1980 launch of a monthly Turks and Caicos 
{slands four color news magazine, The magazine failed but the lady still 
knew her way around type setting equipment and paste up. She was not an 
especially close friend of Dornfield but he was desperate. Luscious had said 
‘no’, something about a new year's party she and James were throwing. But 
there had been a suggestion; a new arrival on the island staying at 
Burgess's Golden Shores was reputed to have journalism experience. He had 
the name someplace in his pocket, a lady, but no time to go looking for the 
PEosoccL. 

Several of his calls had been in vain to a special person he only looked 
to for help in a real emergency. In the year of their association, she had 
provided him with funds to pay off his Florida printer and catch up on 
payments to his office equipment supplier. Without her help, his newspaper 
would have folded nearly 12 months ago. Three calls, no answers, He took 
this as an omen that he would have to work this problem out on his own. 
‘Besides’ he thought ‘a meeting with her never lasts a short while; I might 
leseethertresteot thesday [Wpeand night) Ti eieeo.out there™ 

And the last straw. Because of the hated Cable and Wireless, calls could 
only come in to him; he could place no calls, not even local calls. So where 
he might be able to follow up leads on the major weekend news stories and 
simultaneously paste up his flats if his phone worked, he was essentially 
cut off from the outside world. Unless somebody called him, he was a 
prisoner in his own office. [t was 7 PM Monday December 31st; and Benjamin 


Dornfield was not a happy man. He was all alone, hungry, and tired. 
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When Avery Burgess hung up with the Governor he pondered the request for 
assistance he had just received. Sitting alone in his home complex office, a 
dull 40_watt bulb lit a corner of his deak. He liked sitting in the near 
darkness of this building; for some reason it took him back to his youth on 
North Caicos where as a boy he would sit on the rocks at Sandy Point and 
wait for the sun to disappear into the ocean to the west. 

A lad of ten or twelve, he dreamed of following the sun around the world 
and pondered the possibility of racing like the sun to completely circle the 
world in a single 24 hour period. Now the setting sun held a different 
meaning: one less day remained in his life span. Although he came from 
family roots where mast of the men lived Into their mid 80s, he didn't 
expect his own life would be that long. 'They were hearty people who lived 
on the purities of the world; fish from the sea, water from the skies, crops 
from the earth' he often sald to his own children. ‘We are paying a price 
for being a part of the modern world; if the stress doesn’t ki bauscet he 
chemicals will.’ And he believed this. 

The stress of this day was taking its toll. His knees ached; a symptom, 
he believed, of derisive inter~human relationships. 'I have had my share 
this day’ he thought. ‘My blood is racing and my arteries are clogged from 
all of those chemicals I consume; so my knees hurt.' In Avery's mind, it was 
just that simple. 

"The Governor; he said aloud. "He wants me to contact some person who 
has advanced money to Dornfield and ask that person to see that Dornfield’s 
news story about the weekend events won't damage this country's fragile 
reputation." His massive hands went to his cheek bones and fingertips laid 


against temples, He knew he needed help in this matter. 
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Pushing his chair backwards with his feet Avery painfully struggled from 
the chair's cushion and slowly lowered himself to his knees, Then he pulled 
hie chair back to use aS a platform for his elbows. Facing west he laid his 
face into the cradle formed by his hands and began to pray. 

"Dear Lord ... I am faced with a crisis. I am being asked to approach my 
dearest. friend in this land to ask her to betray a confidence f have no 
right to learn. My friend 1s not a perfect human being, but she is entitled 
to her own life and her own views. If I do this, I may lose this friend 
forever; I dare not risk that. 

"Dear Lord my country faces a crossroad. We are presently governed by 
ungodly people who have no credentials to govern. We are presently ruled by 
the last vestiges of a colonial system which has died and been buried 
elsewhere in this world more than a decade ago, 

"Lord, you have spoken to me and you have told me it will be my duty and 
my responsibility to lead this country out of the trappings of colonialism 
and away from the stupidity of unworthy leaders. And I have asked you when 
this might fall on me, and you have told me I will know the time when it is 
near. 

CLOrd ee eethis Chetan tine?) Timi, 1S,8 please civeine 4 Sign, Place’ a 
star in the sky as you did in Jerusalem, shake my home with your fury, send 
APStormoLo Our Shoress 

"tf this is not the right time, I will know because you have sent me he 
Sign. And I will go to my dearest friend and I will do the Governor's 
bidding. 


"T ask your guidance in Jesus's name, dear Lord. Amen.” 
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Seven hundred miles to Avery's west-northwest on Florida's east coast 
NASA was in the final seconds of countdown for the much delayed launch of a 
military payload satellite. The 'KH-13°, the latest in a long series of 
sophisticated spying devices inaugerated under President Eisenhower, was 
planned for geo-stationary orbit some 22,300 miles above the equator over 
the Indian Ocean, Once on station, this 3,000 pound structure would 'be able 
to see hair growing on the face of a middle eastern leader’ as the head of 
the American CIA boasted privately. 

For six weeks NASA had been embarassed repeatedly by mischievious 
hydrogen line leaks and electronic control malfunctions in the sub-frame 
operation computers in the package. Tonight, it finally looked like a go, 

"Pour...three...two...and we have lift off!" Even the metallic voice of 
the count down engineer carried emotion. NASA'S very credibility was riding 
on thevtallsor this three Stase beast. 

Just ten miles off the coast of Cape Kennedy a small flotilla of 
U.S. ships stacked up on full ready status. If the launch was busted in the 
first 30 seconds after rocket firing, it was the duty of those on board to 
retrieve the remains of the rocket package and satellite before any foreign 
navy might do so. Glasnos or no glasnos, six Soviet 'fishing vessels’ were 
stationed within twenty miles of the U.S. Navy ships, their sophisticated 
communications equipment monitoring every breath and lunge of the huge ICBM 
capable rocket. | 

"We have stage one separation..." announced the Cape's public information 
officer. This time his voice would not appear on the 11 o‘tclock newscasts 
because the launch was not public; no news media people had been allowed 


any closer than the row of hotels along the beach just east of US 1. 
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One of Avery's knees was not cooperating. The left leg wanted to 
Straighten up; the right knee refused to do so. His right hand grasped the 
edge of hig mahogony desk for Support and he pulled his left leg closer to 
the desk to buttress his body. With his right thigh supported by the desk 
top, he took both hands and guided the uncooperative leg into a straight 
position. Then gradually he allowéd weight to fall on the right leg, It 
held. 

"Thank you Lord” he muttered with a grimmace. Avery had tired of asking 
The Lord for help with his legs; he now believed they were his cross to bear 
and he would remind himself when they were especially painful ‘This pain can 
be but a fraction of the pain Jesus suffered on the cross. ' 

Although the sun had been down for nearly an hour, Avery was drawn 
outside to stare into the western sky. He knew not why, only that he must do 
so. His legs began to function again as the knee joints worked and by the 
time he reached the outside door he was moving at normal speed. He turned 
left and walked to Stand next to the hastily contrived diving platform. To 
his northwest a faint glow in the sky was moving towards the east-southeast 
at breakneck speed. ‘A jet,’ he thought to himself and he fixed his eyes on 


Piemecce eramineedot ofmiient: 


"And we have stage two ienition!" came the abnormally emotional fetalite 
report of the NASA engineer. Telemetering equipment throughout the complex 
reported the rocket's second stage had now fired with a burst of energy and 
light. The bird was 470 miles down range, over the lower Bahamas. Within 


seconds it would pass directly over the long forgotten Turks and Caicos 
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Islands leaving behind a brilliant streamer of heated exhaust more than 


80 miles above the ocean waters below. 


The dull glow of the fast moving dot suddenly exploded Into brilliant 
yellow-white streamers centered squarely in the middle of Avery's eyeballs. 
The speed and strength of the light source told Avery this was no jet 
airplane. Furthermore it showed every indication of coming straight towards 
him. He could hear no sound and could not judge its size nor distance. 

It was a splendorous light coming out of the heavens and even if it did not 
land at his feet, its path would take it through the heavens directly above 
his head. Without regard for his knees he dropped the full weight of his 
body onto the concrete pool deck and clasped his hands together before his 
face, 

"Oh Lord I see the sign! It is the Star you have sent to tell me the time 
is now!" Avery's body wrenched backwards to find the brilliant star glow 
again. It’s acceleration was so great it now appeared to be directly above 
his head and moving towards the east at ever increasing speed. Avery's neck 
strained backward to keep the light focused in the center of his vision and 
then his back gave away tumbling him to the ground face up. Fain from his 
crumpled body shot through his sensory system and the last thing he might 
recall before passing out from pain was the light's dull glow rapidly 


disappearing behind the roofline of his home. 


Less than one mile from Avery's complex, to the east along the north 
shore of Portobello, Luscious Lane prepared six lobster tails for cocktall 


snacks. Luscious had two rules about life; enjoy everything there is to 
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enjoy, and don't be afraid to try something new. Her husband James was just 
popping from the shower in their tiny tin roofed home. 

Without bothering to reach for a towel, he tramped from the bathroom 
through the bedroom to the small kitchen dripping shower water behind him. 

"Do you remember the first time we saw each other?" he asked, passing his 
arms around her terry cloth bathrobe draped body from behind. His right hand 
immediately headed for the weighty left breast which he rubbed vigorously. 

She glanced overhead at the wall mounted clock; '7:15 and the first 
guests are expected in 30 minutes’, 

"How can I forget?” she teased back, swaying her hips against his stomach 
and lower groin. “It took five minutes for you to cum twice!" 

"T forgot my towel. Do you think you could turn around long enough to 
wrap me inside of your robe and dry me off?" 

"T have lobster shell and skin all over my - ohhh! That might be good!" 
and she spun about quickly pushing the bathrobe ties apart and allowing him 
to press his wet body against her sun-browned skin. 

James never tired of making love to his wife. He was 35 when they met and 
had never married. In fact, his infrequent affairs until Luscious had been 
so disappointing his own love life had turned to self gratification at about 

/ Am (A € 6X 
age 25, \she was the first woman in ten years when they net. ) 

"Here, I'm going to rub your dick with my hands. That will spread the 
lobster juices all over. And then I'll lick it off!" she purred. And her 
hands tip-toed down his chest with gentle fingertip caresses until they 
reached the hardening cock and pulstating balls. 

Every day with Luscious was a new adventure. She loved gin and her 


favorite early morning trick was to pour gin on his genitals and then 
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add a fingertip drop of vermouth to the head of his cock. When she planned 
it in advance, she placed a red candied cherry beneath the flap of skin on 
his scrotum, sandwiching it against his thigh. Her record was 6 ounces of 
gin lapped up in 30 minutes time, 

He often wished he could remember all of the liquids and solids she had 
dripped onto or packed around his private parts in three years. He knew that 
if he lived long enough, and his parts did not wear out, sooner or later 
everything for sale in the grocery store would end up there. 

Now she was reached for the tray of freshly cut up lobster. He moved his 
own hand as best he could to help her find the tray. Small pieces of lobster 
popped from the tray and were buried by her fingers in the hair of his 
groin, After planting several pieces, she began ta eat her way through the 
POreSer 

She knew how to send James off. First she licked and sucked vigorously 
along the full of his cock, removing the lobster Juices she had first packed 
there, With the lobster bits buried in his hair, she went after each plece 
catching his groin hair between her lips and pulling back slowly so he felt 
the sensation of hair and roots separating. The lobster was tasty and that 
it was coated with his hair was no deterrént to her pleasure. He stood 
supporting his back against the closed door of the refrigerator and she had 
his timing down to a few seconds. It took five pleces of lobster and a 
gentle final nip at the end of his cock with her lips and tongue for him to 
explode. She could see his balls tighten and feel the energy surging through 
the cock. As always, her lips were in the right spot and parted when the 
tiny drops of white nectar popped from his body. 


"Umam...that 18 a very tasty combination. I like that!" and she turned 
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her face to the side pressing against his hairy groin with her cheek while 
passing her hands around his backside to hold on firmly. 

His breathing was heavy but she knew in 30 seconds it would return to 
normal. She gradually released her hold on his bottom and gently nipped the 
end of his already deflated cock. 

Pushing away from the refrigerator she had some advice. 

"Now, you get another quick shower and this time you dry off in there!” 
pointing to the bedroom. He smiled down at her, on her Knees in front of 
him. 

"Oh, one more thing. That was so good...here.,." and she jumped back to 
her feet, turned and picked up the tray of lobster bits. 

"Before it is all gone let me milk a little more.” In her left hand she 
held the silver tray filled with lobster pieces. She placed it against his 
thighs and gently pushed his cock down into the cut up pleces. Her right 
hand took his tool and stroked it gently. The last few drops of sperm in the 
now soft penis dribbled out onto the lobster. When she was satisfied the 
container was empty she patted him on the thigh and sent him off to the 
shower, 


"Let's see how many of our guests rave about my natural sauce on our 


lobster tid-bitst" 


Velma Burgess was growing concerned about. Avery's absence. It had been 
two hours since he went across the patio to the office to make a phone call. 
She stepped outside and realized there were no patio lights on. She also 
noticed there was no light coming from Avery's office. Her hand went back 


inside the door to the patio light switch. 


376 


* 


'y eos V2te b.. 2 «te PApLea sg Sh lt pate ae eon) ve 


= 
. “ > i ce ‘7 
% iis arn ee pare * 7 y . bit ei Vews aut: row ut 
t * 7 7 ; ) 
5. Le wy 
cf 
tri Senna. Wasi yitoie: 32% Vey Woe: 
{ { a: de ett WO eae: aN es Ti Ti A 
2 . k, 
. i neo 
4 y 
: . of \— 
, cae OES a | Lace Gey = ir 
b . ao . 4 a . re | 
f * Py y> iq he jes) Ta! Lid aul ca? | 
t y ney os ) 
n 7 ct 33 
’ ’ mia te -, ne 1 ae rt ad Lage 
pup 
* P aa Fi 
’ ‘ 3 t fi j “ ; I 2 Tt iw ey chal - cs ‘2 LON 
4 ‘ 
is z f . 
= 
; y i. > int Va 
eel.” ext ; ; 21% PSesvg Ya seg. Oe aseciy 
Yim : a - —— 
«I eS 
’ : 1 ( “-_ 2 Pay 
eS ; er er 
*y Li cat > a ae at j iat e i? ol Hoi. dex hacad 
mes = f ~~ 5 


asc et “ ms oa , ie ! + Bala: ra 
\aucdte we Nasal 40 ie ben cat w tao 4. na, gums an 
on Soltto od ng ot 184 ans aso tnd pea sug . 


7 — 
‘ ow $0 i 
Shek 
7 a 
te 
‘a 
Se a 
= ' 
a} . 
8 
: ' 


wil? no bied of etatiad eid baue38 mbit a sire m ¥ 
: v2 ad : 
eM eid t+ foe ete PO Oo" 7 Fae aannasersd. aie af 4 ‘ 


'* " 
va ‘ + 
¢ ad “a 


Pact see ( nj rit bay Bes | ’ Matt | ae WS... Asoo iz 


w ’ 


oe Sate.) Dab ae le tel te- ‘Sie 


la ret Sutadek 4 id otto. Gua’ laebetieh & log >to, WOR i 
olds Bik Ac aad bina set 7G yee aiew on teams 
pu : e. ‘eee : 
teh ¥y ‘Quads OEP ATES RZ We te “unbm, gae eat, Bod” 
EAL gi ae > **Tagbenthy sevedon 


= i ee 


+2 r a Ly 


Velma didn't notice Avery's slumped body behind the diving platform at 
first. She had crossed more than halfway to the office door when her eyes 
were drawn to the diving platform. Her right hand shot to her breast and 
words flowed from her mouth. 

"Oh dear God, Avery...Avery!” 

Everything she had learned as a nurse and during nurse's training now 
flooded her mind. Racing to his crumpled form and bending down she could see 
his legs were folded beneath him and his back was suspended across the heels 
of his shoes, She knew instantly his back was under strain and she tried to 
roll him over gently to pull the legs out. 

His pulse seemed normal but the face was soaked with perspiration. Her 
first concern was ‘how long has he been like this?*® Avery's breathing was 
of normal depth but slightly irregular. She lifted the eyelid to inspect the 
pupils of his eyes. There was no question what to do next, 

Racing back into the house she called out "Alton, Alton, come quickly. It 
is your father. Celia, Celia! Call the clinic for am ambulance, now!" 

Both children acknowledged their mother's instructions and Alton nearly 
ran his mother down in the kitchen. She was heading for her well equipped 
first-aid cabinet. 

"where is he, in the office? A heart attack?” 

MNO, cutiby' the divine thing. 1 don't think it's a hearteattack: grab 
some ice from the freezer... and a towel!" 

Velma found a container of medical supplies and raced back to the patio. 
Alton was directly behind her and Celia only steps behind him, 


"Celia, raise his head some more, Alton, finish straightening out his 


legs and get some ice into this ice pack. I have same ammonia in here ... 
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someplace” and she was tearing the médical kit apart searching for a small 
container. 

Avery's fingers began to move. His glasses had been knocked to the ground 
when he fell, he usually wore them only when reading. Nobody saw them in the 
dark and as Alton bent down with ice his knee landed on the frames, They 
snapped under his weight but no-one noticed, 

Velma now had the cap off of the bottle and was placing some of the 
liquid on her fingertip. 

"Hold the ice pack against his forehead,.just for a few seconds...that’s 
enough. Now take it away." She bent down with her wet finger and rubbed it 
at the base of his nostrils. Avery reacted immediately; his leg jumped 
upward and out from his body and his hand went to his head. 

"Ice again? Velma urged. She re-wetted her finger and again readied to 
touch under his nostrils. "Enough ice" and Alton jerked his hand away from 
his father’s forehead. Her fingertip approached Avery's nostrils for a 
second time, 

"What is going on? Where am I?” Avery shouted, both eyes wide open and 
a look fof Tear across his face. 

"There, there. You are just fine. I found you out here unconscious. 

Do you remember what happened?" 

Avery pushed her hand away with his own and tried to ralse his head. 
Alton's hand followed his head upward and was there to catch it when he fell 
back towards the ground. 

"Ah star, a... light...moving through the heavens, It was a sign...a sign 
just to me..." Avery began. Velma feared the worst; he sounded dilerious. 


'Maybe he did have a heart attack; there may be more blood clots... 
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She turned to her daughter who now stood behind her with both hands 
clutching her dress. Tears were streaming down Celia's face. 
“The ambulance...did you get one? How long?” 

"The doctor,..he said he was leaving right away. He asked what happened 
to dacdveldl COULdM ell iim Ma jand a 27 

"Qk, make sure the front lights are on. Go inside and fetch me two full 
sized wool blankets. After you bring them to me, keep an eye out for the 
ambulance; They can drive right up here to the edge of the patio.” 

Celia was already running for the house. Alton's hand still supported his 
father's head and cold water was dripping from the ice-pack bag he held in 
his other hand. 

"Avery, I believe you may have suffered a heart attack. The doctor and 
the ambulance is on the way. You must be quiet and not try to’ move. We are 
all here and we will make you comfortable until the GOGBOreacriLVess. 

Avery shut his eyes and tried to take stock on himself. His knees hurt; 
they always hurt. He flexed his fingers and then wiggled his toes inside of 
his shoes. They all moved normally. There was no pain in his chest, his 
heart felt normal. He did have a slight headache. He knew he should try to 
tell all of this to Velma; ‘she's the nurse in this family’ he thought to 
himself. But no words would form in his vocal cords. 

"Water?" Velma was asking him a question. He opened his eyes and looked 
straight into her eyes. "Water; a small sip of water?” 

He moved his lips to speak but nothing came out, Velma took the movement 
of the lips to indicate he wanted water. 

"Alton, I will be right back. Keep your hand under his head,” 


Velma moved as fast as she could towards the kitchen but Celia appeared 
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from inside of the house before she reached the doorway. 

"The blankets,..let me have them. Get your father a glass of tap water, 
not ice water." Taking the blankets she turned around and again moved as 
fast as she could back to Avery. 

"Alright, the water is coming. I'm golng to cover you with a blanket. But 
we won't try top move you until the doctor gets here.” 

"Mom, that could be the ambulance; hear the siren?" Alton used his free 
hand to help his mother arrange the blanket. 

‘They almost never use the siren' Velma thought; 'I guess being a Burgess 
counts for something around here, ' 

Celia was back with the water. “Hand it to your brother. Alton, lift his 
head just a couple of inches and slowly pour just enough to wet his lips. 
Avery.,.dvery...we have some water for you. Can you open your eyes?" 

Celia turned and ran towards the driveway to intercept the ambulance. 
Avery was opening his eyes as Alton tried to balance the head in one hand 
and the glass of water in the other. Avery's lips moved at the touch of 
moisture and then parted, He took one swallow, and then a second as the 
ambulance headlights turned at the end of the driveway and bathed them all 
in belitance, 

Avery closed his eyes from the glare and Alton allowed his head to drop a 
couple Hieanenes, 

Doctor XXKXXXXX could see Avery lying on the concrete with Velma and 
Alton kneeling down next to him in his headlights. He left the motor running 
and the lights on, ramming the vehicle into park and throwing open the door. 

He was alone; the clinic insisted he take the ambulance home with him at 


night ‘just in case’. His wife had been In the bathtub and waiting for her 
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to dress would have been a delay. 

"Tg he conscious? A heart attack?" He knew of Velma'’s credentials and 
while he barely had met the woman, her reputation was excellent. 

"He's awake and breathing normally except for an occasional irregularity. 
His pulse is normal, he has no chills, and he has talked to us." 

The doctor bent down and confirmed the pulse. He could see Avery had 
perspired profusely but it didn't look fresh. 

"How did he awaken; on his awn?” 

"T found him crumpled up folded against his legs backwards. He came to 
when we applied ice to his forehead and I used a few drops of these” holding 
up the ammonia smelling salts. 

"Avery, can you speak with me? Mr. Burgess, please open your eyes." 

All of these conversations were registering but to Avery they seemed to 
be from outer space, He didn't realize they were right there in front of him 
or about him. He opened one sye and saw the face of the clinic doctor. 

"Avery, I must ask you some questions before we move you. If you can't 
answer, blink your eye. Blink one time for yes, two times for no. Do you 
understand me?” 

He blinked one time and slowly his second eye apened. 

"Good. Now, is there any pain in your chest? 

Two blinks, 

"Pyoellent. Think about your fingers and hands. Do they feel like acto 
are asleep?" 

Avery tested his fingers again. No change; two blinks, 

"Very good. Now your toes...is there any unusual sensation in your toes?" 


He tested his toes inside of his shoes, Two blinks. 
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The doctor turned to Velma. "I don't think there has been any arterial 
blockage...no heart attack. I'm concerned he is awake but isn't talking. He 
did talk with you?" 

"Oh yes, when he first woke up he spoke in a normal, strong voice and 
wanted to know what had happened." 

"Did he say anything else?” 

Velma looked quickly at her children. Both understood she alone would 
answer. 

"Ne, . that was it.” She wasn’t eding to mention the Iieht. in the sky. 

It couldn't possibly help the doctor diagnose what happened to Avery. 

VAlrignt i602 ee Rim onto a Stretcher andsdownetopinerciinic. Young 
lady, will you help me bring the equipment?" motioning to Celia. The two 
trotted through the glare of headlights to the rear of the ambulance. 

"Mom, what do you think he ..,saw?" asked Alton, 

"T'm sure I can't say” Velma began. "Whatever it was, it. gave him quite a 
frient. | Chink his body's eirient, but nis mind may need some 
rehabilitating. Whatever you do, don't mention what he said... 

"Not to anyone; don't worry!" 

Two Silhouettes appeared in the headlights carrying a rolled up 
stretcher. In ten minutes time, Avery Burgess would be inside of the 
clinic emergency room. 
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Chapter Twenty Two 

"Good morning. It is 7 AM on Tuesday January 1st in the Turks and Caicos 
{slands; this is Robert Manchester with the first edition news. 

"Portobello businessman Avery Burgess was transported to the Portobello 
Clinic by ambulance around 8 Monday evening after suffering an unknown 
collapse. Burgess's condition as reported by his son Alton is Satisfactory, 
The clinic would not release any additional information except to say 
Burgess was not held at the clinic overnight. 

"A source within the local police department reports the investigation 
into Sunday's fire and the related death of telephone company worker Samuel 
Stubbs is continuine. However, the Governor's office has placed a lid on the 


details of the Investigation which one source told WIV news was proceeding 


under the Privacy of being classified as 3 national Security matter, 
weir) rary a Deleon 5 +f 
the police department reports three minor traffic accidents during the 


Past 24 hours; all after midnight and some apparently involved people who 


had been drinking prior to their accidents. Police Chief Arnold Watson said 
he was relieved the island did not have a repeat of the 1990 New Year's eve 
when two died in traffic accidents. There were no serious injuries in this 
year's accidents, 

"Chief Minister Orville Smythe's office has issued a follow-up statement 


to his Monday news conference concerning allegations that nearly 3 dozen 


private telephones had been tapped in the fslands. amythe's spokeswoman told 


WIV news 4 settlement of the matter involving his government, the British 


government and the telephone company was likely within 72 hours. His office 


also announced there would be meetings today to deal with the probability 
there will be changes in his ministerial appointments. The various ministers 
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of government serve at the pleasure of the Chief Minister and with the 
approval of the Governor. 

"More island news after this message from the Erebus Inn of Portobello," 

Benjamin Dornfield had stayed the night in his office, finally catching 
some sleep around 4 AM on a couch. He would never admit to anyone he 
listened to the radio or the local news, but it was actually an important 
safety valve when he was overloaded. He knew Manchester would do legwork 
to at least catch the major stories while he slaved over the type setter and 
paste Up boards. The Burgess collapse story caught him by surprise; ‘another 
one to run down before this paper goes to bed’ he told himself, Absent- 
mindedly he rose from his couch rubbing his tired eyes and went to a file 
cabinet where he kept a collection of head-on photo shots of prominent 
islanders. Locating the 'B' folder, he pawed through several dozen shots 


before selecting one of Burgess. He had no love for Avery Burgess; the photo 


he chose had been taken just after former Chief Minister Nat 


Aat 
arrested, Burgess was very tired looking and distrqit) in the photo. 


eimpson was 


Dornfileld was proud of himself for selecting this particular photo; ‘he 


looks like a man on the verge of collapse’. To the newSpaper man, this was 
r be rs ites - s re 

£00d journalism', matching a picture to a story even when there was no 
direct relationship between the two. He laid the halftone on the paste yp 


board for later use, 
hi oy a) uf Ps ° , 4 - 4 b 
The radio was now Out of the newscast and he turned it down just as his 
first telephone call of the day came in. 
"Dornfield here," 


"You Know AG coming?" 


“Today?" 
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Yes, in few hours. He interrogating Rita Rigby. This about fire and 
telephone megs." 


: eres OL es Ae ; 

The voice was that Of an informer inside of the Portobello police 
department: a man who ‘owed? Dornfield for past favors 
2 Rn fe 


[8 She on the island?" 


re 


Vion Eee ot Rivera roe (ee piek ha Sales ie oo ; 
LaSarde pick her Up already; she locked in Watson office a 
“OK; thanks, * | 


¢ 


Returnir 6 telephone to t 1. 
ing the telephone to the cradle, 


Dornfield pondered haw he 
Set to Rita Rigby. 


cou let 
Street talk said she worked in the e 


oom that had 
contained the elaborate monitoring equipment. On his layout board were six 


photos he had taken of the burned remains of the room. The same policeman 
who just hung up had been on duty guarding the room late Sunday afternoon 
when he gained entry for the photos, ‘His instruction from the AG was to 

allow no~one inside’ he recalled. ‘Why would the AG be = concerned that 

people not see the remains?’ 

If he couldn't get to Rita, who else would help? Police Chief Arnold 
Watson would never cooperate to let him inside to see Rita. The man went by 
the book, even when there was no book. 

‘Let's see ... Rita has two kids and is not married, She lives at home 
with her mother and brother. BINGO! Rita's brother...of course. ' 

Studd Rigby was the bull of Portobello, He openly boasted of 17 children 
although he was not more than 30 years old. The man had never married, and 
was proud of not only the number of children but that panei, ier financial 
assistance to each. He was a tall, strong black who a century before would 
have been selected by his master for just this purposef) breeding. Studd 


worked For Avery Burgess driving heavy equipment and operating a crane at 
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the docks. His twenty year old pickup truck was fender decorated with the 
head of a raging bull. 

Rita and Studd were close; as close as brother and sister could be. Studd 
ee out of local politics and bars. When he wasn't working, he was 


cruising the island surveying the local young women. He was as careful about 
ayy | 
(LA * 


c 


G - - v iG Mt AN 
choosing attractive, bright young girls to bear his children a@ they were 


pleased to be asked to do so. Studd had his own, private, selective breeding 


program and in some circles of the island, bearing a child of Studd's yas 
fr 

almost as important as a high school diploma. For each of his 17 women, oe 
Studd had been the first to gift them with a baby. For most, he was the yt 
tirstieto make love stag then, 

"He will Know all about this; but getting him to talk to me will be 
difficult. He would never tell me anything that might endanger Rita. ' 

Dornfield knew Studd Rigby worked seven days a week, and on holidays. ‘He 


has to support 17 kids!' he thought to himself. He glanced at his watch; 


7230 AM, “a good timerto rum out to South Dock to-find the man. 


Attorney General Jeremy McTabbish pulled up in front of the Waterloo 
lr 
: Lev : 

residence front door, The Governor had asked for an?+30 meeting, before 
the AG's flight to Portobello. Jeremy knew about Luscious Lane; the Governor 
had called him Monday evening. He didn't know where the Governor had 
obtained the information. 

"Good morning Jeremy; the Govenor is waiting for you in his office." 
Mindy looked rested and ready for the new year, In her mind, this was the 


first day of the last year of Martin's Governorship; they had but to hang on 


for 365 more days... 
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“Thankyou s now aseune feeling?” 
"Much better, thank you. But judge for yourself!" 


Jeremy rounded the corner and saw his excellency in casual clothes with 


sleeves rolled up. Two legal pads were open before him; he was writing in 


one and reading notes from the second when Jeremy lightly tapped on the door 
frame. The Governor looked up. 

"By all means, come in Jeremy. And how are you this fine morning?” 

The Covernor, too, knew this was the first day..,of the last year. It was 
not that he might forget; Mindy had mentioned it right after the alarm clock 
radio went off at 6:58 AM, 

"Some tea, rolls?" 

Jeremy helped himself to a cup of tea and a gooey roll covered with pink 
confection, selecting an empty chair close to the desk. 

The Governor looked up from his notes again as Jeremy took a large bite 
from the roll, 

"Positively wicked; Althea certainly knows the way to a man's heart!", 
referring to his housekeeper's kitchen talents. 

Jeremy was too engrossed in chewing the sticky coating to respond, 

"Now, let's look at today. I hope you will be back here not later than 3; 
I've set up a meéting with the CM again for 4 PM. You wild call and advise 
me of progress?" 

Jeremy's mouth was still filled with partially chewed dough and sugar. 

He nodded agreement. aes b 
esas kt it A 
"Luscious Lane.,.the wife of our government's favorite @hite architect, 


and lady of questionable reputation, adds a new wrinkle to the case fT 


prosecution, I'd like to have Smythe's reaction to her name before we make 
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up our minds how to proceéd. There could be some problems.” 


Jeremy's mouth was now finally clear and he was chasing the roll with a 


pulp of hot tea. 


"Yes, I understand she may have given certain favors to some of our 
elected leaders. Do you believe Smythe to be included in this?" 

"I don't Know; I don't believe anything...yet. But the popular story is 
that she has been involved with at least some of our ministers. I'd say the 
chances are very good at least one or perhaps two of those in yesterday's 
meeting have been rewarded by her favors." 

"So today, after 1 interrogate this Rita Rigby ... shall I call on Mrs, 
Lane?" 

"{ think not. She and her husband have too many assets here to leave in a 
hurry. And if I were her, I'd expect Some help through their intimate 
government contacts." 

The AG wouldn't make the same decision; he was reminded of Harvey's 
sudden disappearence. 'If anything, I'd expect her to run before Harvey’ he 
thought. 

"And Mr. Dornfield?" 

"Yes, well, I've given this a great deal of thought. Unfortunately, 
January first is a bad day to get a recommendation from the home office. I 
did talk with them just moments ago and they are trying to expedite my 
request but really doubt we'll hear from them today. So i 

"Yes?" 

"If you have time, I'd suggest you drop in on our favorite editor and let 
him know it is an off-the-record chat. Maybe you can learn how much he knows 


or suspects, At least in that way we can determine how vigorous our plan 
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should be to handle him." 

"And your private plan to handle him?” Jeremy had no knowledge of what 
the Governor had in mind, and knew not to ask, 

"Noon today. That's as soon as I will know whether or not it might work.” 

"The Rigby woman; do you want her brought back here and detained?” 

"No, absolutely not. We might as well announce on the radio our entire 
problem. Hauling her to Grand Turk would set off bells and whistles all over 
the native community. Take her statement on tape and then write it out in 
summary form in long hand. And have her sign it. I'd warn her to keep her 
mouth shut and stay on the island. That should do it." 

Again, Jeremy would not call it that way. He feared they might end up 
this case with nobody to prosecute; nobody they could bring to court. 

Jeremy bid the Governor good bye and returned to his car to drive the 
short mile to Grand Turk's airport. There the government pilot and plane 
awaited his arrival. It was his style to raise questions for the Governor to 
consider, but to never actually question his decisions. ‘He, afterall, is 
the Governor. And he has decades of civil service experience on me, But 
still, might this entire fiasco not end up being swept under the rug?’ It 


prayed on his legal conscilénce, 
Slats Pe 


<> 
i 


Dornfield's car trip to South Dock, the island's only deep water port, 
detoured south from the main road through the native village of Five Cays. 
Maria Gonzalez and her husband lived there and he prayed her note had been 
im error; ‘maybe she is home, sick' he hoped. 

Five Cays had been the smallest of three native viliages on the island 


prior to the arrival of the white developers. It looked to be the smallest 
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today as well, but Dornfield knew looks were deceiving. The wath aga(Wiapiaer 


a single road through the middle; abandoned unfloatable boats from an era 


that would never return are strewn about the beach south of the road. 
Between the road and the beach, several small shacks and rusting trailer 
house hulks, Two bars and a fried chicken stand are sandwiched within the 
crusty buildings. The bars are native owned and operated but few natives 
venture inside. These are the haunts of the small, but growing Dominican ex~- 
patriot population, and the Haitian money and work managers who virtually 
run the lives of the illegal Haitian wet-backs populating the ridges above 
Five Cays. 

Immediately above the road, away from the water on the first high ground 
ridge, the homes of the native Portobellean residents. If all of the true 
TI's in the village were counted, they would be fewer than 300. But just 
beyond the ridge, invisible from the road is a valley, a second ridge, 
another valley and a third ridge. No roads lead into these valleys nor over 
these ridges. 

But a person walking to the native homes on the first ridge and looking 
north suddenly sees hundreds of squatter shacks and shanties, many 
constructed of cardboard and shipping crates, built cheek to jowl across the 
landscape. Fach one appears to depend for support upon the next, and strings 
of flimsy housing stretches for as far as the eye can see. The settlement 
remains virtually unknown to most who live on the island since it cannot be 
seen from the Five Cays road, Whites would never venture to the first ridge, 
occupied by natives, let alone the valleys and ridges beyond, And within the 
island's social structure, Five Cays natives occupy the lowest rungs on the 


social pole; thus few natives from other villages visit here. Not that the 
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native residents of Five Cays object to being ignored; quite the contrary. 
By being left alone, they had built up a cash flow machine of unique 
proportions, Their tiny 4 by 6 foot shanties are rented to Haitians and 
Dominicans at typically $25 per ‘room’ per week, Most are occupied by 3 or 
more people so rent money flows into native bank accounts by the hundreds 
and thousands of dollars each week. More than 1,000 ‘illegals’ live here at 
peak times. 

Gonzalez and his wife Maria occupied a ‘deluxe suite’ in the shanty town; 
they had electricity from an extension cord and their own slop jar as a 
toilet. They even had a door with hinges and a padlock on their two-room 
‘eyite'. Of course they paid big dollars for these extras; $200 per month. 

Dornfield parked his car at the main road and began the long walk up the 
hill to the top of the first ridge; then down into the first valley walking 
between rows of shanty-homes. None had doors, many did have ragged curtains 


sinc Aoorerty 


or rugs ar moth-eaten blankets fluttering in place-of-a—proper-deor. The 


settlement reminded him of poverty housing he visited while on a 
journalistic fact-finding mission to Haiti and Jamaica; with one significant 
difference. Those shanty-towns had been filled with tiny children and 
elderly people. Here, behind Five Cays, there were almost. no children of any 
age and very few elderly. This was more of a worker's camp, created toa Till 
the need of illegal immigrants who held no work permits nor entry visas, The 
percentage of males was high, perhaps 75%. Dornfield Spied a short line of 
males waiting patiently before a shanty to his right; he could see why, 
Inside, a grossly overweight Haitian woman was servicing them one at a time. 
His curiousity peaked, he stopped to observe and glanced at his watch, Three 


minutes after a man passed through the soiled rug covering the doorway, he 
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was stumbling back into the daylight pulling up his pants and tieing them in 
place with a rope belt. The next man in line entered as soon as the first 
came out. It took five minutes before the second man reappeared and a third 
went in. 

‘That's one business that’s not taking the holiday,’ he thought privately, 
and resumed his pace over the second hill and down into the next valley. To 
his left, the ‘deluxe suites’ where Maria lived. From a distance he could 
see a padlock was firmly on the door. Still, he plodded on; he had come too 
far to turn back when his destination was but 200 more feet. 

Approaching the padlocked door he looked about for someone to talk to; 
‘Perhaps a neighbor knows of her whereabouts?’ he hoped. Several people were 
watching him, but when he turned to look at them, each turned their head 
away. He knew the entire community was illegal, and he was probably being 
watched out of fear he might represent some form of government agency. Many 
of the residents here had been previously caught, deported and then they 
anuck back to his island because work was available here. He might not 
approve of this, but he understood why it was happening. He also understood ,. 
) 4 Sborerive © a Pe eo 
the native residents of Five Cays would react swiftly and with vegeance 
if his newspaper printed even one line about the business going on here. a 

His hand grasped the padlock and yanked, It held eran 

"Maria? Maria Gonzalez?” There was no answer. 

He was turning to leave when a voice called his name, “Dornfield...what 
you do here? You not write about this!” 

He recognized the voice and turned his shoulder part way to see the large 
native man walking towards him, 


"Lionel! Happy New Year to yout” 
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The 300 papynd man was not smiling. He carried a baseball bat and wore a 
cap announcing YANKEES across the front bill. The bat was a weapon, an 
intimidator., Lionel did not play baseball. 

"T gay, you not write about this!” 

"Lionel, we are friends. Why would I do such a thing? I am here looking 
for my employee, Maria Gonzalez. Do you know where..." 

Lionel extended his right arm and swung the bat menacingly, pointing it 
towards the empty Gonzalez suite. "They leave, no notice. They tell me not 
come back. He work Harvey, you know?" 

"Ves, I know. Do you have a key to their lock?” 

"Why you want in there? Nothing good there. I already look.” 

"You do have a key, then?” 

Lionel was pulling a sizeable wad of keys on a flimsy chain from his 
pocket. "Maybe she have papers belong to you inside, that why you look?" 

Benjamin wondered why he hadn't thought of that himself. Actually, he 
knew he was not a very good detective and regretted this fact. 

"Yes, papers. May I look?" 

Lionel was already trying keys in the lock. None fit, "It here, just 
wait" and he continued the key search. Finally he found the correct one; the 
padlock unsnapped, and the door swung open. 

"T go now. You lock when you finish, And you not write about this, 

OK?" 

"ves, of course." And Dornfield stepped into the darkened room, stopping 
to allow his eyes to adjust in the dimness. 

He was trying to figure out why he wanted to be inside in the first 


place. He harbored no interest in Maria's life style nor where she lived. 
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The lady was a trained, talented composing machine operator and worked 
cheaply because her husband waS already on the island working for Harvey in 
the construction business. Beyond that, she interested him not at all. 

The room he entered tripled as a kitchen, a sitting room, and a place to 
eat. A small portable refrigerator, a radio, and a hot plate were the only 
saleable items here. They were still plugged into a frayed electrical 
extension cord stuck through a window. There were no lights and through a 
crudely cut doorway was a Single bed, barely large enough for one person. 
One folding chair, held together with pleces of scrap wire, and a ceramic 
jug that substituted for a toilet completed the second room's appointments. 

"If anything is hidden here, it won't take long to find it’ he thought. 
Inside the refrigerator he found a few foodstuffs. He groped in the darkness 
along two short shelves and found dryed beans and rice. Cockroaches 
scattered from both bags when he touched them. He turned and took two steps 
to land in the bedroom. The only possible hiding place was the bed. 
Remembering the cockroaches, he slowly lifted a corner of the thin mattress 
and saw a cut piece of plywood below. 'That's the largest single piece of 
plywood in this entire building’ he thought to himself. It probably measured 
3 feet by 6 feet. There was nothing under the mattress nor under the 
plywood. 

Well, that would seem to be that' he decided. ‘They stripped it clean 
before leaving; or, they had nothing to begin with.’ His eyes were now 
better adjusted to the dimness. Leaving the door open for better light was a 
consideration when first entering. But he thought better of that. ‘I don't 
want all of those people watching me search this place.’ ~- 


Benjamin turned around and took the two steps out of the bedroom for the 
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closed door. Something caught his eye; something almost white jammed under 


the hot plate. He reached out and touched it; the edge of a file folder. 


Carefully he lifted the ancient heating appliance and pulled the manila from 
the shelf. The light was too weak to read the hand written title on the 
folder but inside he counted five sheets of paper. 

Benjamin unbuttoned his shirt and slid the folder against his stomach and 
chest. Rebuttoning the shirt, he pushed open the door and stepped back into 
the blinding sunlight. 

Avery Burgess awoke with the morning sun; Velma was already out of bed 
and he could hear her in some distant room moving metallic objects about. 
After his ambulance ride to the clinic, Avery had walked under his own power 
into the examining room. With Velma at his side he had allowed Doctor XX£X%x 
to check over his vital signs. When the doctor had gone to another room for 
4 sedative Avery had reached out for Velma's hand and pulled her close to 
nim. She was delighted with his first sign of response. She was shocked when 
he said in a restrained whisper ‘Get me out of here...now!’., 

As soon as she could, she had him back in the Lani vaca. wihe doctor 
insisted Avery be given a sedative to help him sleep and she took the battle 
of pills certain Avery would never erack the lid; at least not tonight. He 
had not uttered another word until they were home, he was in bed, and the 
children had left the room. Then she had sat down on the side of the bed, 
took his hands in her own and looked him straight in the eye. 

‘And what, pray God, was that all about?’ she had demanded. He had then 
told her the full story, from the Governor's request for help to his 


siehting of the ‘star’; a sign from God, Through his full explanation Velma 
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said not a word, holding his hands tightly for the full ten minutes. 


At the end she had simply said ‘Why don’t you go to Sleep now? I think 


you've had a very full night.' He had nodded agreement and she turned off 
the lights, 

Avery awoke with his head buzzing. Actually, the plan for Portobello's 
independence had been created years before. It was the work of an old friend 
who had drawn up the plan on paper. The paper had been placed inside of an 
envelope and sealed. The envelope was locked away in a safe within his two 
storm and bomb proof rooms in the office building. Today, Avery Burgess 
would go to the rooms, lock the doors from the Inside, open the safe and 


unseal the envelope. The day of liberation was at hand. 


Dornfield would not unbutton his shirt untill he was safely inside of his 
car with the motor running. Then he drove a mile down the road and stopped 
in the bush, far from any buildings, checking to be sure his doors were 
locked. Now he opened the shirt and withdrew the folder. 

He recognized Maria's handwriting on the file folder tab. It said 
"TEL/Incoming Customs", Laying the folder on the seat beside him, he flipped 
back the cover and saw the sheets of paper he had counted in the dimness of 
the room. Four were customs entry forms; an original and three carbon 
duplicates, The fifth was an invoice from a company in Atlanta. He studied 
this sheet first, 

The invoice was addressed to Island Construction, a firm Dornfield knew 
was owned by Harvey; the same firm nearing completion of low cost government 
housing between the airport and Five Cays. His eyes went to the bottom of 


the invoice; it said $32,467.00 (USD). 
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‘whew...that's a bunch of money’ he whistled to himself. ‘What in the 
word ts cis: tone 

The top of the invoice said it came from a business calling itself 
“INTERNAL TELEPHONE SECURITY DEVICES, INC." and in the middle were three 
items listed with a price for each. He read what he saw. 

‘One (1) Model 490-002 Exchange Synthesizer (Prototype) ..,$34,500 

‘tug (2) Model ADC-006 battery modules ($433.50 Ba jer, Lieto a 967' 

A note on the bottom said the order was prepaid and no amount was due, He 
turned to the Customs entry papers. 

‘'T goe ... the importer is Harvey's construction company, and the 
shipment came in by Turks Air Necember 26th. This means it is still in the 
Custom warehouse.’ The duty to be collected caught his eye; 30 percent of 
the total. 

"Yow" he said out loud. "Harvey paid thirty two five plus he would pay 
another ten thou ... nearly forty three thousand bucks for this thing, 
whatever it is. What in the world would be worth this kind of money? It must 
berthersl zevorrastrucks” 

He returned the papers to the folder and placed it under his seat. Thes 
would require some sleuthing, perhaps a call to the company in Atlanta. Two 
bella had rung; ‘Harvey' and ‘telephone’. He now knew the street stories he 


was hearing about Harvey and Cable and Wireless were more fact than PC UO. 


McTabbish had arranged to borrow the DC's office for an hour. The 
District Commissioner was away on holiday and the entire building was closed 
assuring him of full privacy. There was a knock at the back door. 
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"Come in. 
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The door opened and Lieutenent LaSarde followed a tall, shapely native 
lady into the room. 

"Rita Rigby, sir” announced LasSarde. 

"Miss Rigby, please have a seat. Lieutenent, you may Stand for me just 
outside the door, We are not to be disturbed,” 

"Nee Siar. & 

The door closed behind him. Jeremy adjusted his twin legal pads on the 
desk; one listed prepared questions, the second was for answers, A small 
cassette recorder was on the desk facing the woman. 

en sen 1 eGiteticostor Nre eRiebys” 

The lady showed no facial emotion but her hands were tightly grasping the 
arms of the chair. 

“ Miss,..sir. I have no husband,” 

"Good, Miss Rigby, I must ask you some questions concerning your 
employment at the burned out apartment. I will record your answers with this 
machine", and he reached forward to start the machine, “and make my notes 
here. Do you understand that?” 

"ves, sir." She was now looking as if she might faint. 

"Some water, perhaps?” 

"Oh yes, please!” 

Jeremy got LpaweLBADe to a Sidebar where a pitcher of water and two 
glasses were waiting. He poured water into both glasses, turned and handed 
one to Rita. 

"Miss Rita Rigby" he said for the benefit of the taped record, “may I 
call you Rita?" 


She was still drinking the water. She swallowed what was in her mouth and 
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yA 
answered. "Yes, please. 


"Rita, you have or had a job inside of apartment number 7 in the 


apartment. complex off Leeward highway that burned this past Sunday; is that 


correct?” 


"Vesammntil ctaburn el snave sfop.” 

"Can you tell me what you did there?" 

"T operate tape recorders, I write down when machines record.” 
"Do you know what those machines recorded?" 

"No sir, I not listen. I just be sure machines have plenty tape.” 


"T see, You did know the machines were connected to telephone lines and 


they recorded whatever was on the telephone lines?” 


"T not understand.” 

"The tape machines were recording telephone calls; you knew Chis? 
"Oh yes, Mr. Stubbs tell me that.” 

"But you never listened to the telephone calls, or the tapes?” 
“Onano pele OLdenote ta do that; plenty trouble." 

"Who told you that? Who said ‘plenty UEOUOLO lh a, 

"camel Stubbs; he tell me every day not listen,” 


Jeremy believed he had a cooperative Interogee but the next few questions 


would be crucial. If the answers were not helpful, he might as well get over 


to 


see Dornfield. 

"Did anyone else every tell you not to listen?” 
"No, there no~one but Samuel.” 

"The tapes on the machines...what happened to the tapes?” 


She was drinking water again. The glass was now empty. 


"You ask me where tapes go?” 
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"Yes, when a tape was on a machine, did you mark it with a number, like 
a telephone number?" 

"Samuel have empty tapes on shelf. Each tape have number. When tape fill 
up, I take full tape from machine and put on new tape. Number on tape have 
to be same as number on machine." 

"T see. Now, when a tape was filled up, what did you do with it?" 

"Put in box, Samuel have box for filled tapes.” 

“And what happened to those tapes, the ones you put into the box?" 

"More water,,.please?" 

Jeremy slid back from the desk and reached for the glass. ‘I hope the 
lady's room is open here; she may need it shortly!" he thought, refilling 
the glass. Rita took it gratefully and drank past the half-way mark. 

"Let me ask you again, the filled tapes you placed into the box, what 
happened to them?" 

"They gone." 

"Gone? Gone where?" 

"Hach night I go home, there be tapes in box. Next day I come back, tapes 
be gone. And ..." 

"HOG, .auhat ve 

"After I go, tapes on machines be changed too. In morning, each machine 
have new tapes. Somebody get all tapes," 

“Every night?” 

"Most every night. Not Christmas night." 

‘The mechanics fit' thought Jeremy. ‘But she is not volunteering anything 
about other people, Could it be she never saw anyone but. Stubbs?’ 


"Rita, this is all very helpful. How long did you do this...work?" 
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"Six or seven days every week, ten hours, more, every day." 

"For how long,..when did you start this...,how many months ago?" 

"First day, when Samuel ask me. Only two tape machines then,” 

"You mean the day Samuel started this business?” 

"Yes, that day.” 

"Did anyone else ever work there?" 

"No, just me.” 

"You were there six or seven days a week, ten or more hours a day, that 
must have been very lonely." 

"I have cable TV, I watch my stories," 

"T'm sure that helped. Did you ever have visitors...other than Samuel?” 

"Samuel say no visitors. I ask him many times if my friend come to sit 
with me, He always say no," 

"Did Samuel always come alone, never with anyone else?” 

"He alone...except maybe... two times." 

"Two times?” ‘Perhaps, just perhaps...‘ Jeremy hoped. 

"Can you tell me who came with him those two times?” 

"One time man from Grand Turk, named Cox. He work telephone company.” 

"And the other, second time?" 

"Man averyone know...Minister Harvey," 

"Jackpot...at least it was a start.' Jeremy stopped to change his legal 
pad page and check the operation of his tape recorder. 

"Minister Lawrence Harvey...tell me about the time he visited your 
business,” 

"Not much to tell. He come with Samuel, they work on equipment, change. 


tapes, talk. Stay maybe hour and leave." 
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"What did they talk about?" 

"T not listen. They ask me go to ‘nother room and watch TV. I do thie." 

"Did you ever see a woman come there; a white woman?" 

"To business?" 

"Yes, a white woman who came into the business, for any reason.” 

He could tell Rita was thinking. Her eyes screwed up to the top of her 
head and she started to smile. 

"No, no white woman. Not in business." 

"Tf you never saw a white woman there, did you think maybe a woman had 
been there, for some reason?" 

Rita laughed and looked down at the floor. She was obviously reluctant to 
tell what thought had crossed her mind. 

"Maybe..." 

PHeLls Mena boule.” 

"You know bedroom in apartment?” 

"Yes, I saw the burned remains of it." 

"We not use bedroom for business. But I tink somebody use bedroom 
sometimes...for other business" and she looked down at her feet and began to 
giggle, 

"Why do you think that?” 

"T have more water, please?" 

"Yes, of course” and he rose again and emptied the pitcher's remains into 
her glass. She took it and drank several swallows. 

"Please tell me why you thought the bedroom...was used for... other 
business.” 


Rita grasped both arms of the chair and stared at the tape recorder as If 
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she could talk to it and not to Jeremy directly. 

"Sometimes I come work and bedroom be mess. Somebody sleep there,..or 
someting else there, One time I find woman's tings there." 

"Oh? What kind of things?” 

"You know, tings." 

Jeremy knew he was out of his skill area. He did not know women's ‘tings’ 
or things, and he was about to show his lack of knowledge. 

"Rita, I am not very smart about woman's things. Please explain to me 
what you mean." 

"These tings” and she pointed to her breasts; "these tings” and she 
pointed to her thighs. 

"Vou mean..." and Jeremy was now flushed about the face “you mean a bra 
and... panties?" 

"Yes, those tings. I find them in bedroom with bed all messed up. Some 
woman lose those tings there." 

"What did you do with...those things?” 

"T no tell anybody. I take home with me after I fix up bedroom." 

"T see,” Actually he did not see. But for the moment he was out of 
questions, 

"Rita, this is serious business. I must ask you not to discuss anything 
you have told me with anybody. Do you understand?” 

"Yes, I understand," 

"Good. I must also ask you ta not leave the island unless you talk with 
me first. Do you have any plans to leave the island?" 

"No, I like here. My children and mama here, 1 stay.” 


"Good, I may want to talk with you again. Lieutenent LaSarde will contact 
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"No, I think not. Please don't worry about being in trouble. The people 
who owned the business...well, you are not in trouble," 

"Good. You want tings?” 

"Things?" Jeremy was baffled. ‘What Oli aese 

"These tings" and enedpointed ear to her breast and thighs. "Ones If 
find, you want?" 

"You still have them?” 

"Oh yes, I ye home and wash, They too big for me but I keep. I still 
have." 

Jeremy smiled and laughed to himself. Rita looked at him closely but said 
nothing. "Can we get a conviction on a woman because a bra and pair of 
panties fit her?’ he pondered. 'The Governor will love this!’ 

"Yes, by all means. If Lieutenent. LaSarde takes you home now, can you 
give these things to him?” 

NIGER AP tae Saee be! 

"Good,..thank you for your help. Lieutenent LaSardet” he called in a 


raised voice, "Will you come in please?" 


"Studd, I promise not to use Rita’s name in the story, All I'm trying to 
dOwLS verify a few facts. If I do a good Job on this story, it may even help 
your sister.” 

Studd Rigby was neither pleased to see Benjamin Dornfield nor helpful to 
him, 


"I got for-teen 'tainers to move” he explained for the third time. "You 
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Benjamin stepped from the big man's way as Studd swung himself up the 
ladder and into the seat of the crane. A freighter with 20 and 40 foot 
containers was sitting at the dock; Studd had been there since sun~up 
strapping, lifting and moving around the 15 ton cargo haulers filled with 
building materials and foodstuffs. He had a boat captain and Burgess to 
answer to; and arguing with Dornfield was not paying bim a nickle, 

"How many Kids you got?" Dornfield yelled at him through the roar of the 
crane engine. Studd cocked his head outside of the cab and cupped a hand to 
an ear. 

"How many kids you got?” he tried again, 

A smile broke over the crane operator's face; his hand went to the 
controls and stepped the engine speed down, 

"Children? You ask about children?” 

"Ves, I understand you have many. How many? 

Studd pulled himself up from the crane seat and stood outside the 
cab, 

"Seventeen now, two more comin'!" he said very enthusiastically. 

"And you are proud of these childen?" 

"Oh my yes! I very proud!" 

Dornfield now saw an opening; a way to get the man to relax and talk with 
him, 

"T would like to print your picture in my newspaper, will all 17 of your 
children. Would you like that?” 

Studd clapped his hands together in pleasure. Dornfield knew this was the 


way to the man's mind. And Studd climbed down from the crane. 
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"Now, tell me about the children" said Dornfield, pulling a notebook from 
his rear pocket. ‘And then ...we'll talk about Rita’ he thought to himself. 
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Shapter Twenty Three 


Avery stood poolside resting his hand on the diving elatfrormw. His head 


turned skyward to the west. 
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heavens and moving right towards me, God has spoken, ' 

Today was an excellent day for Avery to disappear into the private two- 
room chamber buried within his office building. January first... ‘nobody at 
work here today, and, this is the first day of a brand new year. ‘Avery 
thought to himself ‘all of the pieces fit together: this is another sign 
from God; a new year, and a new era’. 

"That was no shooting star!” he announced out loud, turning on his heel 
walking to the door of the office. 

Access to the inner sanctum began in his private office. A wall length 
storage closet with locked doors allowed access to rows of file cabinets 
and emergency supplies. At the back of the storage closet, a concealed 
doorway with another lock slid open when he inserted a special key. As the 
door moved open a battery powered light flicked on revealing a short hallway 
and a massive steel door at the opposite end. He was now inside of the steel] 


re-enforced concrete chamber; even the ceiling was poured concrete, If the 
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building around the inner sanctum disappeared, this hallway would then 
appear to be a covered entry way leading to the real structure, 

The 24 inch thick steel door could be opened by any of three systems. 

A weather tight cover snapped aside to reveal a key lock. Inserting a key 
and turning it activated the door's mechanism, A second weather cover moved 
aside to reveal an electronic touch keypad; by entering the correct numbers 
in sequence the door would also open, Both of these techniques required 
electrical power: either the island's commercial power or electricity from 
the constantly trickle charged batteries buried deeply inside of the 
structure, 

A third cover required a small screwdriver to access. Behind the 
removeable plate was a rather plain looking tumbler wheel such as would be 
found on any modern safe door. By entering the assigned numerical 
combination, the door unlocked and gripping a handle it could be pulled 
open, 

The key to the sliding door at the rear of his closet also opened the 
massive steel door; but had to be inserted between 15 and 17 seconds after 
the first door was opened or it would not work. Avery had practiced this 
sequence with each member of his family on numerous occasions. The touch 
keypad and tumbler lock shared the same combination numbers; all related to 
the birthdays of his three children. Both sons, his daughter and Velma had 
been drilled on this procedure as well, Once each week Avery personally 
checked all three mechanisms to verify they remained fault free. 

He walked to the steel door while staring at his watch. ‘15 seconds~ 
mark'; he inserted the key into the opening and turned to the right. 


The door’s lock released swinging it open as battery powered lights inside 
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the first room came on, By removing the key from the lock, the door now 
automatically swung shut; as did the sliding door at the rear of the closet. 
He was now alone, and secure. 

A wall status panel next to the door told him the state of battery 
charge, level of emergency fuel in the generator fuel cells, level of water 
in the storage tanks. Emergency VHF and shortwave communication sets 
reported their own status individually. Avery spent nearly five minutes 
scanning the rows of lights and LEDs. It gave him a great feeling of comfort 
to know he had a safe place to retreat to if conditions warranted. Satisfied 
all systems were within limits, he reached for a switch and pushed. 
Commercial power now operated everything in the rooms; the battery power was 
once again standing by. 

The first room was designed for living; a kitchen area and two bathrooms 
built around modern sailboat yacht technology. One wall contained fold down 

( cots; four cots with emergency food stores inside of the openings which the 
\w ? cots folded away from, Another wall was occupied with four drawer legal file 
cabinets; each was fireproof, locked, and mounted on stainless steel 
casters. Avery routinely transferred sensitive documents from his outer 
office work area into these cabinets. Open shelves along a third wall were 
filled with plastic bins containing sealed military foodstuffs, plastic 
wrapped emergency lighting and medical supplies, A table contained 
electronics; two geiger counters, wind speed/direction and rainfall gauges, 
and a barometer. Each of these connected to outside sensors and a jack 
attached to yet another sensor would allow someone to measure the radiation 
levels outside, with the geiger counter inside. A primary and a back up VHF 


two-way radio, and companion shortwave radio transceivers completed the 
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major electronic items. 

Avery's latest addition was a tiny color TV camera originally created for 
the American space program. Mounted out of doors in an implosion and 
radiation proof container, he could command its Bei eine of vision and 
field of view with tiny controls on the monitor inside. 

The second room remained dark, at Avery's choice; designed primarily for 
his own family and a degree of privacy. Hundreds of times he considered 
whom he might invite into the chambers if world events forced him to seek 
refuge. The cots in the first room were for such invitees; beds in the 
second would sleep seven people comfortably. Rach time he made a mental 
list, it varied. In the worst scenario he could fanatasize, world nuclear 
war, he knew those invited might be among the few survivors of holocaust. It 
weighed on him that he had the power to decide whom might live through such 
a cataclysm, For as long as 90 days, 11 people would be safe here. 

Coded numbers on the file cabinet exteriors told him the span of time 
each cabinet represented. From the oldest, on the far Jeft,.to thesmost 
recent towards the right, he could relate the numbers to the time or period 
of interest. Alton, his oldest son, had been urging him to convert the files 
to microfiche or computer disc storage. Alton's arguments were sound; faster 
data retrieval, far less space. He did admit that in another year or two 
they would be out of room. Hundreds of thousands of sheets of paper were 
filed here. 

But he resisted; as it was now, only he could find specific papers 
quickly because the coded number system relied on his own sense OfatSUOry, 
and his memory, to work. Alton’s suggestion would broaden that to include at 


least his son. Avery was not ready to share so much data, much of it still 
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very sensitive, with his son. 

Cabinet 488 was his target; drawer 456 held the file he would open for 
the first time in nearly 3 years. A key secured in a magnetic box beneath 
the cabinet unlocked the beast; he grabbed the drawer and pulled forward. 

The manila file folders inside were color coded with tabs. Only one file 
folder in any of his cabinets had a trio of tags; red-white-red. This was 


the folder he pulled from the heavy drawer. He had chosen these colors 


we 


because in his mind a flag for an independent. Portobello would have a design 
based on this combination, 

Within the folder a found two familiar envelopes. Each had been sealed 
WiLieSscotchevapey ig Ca) 90 months ago. The tape was brittle and now 
yellowed with age. Avery removed the envelopes replacing the folder in the 
drawer. His knee pushed the drawer shut and he walked to the only 
comfortable chair in the room. 

Tnstructiong on the envelopes suggested he open ‘Number One First’, where 
he would find instructions for the next step. Avery felt a tingle of 
excitement not unlike the thrill he experienced when Velma and he returned 
to their islands in 1970. He sat in the chair with the envelopes on his lap 
recalling the events leading up to the envelopes. 

‘Joshua Foxworth was a reknown reporter for Reuters assigned to the 
United Nations. He and his wife Nancy first came to Portobello in 1974 and 
they returned nearly every year until his death in 1988, Foxworth was 
acquainted with everyone worth knowing at the U.N. and a walking textbook on 


how developing colonial territories had managed to gain their independence. 


ert Charl 


‘tt all started so innocently’ he recalled. ‘Foxworth, Conner, and Scott 


were sitting in Scott's office over the Christmas holidays in 1984, I joined 
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them because I enjoyed the openess of their minds. And Foxworth had said, so 
matter of factly, "Portobello ought to be thinking about its’ own future; 
independence.” 

‘From that conversation a series of plans had flowed; each one more 
detailed than the predecessors. Conner had volunteered to keep the minutes 
of their meetings. 

'Tt must have been in 1985 when I first realized this was a serious 
thing; that Portobello really could be independent. Yes, it was during 1985 
because Conner had just married Pauline. 

‘By then Conner had been to the United Nations with Foxworth, Scott had 
collected reams of historical documents tracing the steps to Independence of 
a host of African and Pacific Island colonia laterritorice .« 

Tyo events in 1988 had delayed until now Portobello'’s independence. 
First, Conner had gone to Florida where he died suddenly. Several months 
later Foxworth had also died. Avery remembered how he came into possession 
of the envelopes. 

'Soott called me one day shortly after we learned of Foxworth's death and 
aaid he had something in his files for me. When I got there, he explained 
Conner's last set of minutes on the Portobello matter had been locked in his 
file cabinets. He thought I should have them to put into a safe place 
because he knew Conner would want it that way. Strangely, that was the last 
time I had an intimate conversation with attorney Ghartes—Scott.' | 

tt all flooded back to Avery's mind. He had been blaming Scott's distant 
behavior on the election in 1988. ‘Perhaps that was not it at all; could it 
be the death of Conner and then Foxworth so dampened the plans for 


Portobello independence that Scott was reluctant to face me anymore? As a 
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tightly lipped group of four, we were invincible. When we lost two of our 
members, Scott felt alone and vulnerable?' 


These were new thoughts for Avery. He too had missed the times with both Au 


men, row-dead, but perhaps not as much as Scott. The plan did involve a 


great deal of leg work at the United Nations and without the two men he too 
had decided their opportunity had passed. 

‘Am J a foolish man?' he pondered. ‘Was this entire exercise simply a 
group of aging men having their last fling at immortality?’ His fingers ran 
along the sealed envelopes. ‘Should I put these back in the cabinet and 
forget about my sign from God?’ 

pon jamin Dornfield pulled into his office parking area behind the Stop 'N 
Shop market as a police Rover was backing from his door. Inside the cruiser 
he saw a white face..The Rover moved to the side and the white man climbed 
out as Benjamin pulled his own car to a stop. It was the Attorney General. 

"This is a surprise!" he said with mock emotion. "Why would you be over 
here on a holiday?” 

The AG stood silently in front of the police vehicle and Benjamin took 
his time closing the car door and meandering towards the man. 

"Tes this an official visit?” Benjamin asked placing his hand out for the 
customary handshake. 

"Ves, and no. If you have a few minutes...?” 

“Of course, my office is empty and we won't be disturbed. Won't you come 
in?" and Dornfield slid& a key into the lock and pulled the door open. 

The AG waved to the policeman driving the cruiser; Dornfield recognized 


the man to be his inside informer at the department. 
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The AG began the conversation while following the editor towards the back 
room. "From the looks in here I'd say you and I share something in common; 
having to work on this holiday.” 

Dornfield led him to the only room with an extra chair; the paste up room 
where gallies hung across the wall and page flats were propped up on ledges 
and strewn across the drafting table. 

"vas, my deadline falls on Wednesday no matter what the holiday. So today 
is clean up day. Say, what do you know about Avery Burgess's condition?” 

This seemed like a harmless subject to Jeremy. 

"Only what I heard on the radio this morning. Do you know more?" 

Actually, the editor did. He had learned a few details from Studd Rigby 
who had talked on the phone with Alton Burgess earlier in the morning. 

"Only that it was not a heart attack and Burgess is doing fine this 
morning. The family is being very secretive however." 

"Humm. Well, I respect their privacy. I alse cannot imagine how this 
island might change if something fatal befell that man." 

Dornfield has his own opinion about the last comment. Getting rid of the 
British and the present politicians would, in his mind, be followed closely 
by ridding the island of the Burgess family. 'Then' he thought ‘the real 
natives here can get this place straight.’ 

"Yell, you didn’t stop by on a holiday to discuss such matters. To what 
dow owe Unis visits | 

Jeremy had tried to glance about the room searching for page one. His 
mind was blinded by the several dozen page flats Scattered about, each with 
ita own headline or headlines and the large white areas where the 


advertisements would cozily fit into place at the end, He couldn't find page 
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one, 

"Quite. I hoped you would agree to an off-the-record discussion of this 
telephone matter.” 

The editor was abit taken back. The British government never consulted 
him about news stories In advance of printing; couple this visit with the 
AG’s personally assuming control over the events of this past Sunday and he 
knew this was no ordinary news story, He decided to play his hand open and 
bluff as much as possible. 

"Ooff-the-record; that means I can't quote ‘an iheorned source’ or use any 
of what we discuss?” 

"Eyactly, I'll share things with you, you will share things with me. But 
neither of us will quote the other and you won’t publish anything I tell 
you 

VUnlesea.g 

"Uniess what?" 

"Unless I can find a second source for your information; a source that I 
Can voce w] 

"Perhaps. Let's leave that for now,” 

"OK, where do we start?” 

That was a good question. Jeremy had no intention of recounting the ied 
set of events. He really wanted Dornfield to tell him everything he knew 
fivsts 

"Teat's start with how all of this will look to the outside world. We are 
just a few years off of the arrest of our Chief Minister and the unfortunate 


a . 4,‘ ‘ é 
series of events that follows,’ refering to the way then-Governor Terry 


Clapton had been driven from the islands by protestors at Grand Turks’ 
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airport. Protestors incited by Dornfield personally. 

Eco zon 3 

“Well, I would hope that you would consider how these islands went {nto 
an economic decline and how potential investments were set back when all of 
those events occured.” 

AVM oi 

"Well, what people read in your newspaper in London or Toronto, or hear 
on our radio while here on vacation does affect them." 

Dornfield now fully understood the purpose of the Ac's visit. Perhaps 
better than the AG had intended, 

"So you want me to tone down the reports and avoid any headlines or 
details which might upset investors?” 

Jeremy hadn't expected the conversation to come to the bottom line so 
quickly; he was not prepared to answer ieee ne 

"rt 1a not government's function in.a free press environment to tell you 
what to print. I would never Pet ecoubte Tne sCOveruor would ... ever try to 
do this, But you can understand our fears?” 

Dornfield understood a great deal; that this was the Governor's last 
year, his retirement depended upon this being a ‘quiet year’. He also 
understood Cable and Wireless was in deep trouble if their lines were being 
tapped by some third party. He was now suddenly feeling very much in the 
driver's seat. “Maybe there is something to trade here...™. 

"Of course; I understand perfectly. But, there has been a terrible 
injustice, I fail to see how all of these things can be swept under the rug, 
fargotten. Let me begin with Mr. Harvey..." 


"Quite. He will be prosecuted. We intend... to bring charges in a sealed 
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indictment. If he should ever return to the islands, the indictment will be 
unsealed and he will be arrested,” 

"And there are the people who worked in this operation. Stubbs is ef 
Counse dead, but there are others, How can they be prosecuted without. 
drawing attention to the details of what happened?" 

Jeremy felt he was falling into a trap. And he didn’t trust Dornfield's 
word on being off-the-record., 

"There 1s.aiway; 1 am not at liberty to say more than that at this time.” 

Dornfield was going to play a wild card and watch closely for a reaction. 

"People are talking; they are saying Harvey and his people stole 
telephones. You and I know he was stealing telephone messages, But even the 
street talk is very close to the truth, yes?” 

"Yes ,.. but street talk will die, especially if nothing appears to 
incite it again. A newspaper headline and details of the real theft here 


will be quite another matter. I'm just afraid of elevating the street talk 


to paper talk." ne 
pasa 
And the wild card. Wad x 
S gund WOT BLE AV pk orl 
YExchange synthesizer.” b 


Jeremy's face turned ashen and his eye lids popped fully open. ‘Surely 
the man did not say...?’ 

"Exchange synthesizer. Can you tell me what it is?” 

Jeremy was now suddenly very shaken. 'How could he? Only a handful of 
people knew of this ... they were all inside Waterloo on Sunday. How could 
this man even know about this gadget? And if he knew about the gadget, did 
he also know the Governor had authorized its use for tapping Harvey's 


phones? ' 
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He did his best to regain his composure but Dornfield had memorized every 


reaction on his face; he had also noticed Jeremy grip his hands together 


oe 
i ‘ ot + i i e ~~ Cares 
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tightly and the rush of blood through his fingers. 
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"hychange... what?” 

Dornfield smiled. He still had no idea what an exchange synthesizer did, 
but the AG's reaction told him he would find out as soon as the Atlanta firm 
opened its doors on January ond. He couldn't imagine in his own mind 
anything he could have said to the AG to get a more visible reaction. 

"’ pelieve you understood me. An exchange synthesizer, you know, for the 
telephones." 

The AG now felt like he was in the witness Crairminse trial Andee was 
going to get out of that chair as quickly as possible, Unfortunately, he was 
not a very good actor. 

"Yeo well ... I have an airplane to catch. Perhaps we can continue this 
discussion another time, Oh, would it be possible to see your paper before 
it goes to...press as you call it?” 

The editor was taken back by the hasty retreat. This was just now getting 
interesting! 

"Must you leave? I feel we are just getting started. As for seeing my 
paper...well, my door is always open to you, or the Governor!" 

The AG had already risen, moving sideways towards the door. 

"Alright then, I'11 be in touch" and the Attornery General disappeared 
down the hallway. 

A wide grin spread over Dornfield's face as he heard the door slam to the 


outside. 
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Avery sat silently in the chair for more than 30 minutes considering his 
options, He had never reviewed the last plan; the one drafted by Foxworth 
and Conner. It was, he knew, based upon the world as it existed in 1988. 
‘Much has changed in nearly three years' he thought. 'So whatever this says 
in these envelopes, adjustments will be required. Foxworth was our 
independence advisor and entree into the U.N,. He is gone. Conner was our 
logistics expert; he is gone. What remains is Scott, our legalistic advisor, 
and myself; the point person. I'm not Sure our chances are good anymore, ' 

He rose from his chair with difficulty. His back still ached from his 
collapse the evening before. He knew he was going to walk back to the file 
cabinet and re-file the folders when a pain shot through his lower back. 

He stopped moving and his mind instantly returned to the sign from God. 
A smile spread throughout his face. 

"Yes, I remember. You have given me this pain as a reminder of your sign 
to me. I am a weak person and I needed this reminder. Thank you dear Lord!" 
Still standing, Avery's shaking hands tossed the second envelope back 

onto the chair. With trembling fingers he ripped the aging tape from the 


sealed flap on the first and withdrew the papers inside, 


Attorney Charles Scott was in his office alone; this was, afterall, New 
Year's day. It was his habit to spend this particular day going through the 
collection of the year just past; weeding out file folders for clients who 
no longer used his services, re-arranging those files where separate clients 
had become joint clients. 

Scott found these annual sessions more and more difficult; each year 


brought at least 100 new clients, It became increasingly complicated to 


419 


wishing sssuahe OG paris arom. wor aledp edi nt v4isnel ie wee. Yeeve 
- + “<< a = 
Wy ) aod ats -ineig veel att Bavelves yoven Ber . ae 


fy sa . } py bd > P ( qu f- ey oy ~* af | "1 | ‘ S5W a! ae Tih seis 


‘ ' 7 i 
a OF tasods ef ."exeev, 6emacdt viited mi beaneis , etch 
ti need | Tiwi \ r ae | Ly} t aT SR A ee ath Ry Ae ns MRR Lev 1s3 eae ott 
Sy TG BD is Sit SSIS ite Tow LOR, okabihemoby 
: ) ¥ - sate, tg hE an. 20 , sotye Ekgol 
“ly 4 : A , of - f : >. “ bet nt - =i! i 258 ya baG 
m) L335 » Aviv etaio Bid anert eer se 
; r 
1 
1 - ; , Ds ) ‘ ust Dy 1% tz) a. snus | Loo 
; uz ; ’ rLET~we bie Jerided 
: 7 <a * _+ a wz 
cl . Gaal wir (SR. Pei se Be 
s 2 i = ia 7 
| $a ee a sin? Te ‘ 
Cyt Bh. BO PRR Te Gath ee ea aa Perhaps aa ner: ” 
a Litey BLAS Pebawy a fh. ogee agew 2 ne Lb ei a 
‘ ¥ | ’ 
a " vty Bote Simic ht dee ® ae ‘aed firts ie Litas 
ao ta ht Be {-ho.24 Hise Art ee is ineeid ja tae "si Grit Si.2 0200 
io nbn aes , 7 Y : ate. mete 
: w'2 aD. iM fT TO Oia (a) GECT fo iP RAs 
= : ‘va 
i) Bits: Seals ih inten a }Jno8. Sela? . yeah s7A ott 
; ; ts LM UR it 
. Pe gene Tere ; i a i, : rr ; 
2 aelog xeb walupiarbe eta Boog of 3 skeet, ahh gam ah, ‘ye 2 1s8Y) ¥ 
: ' 
ay 


o sy) sieaaa Bf Papel io sibipes. ‘sea dant welt baat Jrahaet 9 


Lim's Jereqee 4 one 88.4% S00 yotoerinien eect: 


iy ; ed 


ut . ‘ " : i A Te a . di 
ohn oe Bos: on aad eu sian. 
a, nay 


7 


os basset + on 


“> 


separate the important from the to be forgotten, 

when his good friend Bill Conner had been on Portobello, he kept all of 
the Conner files out on his desk sideboard, Conner's affairs were 
sufficently complex he never wanted to run for a file cabinet when Bill 
dropped in or called, With Bill's absence, his relationship with Pauline had 
become more and more strained, Pauline resisted him stepping in to simply 
continue with her as he had with Bill. Then in mid 1390 Pauline switched 
all of her own business to a competitive firm and Scott was forced to sift 
through ten year's of Conner files to split out those items dealing with 
Pauline. These he sent to Herbert McPherson who now represented the woman, 

There on his sideboard were 9 heavy file folders representing each year 
he had handled Bill's affairs. Below the nine folders, separated by a thin 
sheet of plastic, were three more file folders. The trio on the bottom were 
thinner than those on top and filled with originals or copies of FAX 
messages, The folders on the bottom simply said 'W.Campbell' followed by a 
Veaiiy Gb ye 68, ANG y 30's 

‘Should I keep these folders out for another year?' he pondered. ‘Da | 
keep them here because I think having them out will cause something to 
happen?’ He started to pick them up for transport to the filing cabinet when 
his telephone rang. 

"Yes?" 

"Charles, Lady Lane here" said the voice in obvious spoof. 

Scott chuckled aloud. "Yes ... Lady Lane, What can tela rutepe Wales 

“T think I need to see you, now" she began. 

"Now, aS in today?” 


"Today, even sooner." 
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Scott sighed audibly. He had his own rule; nothing should disturb him on 
his annual office clean-up day. 

"You are wure thisican’towait...” 

"Vou have two choices. Now or later. If it's later, you may find me in 
the pokey." 

He glanced at his watch. Perhaps he could still get a few hours of work 
ths 

say leak. Gubiseartenioony.” 

"Oh alright, but I’d prefer right now." 

"Are you... is there a policeman coming after you?” 

mimenopes nol OW sn ttle. Goodl bye,” 

Scott hung up the phone. He had a good idea what this was going to be all 
about, although what he knew was as much rumour as fact, He did know there 
had been a great deal of telephoning between island attornies on Monday 
afternoon; calls he had pointedly been left out of. Eventually this had 
fallen together for him and his client Luscious Lane was the apparent cause 
. of the confabing. 

He took a deep breath and stooped once again to pick up the pile of 
folders, His fingers reached down to the top of the thin plastic sheet and 
raised nine bulky folders as the telephone rang a second time. 

"Damnit" and he set them back down again. 

"Yes?" 

"Happy New Year Charles; this is Avery.” 

Scott's thinning white hair was always falling to the side away from the 
now nearly hairless mid scalp section. Nervously he took his free hand and 


ran his fingers the length of his head re-arranging the few hairs remaining. 
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"avery! What a pleasant surprise. Happy New Year Poy ou oO 

"Do you remember...those New Year's days we spent together in your 
office, with Bill and Joshua?" | 

Scott’s pulse quickened and he fumbled to pull his office chair below his 
bottom to sit down. 

"Why yes, of course I do, In fact, 1 had a pile of Bill Conner sr. .le 
folders in my hands when the telephone rang. How is that for a coincidence?” 

Avery took this as confirmation of his own sign from God, Even the 
aetheist Charles Scott had been given a sign by God! 

“Would you recall envelopes .., two envelopes you gave to me over two 
years ago?” 

Scott's pulse quickened. ‘Why would Avery pick today...?’ 

“yeas or course, 1 fave here..." and he stopped. 

"T never knew until just a few minutes ago the contents of those 
envelopes is in halves; after preparation, the sheets of paper were cut 
neatly down the middle from top to bottom. I think we need...." 

SCOUU broke into a wide smile. ‘Avery has opened the envelopes; he had 
promised never to do Pie Une Lee 

"Would,..would you like to put the two halves together?” 

Avery was suddenly very relieved, He felt at peace with himself, for the 
first time in weeks. 'There is another half...and Charles has them’ he 
confirmed to himself. 

"Today?" Avery asked. 

"Today. But it will have to be...say 32” 

Nin your eOr rice. Cr here?" pondered Avery. 
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"Don't you have a place there...where we won't be disturbed 
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Avery recalled he had told Charles about his cataclysm chamber but it had 
been finished after they no longer saw one another very often. ‘Yes, this 
would be the best place, ' 

“Of course,..shall I expect you here at 3?" 


"See you then.” 


Covernor Burnside was munching slowly on a fresh lobster salad prepared 
by Mindy when Jeremy called. Only moments before he had gotten off the hot 
line phone with the home office in London; the news there had not been good. 

ixes7” 

"Governor, this is Jeremy. I am heading for the airport now. I met with 
the Rigby woman and took her statement. Frankly, it won't help us with our 
third party here,” 

"Pity. Anything else?" 

HVoc ue alcoumeuwltneoun mlipublisher Traiend. lvchink we havera creal 


problem there." Jeremy paused not certain how much more to say on the 


telephone. 
The Governor detected his reluctance to talk. a 
a0 . ° ey oe aqy\t U , me 
Can it wait? ys (oi ae OR 


eg 


"Ves, time ig not an element; not an hour anyhow. Our meeting is still on 
former t 

"Of course." 

"See you in about an hour then; cherrio.” 

Jeremy hung up the DC office telephone wondering how he was going to 
explain the meeting with Dornfield to Martin, 'I am still badly upset by 


this' he confided to himself. ‘I must organize my report so it comes out 
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coherently. I best outline it on a pad.' 
He picked up his papers stuffing them into the case. Lasarde was waiting 


outside to return him to the airport. Jeremy flipped off the lights and made 


. 
gure the lock button was set on the door, Lee cS te? 
ey -f 2 “y aon aie A ea at DC 5 : itt me 
Lieutenent, 1 am ready to return now. on plane 7 


te pA Claen ee 
"Yes sir, no more stops?” 


"No more stops. Oh yes, you do have something Rita Stubbs gave you, for 

me?" 
"Yes sir!" The lieutenent reached under his Rover seat pulling out a 
SRAM P, 4 
sizeable but understated black lace bra, He handed it to the AG and then 
shoved his hand under the seat pawing around a second time. 

"Here sir; this if all she give me.” 

The lleutenent began to smile and Jeremy saw the look on his face, 

"Lieutenent; this is evidence! It is just like a gun or a knife; you 
should have placed it into an evidence bag." Jeremy knew he was reacting out 
of embarassment but the lieutenent didn't know that. 

"Oh yes sir! { dtenitennowes, aehall 1 get page for it, now?” 

Jeremy was already trying to stuff the bra and panties into his brief 
case, The wire stays on the bra simply would not fit into the narrow 
opening, He didn't fancy traveling for the next hour and walking through two 
airports with a lacy black bra dangling from his brief case. 

“Yes, if you please." 

The lieutenent hopped out walking double time into the ancient police 
building. 

A car pulled up behind the Rover blocking the exit; a young black man in 


a dress shirt and a tie got out walking towards him. Jeremy tried to hide 
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the under garments beneath his brief case but it was too late, 

"Mr. McTabbish? I am Alton Burgess, My father asked me to bring this 
envelope to you; he says it goes to the Governor." 

"Oh yes, thank you. I had forgotten all about this. Say, how is your 
father?” 

"You may tell the Governor he is feeling fine this morning; perhaps it 
Was something he ate for dinner. There have been several cases of fish 


Polson ine Nereisiavelvwa: ae 
Press IOAN 
a) 


"IT am glad to hear that; the Governor will be happy as well.” 
Jeremy could see young Burgess was staring at the bra protruding from under 
his case. 

"A belated Christmas present?” Alton asked pointing at the exposed lace, 

"Oh my no! Believe it or not, this is a piece of evidence in a case I am 
working on." He reached under his briefcase and grabbed the panties as well. 
"And so is ne holding them up. 

Alton was laughing. "I always knew lawyers had the most fun! Well, good 
day to you six and he turned to leave. | 

"The best to your ey and Jeremy had to admit to himself he had 


handled that quite well, 


Martin had ages from the Home Office that if he attempted to censor 
the newspaper under the sweeping powers of national security, Dornfield 
could haul him into court where a judge would decide whether the newspaper 
was likely to endanger the country's security. 

He had been further told that lacking a clear cut threat to national 


security, such as was obvious during a time of civil unrest or war, his 
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powers did not extend to the press, 

"Assume the worst case; Dornfield's papér sets us back a year or two in 
development. It is true that I couldn't argue convincingly this was a threat 
to the security of the Turks and Caicos. Dratt!’ | 

Now he wished he had prodded Jeremy to tell him just how badly the 
meeting with Dornfield did go, He would want to hear all about it before the 
CM and his ministers arrived; it could be close in time. 

"12:55" he said aloud looking at the clock on his desk. ‘Jeremy should be 
Neresnoeslater than es 

Luscious Lane was early for her appointment. She was also very nervous 
although it only showed because James was babbling non-stop in her ear. 

"Hey babe, we can handle this! We've got friends in high places. They'd 
never dare touch you because of what you might say. Aren't you glad we 
partied with all those guys? They owe you and now's the time to collect. 
Even Smythe doesn't want to see his political..." 

"James, calm down before I shut you up. And you let me do the talking in 
here; I dori*t know why I let you talk me into bringing you along...do you 
understand?" 

He grabbed her around the waist and squeezed tight. “For the Tires time in 
a long timé, she wasn't interested in his hug nor his wandering hand which 
had just found her breast Line. 

"Do I hear voices? Is that you ... Lady Lane?" It was Charles Scott 
calling through the closed door. 

Luscious opened the door and winked at the older man. 


ae e 


"Lady, James . please take a chair. What can I do for you on this 
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holiday?" 

James moved his chair over to be close to his wife. She ignored him and 
took a Sizeable breath, 

"Councilor, if may have been a naughty girl] she teased. 

Scott looked at her with mock horror. "Oh no, not Lady Lane!” 

"Yes, and I'm afraid this time I wasn't in bed when I was naughty.” 
James laughed out loud and reached for his wife's hand. Scott was 


laughing as well. Luscious didn't crack even a hint of a smile. 


‘[ have never understood this maith, Scott thought. “He actuaily enjoys) he 
Lp \” kh 


- , p ‘ ws 
passing his own wife around to other men, often watching people copulate )4 


WEUDMher.. HOW, SLeCk can he bey! 

He looked aside at his watch, knowing full well it was just past 1. He'd 
have to move this along to keep the appointment with Avery. 

"Let me guess, This has something to do with Mr. Harvey, telephones, and 
the investigation by the Governor's office. Yes?” 

"Yaa to all three. I was agent here on Portobello for the information we 
learned from the telephone taps." 

"T suspected as much. Who did you sell it to?” 

"Specifically?" 

"No, not yet; fust generically.” 

Luscious took another deep breath, heaving ample bosoms above the top 
line of her low cut dress, 

"This may hurt, but lawyers were my best customers. And real estate 
people a close second. We also had some business people as clients, and the 
odd husband or wife trying to catch their mate at some peccadillo. And I'l] 


be frank with Be! at enjoyed the hell out of itt" 
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"Did it make much money?" 

"Are you trying to pre-jfudge the size of your fee for defending me?" 

scott laughed again. 

"No, just trying to get a feel for the COperarion S1si 76," 

"Well, what I got for my part had already been split several times. 
Harvey kept half for his organization abilities. He paid expenses, Such as 
the apartment and the girl running the equipment out of the other half. What 
was left was split between poor Samuel Stubbs and myself." 

"How much last month?" 

UREA CTE SD age! 

The attorney did some quick math on his calculator. 

“Humm; that's maybe $12,000 total last month, perhaps more. Not bad..." 

"Perhaps, but Harvey had some new electronic gadget coming in soon that 
would have changed every rule. He said once it was Installed he could tap 
any phone on the island in 60 seconds time from any other place on the 
islandg and, nobody would ever know it was happening. " 

scott was listening carefully to everything she said. 

"SO you did this and now you are afraid the police will come arrest you." 

"Well, Harvey's gone and I understand Plentiful went with him, She did 
the same thing on Grand Turk I do here..." 

"In more ways than one!" laughed Charles. James also found this very 
amusing, 

“Perhaps. But I like to think I have more class than Plentiruaks” 

"I doubt anyone ever addressed her as ‘Lady Plentiful'" snickered the 
attorney. 


"Then there was a girl on Grand Turk that worked part time, the girl here 
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and the two telephone techs; Stubbs here and Marvin Cox on Grand Turk. I 
think the business on Grand Turk was larger than here, Judging by what 
Harvey said about the number of taps. But they got less money there than 
here.” 

"Wwe all know the Grand Turk economy is depressed. This is all interesting 
but what does that say about you getting picked up for questioning?” 

James broke in. 

"How can they do that? Virtually every minister in government and half of 
the civil service people owe Luscious and me, They See apa 

"James...I gaid I will handle this. OK?" 

He withdrew his arm from her shoulder and scooted back in the chair, 
folding both hands on his lap. 

"OK; I am sure even without cracking a statute book tapping telephones 
was an illegal act, But since you didn't actually do the taps...yes?" 

Nese norane. 4. 

" .,then we move to privacy and confidentiality laws. As I see it, when 
you took information overheard on a telephone and sold it, you were 
violating at least two important laws. How did you get this information 
yourself?" 

Lusetous explained how she went to the apartment each night picking up 
tapes, returned to her home and checked contents. She selected information 
deemed valuable and either sold it to an existing customer or went on ee 
street looking for an appropriate customer. 

Scott was shaking his head from side to side. 

"T almost wish you were the one making the taps and somebody else was 


doing what you did. I could argue a defense much more effectively. God! 
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Didn't you ever think about Betting caught?" 

"Not really. Harvey was very glib about it all and I guess I talked 
myself out of guilt because everyone on this island spreads gossip. Hell, 
Sindy Wicker even publishes a FAX gossip newsletter!” 

"Even if she is not culpable, which I can’t be sure of, the fact that she 
does this is no excuse for your doing what you did," 

Luscious looked down at the Oui. 

"Is this big bad attorney lecture time?" 

scott scowled. "It's a little late for that, wouldn't you agree?” 

redded 

She sheek her head in agreement. 

"DO you want my real advice?" 

“That ' a Why I cane here, Shoot," 

"This hits very close to home In the CM's government. He Cap Ceatiord «ta 
allow this to go Vervetrare. 

James broke in again. "See, I told you so!" 

scott raised his hand to silence the man, 

"However, if I were Covernor Burnside and I wanted to tear down the 
Smythe government, to make it impossible for Smythe to win the next 
election, Gethink toe investigate this to the hilt hanging everyone I could 
identify as being a part of this.” 

nYOU Think Oe 

"I think it will be a week or more before this all sorts out. So here's 
my advice, You and James get on the next airplane out of this country and 
you stay away until I tell you to come DAC 

“You really think...” 


"I do. If they can't find you to question, you are much better off, 
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If Harvey stays gone, if Plentiful stays gone, if Stubbs is dead ... that 
leaves just you and Cox to prosecute. If you disappear, that leaves Cox. 

I doubt white Governor Burnside will single out black Marvin Cox to hang up 
COME YW 

He looked at his watch; 1:20: 

“James, do you have your American Express card with you?" 

James looked befuddled but reached for his back pocket. "Yes, you want to 
be paid now?" 

"I don't take plastic. But Pan Am does, My best advice to you is leave 
here and go directiy to the airport. Put this lady on the airplane departing 
in 90 minutes and If you can't go with her today, go no later than tomorrow. 
If they can't find Lady Lane, the next stop will be you." 

James stood up, placing his hand back on his wife’s shoulder. 

ri-can’t believe this is happening, here on Portobello. We never thought 
anything about doing this here,” 

Now the attorney stood and walked around his desk, slidding himself onto 
the desk top just in front of Luscious. 

"James, Luscious ... this is not the Portobello you two came to six or 
elght or ten years ago. Many of us came here because we could do things that 
we would never consider doing in the states” looking at Luscious, "or 
Canada" looking at James, "And back then when somebody did something like 
this, the community just sort of forgave and forgot. Because virtually 
everyone here was hiding from Somebody or something, and most were living a 
fantasy life style they’d never get away with in civilization.” 

He paused for a breath, 


"It is changing, isn't it?" suggested Luscious. 
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"Yes, it is. And it will change far faster in the next five years. Mark 
my words, It may be time for you, maybe even me, to find another Portobello 
where we can do wild and crazy things and that is the norm, not the 


exception. 


thing; this may, if you are very lucky, be the last incident of this sort in 
this country where people just forget...and forgive," 

“James, if you will get me to the airport right now,..and then run home 
to pack a few things in hand carry bags, I'l] get us seatea,” 

"Charles, the plane has been running real full. Do Youur inka a7" 

"James, I think this is New Year's day; I'm betting they have seats. Hold 
on and he reached for his phone and dialed the Pan Am number. 

The phone rang for 30 seconds before being answered, 

"Those damn people...they are the most Inefficent.,.Hello, yes, this is 
Charles Scott. I want two seats on today's plane. Do you have them?" 

Luscious now stood, pulling her dress down and readjusting her hips. 
James was staring at Scott unsure how frightened he should really be. 

“Alright, the names are Lane; Mr. and Mrs. Lane. They are on the way, 
Please hold the seats," 

“Thank you Rees, and Luscious stepped towards the man to throw her 
arms around his neck, She bent upward and nibbled on his cheek. ‘Someday...' 
she whispered into his ear. Charles blushed and smiled. 

"Get going you two. And call me tomorrow, and each day until this sorts 
Outs 


James already had the door open, Luscious walked quickly to the door and 


Hho 
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then turned to curtsey to Charles. 


"Thank you again,Councilor" and she blew him a kiss, closing the door 


) 
behind her kiss. 
~30~ 
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"Exchange synthesizer? Oh my!" 

Jeremy fidgeted in silence while the Governor considered the 
implications. Martin leaned back in his chair with elbows on the arms 
tapping his mating fingertips together, gazing at the ceiling, Finally he 
spoke again. 

"It simply must be somebody within Cable and Wireless. Recall Brewster 
made that ridiculous call to the Chief Minister Starting this whole sequence 
in December. He may have spilt the beans about the synthesizer as well." 

"I worry if Dornfield knows about that gadget, what he may also know." 

"Yes, I believe we have to assume the titanic defense here," 

ENS | 

"Tip of the iceberg.” 

"Abht Yes, quite. If Brewster told someone, and they told Dornfield, 
let us suppose the CM also learns this, Let us also assume the CM does know 
or WIll learn we used wire tapping ourselves to gather evidence on Harvey. 
Where does that leave us?" He put his face down in his hands. The day had 
turned ugly. 

Buppliside had no immediate response, He was still thinking when Jeremy had 
a suegestion. 

"What do we have to lose by simply calling Brewster on this?” 

The Governor turned quickly to stare at his AG, 


"Accuse him of breaking our confidence?” 
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Jeremy rose to pace. It didn't occur to him how much he looked like 
Smythe as he did so, moving his arms about to punctuate his statements. 

"No, not at first. If we simply suggest to him there has been a leak and 
then tell him what Dornfield said, he should at first deny he had anything 
to do with it. If he spends more time denying he was at fault than coming to 
the issue of how do we deal with this, then I think we know he did it. And 
if he spends far too long denying his own culpability, well, we will have 
more reason to suspect he did it." 

"And if he did? Then what?" 

Jeremy stopped pacing and stood still. Presently he answered, 

"Well...I don’t know. I guess we decide how much we can continue to help 
Cable and Wireless in view of his own propensity to keep shooting himself in 
the foot, It may be that no matter how much we bend over backwards to battle 
this up, he is going to hang his company anyhow." 

"T see. In my report to White Hall, I simply say we tried to get them out 
of this but they insisted on being fools?" 

"Something like that. After what we have been through, I am a tad 
discouraged where this leads us." 

The Governor pushed his chair from the desk and rose. Now he too began to 
pace the floor. "What do you Suppose the weather is like today in the South 
of England?” 

Jeremy was sure he mis-understoad. 

"[ bee your pardon, sir?” 

"Never mind. Just an idle thought. Let's get on with planning for the 
Chief Minister. He will want us to talk about the Dornfield problem; what do 


we tell him?” 


435 


Me y= 4 — 
} ’ 
6 ‘T 
i 
' 
5 
iy wad mba oe 
Ps tyod® @8a& Sif weivom On Ar ot Sp SAK wt 
- é iS 
i , : } si ‘ Léy oe 
, {s { PA hy ‘e' fi I es pa bt isa@ ry fa Od) ‘ag oN 
, ' : ; } 
: ic Gislods st |" Blew Dak ers rae mic iie) and Re 
| ; at ‘I jig ¥ i 1 on bt Yiv -Ob' @F 
(4 is] x bat Sw ch wet. Brees S Bile 
: 2 ik retype sa joer ‘set Rivka) Gf 2a 
ry 2 a i d . ei er AAP * ive. ! Js : * be 
; ' +) Bee Br POHUei a ee WAS ADO 
' 7 hes ’ ; ain = +f Y + , bd ; ? 
: : , ~ 7 a. 
‘ ve he be t sy >} aA 
Ki On i 4 ? Th 
} F , : é ¢ LEVBG brady (Oc n hi ele 
~ o eS 
; = p wale r 
" aid se Saat | JOO) RG .~1isw 
i) = 
‘ . en 
© r i e | 7 ‘Vi SiO 21 ¥ BAB eit6.2 
e 
‘ * be Y 4 
eee ; as go od aM ih Oe 
; (it oy Paes) ee ae au. @iag 
aM tg « i Pia ah Fad 
= > J . i 4 1's ; 1’ } Ley _— ii i Lk Oe be > F 


: P 7. ' er oe 
{ OT Be.ed GO OG/R aa Whi wii & Ws 30 


, - % : ty ‘ ‘ Be , } ” are 
iy ; rs ys =i | Sat 24. FRAY yt. iT. Ss iat ee La is Pe Mii )<, 


{> * y i \ 


eres Y Dar it j iia ben IMM ORS OD. 


~ 


3 
= 
, 


Pe paryt “* Dewi<y Tri i mein a "Kr nn iT 


“j ~ iy wabods aint 3 extdut cf wg meogaUe | ee eh ae east hited 209. 
ash fegese , Se Oy oe "tenia. 


bli 1” in poten ee en wt ne een 
sh { { 


ae ena cat fe” a | Meas a iP ae 
nok yntnasta Arky feo 29 B ‘a, <ipaieas albe.. 


on eee 


tee. IMA GO'G Blheat jie’ edd; qucds. ws ona 


hig" 


"ihe truth, Or at least part of the truth, Let me say I visited with hin, 
and found him to be very knowledgeable about what has happened, And we'll 
tell him your secret plan has been turned down by White Hall; that will help 
give it get some stature, Oh, that reminds me, what did happen to your 
secret plan?" 

The Governor had forgotten all about his request to Avery. But he did 
know about Avery's mysterious collapse the evening before, Jeremy knew 
nothing about Avery's possible involvement; that Martin hadn't heard from 
the usually dependable Burgess was his own secret, 

MACTUa li Veni tet oni teworkyetoosbad, neally. Clroumstances,. © 

"Sorry. Why do I have the feeling we are going into this meeting quite 
unprepared? We have no plan for Dornfield, and at the moment we have only 
hearsay evidence against this Lane woman, What do we tell the ministers we 


have accomplished in the last.24 hours?” 


Charles Scott had been to the Burgess complex only one time since the 
family moved in; a brief visit to deliver some papers to Alton Burgess. 

The stories he had heard about the finish work and the size of the estate 
were all glowing, but typically filled with jealousy. Inside his mind, he 
was happy for Avery; ‘Nobody here has worked harder to be 4 success’ he 
thought as his car negotiated the front gate pillars. 

Avery was poolside observing the afternoon diving exercises under the 
direction of the McClaskeys, This was the last afternoon; Doc and Susie had 
postponed leaving a day at a time but tomorrow wag a definite leave date. 
Avery saw Charles pull up, stopping his car almost precisely where the 


ambulance had parked last evening. It occured to him Scott had not mentioned 
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his collapse on the telephone. 

"Charles, over here!" he waved, The tall, lanky white haired man walked 
towards him carrying a file folder. 

"This ts really lovely, Avery" he beamed. The two shook hands warmly; old 
friends bent on rediscovering 5 earn eo friendship, 

Avery pointed at the diving platform. "That's my grand-daughter; Alton's. 
She may have special skills as a diver and my guests, Doctor and Susie 
NcClaskey ) from the University of Michigan,are working with her. I pray by 
the time ays is 16 she may be of Glympic Cada bar. 

ScCOmmCauenteon Guickiv. “The Pirst Glympic entrant from the Turks and 
Caicos) [sltands?” 

"Perhaps. Or perhaps...from some other, new country?" 

Scott looked from Avery's face towards the ground. His pulse quickened at 
the thought. He realized he would be 71 in 2000; hopefully still alive to 
see how it all turned out. 

Both men stood watching the training platform silently. When Rose 
knifed into the water with barely a ripple, Avery began clapping with the 
MeClaskeys. Scott joined in. 

"Shall we go inside?” Avery asked beckoning towards the office door, 
scott nodded and followed. 

"Tl believe I told you about 4 special place I designed into this 
building; where my family and I would be protected in the event of a 
hurricane?" 

for nuclear warvasy lirecaligy 

"T want to show it to you but I am ashamed to have to ask you to Keep its 


existence or details to yourself. I feel like even asking you to do this is 
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betraying our friendship." 

The attorney was impressed, He had never heard any talk of this place 
from anyone and he assumed, correctly, that was because nobody, or at most 
very few had ever seen it, 

"Quite the contrary; my lips are sealed and I take great pride in your 
SnarangedGowitn men 

Avery beckoned for Charles to follow him into the closet and neither man 
said a word as Avery went through the sequence of opening both doors. When 
the battery-operated lights flipped on, revealing the front room, Charles let 
out a low whistle. 

"War Games’ he said softly. 

“Pardon?” 

"I sald ‘War Games’; for some reason I am reminded of the inside of 
that mountain in Colorado where the U.S. hides all of their commanders in 
ease there 1s a nuclear attack from Russia, This is ...very, very 
impressive!"™. 

Avery was smiling. “Well, actually, I had alot of help designing this. 
One of the people involved did claim he created some underground SAC control 
centers," 

scott stood beside Avery and put his hand on his shoulder. "It shows. 

And I now better understand why it would not do for anyone on this island to 
even know it exists. I don't think most people would understand why you did 
it deg 

But Scott knew. Avery had taught himself to be a survivor, a lesson most 
natives knew well after nearly two centuries of being abandoned on a tiny 


chain of coral islands. Only, Avery Burgess had resources the average native 
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could not dream about, much less count to. And he was applying those 
resources to the fine art of Staying alive, Yin any eventuality®. 

Avery switched on the commercial power lights and walked to the dining 
table. His two envelopes lay open at one end, twin piles of paper half- 
sheets neatly positioned in the middle. 

"A soda?" he asked, pulling out a chatr. 

"Yes, but point me towards them. I'll be the waiter." 

Avery smiled broadly and directed him to the refrigerator against a wall. 
Scott was filled with questions but didn't want to pry, nor get Avery 
started on a long explanation of the facility. Scott knew there was so much 
pride attached to where they were Avery could probably talk an hour or more 

about it without drawing a breath. 

"IT assume Bill...Canner never saw this? He would've really enjoyed it. 
This is his sort of creation.” 

Avery's lips turned down and he tapped a finger to the corner of his eye. 
The thought of Bill's death coupled with Charles’® comment had brought small 
tears to his eyes. 

"Mostly on paper altho he did see it when I was starting the foundations. 
And actually, there are alot of his ideas here. He designed all of the 
electronic systems; I followed his plans totally. You know, I still have 
trouble handling that he is...gane." 

Charles desparately wanted to say something, ('No, this is not the time. 
ee wait.) 


"Here, two sodas. Now, shall we see if we can plece together a puzzle?” 


"Robin? This is Martin Burnside. I am sorry to bother you at home on a 
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holiday; I think this important." 

Leweter had hoped for such a call. Aware the AG was going to Portobello 
to interrogate the Rigby woman, he yearned for details. 

"Yes, how did the Rita Rleby interview go?" 

"That. Well, Jeremy didn't learn a great deal, actually. Rigby apparently 
led a sheltered life inside of the apartment; she never met nor heard talk 
of the sales agent over there.” 

Robin’s disappointment was obvious. “Drat.” 

"The AG did make one startling discovery however and I'd like your 
Feazcrionatorit.” 

Jeremy bit his lip listening to the Governor; ‘that is certainly laying 
it on the line!’ he thought. 

5G One 

"He met with Benjamin Dornfield; I believe I mentioned to you our 
concerns that Dornfield's next newspaper could set us back several paces," 

Robin was very grateful for the Governor's concern in this area, The 
last thing Cable and Wireless wanted was another dose of poison ink from the 
tip of Dornfield's pen. 

"Yes?" 

"He learned that Dornfield knows about,..the exchange synthesizer.” 

“What!!! How in the bloody hell could he know? That's preposterous! Why 
nobody knows about that but Brown, Seybold, myself and you chaps. I suppose 
he knows about how we used it} too!" 

A cassette recorder in the Governor's desk was capturing every breath and 
word from Robin. Later he would listen and re-listen to the conversation, 


along with his AG. 
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"TIT can't say that. As I understand it, when Dornfield asked about the 
exchange synthesizer Jeremy was so flustered he didn't know how to respond. 
In fact, he cut short the conversation and headed directly back here afraid 
to say another word.” 

There was a Silence on the line. 

“Robin?” 

"Ves, I am still here; trying to collect my thoughts. Damn! That is a bad 
throw. I’m quite speechless, really." Both men were thinking. 

"Il gave the Governor that damned box’ he thought. ‘If it gets into the 
paper that such a box exists and how it works, the entire country will 

Ue 
demand my hide. And there will be ¢rys that no telephone conversation is 
safe, We could be in real trouble here!’ 

The Governor half expected the silent period to end with some sort of 
excuse from Robin; an attempt to cover the corporate Cable and Wirless Hass © 
as it were. He was surprised when Robin spoké again. 

"What is it the Americans says) “the best defense is a strong offense??. 
Perhaps if we make a clean breast of everything, and explain our actions, 
before Dornfield can get his damned newspaper printed..." and he paused. 

"That 18 a possibility. But let's not throw in the sponge yet, Think 
about it and we can talk later. My immediate problem is a meeting with 
smythe in about 15 minutes}, OK?" 

"Yes. Would you like me to pop over for Smythe?” 


(Nomen finienot, bute Wis etve; youmaimeport.. “Til then?" 


"Quite. Good~bye.” 


"How would you like to do this?" asked Scott, taking his own set of 
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envelopes from the folder. 

"Your's is not open yet?" noticed Avery. 

"No, they are just the way Joshua's wife taped them shut in my office. He 
and Bill did a draft of our last meeting together and after Bill...left, 
Josh did a final version. His wife brought it down on her final trip, after 
beldied: 

Avery Was shaking bis head, "It was SO Strange to lose them both within a 
few months. Let me ask you something important; do you think we have any 
rleht opening these up and reading them, with Bill and Joshua gone?” 

scott had asked himself the same question several times over past few 
hours, 

wxes plochink that eG whys Josh iinished this: arter, Bid». ...- lf he thought 
it was a dead issue, pardon the pun, I doubt he would have completed his 
work following Bill's ... well, departure,” 

scott was haying alot of trouble stringing ‘Bill’ and ‘dead/died’ 
together in the same sentence, Sooner or later he was going to have to tell 
Avery. 

"OK, my Second question. We were a team. Two things ran through my mind 
today when I held these envelopes in my hand. First, it was going to take 
all four of us ... everything we individually knew ... to not botch this. 
Now we are two, not four...” 

"Avery~" 

Burgess raised his hand to stop Charles, 

"Last, but hardly least; the plan was current in 1988. Now it is 1991] 
and this island has changed a great deal in two and a half years. So has the 


world around us. The U.N. that Joshua knew so well in 1988 is not the same 
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U.N, we have today. Just look at how the United States and Russia are now 
buddies, for example..." 

His voice faded off at the end and Scott fingered his own unopened 
envelopes; finally he responded. 

"Look, suppose we could find someone to replace Joshua; somebody that 


believes in our plan, who knows his or her way around the U.N?" 


Ww 


Avery looked directly at Charles who stared at the envelopes in his hand. 

"Do you really think that is possibie?" 

ae do"; He didn't mention he thought Joshua's wife, also a news wire 
reporter covering the U.N., migtt be a candidate, 

"Well, that could make a difference. I just can’t see me marching around 
the halls of the U.N. trying to button hole delegates about our independence 
problem. They'd think I was some sort of nut!" 

Charles laughed and now looked at Avery. "I can't see myself doing it 
either, but I wouldn't mind going along, like Bill did, if we had someone to 
open doors and pave the way for us." 

"OK, 80 perhaps there 1s a replacement of sorts for Joshua. But 
Conner. an 

PAvery) landwhetLook "ayveny deepebreaths Avery i, > ti swe get this eoing 
again, I can promise you I have an answer to Bill’s...absence. Everything 
Bill used to contribute, everything he added, can be ,.. found again.” 

Avery studied Charles’ face closely. 'I trust this man, but he could be 
selling me the Brooklyn Bridge. Once we commit to this, I am the point man; 
the one the British and the elected politicians will come after. If we go 
down in defeat, Charles can run away, back to Canada. I am stuck here and I 


will pay handsomely for my indescretions...'. 
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scott was pretty sure what Avery was thinking. 

"Look, I know I am asking you to take alot on faith, And we don't even go 
to the same church!" 

Avery belly laughed. 

“SOundon LVeoe to anyechiurent! 

They both laughed, 

"No, but I do follow a faith none the less. It might surprise you! 
Anyhow, let's open these envelopes and see what our instructions are. 
Then we can decide what to do.” 

Avery reached for the envelopes in Scott's hands, tearing the ends free 
of the tape. He noticed the tape on this set of envelopes was yellowed but 
not brittle. 


"OK, page one of envelope one. Why don't you read it aloud?” 


"Your Excellency. The Honourable Chief Minister Orville Smythe, the 
Honourable Minister William Stanfield, the Honourable Minister Stanley 
Hardgraves await your pleasure!" The uniformed guard snapped the Governor a 
salute and stepped back briskly. 

"Mr. Chief Minister” greeted the Governor standing just inside his office 
door; "Mr. Standfield, Mr. Hardgraves” shaking the hand of each. The 
ministers greeted the Governor, and then the Attorney General. Fach found 
the same chair he had occupied in the prior day's meeting. Upstairs, Mindy 
Bunxsside listened intently in her earphones and watched the VU meter needles 
bounce as the men exchanged small talk and sat down. 

"Refreshments, gentlemen?” 


Nobody was hungry nor thirsty. Smythe patted his coat pocket for the 
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comforting presence of a micro-cassette recorder. Pushing his fingertips 
against his coat pocket, he detected the familiar whir of the small tape 
drive against his chest. 

The CM spoke first. 

"We know this is a traditional holiday for you as well as us: and we 
appreciate that you have been working throughout the day an our mutual 
problems.” 

"Yes, Well I wish we could report solid progress” began the Governor. 
"Actually, this may turn out to be one of those days when, as they say, we 
should have all stayed in bed!" 

Standfield was showing obvious displeasure at being in the meeting; 
having some difficulty getting comnfortable in his chair, His body moved and 
moved again trying to find an acceptable position, 

"Jeremy, can you bring us up to date following your visit to Portobello?” 
asked the Governor. 

“Certainty,” amd He stayed in his chair but looked directly at the CM. "I 
interviewed a lady named Rita Rigby this morning. She was the employee who 
operated the clandestine recording equipment in the burned out apartment. 
What I learned was mostly mechanical. She saw Harvey in there on two 
occasions only, She says he worked on equipment and talked with Stubbs; she 
was told to leave the room when he was there. I don't feel she should be 
prosecuted; she says she never listened to telephone calls herself, never 
had anything to do with the intelligence part of it." 

Minister Hardgraves was relieved to hear this although he said nothing. 
Rita Rigby was his first cousin, 


The CM used Jeremy's pause to ask a question. 
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"Surely this Rigby woman gave you the name of the agent there; the person 
who Aid the actual trading in the information?” 

"No, Harvey had it arranged so the recorded tapes were left in a 
container and somebody always came in to get them from the container after 
Rita left for the day. She never saw anyone ... she actually thought Stubbs 
was taking them.” 

The CM showed a faint trace of a smile; Standfleld’s amile was far more 
obvious. 

"Phen we have no lead on this agent person?” the OM asked again. 

The Covernor noticed the smile and possible look of relief on 
Standfield's face. Martin answered. 

"Tf IT may Jeremy ... actually we do have a lead,’ and he looked directly 
at Standfield, He hoped Jeremy was now looking at Smythe as they had agreed 
they would do, 

"We have information suggesting to Us a white lady...a Mrs. Luscious Lane 
_.. sold the information on Portobello.” 

The OM reacted with an audible gasp. Standfield diverted his eyes to the 
far wall and stared ahead blankly. 

Finally the CM responded. 

“Oh, DT think not. Mrs, Lane may be many things, not all of them good. But 
to actually sell information stolen from the telephones, I cannot believe 
that!" Smythe now himself looked at Standfield. He wanted his minister to 
join her defense but Standfield's eyes remained riveted to the far wall. 
Smythe knew Standfield and others in government enjoyed the favours of the 
Lane woman. ‘Thank God I never indulged? he told himself. 


The room was quiet; Jeremy and Martin trying to memorize the facial and 
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hand reactions of each minister for later discussion, Martin spoke again, 

siewi Meat runl Sepeint ihe evidencetia mon aipetient, Chief Minister, 1 
realize James Lane has been a favourite of your government for planning 
work. And before I attempt to interrogate either of them, I want your 
gps. 

Smythe pushed himself up from the chair and began to walk about. ‘Is this 
a trap?' he pondered, ‘Or, is the Governor really interested in protecting 
my ministers and government?’ He decided he was grateful for the opportunity 
to consider the matter in advance. 

"I am still golng to defend the Lanes; both of them. But surely you have 
some strong evidence or you wouldn”t be telling me ... US ... chismeso 1 
have to at least consider the possibility this Lane woman is guilty. Which 
brings us to what do we do about questioning her; you haven't yet? Are you 
PIN ne eo. IeaaS aA: Aecheice in this matter?" 

"TI may have no choice but to question her. Actually, we wouldn't make a 
decision about questioning her husband until after we talked with her. But, 
yes, he is a possibility as well. Fven if he didn’t participate in her ... 
activity, if he but knew about it, well, as an éx-pat it could go hard on 
Tee 

Standfield desparately wanted to bolt out of the room and telephone a 
warming to the Lanes. We was feeling very uncomfortable, Perhaps... 

"lg thia all there ia to report, after a full day's activity?" Standfield 
asked, not masking the anger in his voice. " I think I may wish to discuss 
this with Mr. Smythe, privately, before we render an SpLasomaee 

smythe answered for the Governor who was an the verge of saying 


something. 


4477 


ty 


¥ Gi 


Ce. th 


Y tants 2 is ogi tov etd ab y-ojew — 
Pay ve ALG (TaN ot Be atiyed sane Bi asl 
Soreyeds Np BEY: on von» 


af) 
<4 
eeconkh  wisl sc. eeveinih Gone it sir? ramet: i 
"iw. Jet © one iwe: sir aiitheg aids we a oe 
‘ 
Ma Tet “peat sal anagl dient OF tee 
4 ) \ 
rz } ir? O3 5 mJ € Tp att rap} rev v 
etGQriz 
erst eu Rn LF. Rael eR SHOE 
: z = A DP thane 
. we ah . yooneny Saf Ae Oe 
_— Py ms 4 7) v i tos vay ea \ . mi 4 au48 val 
»| © a , - 
ris t 5% P \ fi} bs ia ah) I fic w | 
’ PY ’ > nr Ys 
? i ' of) af i'y : one 7 AROS 
fi - ; Pe 
) j wo 1486! 8 OF Svar 
a i me ob i ee Cre Basia 
fi a (ie J cy BU Big 
i B Lot ud eats “tty ova. T™ i. Vian 
Baris | en is | MILIee, ii ym ate golal Val 
oh , » “oy ie a | ¥ yr: edn ron ae tm an ; a3 4 - 
z ‘ car Th) we 
Ce. Be om ogee sate sud-of 42 .ytivizor 
iin OR 2 Dea ane Fj 
* to ee god ws bois “3 ota pmsl Blot thus 1% ba 
“i > 
. rerun “Ye ige : ahraietye ann oa nie ‘wtt of sabres 


Tut deste Piola uo nk anid facial pl 


: ‘- 


"Oh, I'm sure there is more to tell us. Dornfield, for example?” He was 
still standing. He waa also relishing the discomfort of Standfield; a man 
who aspired to lead the party, pushing Smythe aside in the process. 

The Governor now spoke, 

"ves, I was just about to explain Dornfield., Unfortunately, -Mr. 
Standfield's excellent suggestion that I exercise my executive powers of 
national security was turned thumbs down by London. Unless we have a 
declared civil or wartime emergency, my powers do not extend to the press,” 

Both Smythe and Standfield were shaking their heads in agreement. 
Standfield had spent several hours researching the same matter in avloce| 
lawyer's office this morning, coming to an identical conclusion; something 
he had shared with the CM. 

The Covernor continued, "Jeremy visited with Dornfield today. I'm afraid 
this is my best example of why we might have been better off staying in 


bed,” 


Jeremy picked up the cue and glanced at his notes, He was going to stick 
to the seript he and the Qovernor hammered out just prior to the meeting. 

he Governor's private plan we suggested yesterday also failed today so 
1 decided at bis suggestion to simply drop in on Dornfield, Now what [ am 
about to tell you must, unfortunately, be sketchy and I ask you to take it 
at face value. There are certain aspects of this, dealing with national 
security, I cannot elaborate upon." 

standfield was once again tiring of the phrase national security’. 
‘Rach time they want to hide something from us, they bring out the national 


security flag. This isn't even their country; who's national security do 


they think it is, anyhow!’ 
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"In the telephone world there is something known by the technical name 
exchange synthesizer. I can only tell you this 1s a4 sort Olen eee 
equipment piece. With this, it ig possible for someone to monitor any 
telephone without actually connecting wires to the line, 

"Gable and Wireless brought this piece af test equipment to Grand Turk to 
help us run down the culprits. The Governor authorized its use and only the 
2overnor or I operated it. And we did so only for the intended purpose; 
gathering information about Mr. Harvey's activities." 

Smythe stopped Jeremy; something he would not normally do. 

‘let me better understand, This thing 18 called an .. exchange.,.what?" 

"synthesizer; an exchange synthesizer," 

The word was aifficult for Smythe to say. "OK, so with it, I think I 
understand it's possible to simply connect-Into any phone in this countrys; 
and eaves drop on that line?” 

Jeremy picked it up again. 

That's almost correct. Actually, if the synthesizer is physically 
‘located here on Grand Turk, it can only work with phones served by this 
exchange. You have to move it to Portobello, for example, to do the same 
thing there.” 

"Vou can do this without going to the telephone office?" 

"ves. When we were gathering information on Mr. Harvey, we did so from 
here at Waterloo.” 

Smythe was growing irritated. 

"? don't like the sound of this at all! First we have people cunning 
wires all over the telephone exchange so they can listen as enow your cell me 


there Is a plece of test equipment that accomplishes the same thing from 
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this very office?" 

EES oe 

Smythe stopped pacing and folded his hands before his chest. 

"Please continue,” 

"Vea, well. As you might understand, the exiatence of this piece of 
equipment was a matter of national security. Two engineers from London, who 
brought it, plus Robin Lewster knew about {t at Cable and Wirless. For our 
part, only the Governor, myself...and oh yes, the Chief Secretary knew about 
it." Jeremy had decided not to mention Mindy or John Burnside. 

"rt am listening” urged Smythe. 

"when T met with Mr. Dornfield today, he asked me about et 

"What it...this exchange thing?” 

"precisely. He asked me about the exchange synthesizer.” 

Standfield wasted no time reacting, 

"Those bastards at Cable and Wireleass they told him!" 

His words hung in the air while each considered that possibility. The 
Governor now spoke, 

"Actually, I had the same first reaction, And 1 called Lewster on the 
carpet with the same accusation. Gentlemen, I do not believe Lewster nor 
anyone else at at the telephone company told Dornfield about this.” 

Smythe had an opinion. 


"rl must agree. Dornfield scares Lewster's bladder dry. No, that is an 


improbable connection, So f{ am afraid, and I dislike saying this, that you" 


pointing at the Governor, "vou" pointing at the AG “or our Chief Secretary 
spilled the beans." 


Standfield sprung to life. 
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mand technology has just upgraded the science of wire tapping. Now anyone 
with the exchange sythesizer can tap any pee phone at will. Gone is all 
evidence of physical tapping, gone is any need for a person to be a 
telephone company employee. My God, with thie you could sit here in the 
privacy of this office and listen to Mr. Smythe or myself ail day long every 
day and we'd never know it!” 

The Governor had worried this might be their reaction, He could feel 
Standfield contriving the alarm, but sooner or later It would have come out, 

"“Centlomen! Please. Let us not get the cart before the horse. Can we 
return to the original problem; Mr. Dornfield mentioned this to our atharneéy 
general, Regardless of how he knew, and I assure you none of us told a soul, 
we are facing a lambasting in the paper this coming weekend none of us 
wants.” 

Standfield wag not through. 

"Today's exotic test Instrument becomes tomorrow's $99.95 Radio Shack 
ee I think the least ye can ask 18 Some assurance that Cable and 
Wireless, or the telephone company that replaces them, can put a stop to 
thie te 

It was now getting far afield and the Governor NAdeT ON elon sce 

"Mr, Standfield, your point its well taken, T assure you the AG and I are 
no less concerned than you. But this must be a matter for another day. We 
won't solve this one here, now, On the other hand, we might figure something 
out about Dornfileld.” 

Smytbe found bimeelf now believing the Governor was correct. Dornfield's 
report had to be stopped, ‘at any cost’, Actually, what he was thinking 


about was just as illegal as telephone tapping; agfire. 
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"Tr we can't supress Dornfield's story, what are our chances of taking 
matters into our own hands?" 

"Such as?" wondered the Governor, 

"Yell, I understand the Portobello fire department did a magnificent job 
of arresting the apartment fire before It Bot out of hand. Perhaps they 
could use a bit more practice?” 

The Governor bolted from his chair, 

"T am going to pretend I didn't hear you say that! Mr. Smythe, you are 
the Chief Minister of thie country, sir!” 

Smythe folded his hands behind tis back; a signal. And took several steps 
packwarda from the Governor. ‘Yes’ he smiled ‘and I intend to stay the Chiet 
Minister. ' 

"Very well, but aceidenta do happen. if the RBritiah can't control the 


ud 


events that threaten to engulf all of us, well ... 


Charles Sentt turned slowly looking up at Avery. that's the end of the 
») first envelope's contents, T must say, I am impressed. Josh did a lot of leg 
work at the U.N., apparently after Bill...lett Portobello. 2 think that 
pretty well answers for us how he felt about this continuing, even with Bill 
One 

Avery's eyes Were Locked ina distant atere. Finally he spoke. 

"That man was very unselfish" he began, tears welling in his eyes. “He 
knew he was approaciring the end of his own life, yet look what he did for 
us. I am very moved...” 

Neither man spoke for several more minutes, And finally Avery said “No 


matter how insecure I feel about our ability to handle this, the words you 
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have just read give me strength, Right this minute, T know it will works I 
know we can do it. My God is telling me I must do this.” 

And he continued, "Yes, it will be done. But it may be the most difficult 
task T have undertaken in my lifetime.” 

Avery turned and took Charies' hand; staring intently at the jawyer's 
face, Charles’ eyes now found ivery’s. 

"vour health, how is it?" Avery asked. 

Charles took a deep breath and anawered , 

"Tt have a physical, a thorough one at the Cleveland Clinic, each year. I 


an 61 and counting. So far I've escaped all of the common male diseases and 


” 


T awake each morning Filled with piss and vinegar. I think we can get at 
least fonr or five more years out Ce aie DOUYs © 

Avery shook his head in agreement, He had never known Charles ta be sick 
or bedridden in the ten years ov Portobello. But the sudden lose of Bill, 
and the not entirely unexpected Loss of Joshua were preying on PLUM. Oa.) vat 
la one thing to be a partnerships quite something elee to suddenly be alone’ 
he thought. 

"T think I am ready to deal with the second envelope; shall we?" 

Charles pulled bis hand out of Avery's grip and reached for the unopened 
brown envelope. Two piles were laid side by aide and Charles began to read 
From the first pages. 
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Chapter Twenty Five 

Dornfield's first edition of the new year went together rapidly following 
Jeremy's departure. Todd, Benjamin's son, came in to operate the darkroom 
facility and already more than a third of all page flats were 
photographed and in negative form. At this rate they would be finished with 
all 48 pages by midnight. 

His last story to be written was the complicated inter-woven affair 
tovolving Cable and Wireless, Harvey and the death of Stubbs. Benjamin had 
decided to banner headline the front page with the original accusations 
against the British made by the CM, running this story in the far right hand 
column. A photo of the burned remains of the apartment was spread across two 
columns with a stock photo of the CM to its right. Related stories of the 
death of Stubbs, the disappearence of Harvey and an explanatory piece 
describing wire tapping at work would run vertically down the columns below 
the photos. 

The actual paste up flats no longer went to Miami; he had experienced far 
too many problems with type moving on flats or actually falling off during 
transit to continue shipping bulky artboard to Miami. Rather, by completing 
the paste up and photographing one page at a time, he reduced the bulk to a 
third by shipping a negative for each page, This also sped up the printing 
process because now the printer could combine the pages making up a press 
run, strip the negatives together, and burn offset plates in a single step. 
This alone often amounted to saving a full day in turn around time 

The completed negatives, with curt instructions attached, went inside of 

Ay nog 
a canvass art bag of the style used by artists to convey partially finished 


or completed renderings from place to place. Benjamin elther gave the hand 
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carry bag to a passenger traveling from Portobello to Miami, to be met by a 
representative from the printer at the exit of Miami Customs, or he carried 
it himself when he found a companion need to travel to South Florida. All of 


this fell into a familiar pattern as the evening wore on. 


Lionel Ashworth had led a charmed life. Many considered him to be a 
bridge between Turks and Caicos generations. Now a man of 55, Ashworth had 
been a politician, a fisherman, a plumber, an refrigeration system repairman 
and a sailor in the American merchant marine. A large man given to consuming 
huge meals four or five times each day, he had once served as Minister of 
Education for the islands; a singularily astonishing feat for a man who 
could neither read nor write beyond his own signature. 

Ashworth had been a political activist in the mid to late 70's; a period 
of transition when the British first experimented with allowine natives in 
the islands to assume a limited degree of self government. Ashworth was on 
occasion charismatic and had learned all of the pass words to political 
success of that era; words such as ‘independence’, 'freedom' and phrases 
like ‘throw out the British slave masters’. His own lack of formal education 
was not a deterrent to political success; the constituents he served from a 
poor backwater section on Grand Turk generally could not read Aor write 
either. 

Ashworth followed one creed with religious fanatacism; ‘do unto others 

Del chu 
before they do unto you.’ It was during his party's absence from power in 
the early 1980s that he fine-tuned this creed to include fire. A British 
begun inquiry into alleged nepotism during the GDP rule of the late 70s had 


culminated in sealed indictments against a number of then GDP politicians; 
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Ashworth included. The results were to be announced on a Monday morning. 
Late on the evening preceding the scheduled announcement a mysterious 
fire devasted the government's ancient wooden building housing all official 
records of the inquiry; as well as the philatelic division of government. 

The records destroyed, the Monday indictments were never made public; 
Ashworth and others within the party had breathed easier for a few days. 

Then a second British inquiry had been launched; this one Into the fire 
itself. After two years of gathering statements and evidence, the Brits 
came to the conclusion there was ‘significant circumstantial evidence’ 
against various members of the GDP including, again, Ashworth. But there was 
no direct evidence to link the politicians to the fire. 

The second British query finally released its decision; this time from 
the safety of London where they felt records were more protectable. In those 
findings, Lionel Ashworth was deemed ‘inappropriate as a future elected 
leader' and summarily barred from ever again running for public office. 

When Smythe led the GDP to victory in 1988, Ashworth was behind the 
scenes guiding the campaign. Although he could not himself run for office, 
nothing stopped his influencing those who did run nor in creating a spoils 
system for himself immediately following the election. 

Lionel Ashworth was considered *amusing** and *entertaining® by the whites 
who knew him. His recollection of island history, frequently sprinkled with 
anecdotes shaped by his own many biases, were especially popular with ex- 
pats who believed a friendship with Lionel was a passport to fewer hassles 
for their own lives in the islands. Lionel was best known for his 
‘ohildren'; he claimed to have fathered 57 and asserted he would proceed to 


procreate no less than one for each new year of his life. If the number of 
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children was not noteworthy, his plan for each child was. 

‘tT have childs in 28 countries’ he would explain. “Each child to be 
politician. When time proper, each of my childs take over own country and 
they proclaim me King!" 

"Kine?' first time listeners would ask. King of what?" 

King of world, of course!" 

No-one ever accused Lionel of being a man who lacked vision, 

Lionel spent New Year's night devouring several pounds of lobster and 
fresh fish at Fast Eddie's restaurant; a gathering spot for people on the 
edge of politics, and the law, on Portobello. A late afternoon telephone 
call from Grand Turk had alerted him to a special meeting that evening. 
His ample belly full, he was ready to meet with the messenger coming from 
the nation’s capital. To those around him, he had been proclaiming all 
evening |'when 1 finish eating, I take my boat fishing?’." Bach person in Fast 


Rddie's that evening had heard him say this at least three times. 


"Good morning; it is 7 4M and this ig the WIV first edition news for 
fuer 200 
Wedresdey, January mM, 1990. 

"The seaond apartment building fire in four days roared through the 
Central Square complex on Leeward Highway early this morning. The building, 
owned by a company headed by David Whitebourn, was virtually leveled in the 
rear apartment and office sections. Shops to ther ront, Gincludingéstop. 
Shop, suffered smoke and water damage. With the first light of dawn, EOlACe. 
and fire rescue personnel began digging through the rubble looking for 
possible fire victims. 


"The fire began in an apartment at the south end of the building, 
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directly above the offices of the Turks and Caicos Islands Gazette 
newspaper. When fire fighters arrived, just after 3 AM, the entire top floor 
and approximately half of the downstairs was engulfed in flames. Several 
dozen people living in the upstairs apartments had evacuated before firemen 
arrived and the fire department concentrated on preventing the spread of 
fire to the commercial shops in the Peony cocoa. 

"As of this newscast neither the fire nor police departments will venture 
any statements as to the cause of fire. The buildings were of cement block 
construction with wooden floors, inside wall partitions and roof. The scene 
this morning is of smoldering water soaked remains hanging precariously 
between charred block walls with personnel slowly prodding through the 
debris searching for bodies. 

"Chief Minister Orville Smythe announced late yesterday his government 
Will replace Minister of Natural Resources Lawrence Harvey with a new 
appointee as soon as next Monday. Minister Harvey, according to Smythe's 
office, has requested a leave of absence from his ministerial post because 
of the press of personal business activities. One source has told WIV news 
Harvey left the country this past Sunday for Hal 

"More island news after this message from Turks and Caicos National 
Airlines." 

Lionel Ashworth sat on the rear deck of his 28 foot cabin cruiser sippin: 
on a cup of coffee while Listening to the morning news. Two companions, 
young Haitian men in their early 208, piloted the boat and stood watch at 
the bow to warn of coral heads in their path. Ashworth had boarded the boat 


just after 3 AM, and without running lights it quietly stole away from Sout 
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Dock heading southwest. When the first morning rays broke the night 
darkness, ‘Freedom IV' lay just west of the uninhabited island of West 
Caicos. In the fish box were nearly a dozen recently caught Snapper, Grouper 
and one Barracuda;, some still thrashing about craving thelr own freedom. 

"Drop anchor!" Lionel ordered. With the swells firrom the northwest, 
Freedom IV would shortly point into the waves and lay with its stern 
pointing towards the southern tip of West Caicos. 

Moments later, the boat snug to the anchor line, he issued his second 
order; "Break out lines!" Two rods with reels and lures attached came out of 
the cabin and went into the water to the southeast. The boat was positioned 

MIA 
just outside the steep wall under the surface where a line of coral reefs 
separated the 15 foot shallow water from the 600 foot drop off. This was 
where Lionel did his best fishing. 

Thirty minutes after his lures went into the water, the first chartered 
fishing boat of the day, loaded with hopeful white tourists, should poke its 
nose around the tip of northwest point and head towards Freedom IV. When it 
arrived and dropped its own anchor, Lionel would show off the fish box 


filled with catches and brag how good fishing had been, just after midnight. 


Benjamin Dornfield slept in, missing the 7 AM first edition news. Shortly 
before 8 there was an anxious knock on his door. Benjamin ignored the racket 
at. first, only partially conscious he had a visitor. 

"Benjamin, wake up! It's Manny. Benjamin...I know you're in there, Get. 
Up 

Twenty-five year old Manuel Morgan was too inexperienced to realize how 


he and his NDC party leaders were being used by Dornfield. Outspoken, 
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ageressive, and smart, Manny had taken over the national party leadership of 
the ‘loyal opposition’ following the aftermath of the arrest of former CM 
Nat Simpson. Dornfield's paper had backed Smythe and company in the 
election, but within a year Dornfield was carping at the GDP on nearly every 
issue. He and Manny had formed a friendship based upon their mutual distrust 
and hate for Smythe's politics and now Dornfield eagerly sought out Morgan's 
opinion for print whenever he wanted the paper to blast Smythe or his 
cronies. Morgan's inexperience was such that Dornfield knew just exactly how 
to pull his strings; Dornfield could get Morgan all worked up over an issue 
and then quote or partially quote Morgan's reactions as a tool to attack 
Smythe and the GDP. Morgan genuinely believed Dornfield was going to back he 
and his party in the 1992 elections; he was of course wrong on CLUS OUI « 
Dornfield had his own political party in mind, and for now, Morgan was 
nothing more than a tool to make the GDP look as bad as possible. when the 
time arrived for Dornfield's party to announce, Morgan too would feel the 
onslaught of attacks from Dornfield’s pen. 

vu "Who's that?" Dornfield called out sleepily. 

a "Tt's Manny...let me in, hurry!" 


he 


& 
 ) ot pee} we / ; 
Oasy one Dornfield glanced at the bedside alarm clock; (7:55 AM, 


. a . "OK, just a minute" he grumbled pulling on a pair of trousers over boxer 
Sw A 
~ ’ eS Ay : : : | 
S tO shorts and stumbling towards the duplex's front door. 
4 Qy 
aay Al 4 Sa * : ; 4 
Na "\ fire, another fire!” Manny was shouting: "and you are really not going 
J 


to like this one!” 


Dornfield swung the door open still groggy from sleep. Manny pushed past 
him and into the kitchen. 


"No coffee?” he demanded searching the counter top forra Cul 
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"Hey mon, I just get up. You woke me. Now what's this about another 
fire?" 

Manny liked to be the first to tell news; it went with his own concerns 
that at 25 he was too young to be as successful as he already was. He needed 
to have people tell him he was bright and capable. It reassured him, That 
was the big reason he liked Dornfield; each issue of the paper quoted his 
thoughts on some important issue and Dornfield was his mouthpiece, Dornfield 
made him look important, and smart. 

"vour office has burned down" he blurted out. “A total...” 

"Jesus Christ!" Dornfield almost never took the lord's name in vain. 
"Tell me more!” 

"Tt started around 3 this morning, in the apartment above your office. 
Every apartment on the top floor, most of your floor burned to rubble. There 
is nothing left; nothing!" 

How dida co stant?" 

"They don't know yet. And there could be deaths; police and fire people 
are all over it right now searching the remains. And your office...well, 
it will be a while before you publish a paper again!” 

‘Perhaps’ thought Dornfield. He looked to the kitchen table; ‘yes, there 
is the canvas bag; at least the next issue will be on time.’ "Do you still 
have your 35 millimeter camera in your car?” 

"Yes, but why?” 

"All of my cameras are...were in the office. Give me a minute to throw on 


some clothes and let's get down there!" 


Govenor and Mindy Burnside had awoke at their usual 6:58 to catch the 
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first edition news. Martin said not a word as he listened to the reports but 
when the news broke for a commercial, he headed straight to his office and 
telephoned the AG. Mindy was right behind him and stood outside his door, 
fearful he might suffer a repeat of Sunday's hyper-tension, 

He and the AG talked for ten minutes and Burnside then sat in his office 
chair alone for nearly 30 more minutes. Mindy brought him hot tea and a 
sweet roll but thought better of disturbing him with more than a warm kiss 
LOmweaLorenicad. 

Finally the Governor reached for a telephone and dialed a Portobello 
number. 

"Burgess here," 

"Avery, Governor Burnside." 

"Security?" 

"Yes, please” and both scrambling units switched on in near unison. The 
Governor spoke first. 

"T often wondered" he began "why with your intense interest in business 
you never went into the insurance field, Now I think I know why.” 

Avery was smiling to himself but his voice didn't show it. 

"Nire insurance rates in particular will probably sky rocket here.” 

"Haye you seen it?" 

"No, not yet. Alton is down looking now and will bring me back a 
videotape. I try to stay away from crowds as I am sure there are.” 

Burnside sipped on his tea which was now cooling rapidly inspite of 
Mindy's handknit cozy that wrapped the pot. 

"T don't suppose, then, you have any idea how it might have started?” 


"Not. yet, but I can't say as I will be too unhappy that a certain 
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publisher may be out of business for awhile,” 

The Governor's top teeth sunk into his lower lip. He didn't realize he 
was doing this to himself until there was pain. 

"Yes, quite. Frankly Avery, that the paper office burned is very 
concerning to me." 

Burgess was taken back. He knew the Governor had no love for either the 
Peper moor US publisher. si da think he'd be delighted’ he thought to 
himself. 

"T’'m afraid I don't understand that statement...” 

"Look, in the past 24 hours there have been some ...well, expressions 
from certain quarters about burning down the paper office. I didn’t take 
them as seriously as perhaps I might have. Now it is an accomplished fact, 
Voller’ 

Avery was now even more intrigued. He could think of a number of people 
or concerns who would be pleased if the newspaper never returned. ‘Including 
the Governor!’ he thought to himself. 'But who, in the last day or so, would 
suggest a fire for the newspaper?' 

"TF you are asking me to help you find who did it, I'm afraid I can't be 


much help ... unless you care to give me more background." 


Actually, the Governor didn't care to do this. ‘Perhaps in person' he 
r 
a 

thought , "but never on this damned telephone. ' no my 

4 P F : 5 Z ny W WY | 

You remember , of Co ye fire that burned down the philatelte |’ y 

ie 

building?" 

"Yes," 


"TI don't suppose you could find out for me whether a certain individual 


now living on Portobello might have been on the island...at say 3 AM this 
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morning?" 

"Lionel Ashworth,’ thought Avery, correctly. ‘Almost everyone believed him 
responsible for the Grand Turk government building fire.’ 

"Yes, I believe I can do that. But why him?” 

"T'm afraid that must wait until I see you in person; suffice to say 
there is a connection between my request and the threat I heard yesterday, 
Ohp Avery?" 

"Yes?" 

"Tt didn't mean to overlook this ...how are you feeling?" 

Burgess took an extra breath. ‘If he really wanted to know how I was, he 
might have called yesterday. ' 

"T'm fine now; probably just some bad fish. Our government health 
inspector is not doing as good a job as I would ike,’ he answered, knowing 
full well the Governor's office was already under pressure on this issue. 

"Ah yes; I agree. And I’m pleased you are better. Will you call when you 
know something?” 

"Ves, of course: Good day.” 

"Cheerio," 

Burnside sat reflecting on the call. He almost forgot to switch off the 
scrambler unit but finally remembered. ‘Maybe Avery's health is not all that 
good’ he considered, ‘and he certainly did not sound his usual self. | 


) 


wonder if there is something else there?’ 


4 crowd of perhaps 100 gathered around the fire truck and two police 
vehicles when Morgan pulled his Mercedes 220 sedan to a stop behind several 


cars. He noticed Alton Burgess videotaping the remains and WIV newsman 
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Robert Manchester talking with a portable recorder to a police officer. 

Dornfield sat in stunned silence inside the car. He had expected damage 
but nothing close to what he now saw. His hands went through the familiar 
mechanical act of removing a roll of color film Manny had in his camera and 
reloading a roll of fast black and white carried in his pocket. Then he 
flipped the camera over resetting the automatic exposure control for ASA 400 
speed filn. 

“Come on Ben, the competition is getting the jump on Youle 

Morgan ran to the passenger side, threw open the door and pulled 
Dornfield from the car. His feet on the ground, all of the familiar trained 
instincts came back; he began trotting towards his old office area, the 
camera bouncing against his chest. 

What he saw was devastating. Not a shred of paper was Santee and tons 
of water reduced the charred scrap to a soupy mess. He could pick out pieces 
of familiar utensils; the composing machine, a cherished manual typewriter 
he first bought in Nassau, the melted remains of his drafting table frame 
and file cabinets scorched or melted into piles of rubble. His reflexes were 
pointing the camera, adjusting the focus and snapping the shutter. 

A ladder against the roof of a nearby unburned storage building invited 
him to climb higher for a better overall picture. Manny watched as Dornfield 
did all of the things a trained journalist is supposed to do. After ten 
shots, he was back down the ladder. 

"Come on; let's get some statements; and he headed for the policeman 
Still talking with WIV's Manchester. He caught the end of the conversation. 

"We now done search; there no bodies. Nobody die, nobody get hurt. We 


very lucky." Manchester thanked the man and moved away, not quite sure how 
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he should interview Dornfield about the loss of his newspaper. 

The policeman was nervous in front of the WIV recorder; he was now glad 
to see Dornfield. He could handle a newspxaper interview much better, 

"Lieutenent” Benjamin began “how long before we will know how it 
Started?" 

"How it start? I tell you now where it start. How it start...maybe many 
days; maybe never." 

"Where did it start?" 

The policeman pointed his finger directly above the rubble of the 
newspaper office. 

"People say fire start there. Nobody in apartment, it empty. It start 
above your office.” 

Dornfield made a mental note to find out who last occupied the apartment. 

“And nobody was hurt?" 

"We very lucky; not even fireman.” 

A new vehicle, a brown colored van, was pulling up behind Manny's 
Mercedes. A woman climbed out while a man stayed inside. She walked hurridly 
towards Dornfield, Morgan and the policeman. 

"Ben...Benjamin, may I speak with you?" she called. Dornfield turned 
instantly recognizing the voice. His face froze in amazement when he 
confirmed with his eyes the identity of the voice. 

"Why yes...ahh, excuse Td an and he walked over to the 
woman who had moved slightly to be out of earshot of Morgan and the 
policeman. 

"How bad is it?" she began. "I heard on the radio...” 


Benjamin moved his feet nervously. They had a pact; ‘never...not ever 
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»-.0@ Seen talking in public!’ 
"Total, I’m afraid. There is nothing to salvage." 
she glanced over his shoulder and could see for herself nothing paper, 


wooden or light metal survived. Her hand moved to wipe a tear away from a 


—— 


"Oh my God.,.I am so sorry. This is just terrible.” Then she smiled a 
reassuring smile. "But, there is insurance; I'll call Nathan Bolston right 
away. I'm sure your mind is not ready for this...but how long will it take 
to get replacement equipment?" 

She was right; he had not even begun to consider this step. He hadn't 
even realized that she would have insurance on at least the major pieces of 
equipment. ‘Of course she would...she is Miss Polly...’ he thought. 

“Several weeks I imagine. The big loss is the files, the thousands of 
photographs, all of the type set records." 

"But this is Wednesday morning...the next issue of the paper? Wasn't 
eee 

He smiled and she could tell at least this news was going to be good. 

"Good luck. I finished it about midnight and had the negatives with me at 
home; all 48 pages, I guess I'll take them out myself now, and up there I 
can get a last minute story inserted about the fire here.” 

Polly was visibly relieved; she knew the financial importance of this 
first-of-year issue, Without thinking she stepped forward and hugged him: 
Benjamin was flustered because he knew many people were watching. 

“OK; she said dabbing more tears from her face, You write that you will 


be back in business in not less than two weeks and we'll spend what we have 


to making that happen. Agreed?” 
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This lady never failed to amaze him. If he didn't know better from 
personal experience, he would believe native tales that she had huge 
testicals hanging between her legs. 

His back to the onlookers he winked at Polly and smiled. 

"You find out about insurance and I'll get us into Dance one tanec. One it 
you can pull a few strings...I may have some difficulty getting on Pan Am at 
this late hour." 

"Done. Your tickets will be in the agency office by 10." She winked—at 


QASUSTCA Kee 
him-through{designer sunglasses and turned to walk back to her van. 


Dornfield watched her climb into the van and now noticed the face of a 
young white man in the passenger compartment. He was expecting strong 
questions from Morgan when he turned around and wasn't ready with an answer 
yet. Polly started the van, rolled down the window and waved. He waved back 
as she pulled out of the parking lot. 

Morgan was at his shoulder before he could turn. 

"What in the hell...was that all about? You two acted like old friends!" 

Dornfield knew this had better be good; perhaps just a white lie? 

"Mrs. Conner is very upset about the fire. She really was concerned about 
my losing the newspaper." 

Morgan's eyes said he wasn't buying any of this. 

"Honestly. She even offered me help if I needed it. I told her she could 
help by getting me a ticket on Pan Am today." He almost started to explain 
that he still had the negatives for this week's paper, but something told _ 
him not to do this. 

Morgan now partially believed. "Well, will wonders never cease. If that 


had been her dead husband, I'd believe the offer of help. But for her to 


468 


A 
; 
- 
By 
Lm | 
i 
. » 4 
if i J 
: 
7 
4 
4 = 
' 
} 
4 
— 
a 
eve) 
\ i 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
, 
1 
i 
i 4 
. oT 
47% : 
A ce ie 
,  ] 
i? 
i | 


wre 


f 


f p ; peor } iv - 4 eA se ; ald “8 
GAY OC yD GOS OER RRR eae x4 birch, BF 


rain Es ae ; 6bD3 ii, cnt my re ai te passion 94 ated: a 


S 
: « 
" 
i 
1 
2 
ae 
‘ 4 
= 7% 
¥ 
) 
1 
4 
m. 
{ 
eo | 
phe 


“et EP ABEN( Y 


fi - cf Ne | % :: Al 
*ehih ert TT. hie ts. ; he ke so 
is Jes eaies erly ea, ova is } ii pew mat snout erne ina” 


mavag %! dean con wr “sonaE ne wa. Sei ite iad sats 


eemitiow, Litw be shoved, Cle 
q tae 1g, 10% enty evehiod ie peas 


: y 5 at A : as 
oe rea is wv at es f ri 
can jeavatod mangas 7 aot te: 
+ 
A : f ‘ a ; al dl . | 0 7 a 
here ViLOd 6 OSEniw @ MT beg alin eit ‘ 08 wae, ee: et 
: y ' ty 
4 3 i i : 
lub sare a ‘Preata tit? pd “4 ae 
tf LS, TGS i is SOG rw Jue ie eC bit nf ‘aay a 
; | ; ; 
r , 
r * Sy ‘ i puted 
ea Dy SMe BY af rmrtage Pet eg dry tat LAO = ot 
Ly P 4 
ert ees 1, Ramen ey 
i P| YP Pere oe it oe ney 
i 4 hy 1h oh q Ding! A al u's ee an , 
s brace ce Ae ve i 
Ly 
p , * “7% rune gin at fet ir 
ag a 1a " \ ‘e Loe +R ry ' cy yeu 
~ fa " ; 
2 ie 
} = i i. 
RewOlY are ee leght ae eRe Oo as ary 
2 1 
nt 
A ot ; ik : } 4a 4 ‘ fi n : 4 ry of 1 WES fod, et Phy ‘nad r Pe ANY) 
j ' Ne at by ai 
; hws fab i f ya] ne ea : Q iu y Jey 
u 5 : : f pe s oo , he 
d 2). YL RO We ed Ey tre, aS 
¥ i 4 y : 
; ‘ ark : a pe 
:’. & uaat wl, eet i Syeary fe nits a Pad {Fr ote ae on ge Pr a 
4 mee é 7 ag 
vii om ! pul ott) ang’ Per P 
c F i . : : i , 
cee Loe aol gelled: Bek ee eae Di ae” 
1 an r A Ni , | a Ne 


sky a ” i a *) a f " roe dpseye Be pay ic ; 
EM ey abi Jin a al at Heteol, Yat 
“ : ea F ch rene ee ee 1 ap . oa ee Rte 
Lid Bop Rite Sei se EE weit Ree aS be FP ve 
wet " rc i a , i ni: r 


hefimeny Te Hath ak ba ana HO. poe Here: sect 


ice 


OL ee ie pee OR 0 nor nt 


ive, crustal 
eh 
gat 

' é ra 

i = i 

t 

a yas y 

7 7 
i a La 


pu 


ee 


® 


want to help ... well, maybe there's some hope for the white folks 


afteralli" 
Dornfield wanted out of the conversation as fast as possible. 
"Let me get some more pictures; then, can I go to your office to use a 


typewriter? I want to get some copy written on this." 


Alton Burgess had just finished videotaping the burned out building for 
his father when he saw Pauline Conner's van enter the driveway. He turned 
his camcorder in her direction and the tape continued to roll as she got out 
of the vehicle and walked towards the three men. He cont Inued to keep her in 
focus when Benjamin joined her and then both were full framed in his 
viewfinder for as long as they talked. He could see Mrs. Conner'’s lips 
moving in his lens but couldn't hear the conversation. When they finished 
talking Alton pushed the pause button and made one more round of the 
building. At the rear, only one policeman was present at the far end. Alton 
began poking in the debris which had settled into the newspaper office: 
debris which included both the burned remains of the upstairs apartment y’ 
andy the rear room of the paper office. 

Something caught his eye; he pushed the pause button to restart the 
machine and refocused the lens on a pile of rags at his feet. That they had 
not burned was the first thing that Interested him. Intense heat had been 
present; the rags, of the type used in a machine shop to clean up grease and 
oll, were fused together. 

‘No telling how many were here Creates he thought. With the camcorder 
still running he bent over to touch the charred, fused pile. 


"This is a pile of rags I find along the back ...ahh, eastern wall of the 
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newspaper office” he began, for the benefit of the camcorder microphone. “It 


didn't burn completely,’ and he touched it with his hands. Now he could see 
why; the rags were so soaked with machine or engine oil they had actually 
resisted burning. But the surface ... "the surface of these rags is flash 
burned, as if there was intense but brief heat. The Inside fibers are so 
soaked with heavy oil, they never reached combustion temperature." 

He stood up again, tape still running. Refocusing on the rags at his feet 
he traced a path with the camera lens to directly above; straight into the 
teetering remains of a stainless steel sink still clamped to the wall by the 
plumbing, although the cabinet where it was mounted was mostly burned away. 

Alton's attendence at Florida State University had included a voluntary 
two years with the Naval ROTC. His father had suggested this experience 
would serve him well in later years. Now here was the first dividend of that 
period of his life. 

"As a fire control trainee in Naval BES he began aloud for the 
microphone, "1 learned how it is possible to set a fire using oil soaked 
rags. I also learned how the rags often don’t themselves burn, especially if 
they are splashed with gasoline at the same time. It seems to me this fire 
may have begun up pee still holding the camera beneath the Suet aie after 
it spread through the apartment, and the floor below burned away, these rags 

(PY Ay 
fell down here to the newspaper office®  panaine his aes down the wall to 
the pile of rags. 

He then panned the camera across the newspaper office from his rear 
vantage point, and pushed the pause button once again. Out of the corner a8 


his eye he could see Lieutenent LaSarde and Dornfileld walking his way. As 


soon as they disappeared behind the block wall of the building, Alten took 


470 


i? od os. #E see ‘ooh tia: Yer rtaneng wes 09 wed frie abs ite 
etd weryt. eo, tio reyes ag ora Bact: trode branes writs ei 7 ; 


cd. on tH Eee ie mryOR buts ooidant romana ne tuto vat 7” ce = 


a ve — 1a. © 


¢ ‘ 
1 7? 
Ae 
44 
' haute . q 
; \ ay, , — a” : 
: : an “le iz 7 
+e? TY MERS xy im) Bi rs 7 Uh sf) ar? 1) te ma af ad wale | yeu *f a Le 
* , j \ Winn 
vo" sheet MA Ite 1k belay Al dee ssestiant trod 7 rain 
. s 7 mes | , 
5 enfant ma =f ) isie@ wane rie ee. 2, iat 
: F ; 
4 
wie Tee oe .. Soe rrae & i) 208 se peau? ta teas ee oh 
‘ : ia 
+ ra “Pee 4 be 
» ae Cyan Varn RAS. AG otngirt LF on hehone 
; ' rea 
; eo th a 
; 5 : ta a oe. © eae Baas 
Rat V EMO: rR ey =) roves. ia ue? iT? DaLAGOR ’ 
wee 1 id > : ; Al aly uy Fy fie ee i 
2 os —- 
Sis ey ‘old a ew Cee Bea Se 
/ 
; i Go. } ; rence’ ‘Gite Pes qs 
we £ 
a | p af at P A : — Te 2 - wie oy 
eh hae eat ia t WS STi te | va tonite ae ie 5 emesis) Lay 
) — y ie 
‘ee. 4 } 4 4 mae q fe ‘ - ; 6 
i) 
if To pr gure pe) = he f wee ay . want | i af 4 ai a i 7 t wy OW J 
, : J 
2 t yy : te AG 
> ‘yeh! \ Lia =) 39 tia LAS FOCI 7 ted f AL 
"th 5 ? ; x 
; ' ' 
‘ ¢¢54 i L iy ‘ $3: Lin & 
j ¢ ee) ee Y rT eal 
a aly \ a Vi. : ™ 5 kerel td ' ‘ oe yaes 
t k ft cat ac le Bi 
% f " f ‘a Ph Pi On i= i 2 -! i 4 Sowa ; 
a ‘ 
a" re ” 
Met ? f F ioe { ST See ie i" a | hi } on. 'y a, Pm | 
a, 1 r 


” ; ‘ hie pin er , te ea) cae i : AY 
(ose iF) , yi aa i Lue eae il Pvt Th ad ik - Ov Mo 1 a ph *g A Be Le Kel th Yenie 


i = = 


a ed OWES OE LG RE eS ti in Bs yea 
: by as 
‘i f ‘. ay, t ° , fi 
r wits ter ag) ! Ay Pee Marti ‘sty of ae ee vyly sage Be 
te i eal & ot eke Bia + on wi T° Dies ie 4 AL yO, tae ti “ 
x jhe 4 a i : ; 


aS 


oi ORS eet te eae te eee aa 


fy * 


‘i 
of 


is. te f00 "itege song iG Fay sa odd Cd tttee sncanay 5S 


w! ra a4 ' 


eqith thud acts. ao Slow. W008 a 


+ i pati 
' ie ws ie 
inion 
j > 
1 i r t 
am, W 
Le 
‘ m 9 
c; 4 
‘ye a he oy a x 
A ly - 
‘ } : : 
aM Tee ered 
oY os ry) ae 


his foot and pushed cinders over the pile of rags. 'Now they won't be easily 


seen' he thought to himself. And he began walking back to his car. 


The sports fishing boat Island Pride had six tourists on board this 
morning. Captain Alan Pennault was taking a day off from his normal scuba 
diving business because he needed a break. After 15 years on Portobello, he 
knew all of the fishing holes from both above and below the water line, He 
was not pleased when, after rounding northwest point, he detected a boat at 
anchor in the best grouper and snapper ‘hole’ on the west side. His anger 
turned to amusement when he had traveled a few more miles; the anchored boat 
was as well known to him as his own two. Lionel was his friend and if Lionel 
was here fishing, well, @this won't be a wasted day!" 

"White man eon ey called a Haitian to Ashworth. The former politician 
was trying to catch a few hours of sleep to make up for his long night. 
Lionel climbed the steps from the cuddy cabin just in time to see Pennault's 
boat slow to a dead stop less than fifty feet to his starboard. 

"Ahoy Lionel...how is the fishing?" called Alan. 

Ashworth smiled to himself; ° the perfect alibi*. He walked to the fish 
box at the stern and threw open the case. 

"ri shing good!" he called back. "Plenty grouper, snapper...” and he held 
up six fish in quick succession. Alan was beaming. 

"How long ago?" 

Lionel smiled broadly. "That's the bad news. Most of these between 
midnight and 4,..but there's plenty more where these come from!” 

"Do you mind if we anchor up here windward of you?" 


"Course not; you have lunch?” 
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Alan laughed and thrust his arm in the air. “Lunch and plenty of beer; 
hollar when you need se Ge and he waved a salute, pulling his boat in a 


tight leeward thrust to get upwind with the bow heading northwest, 


J&eremy McTabbish was beginning to feel like a modern day commuter. For 
the third morning in four days he was stepping out of an airplane on 
Portobello's ramp. 

The AG walked briskly into the terminal building and without diverting 
his eyes went straight to the front entrance. There he Spled a waiting 
police vehicle, 

"Good mornin’, sin" called the Lieutenent. 

"Good day Lieutenent}? this is getting to be a habit!" 

“Yes sir: To the fire?” 

"Yes, please. Tell me what you can." 

The Rover swung out of the restricted parking lane and was making the 
loop past the remainder of the terminal building before heading back into 
town. 

nves Sir. Plenty mess. Firemen arrive late, building badly burned. Search 
for people now done* we not find any." 

Jeremy sighed an audible relief. "Good. Any leads on how it started?” 

Lieutenent LaSarde was beginning to tire of that question. If people 
would stop asking him that, he might actually have some time to do some 
investigation. 

"Noy sir. Big soup. Firemen use plenty water, They empty cistern at Square 
and water from tanker.” LaSarde had never seen anything quite like the 


debris. Because the building had extensive block walls and a concrete floor, 
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the burned remains one ranhce in wet, goo-filled pools all over the 
sonndation A man had to put on boots just to wade through the piles; and 
the police department only had a Re ba aete of boots. It was slow going. 

The two men drove sient ty until they arrived at Central Square. 

The crowd had now sna hediien ti a single policeman was stationed at the site 
and he would leave after Jeremy's inspection. 

"Father, I aos you should look at this now! urged Alton walking into 
Avery's office. The elder Burgess had just completed a series of telephone 
calls searching for Lionel Ashworth. 

"Shut the door," he directed, taking his telephones from the cradles to 
busy the lines. 

Alton was loading the cassette into the VCR. "The building is a total 
loss; Whitebourn will be a year rebuilding. But the really interesting part 
ig here..." and he started the machine to pick up the tape where he had left 
it cued. 

“This is a pile of rags I find along the back, ahh ... eastern wall...” 
began the audio. Avery watched + fascination until it ended. 

"Aeain? May I see it again?" he directed. Alton was pleased his father 
was impressed. The tape re-wound he restarted the play button. But the tape 
had re-wound slightly prior to the cued piece and the screen now showed 
Benjamin and Polly in conversation. Alton reached to fast forward the tape. 

Wait! What's this?" 

"Oh, Just before I left Pauline Conner drove up and Benjamin went to 
speak to her. I guess I was just playing..." 


"Can I see where this started?” 
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"Yes, of course...hold onj' and his hands directed the tape into an on- 
screen reverse mode. 

“There” urged Avery. "Start now." 

The tape showed the vehicle pulling into the lot. Both men watched in 
Silence. At the point Pauline leaned forward and hugged Fe eT he ie 
eyes flashed.-He waited another few seconds, and then “Back it 
Upesemoret..Mmore. CRS now let = it scot” 

He watched the hugging scene a second time. 

‘That's a lady who has hugged this man before; he thought to himself. 
‘He may have been uncomfortable, but she was not. So ... the Governor was 
right. Dornfield does have a wealthy local backer,’ Avery sat silently and 
watched through Alton's monologue a second time. At the end he had a 
question, 

"Those rags ... might somebody else find them?" 

Alton smiled, "No, I think not, I buried them in the debris. Unless they 
go through everything there and look carefully, I don't think they will be 
FOUN Se 

Avery was pleased with the answer. 

"Good. Very good. But it might be best if you went back, when the place 
is deserted later today, and retrieve them. Just be sure that when you do, 
you videotape everything. Tell us you are going back for them, place the 
rags ina plastic bag. I want this documented.” 

Alton understood his instructions clearly, but ... 

"Yes, but I am confused. Shouldn't we bring this to the attention of ..." 
and he couldn't think whom they should tel). 


Avery laughed. 
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"The police? %@" he asked. "Certainly not. Their skills are far below this 
sort of evidence. The fire department?” He laughed again. "There isn't 
anybody there who can even spell fire-man." 

He paused, thinking. "Maybe the Covernor?” That would depend upon how the 
events of the day, and week went. 
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Chapter 26/begun August 16, 1991 
"Mr. Stanfield, you and I have been through lean years together pWhe share 


most of our thoughts. Now I think it time for you to tell me about this Lane 


yvoman. " 
Minister Stanfield and the CM were locked inside the CM's office awaiting 
Byte 


the arrival of Minister Hardgraves. With his arrival they would drive the 


few miles to the Governor's offic 


th 


el Palit ead ba Nal ome" al “ . 
> Stanfield was suffering from aleep los and an ulcer was flaring. His 
own, private, plans te embarrass the CM and force him to resign thereby 
allowing his own ascendency to the Chief Minister post had taken a downturn. 


He had already decided partial truth rather than outright lies would work 


best in this situation. But there was so much he did not understand, aecutr 
ate aituatiaa he feared of each new Iomnent, each new revelation. 


"Alright, I knew Lane was working for Harvey. But I had no idea of the 
extent of their business activity. I simply thought she gathered information 
Cor ert. 2 

PAUNG 6 
Smythe was statktng in his our office, listening intently. 
‘y "Please proceed," 
"oome people felt they owed Mrs. Lane for, well, favours. So we-"! 
"Favours? You mean information she gave yout Or sex? Or both-!! 


"She always wanted to be on top...1I mean...she always tried to place you 


in @ position of owing her something. She is a most difficult woman to say 


Smythe was now wondering whether any minister or top government official, 
ether than himself, had escaped ‘owing' Mra. Lane. Was he all alone in this 


hatter; was every other government official going to be dragged into this 
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mess? How much chance did he have of keeping his party in power if there was 
going to be a sex-scandal touching virtually everyone in government? 

"Christine Keeler" he said aloud. Stanfield caught the name bub it did 
not register for a few seconds. 

Preis not | 

"You didn’t think at all! You, the brightest member of government al lowec 
yourself to be bought by this white woman's favours! If Dornfield pieces 
q>** together" 

Stanfield allowed his caution to slip. "You mean the Benjamin Dornfield 
who had his business burn to the ground this morning!" 

17 

Smythe stopped pacing, err twisted his body to face the minister squarely. 

“Aaah yes ... now we are to the REAL problem. You and I sat at Waterloo 
yesterday afternoon and practically said we vere going to burn Dornfield 
out. And wonder of all wonders, what do I hear on the radio this morning but 
a full report of Dornfield's business having been turned to cinder, You and 
I both know in a half hour we are going to be asked to explain this 
coincidence to the British!" 


gZ 


"Coincidence?" - 


emythe turned avay from his minister ecdcytentced through the dust coated 


Peed AO the street below. A handful of lecalsa lounged under a sickly palm 


ote 


th 


Gs 
/ Sgr 
"You know, I hopeg eer, I had nothing to do with the fire.” 
Stanfield was feeling a bit better. Now he had the CM squirming and for 
the moment the Lane woman was forgotten. 


"Yes, I believe that. But unless somebody comes forward and admits they 


seb the fire, or evidence proves beyond a doubt the fire began on its own, 
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the Governor will go to his grave believing you ordered the fire. You 
suggested the Portohello fire department needed more practice, and, Lionel 
was on the island-" 

"How you know that?" 


calls this morning." 


ih 


"The same way you know it: we both made telephon 
"And Lionel was fishing on his boat-" 
"So it seems, but who's going to testify to that? Two Haitian helpers?" 


Smythe'’s eyes returned to the dirty window. 


\ 


~ "Hardgraves is coming", spotting the Minister crossing the street. "I 
think it best to decide how we will deal with the British question when it 


Leow 


comes, before we aam, " 
Giehalaws 

The se-beocoe guard announced the arrival of the politicians. "Your 
Excellency; Chief Minister Smythe, the Honourable Minister Stanfield and the 
Honourable Minister Hardgraves are here to see you! 

Burnside, AG McTabbish and Chief Secretary Thatcher were waiting in the 
Governor's modest office. Burnside's meeting plan had been hammered out over 
{ Jrenuous objections from the AG who seemed peculiarily intent of steering 
the conversation away from the latest fire. The AG had argued that neither 
side would benefit from a possible revelation of politician involvement in 
the fire. The Governor was just as intent to insure the fires stopped before 
somebody was injured or killed. Privately, he did seis positive 

PING Grape" q 

vould come fromaleveling charges against the CM and his henchmen; but he 
wanted the threat of such charges to remain uppermost in Smythe's mind. 
There was a very fine line here to be walked. 


"Mister Smythe, Mister Stanfield, Mister Hardgraves...", the Governor 
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greeted each one in turn but purposefully clasped them by the elbow rather 
than shaking their hands. The 'Mister' was noticed by Smythe and Stanfield; 
a ‘'demotion' to civilian ranks. 


Seated, each looked about for a leader to speak. The Governor allowed the 
OReNe's 


Silence to last a full 30 seconds and then begaa the meeting. 


"Unlike yesterday's meeting whegd I felt we had achieved a new level of 
¢ % # art vx 


mutual understanding, and cooperation, there is a stigma today vwhrretceress a 


or over this proceeding. Mister Chief Minister, perhaps you would like to 


speak first?" 


sNTePnre® 
Smythe had wepeererd a lecture followed by an inquisition. He was not 


prepared to lead of f the meeting and instantly realized the Governor was 


Prepares 
etry to allow him to dig his own hole. ‘I hope itt is not a burial site’ h 


ee 


ay) 


Stanfield eye's were glued to his shoe, tapping on the worn carpet. 

"The Dornfield fire?" he said, looking directly at Burnside. 

"A good place to start" nodded the Governor. 

5 "Yes, well .... I can appreciate that after what I said in yesterday's 
meeting, the fire that followed must seem to be fulfillment of a prophecy." 
He couldn't think what to say next. The AG tried to help. 

"Was it a coincidence, then?" 

"Yes, totally. I swear to you I had nothing to do with the fire, I did 
not arrange for the fire, and I was as shocked this morning to learn about 
it as you were undoubtedly certain I was implicated. It is a total 
coincidence." 


ry Ne Nye 


His words hung in the air and the ee the silence to linger. 
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"Minister Stanfield, what about you?" Burnside finally said. He wanted 
each man to have his say before he began dressing them down. 

Stanfield had promised his ulcer and himself he would remain as quiet and 
unobtrusive in the meeting as possible. He now realized this would be 


eV 
' difficult attests. ‘I wonder what they would say if I asked to defer any 


Ba ghae ? 
statement until such time as my attorney -eeota be presenty' he pondered. 
He was considering this option when the Governor spoke again. 
> "Minister Stanfield?” 
eet 


"T don't like being here. And I think you are enjoying this immensely. 


You've got three black guys on the carpet for a fire about which I believe 


¢nZn 
we know almost nothing. Do MEU AEM Gy ay evidence this fire was deliberate, 


Ol oe aoe white man's fishing expedition?" 

Now it was the Governor's turn to fidget. He noticed the AG was equally 
uncomfortable. Stanfield seldom drew attention to the black and white 
conflicts of the country, but when he diag his oratory was guaranteed to 
incite te natives @to hostile acts. This was to be avoided: perhaps at all 
Costs. 

% "The fire was neither black nor white; it was destruction of a building 
t 
shade AND | | 
owned by a white investor ee occupied by numerous black businessmen. I 
resent your implication-" 

"And I resent your attempting to make this black government responsible 
for this fire. The Chief Minister has already told you it is an unfortunate 

Wow 
coincidence that he spoke of fire yesterday andes had a fire last night. 
Now, unless you have some firm evidence to the contrary, I say this is a 
dead issue!" 


Silence once again descended over the room. It lasted for more than a 
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minute bub each would later +e kiewe 1b lasted several minutes. 


Avery Burgess seldom explained to Velma where he intended to go when he 
went out at night. But tonight was different, and she noticed he not only 
told her about a meeting at Charles Scott's office, but lingered about the 
house after telling her. She had spoken to Alton about his father's actions. 

'That fire today at Central Square 1s most ee her son had related. 
oy was probably started on purpose and Dad is worried who did it gand why'. 
3 Velma's own parents were about as removed from the street Duo lose gt at ne 
country as any ae in the islands. She grew up insulated from the streets 
although realizing many street operatives considered fire a weapon-of-choice 
for settling disagreements or perceived grievances. The concept of burning 
something or somebody down in retaliation was repugnent to her. She was also 
aware Avery had personally spent hours that afternoon checking the status of 
their own home security system, the complex fire-sprinkler network, and the 
dozens of fire extinguishers scattered throughout the complex, If Avery was 
concerned, then she would be too. 


b) 


Governor Burnside and McTabbish sat alone in the nearly darkened office. 
Smythe, Stanfield and Hardgraves had been gone for several hours. Martin had 
rung Mindy to say he would be close to 9 PM before arriving home. 

The tapes of the last two meetings with the politicians had been run and 
re-run a second time. Both men were assessing the 'tone' of the volces,; 
looking for telltale signs of anxiety and frustration from the ministers. 
They heard plenty of both. 


Burnside broke the silence. "I believe Smythe; he didn’t have any prior 
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knowledge of the Central Square fire. But Stanfield...he alludes me." 

The AG was now more certain than ever the Governor was fallible. But who 
was to say he, the AG, was any more capable? The Governor was asking for his 
opinion, as he often did. Suppose he gave something other than his real 
opinion? 

"Gmythe is very clever. I think he is capable of fooling us. And I wonder 
if they had this eb worked out in advance, deliberately done to get the CM 


“THe Grete 


a 
of f our hook?" He did not really believe tha§ but wanted to see where Mantir 
ew rue 
warmer now head. 
"Really! Well, if Smythe and Stanfield could have guessed I would ask 
them to speak first, that would surprise me. You do feel this way?" 

He did not. "I believe we must consider it a possibility because if we 
decide Smythe is blameless, it will be like dismissing him from the list of 
suspects. Think of this as a standard police action, we arresh everyone we 
can think of for questioning, and then slowly release them one by one. I'm 
reluctant to eliminate Smythe from the line-up so early." 

Burnside pondered the ramifications of this line of reasoning. ‘If I am 
S$ovinced Smythe is not involved, why not release him?’ 

- 

"So we hold onto him longer; then what?" 

The AG was not certain where this was headed himself. 

NTf he stays on the list, and he is as you suggest innocent, he may 

Couryln 
create some pressure on others such as Stanfield. We mrgits see the real rat 
run for cover because of Jdeat pressure. 

The Governor enjoyed McTabbish's views although he would admit he didn't 

, WowWee 


always take them seriously enough. This time he would give extra weight to 


thie AG « 
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"Interesting. I wish we knew what they were saying amongst themselves." 
Jeremy saw am opening. 
"The synthesizer?" 
The Cable and Wireless instrument remained stored in the Governor's 
office at Waterloo. ea had been a request from Robin Levster teat it be 
Wis ear wr kn eS CR rb ad SWIALCL . 
returned {lees ri : rverr 
"We'd be breaking the law?" 
Oo "How far can you stretch national security in your mind? Is a rampage of 
unexplained fires a threat to ee security?" 
Burnside was still smarting from the rebuke he received from London; they 
. GBI. 
had granted him very little latitude weeh closing down the newspaper and he 


Gor Poms! me her 
had no desire to go back #e—than a second Gime, If he kept asking for 


fee Prat ae ; 
PLD Side spares decide he was no longer capable of handling the 
islands. 80 he chose his words carefully. AGs had been known to testify 
against a Governor wo Gn official inquiry. 

"Let us suppose the next fire occured at say Waterloo, or at Barclays 
Bank. Or Avery Burgess's home. Are we more, or lesa responsible, if there 
>, been steps we could have taken to prevent such a fire, but failed to 
take those steps 

MeTabbish could feel his adrenaline pumping; most unusual for this quiet 
Geottish man. 'This igs exciting: I could never return to private practice! ' 

"Oh my, I see your point. You wish my view on the legality of using the 
synthesizer again?" 

"Yes I do." 

McTabbish hoped he would not regret the next sentence. 


"T yould argue you have every legal right as Governor to selectively use 
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this machine to monitor conversations of people we might Reve-arreztred for 
questioning if this case was heading in that direction." 

Burnside smiled. 

"Will you pub that into a written statement for my files, just in case?” 


"As a matter of my opinion, of course." 


As landleord-owner for the building where Scott maintains his offices, 


Avery's master key allowed him quiet access, slipping in terres -tcott— 
2, 


without atbracting the attention of the property's night watchman. Scott's 


second floor offices, occupying Craig Wecio aes ean Floor, were dark save a 
tiny sliver of ease ee ee ty from beneath a single door. From the street, 
Tie. 6 ts bas nm bess, ced® Clonee 4 Cr 

Avery knocked lightly and was rewarded with the sounds of shuffling feet 
and a creaking swivel chair. Seconds later the door knob turned from the 
inside and light bathed Avery. 


gh Py 


Neither man said a word as Avery weadeed into Scott's private offic 


i 


shutting the door behind him. The attorney beckoned to a chair in front of a 
rk table. A cold diet Coke was awaiting the visitor. Both men sat down 
side by side and Avery, out of habit, ,reached for the Be eect ine A Sip. 


SiR ay, | 
ecott reached out to a keyboard arre—ettlaak a key: a display screen 


D 
hy 


jumped to life and a jumble text appeared. Scott begam the discussion. 
"You remember how when I First moved here you and Bill Conner were my 
first real clients?" 
Avery nodded. 


"And although the two of you were close friends, what I did for Bill or 


what I did for you remained separate. Fortunately the two of you seldom had 
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business dealings together sc keeping the two of you apart vas sever -a-Tedl 


problem.” 


Avery nodded again, recalling one occasion when Bill and Polly had shown 


some interest in a real estate development he vas planning. Nothing came of 


d. RAG I’ ; Loe Cofay yh » , 
that arrest so the question of conflict never «ame-aw, Since that time 
lege 


most of MRSA oy SIR EE had been moved to a larger law-office across the 
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sbreet, in another of his buildings. 

"Well, as Bill's attorney, I was privy to many things he shared with no- 
one @lee: including Pauline." 

Avery laughed; he knew haw that worked, 
fail 


"T don't tell Velma everything either 


Scott understood and smiled. 

hy: he ee es ee Bill's case there was more to be kept from Pauline 
than business deals or Bill's children's affairs. And this is where my 
relationship with Bill becomes very sticky. 

Avery's curiosity was piqued. ‘Am I about to learn something of a private 


nature?’ he wondered. He decided he would pry a little, perhaps making it 


@asler for Scott. 

"You mean Bill's interest in ‘our project! 7" 

"Yes and no. You are fully aware tdéat Bill never shared the project, as 
Vou colle it, with Polly. But yehere is some history leading up to the project 
which is far more private than even the project itself." 

ares 
Attorney Charles Scobt was now at crossroadg; there would be no 
: ; AS 
turning back. Avery sensed et and said nothing whaeke Scott stared at the 


well and began 


i 
Ea 


computer display screen. Avery now looked at the screen 


reading the text displayed there for the first time. Until now it had been 
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merely lines of words. 


Scott pointed to a specific line with his index finger. Avery's eyes went 


re bated 


to the indicated liney eer? 
"Winston Campbell on line", 


"Avery, I want to introduce you to someone. His name is Winston Campbell 


near the equator. He 


t 


, an island in the Pacif i 


and he's located « 


has sie things to ask you. 
tenSu 
Nobeay loved intrigue more than Avery. He re-read ‘Winston Campbell on 
am and sucked in a large breath. When Bill Corner had been alive, jhe’ Avery 
(tons hewya) 


spent SAR Rr ee ‘playing!’ with long distance communications using 


Bill's Ham radio set. He never got into the electronics, but the art of 


Mos7 


communicating around the world had been wers- exciting. Without thinking he 
Si marry 
ju 


blurted out "THiS 15 opted like Bill's Ham radio set!", 
KA 
Scott smiled and reached for the keyboard. He typed in a short message: 
"Winston, Avery Burgess is here and ready to talk with you". 
Now! ea 
The screen split in @ro and at the top appeared Scott's text. Below a 
dashed line in the middle, new text was now appearing. 
>) "Good evening Avery. Do you remember the trip you took to Birmingham, 
England in September 19834 and how you worked in the rain for several 
hours assisting with the assembly of a six meter satellite dish?" 


The cursor stopped moving and Scott turned to Avery for his reaction. He 


saw complete puzzlement on the large man's face. Scott waited and the 


K 


puzzlement turned to a +eead smile. Neither man spoke, @® Wek on Wenning 
y 
= he cursor began moving again. 
"Perhaps then you remember the day you climbed onto the roof of your 


original store, in the building just to the west of where you now 
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sit, to install the first television antenna on the island. That would 


have been, let me see, September ist in 1a7ar" 


gen? wi ie Gos 
amp “f ron perspiration his hands clasped together 
The 


Ktraining and, sweat-soaked. His eyes weee rolled back and 46k head gyrated 


Avery's face was 
, Ror 


fren the screen display te the ceiling. 
wes 
Seott tam worried bees Avery might have a violent emotional response, 
even an attack of some sort. The next few seconds vould be telling. 


a Tite TIM?- 
_ The cursor began to move etyerrrer 


) 


"Tell me, is the telephone recording system still operating properly’? 


Have you ever seen any red lights on the display?" 


Soprvod § mived 
= ane unfolded, amet he eae the edgeh of the table as if 


seeking support. Scott looked quickly behind the big man to check the as 
in case Avery should faint. Now, too late, he remembered Avery's my sherious 
collapse ia nights before. 

= Avery began to laugh; softly at first and then uncontrollably. 
Shortly large tears were rolling down his cheek as he pushed himself away 
from the table with two strong hands and dropped his head imto his hands. 
d Scott quickly typed a single word into the keyboard. 

"standby" 

Then he rose and reached over to place his ewe hands in a comforting 
position on the broad Burgess shoulders. Avery suddenly stopped his laughter 
and turned his head to look Scott atraight in the eye y merece smiling 
broadly. 

"Pauline never saw Bill's body, did she?" 

"No, she saw a urn filled with ashes-" 


Now the laughter began anew and Scott could not help himself; he too was 


ues 


vow MrT oteatek els Ao srwees 


" . " 4 - P a” 
ov heggl> ehredt' wid - nat’ + 
: 4 / “9 


AP ‘ 
: 


“ wihoect: caw Byte. gto 


5 ul 1 
: | 
7 r iW ; : " ; 
fy ! si at wr i, ae ae ee ‘eo 1 ih Ge 
TESS LEO GIN SNE Shy We, See. Nee sa bn Sy 
i j ow Nei 
in /e) Gh Ow meee eT. ed mat uY aT Wa ae 40 a 
: Seeey “ waneey Pes ite 
s, ee ; : ings SV Sit, sis) iegied 
+ 4 = i ‘ , - 
’ = 1 ‘ hay yf = ny ® ian i * aes) el : ‘ortbiten he & wets #i : 
a ivy : > vy se Dw any al ; oy 
ie ; , ee Tree 2 iF 7 ee 
ay ee any Ee fee mis wm wig.) be Ve pee cleave 
Zar en i t t : hi 
norg? . t z 4 
re ey OP ay , 1 ; = ; 
, ' a ey Gi Peta qc” “te pet ate 
re : j ; a; j Pyare 't eck | Yei® 
\ 
: a 4 Goa wot oe ‘tet 
1 r Y : 
1 in ’ i 
ee TERY a shy Sus 
NE {oy trepees’ paicthd- teu Perk ey te le tee ehevcrys | Tam ere vert 
; ) Aas i Sa 
z ee ae ee ce ca Be 
Ways rd Vy rh _ ree Sn MWS Ct les aw es eag 
Poryerl wa RG Raewer ae ee a ES th ‘as oy hi FA ers 1* OWS: haa ya “ 
uncial met ial by iow ole oe «: be 
Bi ‘ i ewe ho 
' i Rey hs ; io ae 
pe x © a : ‘4 : yultonind a.” ees 
en a iv 
Eat row OT. & bP eats, sg, e | ‘oad % oF abn oleae iat | 
/ mes 
* | i « m a J r 7’ * ‘ y > J iy ‘i: aa 
jel eert Pesos pie pine # ati waite hs segroe Gaprd” te 
} : nl a , 
| Lith eee ght aise rh peta dict ror ae peel @ 
us ‘ ; 7 at ¢ 7 r F ’ 7 4 a E. 
i J ‘ Cae Gs : Sey ' J ’ 
: ae j v fie P f ts : _ ‘ or ih ip a fa v , | 
5 j we i : jeg Q a bo sf 7 ; 
: le a 
f bie 
( ’ 
? oe le "ttt een ‘a ct wee’ 
= i ” ; ; ye 7 
; j : f @ 7 a : 4 b 
oa : ee gk 
: ‘ ‘ f y q y 
oey 268 Of. SVioemst ati obvi 
“ia es: c 
wl 
‘ 
’ ‘ 
i +f 7 
: a. 
~*~, 5 Pa - 
i] 
J is ra 
ue . < aay! 


\ 
| 
} 


Pa 
ff 


or 


jf yy) ad, 
fe owe i 
Gont Tem! Gra. I 


laughing uncontrollably and tears ran down ks rat ya 


a Voor iad 


Lionel Ashwood's Freedom IV, pulled into safe harborage near Five Cays as 


aE Bose tes 

the Ge January sun as ag into the Atlantic Loe southwest. After 
Pieatna a lunch of freshly grilled fish with Captain Alan Pennault and his 
load of tourist fisherpersons, Lione] -wee slept. ae lunch he regaled the 
white tourists with his legendary native stories«aexd all would now return to 
the United States to propagate the tale of the man who would be 'king of the 
() 
ee through genetic invasion. Pennault in turn would rere 


admiration for Lionel's fishing skills by telling cae eae te the Erebus Bar 


this evening how Freedom IV had captured the first angling prizes of the 


t t 
year Bf beating the white Folks to the fishing hole at the stroke of 
midnight. Lionel was now esmfereseste his fishing alibi was unassailable. 


Reunding the last turn of the coral driveway, a single remaining 
headlight of his battered pickup truck swept across the half-open garage 
door. The garage door had been satuck half up, or half down, for more than a 
year oar een he reached for the ignition key to shut down the truck, a 
padow, bent over and walking, appeared through the doorway. Lionel's left 
hand fingered the broken knob om the headlight switch; his right hand cas ao) 


on Na . bealee Ore Ue 2 z 
instinctively reached serter the seat for @fe familiar feel of 


ty 


truncheor. 
Fearing being caught inside the truck, he jabbed the headlight switch off 


and kicked open the driver's side door jumping out and away from the truck. 


Swi ie 
For a man of more than 300 pounds, he moved with tweeerbh agility. The club 


remained hidden behind his back but the muscles in his sizeable right arn 


Propapred 


vere taunt and meady to uncoll. 


i 
ua 


mre GNA 


7 


ee eT ae ure 2 
my, 


at : i ane wy 


elduegia eb nd doteain co | 


s 


” Be aaa a. Srats} ous" wise! ee ‘eh borne 
, aa 


v0 Oi Sgerkoagerniied ates adm bol lug Rie actin, oon 
ee. 
t os ; a 2 | ; 
; . AA ‘ : 7 i ; Ay 3 2h, Peay ae oad 
{pein ent Gy Lash se Bao oaee a riot SEG, ME 
") u x .' ' ; : 
I : . y : 
bel ts i crediarsentl Sipe TA ral m ; vy rio iw ot i? rr t [ y ye ‘ea pOnon 
= yowntiat ar. i ere Se 2) 
By We i (13 ] eres Ki «CLs MRR L pe 09 hy! - oF We ee sil ah , es —— 
; i ; y= | 
ry ; teenie @ aCe ¥ j win 3 Reg >. wf att iw el 
‘ Fa oe i : 
. 1 ov ofv, cm ie Foiled @ is eh aN A SEP 
f : > Fray AR 
& { miueer be ler rven gales i oi Gace’: Peo adeeb wi nite Oe | tou 
a * e | : ira) 
v5 P Ta } * 
A : Z ) - ' i, faye , AD AMS Qrve ces 
\ 
Ao y . i in a Pe vy nha i m4) qt “4s 
= ps F 5 
yal “4. ied pels “aid ahbest 
. i ¢ ‘ 
: a irre oe 
“s A « . , Pa y¥ 
é ign icehyes Bil ive THe? aon teehee eoteeein, wreck eile) eis 
1 : : cyt 7 
i) a ; =a 
. - Y wiaines i ra arts. os “ad. oe 
‘ : i va 
ginny Br let weld oeorton' Soke dave “if! nn ai Sawada, O60 Wy 
' * | ay 4 ety : f ‘Of ME e MG a aa pean 
+ b j a 
* NS F ae | U : . Q f 
te i feet Yorke tacyed ndit ine ei ao Redasey eal oft 
.: Ts Vowauak ee. cio wt Gaedieo a ete $ aie brs eS! 
ny ; ; f Pe a Ae. sue es cane 
” ib i Ve iff 5 fate ’ v geet ive HS, fi i . ts | inte rad ort, 
me 5 Ng 
| \ Nar ] = i an St “93a ‘ aaa 
heey «Yo Lee sel fe ee AF lee ee Rs bind o's NE 
\ . < : 1 : a , - an 7 
: j . : : oy : i 
| af . 7 , f a 
{ a ae L pre ; ae 
4 Vr fen 1 wl, eed a aor on 3 we H sa od ° hes ail omg hier wig - vovlbne 
, ai ri 
; : a i: « 
; i .. 
load elfaymicrt's: Yume Bee sar “guia ‘ wl nae - “seats ota 
“ 4 - 
- ‘ i Enis 4 ao: : 
at guid 2 at ywittigpe oaerny adi evan a so tw ams 9 
fo x 


The darkened figure stopped just feet From him and spoke. 

"Hey, calm down; 16'S -pacberee me!" 

"What you do here?" demanded the next king of the world. "You get cracked 
head sneaking ‘round like that! Why you not Grand Turk?" 

"T took a chance, a big chance, to pop over here tonight. We need to 
talk, now. Are we alone?” 
Lionel could not be sure about that. He expected no-one, but then people 


dropped by at all hours. Some without a place to sleep or food to eat simply 


walked in and made themselves at home. 


"T Spect no-one. You look ‘round; you seé 
"No-one. The electrics were off, the TV is off. Perhaps you should 


check, before we go inside?" 
Af 
/ 


Lionel's arm was now relaxed but the club still wy out of sight behind 
his back. He was born a cautious man. 

"Get here, behind truck. I check first, teeerr call you." 

Lionel walked towards the house as his visitor passed his side, crouching 
beside the truck door. After 30 seconds lights came on inside the house. 
uty more seconds the lights went off again and Lionel's hulking form 
appeared as a silhouette against the white-painted entrance way. 

"House ‘mpty; get ‘ur ass in here!" 

Mindy Burnside had dismissed the house keeper, sent son John off to his 
Br iveLe study, and dressed in Martin's favorite negligee in anticipation of 
his late arrival home. This she covered vith a combed cotton rohe, posting 
herself in the front room of Waterloo awaiting the return of her husband. In 


the kitchen, a small dinner roast, boiled potatos and carrots were warming. 
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Two trays awaited her final preparations; she planned a quiet, private meal 

in their upstairs bedroom suite. ‘This, afterall, is the first day of his 

last year in government service! she thought to herself. ‘I want him to know 

he has my support as we head dewn the last furlong!' 

Sead ights swept the long front driveway; the unmistakeable lights of a 
bp Qaited 

90 year old Morris sedan. Presently it geehed to a stop before their Front 

door s , air] she heard Martin dismiss the driver, and the policeman that wert 
mvith pan Sap ehere. The car was heading for the garage gree she opened the 

_ to greet the Governor. 

Martin's eyes lit up brightly when he saw Mindy framed against the cool, 
distant light of a hallway bulb far behind her. The informality of the robe 
was his first clue; the bright red collar of a satin negligee peeking 
through the V neck of the robe left mo doubts in his mind. 

"John is in bed?" he teased. Mindy smiled and took his hand. 

"Yes and the staff is dismissed4 "rubbing his ear with her fingertips and 
kissing him on the cheek, "I've drawn you a tub upstairs and if you will go 
there without stopping, there will be a nice reward for you after a goad 
yak Mga eit 

They walked hand in hand to the staircase where Martin stopped long 
enough to place his briefcase on a chair and then wrap his arms about her 
waist. The gentle touch and the flat of his palm resting against her buttox 
melted all of her fears and anxieties away. 

"S’ rough day?" she asked. 

"The reughest January 2nd of my life, he answered. 

"We do have a SAY ina, ou know..." 
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"All's well that ends well. Now, off to your tub!" 


"TI don't mind telling you, now, Avery tiem I was frightened to death when 
you grabbed the foi of the desk with your fingers and clamped down tight. I 
had honestly forgotten, for the moment, your 'epell' of a couple of nights 
ago. I thought we were going to lose you right there!" 

Avery had been bubbling with excitement arid new found enthusiasm for 
“a an hour. Several times he had told Charles “This is the second 


y ekue py ale 


miracle in less than a week!" “ The abborney rene] not asker what the first ere 


might have beers. 
Avery's eyes shone with a brilliance Scott could not recall last seeing; 
he knew it had been many years. 
“Charles, | am a nev man. Someday you must tell me why Bill Conner fooled 
fasewanns 
us all this way; I'm certain the reasons are rereificers. But for now, I 
simply wish to enjoy the excitement of knowing our ‘project’ is alive and 
well. I must go ... but please, before I do. Tell me, one more ecneyita, 
this satellite connection works." 
) This would be the third time Charles had explained it. He knew the first 
time was a loss; Avery kept laughing without warning as he talked, 
apparently reliving the instant when he realized Bill wastvery much alive. 
"OK, one last time for tonight. 
. ~ . . . . 5 - 
"This computer terminal is dedicated as a special FAX machine. I can tepe- | 
and receive messages with Bill. And this handset”, reaching for a bright pre 
2. 
blue telephone instrument hidden behind the computer display terminal, "Ts a 


voice connection on the same circuit. 


"Heres Fingering a telephone wire " is a dedicated telephone line Bill 
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feel installed on lease from Cable and Wireless before he...left. It connects 
this Preprger, eg this handse t ,to a special satellite transceiver located 
at the ABE TV equipment building. 

a 

"Do you remember when Bill brought thet team of engineers down from 
Canada and they installed the really big satellite dish at the cable 
facility?” 

Avery remembered for several reasons; the same engineers fp also helped 
Bill vith bke-epm plarnming for Avery's in-home security system and the 
ae recording system. 

"Yes, res fs the dish that brings us seven channels of TV from Ganeae 
through the Canadian satellite. Bill always said this island was the 
furthest point from Canada that had Canadian TV and it took that huge dish 
to make it possible.” 

"Precisely. What he never told anyone, myself included at the time, was 
that the same dish also included equipment to connect this island through a 
satellite over the Pacific Ocean to a terminal he planned to install in the 


Bill knew all along he would be leaving here, leaving 


Byuiine: 
island." 

Avery was slowly understanding the system. 

"So each time you wish te ce) Bill, you call Jat on this keyboard, 
and the message travels from here through the line rented from Cable and 

Mov 

Wireless to the cable TV station. Then to gerers into a transmitter which is 
connected to the huge dish. Now what's this about a satellite out over the 
Pacemic?. 


Charles knew there was no turning back now. He had to trust Avery. 
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fd this was his way of leaving bub not losing contact with this onu@g 


a 


\e 


wee ab 

Ty kes 

ee ee 
* “ ite 


Cel 


” 


ae 


Piel... 00 ewlied wxaseslh bam atlas meres  aneot on » bet 


ea 


~ay faces id @.6) [lee Leite 2 ber seBovi ivi: tw Pins t 
eiitd sold apcealeel ‘« 7» 
alll 4 i pt ¥ int 


by " ¢ aa of + - ad ! 
im io af PETS ri ret ud 


4 
” " a \ em ror ’ i, ie ae Hip 
if “5 ery i (SR ETS Bs DD 
3 } 
4 - n 
j Se ae a OF ‘ ‘ vd r] , hs ae Me 5 
i 
t x { 
_ 
ot +. 
* it RT gage Se 4 Ya 
' i 
i 
Hl ) un 
ea a 2 he 


¢ ) f i x : 7” a> 7 Hi ried 
bert. shad Le ‘ ribet huaciacy ‘pat. fd Se SN? OC reG 


= 
3 i ie i A 
a “ Uay i 7 7 ark 
{ 
a i on Ur eee Le 5 
eee ee 
iy 
mie f - > 7 oi * : 
‘ st « Yate wg ufh Ae i iui e gi uaete pkd ¥ iveLe ; 
; ‘ia pal.. % GOK: ey he dtoweee ry »ee 19. ae thd PON, i a 
: a ¥ ik |) ee ti ih i ~ re y ale a i - 
as.) orth Cadeuud., pene heii Wiping abet omieend ahaa. a 
* i a re, | ‘ : : J : 
.s q 1 r f, ¥ Dy a M 


i ate va side el 


Nid it val 


‘Tous one rats ee onal th ‘ able 


sug wtb dipdbe ie, rut ara $!itedie mel te naif “shale > 
‘ : ul 3 Rn X a in ale 


} : 4 ‘ A ) ae 10 abi (a : ; a Pa sores 
Ne . aut, / 


mr 
“ak ’ Ki Ae - pane 4 


arte taUya sh 1 east oth ~ 9 aed indies mnie = 


"Remember years ago when some guy in Florida overrode the HBO channel on 
satellite and transmitted a message warning HBO to lower its subscription 


rates...or else’ 


eeatpascre! 


Avery eked. "Do you know I actually met the guy who did 
that? Bill had him down here right after it happened. John...let me think 
naw" u 

"McDougal. John panera ie his pam wrote: in Charles. "Well, they 
called him Captain Midnight and when John broke into the HBO satellite 


»} THe wa al 


Circuit, db created-ar international stink, Suddenly the entire world of 


ud &S Riwort re 
satellite people oet-coreennad abort unauthorized use of satellites. I can 


confide in you thas Bill arranged the entire Captain Midnight episode as a 
teat of #he satellite system defenses; kind of like testing the anti- 
ballastic missile system in the United States just to be sure it would work 
ee Russians ever really attacked." 

Avery was really enjoying this. 

“While HBO and the satellite cops were trying to figure out how this 
could happen, and how to prevent it from happening again, Bill was 


)ynitoring their counter-measures, and testing his own system. You see, he 


couldn't be sure how effective they might be as ‘satellite cops until they 
vere faced with a real threat. Captain Midnight was a test to lure them inte 
( cortnef Ll > 
testing their defenses. What he #ourmom ves it is possible,to send a voice 
or FAX channel of information through almost any satellite in orbit, and the (9: 
ow bata Cem e een 
people who operate these things weutd never ever know the signal ites there,” Foraryratey » 


Avery was on the edge of his chair. "Say that again, a different way!" 


"OK, You have this big airliner that flies between New York and London. 
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The airline has several ways to ¢treure nobody gets on board without a paid 
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ticket. Then along comes somebeey who Figures out how ta Stowaway, and never 
get caught. So this clever person rides for free, back and forth between 
(ee 
London and New York, and nobody ever knows he Ss on board." 
"Go when you transmit to Bill, the signal from the huge dish up on 


Leeward Highway rides through the satellite like a stowaway, nobody knows it SS 


Charles leaned back in &Ts chain aed spread, his feet arb IM 


wr there?" pidns, 
. i tent ee J} hire CO 
"Precisely. I talk with Bill as long and as often as I Wish, ever insets 


2. tells me we are more tha miles apart as the crow might fly. Our 


transmnigsions stoxfavay on a Pacific cean satellite and nobody suspects it 


is happening." 
As ae Yow Vena \ S 
Avery was lee again. "I like it best of all because its a free 
devre— C 
ride: are Cable and Wirelessfor the Government . know it -rs happening 


because it bypasses the telephone system!" 


Charles scowled. arte Fe gee true: we do use about two miles of Cable 


and Wireless wre to dares WOR SiGe to the cable TV tower, and frankly Bill 


Wa buf 2 
pee ee, to do away with that as well, Reve Tw Prva” SWAG 


wu Mew! C196 
p) "tal mens(") this is also going to be the radio link to allow ‘Radio Free 


Portobello' to have live reports From | Ba ,the United Nat ae! 

"Exactly. The original plan was for Joshua to produce a program, nightly 
at his home near the UN. Then using a satellite link Bill and this John 
McDougal built years ago, Joshua would come on the air at the appointed time 
and his program about independence for Portobello would be sent through a 
satellite down to a FM transmitter here. I know it sounds complicated-" 


NT Werplinne? Orta | [7 
"No, know it is far above my head, or yours. But don't we have proof of 
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its simplicity right here ‘ 
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Charles didn't follow Avery's reasoning. 
pees that?" 


Avery smiled and pointed Be Bill's last text, still frozen on the screen. 


! Pree a earner | 
"Right there. He's been gone ymore than 30 months and here it 1s, sbill 


working seb—Ree. He always told me the most Bel eel peedehenoe system 
on nk Option) 
could, with time jbe reduced to the basic elements. gThat' $ our proof!" 


"T needed ae smiled Martin Burnside. 


De 


"The pot roast...or’ 


far/2o 
Martin's stomach mekeed in soft laughter, pea Mindy stroked his cheek 


gently. bs } 
"Now! she began, "1 know you wor't go to sleep ger eeete Can ee summarized , 


I'm listening." 


Stipa WS Od 
It was a tradition meeeky as old as the@® marriage. When Marbit saae—ae 
oad bred bed bomen AS 


attorney Por <i government, pire the Attorney General in the British 


ee 
Virgin, he developed the sleep-robbing habit of laying in bed tossing and 
tumbling, reciting in his mind whatever case he was assigned at the moment. 
Cnt 


Ose 
ie Shore. @ Perlog-me. Eteashe , 
po day he offered to +e Mindy yates emma and having done so, fell 


— 


ASH, wl Gcekge rrr O vedsh 
listened while he cited all of the facts pro and con, welcen seed . 


straight asleep. Eper-—Since that time Mindy had become his ‘moot court! ; she 


Once he had it off his mind, he would sleep. 
"OK: here goes. A person or persons burns down an office building on 
Portobello. This happens only hours after our Chief Minister threatens to de 


yore rl om OMe 
just this in a meeting berem—-eFiree, Naturally I am suspicious he is somehow 


implicated in the fire. 


"Then I learn that our national firebug, one Lionel Ashwood, was not only 
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on Portobello just before the fire began, but that he has an almost 
impossibly good alibi for the exact time the fire begins. That only 
increases my apprehension the fire was deliberately set; probably by this 
Ashwood fellovw. 

"And Ashwood is the political party hack for that island, the CM's duty 
mam. It all fits together very nicely. I dare say too nicely. 

"In my late afternoon meeting with omy the today I eS aera oa ite bo 
what he nag to say and everything I WEEE Guile his mouth tel Be me he’ IS 
De ous and apprehensive; but not guilty. It igs as if he, too, knows the 
evidence implicates him and is trying desperately to convince me of ie 
Inmocence. The emotion I read eat, panic, not ouc of quilt, but born 
out of a feeling of frustration. 

"In the same abner ah nemesis Minister Stanfield, whom we all know to 
be the pretender to the CM's throne, cleverly switches our questions from a 
discussion of the fire to an atback on the white man. And looking back, I 

Bs Poss: oe 

wonder just how devilishly clever this might have been. #¢—ebrest seems 
Stanfield has found the perfect defense for the CM; the one defense that 
ji us off the inquisition but in the process leaves the CM more guilty 
im our eyes than ever seg apie El 

Mindy cleared her throat; a sign she intended to interrupt. She waited a 
few seconds and spoke. 

"And your AG; how did he interpret all of this?" 

Martin pondered the question. 

"That's curious as well. I suggested we back off the CM, not because I 


was afraid of Stanfield reducing this to a racial issue, but because I 


sincerely believed the CM to be not involved. The AG argued just the 
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Sutin wif 
opposite, sxogestisg “Sit if we kepp tee pressure on the CM , he ineturn vould 
wine g 
keep tee pressure on the party apparatus jee their boat weedcte spring’ a leak. 


"You mean perhaps by standing on the CM's foot he would route-out the 


real guilty party?" 
\\ 


"Perhaps. Or we' A be handed a sacrifice, some poor underling whom the 

party somehow convince to take the blame for this..." 

"And leave the really guilty party, or pote gars escape the charges?" 

pe 

"Exactly. All of this is worrying. But more werrying is the liklihood 

@.. if I don't nip this now, we might end up with a chain of fires here. 
This could be just the beginning of a siege!" 
"Martin?" 


He turned to face her across the pillows. 


"Yes?" 


"T understand the veather in the south of England tomorrow is beautiful!” 


-~30- end chapter 28 
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